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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

Dear NCFA Members and Friends, 

  

My heart is full as we prepare for worship this Sunday and next Sunday. We are blessed to 

welcome Pastor Rudy Mojica, Sr. and members from His Highest Praise. God has blessed our 

relationships over the years, and we anticipate another God-honoring, reformed, Spirit-filled 

worship service. 

  

Of course, the joy of celebrating our 6th Anniversary as a congregation in the PCUSA and 

recognizing our new and current church officers is hard to contain. When I consider the ruling 

elders and deacons being ordained or installed, and those God has blessed our church to have 

since our first Bible study in 2004 and our charter in 2009, I know that we are "blessed and 

highly favored."   

  

In many ways I feel like the person being carried by friends to be healed by Jesus in Caperna-

um. It has been the dedication and faithfulness of so many that we are here today. To God be 

the Glory for everyone who has partnered with us. As I quote Mark 2:9-10, I want us to un-

derstand that God is keeping us through other human agents and that God has the power over 

"whatever it is" that leaves us bound!  

  
9Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven 

thee; or to say, Arise and take up thy bed, and walk? 10But that ye may 

know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, 
  

Please recognize the power of God at work in us and in the world. Yes, evil, devastation, and 

diseases are prevalent; but could you imagine if God had not withheld some of it from our 

lives? Don't worry if it seems like you don't have enough faith; look at Jesus’ work in verse 

5:  When Jesus saw their faith, He said unto the sick of the palsy, "Son, thy sins be forgiven 

thee." Hallelujah! The Lord is always trying to find ways to bless us. Look for them. Receive 

them. Share them. When we say that we are 'blessed to be a blessing,' it doesn't mean that we 

were always in the best place. The blessing came from our dependence upon the providential 

care of an Incredible God to work through incredible situations. Amen! 

  

I want to also give a quick shout-out to Pastor Padin and La Fernanda in Cuba. They celebrate 

their church anniversary this week. It was cost-prohibitive for us to exchange pulpits for our 

church anniversaries. I send our love and blessings to La Fernanda and Luyano in Cuba. 

  

Some of you didn't get last week's Newsletter, so I am repeating my thanks to leaders and 

partners as well as including Rev. Bill Harris's sermon from last week.   

  

I thank our current leaders for your time and commitment. I thank the new leaders for accept-

ing the call to lead and serve. I also thank the leaders not serving in official capacities. Each of 

your gifts, from South Carolina, Seattle, Tennessee, Texas, San Diego, Iowa, Pennsylvania, 

our military, Austin Police Department, Covenant, First PC, Giddings, and in the pews makes 

us complete. 

  

To God be the Glory for Genesis Presbyterian Church and the Perry Estate, who partner 

with us so that we have a place to worship, honor our God, and facilitate ministry. Continue 

to pray for God's choice blessings upon their ministries and presence in our community.   

 

I am especially thankful this season for the host of families and friends from Covenant Pres-

byterian Church, Regents School of Austin, Austin Christian Fellowship, various Bible 

studies, and individuals who partnered with us to bless our family throughout the year and 

specifically during Thanksgiving and Christmas. God bless and keep you!  
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January 18, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

New Covenant Fellowship is 
hosting a Community Celebration 
of the life and legacy of the Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

You are invited to our joint 
celebration with Rev. San 
Williams, the University 

Presbyterian Church, and leaders 
from the Bertha Means Sadler and 

Women’s Leadership Academy. 

Did you know the most effective Christian education takes place in homes   where the adults are 
growing in their faith?  Check out one of these opportunities for growing in 2015: 

 
Tuesday Evening Men's Bible Study - 6:30pm - Kitchen 

Men are finishing up a study on the book of Judges by Tim Keller.  
The next topic will be selected by the Men’s Ministry. 

 
Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School - 9:15am - Rm. 7 

This class is studying a book by Bill Hybels and John Ortberg on the Sermon on the Mount,  
the Passion story, “The Lord's Prayer,” and several parables. The scripture is read together and 

then questions in the guide are discussed, making it real to current life.  
 

Thursday Afternoon 12noon–1 pm 
at the home of Deacon Connie Jones – 5107 Edenbourgh Ln. 

(north of 290 East, just past Springdale)  
A study of the writings of the Apostle Paul. All welcome, bring a bag lunch as desired. 

January 18, 2015    
during our 10:15 a.m. 

worship, we will      
 ordain and/or install 

new Elders and      
Deacons.   

 
We will also celebrate 
the 6th Anniversary 

for NCFA as a PCUSA 
Congregation and the 

Rev. James Lee as 
Pastor.  
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
     January 11—John Harrison         

January 18—John Harrison 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wil-

shire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  

is a racially diverse community informed by the 

Bible, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and moti-

vated to share God’s love with all. In response to 

God’s love, we are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully 

commit, and to implore all to worship our Lord, 

as we love our neighbors, grow in grace, and live 

by faith. 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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Psalm 72:1-15  1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to a king’s 
son. 2May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice. 3May the 
mountains yield prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness. 4May he 
defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the needy, and crush the 
oppressor. 5May he live while the sun endures, and as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations. 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like showers that water 
the earth. 7In his days may righteousness flourish and peace abound, until the moon is 
no more. 8May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. 9May his foes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust. 10May the 
kings of Tarshish and of the isles render him tribute, may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
bring gifts. 11May all kings fall down before him, all nations give him service. 12For he 
delivers the needy when they call, the poor and those who have no helper. 13He has pity 
on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. 14From oppression and 
violence he redeems their life; and precious is their blood in his sight. 15Long may he 
live! May gold of Sheba be given to him. May prayer be made for him continually, and 
blessings invoked for him all day long. 

 

Matthew 2:1-12 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 
4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has 
been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned 
from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, 
saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me 
word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they 
set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 

10
When they saw that the star had stopped, 

they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 

I wish each of you a Happy New Year, and thanks be to God for this new year! Today’s sermon 
title is “Dialectic Living,” and “dialectic” can be defined as “the art of investigating or discussing 
the truth of opinions.” It is the researching, it is the investigating, it is the debating so that you 
can come to know a truth or to gather information, and we are constantly being exposed to 
information. Some of it leads to truth, and some of it doesn’t. Some of it leads to us being 
liberated, and some of it leads to us being bound; but we are all in this process of having a 
dialectical conversation going on, and I just want to invite us back to a place where we’re open 
to God, the Spirit leading us into truths. It’s not that I’m criticizing anything else, but what I want 
to do is get us focused back on the things that I believe will make a difference in our 2015, 
because I want some great things to happen for us this year.   

A lot of times you know I include sports in my sermons, and in this particular time of football, 
and basketball, and food, and everything, you know I have to include it today! I include sports 
because it gives us an opportunity to recognize several million-dollar industries so that we know 
the influence that it has on television, on the clothing market, on other merchandizing, and on 
food. And so there’s power in just the sports, but it’s not just a bunch of men and women 
running around after pigskins—there’s an industry that’s there. The other reason I include sports 
is that through them you see the impact of victory, of defeat, of adversity, of accolades—how do 
folks deal with the extremes of being great one moment and in the next they’re throwing you 
under the bus?  

“Dialectic Living”  
 

Psalm 72:1-15; Matthew 2:1-12 

Pastor James H. Lee 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin  

Epiphany Sunday —January 4, 2015 
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I also like to include sports because it is there that I began to learn how to deal with people who 
were different from me, who came from different places. When I look out here and see our 
church, I know it’s because of the days of playing sports—YMCA, RSI…I was a little boy, but I 
got a chance to do it, and so when we affirmed Randy and their league last year, I felt like that 
was the right thing to do, teaching kids how to get along with each other, providing good 
instruction, to inspire, to help single parents, all of these things to help invest in our children and 
in our community. That’s why sports are part of it.  

 

For those of you who are watching me wear these snakeskins…these boots here were 
purchased in 1987, and they’re hurting my feet like women in high-heel shoes! But we played in 
the Bluebonnet Bowl in that year. Now, it is the Texas Bowl that the Longhorns were supposed 
to play in on the 29th….And it was there in ’87 that we were expected to lose, facing great 
adversity, and we won. Every now and then I look at these boots, and they remind me of times 
when you face adversity and you overcome, so that the next time you face a challenge, you 
know you can overcome—“We can do this.” We can do something special and make it happen, 
even if we don’t always know the direction we’re going. The Magi? They didn’t know where they 
were going. All they knew was they were following after a star.  

 

I went a long way to introduce this sermon because when Christians start talking about Magi, or 
Zoroastrians, or folks from other cultures in the Bible, it can make us say “Wait a minute, are 
you trying to teach us something new? And the answer is no. What we know is that we’re in the 
world, and we’re not of the world. So to act like things are not happening in the world would 
mean that we’re not paying attention, we’re not being open to what it is that is out there…and 
how can we learn from others as we’re living out our own faith? So here’s a dialectical 
conversation in which I want to talk about the three words:  

Investigation, Instruction, and Insight.  
 
Investigation  1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, 
wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 
them where the Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 
has been written by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to 

shepherd my people Israel.’” 

So the wise men, or the Zoroastrians, came from the east, from Jerusalem, asking “Where is 
the child who has been born king of the Jews?”  They wanted to know, and so they asked 
some questions so they could get some answers. Some might say they were exposed to the 
prophet Malachi and heard those words so that that’s how they would have known about this 
Christ child who was to be born. But again, they still asked where was this child who was to be 
born. Whenever you investigate, you leave your place right where you’re standing—it might be 
a Biblical place, a theological place, an emotional place, or an intellectual place. Wherever that 
is, once you begin the journey, you are never the same. So to try to go back is to fool yourself 
because the new information as a result of the investigation will not have you remain the same 
because you still have to deal with the new information that you have received. 

Sometimes it leads to truths and sometimes it doesn’t. We’re still called to investigate and to 
learn. I’ve been investigating and learning from Matt Shubitz, Dylan’s father, more about the 
Jewish community in ways I hadn’t understood before. I’m learning from the Kenyan 
community, the Ghanaian community, the Nigerian community, as well as folks in Cuba and 
Chiapas. God is stretching me, and it is amazing as this thing is happening. Well, God, why 
would you want to do that? Whenever I go to the Willow Creek conferences or the Verge 
conferences, they say that your church will follow your example. So if you stay stagnant and 
still, they’ll stay stagnant and still. You guys know that I’m not staying stagnant, and I’m not 
staying still. I’m going to be on the move, and I pray that you will continue to be on the move to 
investigate where God is at work.  

“Dialectic Living”  
 

Psalm 72:1-15; Matthew 2:1-12 

Pastor James H. Lee 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin  

Epiphany Sunday —January 4, 2015 
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That’s what happens with us. The Word of God is supposed to be there to instruct us how to 
live. Sometime we say, “You know, God, that was for way back when. That doesn’t apply to 
2014-2015. We have advanced, we’re more intelligent than that. Really?” Some of the same 
stuff back then, we’re dealing with today. So we need to look at the Word of God. Let it be our 
guide, give us some instructions on how we are called to live: Forgiving, loving, showing 
grace, showing mercy. If you have a problem, go to the person. When that doesn’t work out, 
have one other person go with you. It’s in doing these principles we have an opportunity to 
build relationships that will make a difference. 

In the last couple of weeks I had to go back to the Word of God, and unfortunately it kept 
telling me what I was supposed to do when it was the opposite of what I wanted to do. In a 
prayer time with a prayer partner as we were going over the scriptures, my brother said, “Why 
don’t you just do this?” Well, I don’t want to do it! “But Lee, look at what this text says.” I know 
what the text says, but the context is different….You know how it is, whatever our situation, 
it’s always different from what everyone else’s situation is, so “this doesn’t apply there….” 
The Spirit of God said, “Boy, are you out of your mind?” But Lord, I don’t like it. “But it applies. 
Why would you allow pride to get in the way? Why would you allow this and that to bring 
reproach to the gospel?” So I had to listen to the instruction of the Word, the instruction of my 
prayer partner, the instruction of the Holy Spirit, and do otherwise than what I wanted.  

What do the Wise Men do, having heard what Herod said? They start looking for the star and 
went to Bethlehem. Can you imagine going to Georgetown not knowing how, and follow a 
star instead of a GPS? By faith these Wise Men from the east went and they followed the 
instructions, and they found a babe. How? The star stopped. You may say, “James, are we 
going to start following stars?” No, but this was a part of their culture and way of learning to 
do things, and so they followed the star. But they also used the instructions from Herod. We 
can benefit from each other, learn from each other, and it doesn’t take away from the Word of 
God.    

 

Insight: 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.    
 

I remember when, if you were sick, it was because you sinned. If you struggled, it’s because 
you sinned. If life wasn’t perfect for you, it was because you sinned. To trust technology was 
a lack of faith. To trust medicine was a lack of faith. No, wait a minute. If James said every 
good and perfect gift comes from God, who are we to restrict how that gift comes? If God 
gives doctors intelligence to make medicine, who are we to say, “I just won’t take it.” If God 
allows roots and herbs to grow from the ground, who are we to say, “No, I’m not gonna take 
it.” Over time we can get a chance to learn from different folks. And here these folks, they 
showed me how to really worship the Lord. That’s why today I was struggling a little, working 
through some stuff when I realized “Hold up, I need to put things in perspective.” You see, 
when they got to where the babe was and they entered the place, they didn’t just stay 
outside. They paid homage. When is the last time you got on your knees before the Lord? 
When was the last time you laid prostrate before God? I mean on your knees, on your face, 
head down, body down low—and worshipped God, thankful for your life, thankful for your 
family, thankful for the United States where we live, for the liberty we have. And you may say 
things aren’t perfect, but there are some people who wish they have what we have. These 
guys from the east brought frankincense, myrrh, and gold. Lord, take what I have and receive 
glory and honor.  

So I gained some new insight from these guys, to remind me in 2015 that I’m going to give 
God glory. I’m going to give God praise, and I’m going to do a little bit better instead of 
recognizing the power and the strength of everything else, and I’m going to recognize the 
awesomeness of God—omnipotent, omniscient, all places, all times, all generations. Did you 
see that even in the Psalm the king would be there for all generations? Alpha, Omega, 
Beginning, End! God is worthy of our praise. Worthy of it!  

“Dialectic Living”  
 

Psalm 72:1-15; Matthew 2:1-12 
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Now, that’s one part of the insight. The second part is that they were told not to go back to 
Herod. And I love that! Why? Because if they had, he would have done something wrong, and 
who’s to say he would have treated them right? I don’t care how young you are; I need you to 
know that the Spirit of God is speaking to you through the Word, the instructions of your 
parents, through this church, through family members. Listen to the Spirit of God. Don’t be so 
intelligent that you’re a fool. Been there, done there, got a couple of t-shirts, different colors, 
stained.... 

If God calls you to go a different way, what should you do? Go a different way. What do we call 
that bad word in the Christian language? “Repent.” There are some things we need to repent 
on. And I’m not gonna tell you what you’re called to repent on, because your stuff is not mine 
and mine is not yours. You already know. And repentance wasn’t just for when you were out in 
the world and you didn’t love the Lord; no, repentance is for us now who are in the faith. 
Because one day we’re going to go before not the white throne of God, because guess what? 
That throne was taken care of when we acknowledged our sin. We go before the Christ, who 
was both the Lion and the Lamb who was slain. Can you imagine coming before Christ, who 
was bruised and beaten, and saying why you couldn’t share the Good News with somebody? 
why you couldn’t forgive someone? why you couldn’t love someone? why you couldn’t show 
mercy and grace? why you looked down on somebody? And he looks at you, holds out his 
hands, allows you to see the bruised-up body, doesn’t have to say a word. Do I say that so I 
can convict you? No. Know what that does for me? It gives me more of commitment to say 
“God, I want to do the right thing—not because I’m fearful of what you’re going to do, no. I want 
to please you, I want you to find that what I do in this body glorifies you. 

In conclusion:  I want us to investigate. Be intentional about your investigation because you’re 
going to be exposed to a lot of information. Know where you want to go, what you want to find 
out, because I will let you know that Scriptures tell you in Matthew 7:7, 7 “Ask, and it will be 
given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for you.” Seek 
after wisdom, after understanding, after knowledge…Proverbs. You’ll find it. Be intentional in 
your investigation after truth, not just information. 
 
 When you get instructions, listen to the instructions. Consider the source because there are 
some folks out there who will lead you astray. And then follow the instructions.  3. When you get 
new insight and it causes you to change your path, don’t be ashamed. Be grateful because you 
could have gone on in the wrong way. Feel blessed..  Amen. 

“Dialectic Living”  
 

Psalm 72:1-15; Matthew 2:1-12 

Pastor James H. Lee 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin  

Epiphany Sunday —January 4, 2015 

  Scripture Passages for 
Baptism of the Lord 

 (From the Revised Common Lectionary) 

January 11, 2015  

Genesis 1: 1-5;  Psalm 29 
   Acts 19: 1-7;   Mark 1: 4-11 
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  Prayer and Praise  
Lift up 2-year-old Joseph who, in exploring his new home, climbed some heavy furniture that 
then fell on top of him, causing heavy bruising, just a month after a jump that broke one foot. 
Prayers for continued recovery and for his parents as they work to childproof their home. 

Prayers for Rick and the Oglesby family as he undergoes surgery in the morning. 

Prayers for families who have lost loved ones over the holidays, especially a local family 
whose 14-month-old son died after a lengthy illness. 

Praise to God for our lives. 

Lift up Sailor, the 7-year-old girl whose parents, sister, and cousin died in a small plane crash 
in Kentucky, but who miraculously survived herself, walking a mile in rough terrain to find help. 

Praise for the creativity that God has given us, with special thanksgiving for the availability of 
many inflatable wonderlands in our city so that young children may expend some energy 
safely in a fun environment. Prayers for parents (and grandparents!) of energetic little ones. 

Praise for Pastor’s Trish’s chapel sermon, “The Earth’s AHA Moment.” 

Praise God for all travel mercies this holiday season.  Lift up those who could not be with 
family during the holidays. 

Praise for the arrival of 9 pound baby Charles Lee, born to Cathy’s nephew and his wife.  

Praise for Justin and Tiffany buying and moving into their own house. 

Lift up Laura and her father as he undergoes surgery for cancer tomorrow. The surgery was 
delayed from last week. 

Praise for the Round Rock High School Band and its appearance in the 2015 Parade of 
Roses. They did Texas proud. 

Praise for a pathology report declaring all the cancer was removed when Ken had surgery. He 
is fighting a bit of an infection, so please continue to lift up full recovery for him.  

Praise for our college and medical school students’ presence in worship this morning. 

Praise for Pastor Lee’s sermon “Dialectic Living.” It’s good to have our Pastor back! 

All honor to God and praise for life, scripture, and NCF.  

Lift up Gary for recovery from a serious ailment. Lift up his wife and children as they care for 
him through this time.  

Lift up burdens of the heart that were present but unspoken.  

Please give us eyes to see and ears to hear people God is putting in our paths so that we may 
show God's love. 

Lift up all who are suffering in this area from the cedar/ash juniper allergy. 

Lift up the children in the Middle East who suffer from wars not of their making. 

Praise for the presence (and beautiful voices) of Don and his daughter Luci at the early 
worship service. Thanksgiving for the remembered surprise blessing of Luci hosting Debbie S. 
(during a recent internship) in Baltimore before realizing their family and church connections. 
Thanksgiving for Sam O.'s sermon in the chapel this morning ("Ebenezer") and the invitation it 
offered us as we enter the new year. 

Lift up Jane for the blessings of her work and especially the beautiful Christmas banner she 
made and shared in the chapel. 

Lift up Vernon's client who fell off his bike and subsequently discovered a cancerous tumor.  
Prayers for his recovery and comfort for his family. 

Lift up the bereaved. 

Lift up the Olivesti Church in Estonia, a destination for choir and mission trips, from which 5 
Christian radio stations with 9 feeder stations broadcast into Russia, and which are now once 
again in fear of Putin and Russia along their border. 
 
Lift up the families impacted by the Paris shooting rampage and the law enforcement as they 
pursue those responsible.  Praise for the spirit of solidarity demonstrated by its citizens. 

 
The Lord who made us and sustains us, who makes the sun shine and the rain fall  

and keeps the earth stable beneath our feet, knows what we will say  
before a word is on our tongues. May we be forever thankful!  
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Isaiah 61:10-11  10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 

has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the 

earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

Isaiah 62:1-3  1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The 
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a 
new name that the mouth of the  LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand 
of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Galatians 4:4-7  4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir of God through Christ. 

              “ ’Twas the night before Christmas and all 
through the house, not a creature was stirring, 
not even a mouse. The stockings were hung 
from the chimney with care, with hopes that St. 
Nicholas soon would be there.”  

 
 

I don’t know about you, but that second poem sounds a lot more like my Christmas than the 
first. Not every Christmas can be great. Sometimes Christmas rolls over you like a freight train, 
and all you can do is just hold on. The advertising, the merchandizing, the glitz of Christmas 
truly overwhelms us. A lot of times Christmas feels more like a burden than a blessing, and we 
miss the grace, the joy, the open-mouthed wonder of Christmas. Every year we say we’re 
going to do it differently, and every year we get run over. It’s almost as if we are slaves to a 
Christmas that is not our own. 

 
Paul, it seems, was not big on Christmas, either. In the scriptures he spends more time talking 
about the crucifixion of Christ rather than the birth. But in this rare instance, Paul finds a way to 
explain how we experience grace in the birth of Christ. 

 
Our text today comes from Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, in what is modern-day Turkey. 
In this time, Galatia was a Roman province under Roman law. Paul, a Roman citizen, uses the 
Roman law about adoption to illustrate how God adopted both Jews and non-Jews into God’s 
family. Paul visited Galatia three times during his missionary journeys, each time battling with 
a group of Christians we call “Judaizers.” These were Jews who converted to Christianity but 
still held onto all the Jewish laws and customs. This was completely contrary to Paul’s 
teaching that we are justified by grace through Jesus Christ alone. They demanded that every 
Christian must follow the old Jewish laws and customs before they could qualify to be a 
Christian. To their thinking, you weren’t “good enough” to be a Christian unless you were 
“good enough” to be a Jew.  

Now I realize that Paul’s language is entirely sexist in that he seems not to acknowledge the 
existence of women in his argument; but Paul is going in a different direction. Remember, this 
is the same Paul who says in the previous chapter, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male or female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” But in this example he is focused on Roman laws regarding inheritance, which 
were exclusively male. Roman society was patriarchal and the father completely ruled the 
family. So having a male heir was critically important. It was the son who would be an heir, and 
he would run the family business, protect the family’s interests, carry the family’s good name 
forward, and have a son, to inherit all over again. This was so important that if a father had no 
son, Roman law allowed a father to adopt a son and make him an heir.  
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Adoption is a legal process whereby a person leaves one family to join another. If the father 
died while the heir was still a child, the child was still subject to guardians appointed by the 
father until he came of age. So as long as the son, adopted or not, was still a child, he had no 
rights whatsoever, even if he eventually owns the inheritance. As added benefit, all the debts 
of the adopted child were forgiven.  

 

The law on adoption even extended to slaves. In Roman society, slaves held the lowest social 
position; but they could still have great responsibilities. Slaves could run their master’s 
business, raise their master’s children, be responsible for running the master’s household, rise 
to a position of trust and responsibility…and still be a slave, whose life was completely 
controlled by a master.  No matter how much skill, ability, or money a slave might have, a 
slave was still a slave and could never participate in the society in the way a son or daughter 
could. But the continuation of the family was so important that even a slave could be adopted 
and made an heir.  

 
Paul was trying to make the Judaizers see that a permanent, transformative change happened 
as soon as they accepted the new life of Christ in them. The Law of Moses had been replaced 
by the law of love, demonstrated in the birth and life of Jesus. Paul was telling the Judaizers 
that they were children, and as long as they were children, they were just like slaves. Now you 
might say, “Well, what has slavery got to do with me? I’m not a slave.” Unfortunately, since 
Paul’s time, human beings have come up with ever-more creative ways to enslave themselves 
and one another.   

 
I was watching a story this week about Afghanistan, which is the world’s leading producer of 
opium and heroin. These drugs have taken a terrible toll on their society, which already had a 
lot of problems. Almost 10 percent of the adult population is addicted to drugs. In the largest 
city, Kabul, there is a bridge called the Pul-i-Sokhta bridge. It’s not a large bridge, only a few 
feet over a dried-up riverbed. The only water is a sewer pipe that empties out a few feet away. 
The ground is covered with trash. Underneath that bridge lives a large group of heroin addicts. 
These people have literally nothing—no possessions, no money, only the rags on their back, 
and they sleep on the ground. They spend their days begging for money to buy heroin. 
Underneath the bridge, they squat on the ground, and openly shoot up or smoke heroin. No 
one makes any effort to stop them. 

All day long there is a crowd of people gathered above them on the bridge, who look down on 
this wretched scene below. Some of them hold a cloth over their face because of the stench. 
Some of them make fun of the addicts down below. As they look down on this wasteland, the 
expression on their faces is the same as if they were watching animals in the zoo. And the 
reporter talked to one of the people on the bridge, who said, “Oh, yes, this is a terrible thing. 
We pity these people. It is better to die than to live like this.” Then the reporter talked to one of 
the addicts under the bridge, who said, “I used to hide my face from the people on the bridge, 
but now I don’t care anymore.” And then this addicted man said something very profound. In 
his broken English, he said, “What I must not lose, I have lost this.” And I thought about what it 
was that this man had lost. For this man who had nothing, who had lost everything, only his 
addiction remained. He had lost his humanity, the essence of what made him a human being, 
and he knew it. He had lost the sense of being valued, of being a child of God. And I knew that 
he would probably never regain that humanity by himself.  

As for the people above, they are in danger of losing the very same thing. In their superiority 
they have forgotten their responsibility to care for others, not because those of low estate are 
in need, but because of their own need to express their humanity. As they look down on 
others, in the back of their mind they realize that except for a slight combination of 
circumstance, it might be them living under the bridge with someone else looking down at 
them. When we no longer care about the pain and suffering of others, we are no longer their 
brother or sister; we have made ourselves nothing.  
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 So before we get too high and mighty about the plight of these addicts and the heartlessness 
of their audience, we should remember the people we pass every day, under bridges, on 
street corners, in homeless camps all over this city, or in church, every one of whom has lost 
something, a part of their humanity. Something that cannot be restored until someone else 
reaches out their hand to help them.  

It would be easy to look at this scene and become despondent or depressed. There are some 
people who believe that this is how God operates. That God is powerful but not caring. That 
God created the world and us, but now simply watches things from a safe distance, not caring 
enough to intervene, just an observer of the pain and tribulation of life. Like the people on top 
of the bridge, looking out over a sea of misery but doing nothing to stop it. Or they believe God 
is caring but not powerful, like one of the pathetic addicts under the bridge, powerless to 
change the situation, a mute witness to their own catastrophe. I could not worship either of 
those Gods. I believe a God who made the sun, moon, stars, and every human heart would 
not sit idly by while God’s children were suffering in darkness. I believe a God who cared so 
much for the world to give his only Son would not stop to reach into this world from the bottom 
to the top to break every chain and set the prisoners free. 

Because this God has some “skin in the game.” Investors will tell you they get all kinds of 
advice on which stocks to buy, but the question they always ask the person giving them the 
advice is, “Do you have any ‘skin in the game?’ I hear what you’re saying, but if it’s such a 
good investment, why don’t you have any money in it?” If you’re going to be credible, you have 
to have some “skin in the game.”  God put His “skin in the game” in “sending forth His son, 
born of woman, born under the law.” God was not some absent landlord just dropping 
by on the first of the month to pick up the rent. God has a redemptive plan that involves you, 
the church, and the world. 

To his Jewish critics Paul is saying, “You may be heirs of Abraham’s promise, but you’re still 
slaves. This is how it was for us before Jesus. We were like children, we had no power, no 
authority; we were like slaves to whatever the world threw at us. We had no say over our own 
lives. But now God has sent one among us who suffers just as we do, so we might be rescued 
out of our terrible situation, and delivered into a new relationship, a new life and a new family.” 
Paul is saying that Christ is a gift of God’s grace to both Jews and non-Jews in the family of 
God. We were not redeemed to be individuals; we were redeemed to be in relationship with 
God and a relationship with all those who are also redeemed. Because even though I’m 
redeemed, without them I can’t live the kind of life that God wants for me. I can’t be a Christian 
without you. The bad news is, you can’t be a Christian without me. We’re in this redemption 
thing together. You get to pick your friends but not your family. 

I think if I were a slave, I would want more than freedom. I would want a family. You can be 
free, but you can also be alone. There is Paul’s Christmas message: We are redeemed from 
and redeemed to: from the world and redeemed to a community of love.  

You do realize that church is just a rehearsal for what God is going to do later on? I don’t think 
it’s an accident that we have so many adopted and special needs families in this church; I 
think it’s a sign. I don’t think it’s an accident that we have so many people from other religious 
traditions – Methodist, Catholic, Baptist, Episcopalian, or no tradition; I think it’s a sign. A sign 
that this is what the kingdom of heaven is supposed to look like. Not a monoculture, but 
multicultural. Not one color, but every color. And if it is what the kingdom of heaven is like, 
then we need to be very, very serious about it.  
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The most important thing we can offer to anyone who walks through that door is not our 
doctrine, not our theology, not the grand history of the church, but family. Because if you 
don’t have family, you don’t have anyone to carry on that doctrine, that theology, that history. 
People don’t care about what you know until they know that you care. This church will be a 
witness to the kingdom of heaven by how we treat one another. If people come through that 
door and find a bunch of backstabbing, bad-mouthing hypocrites, there’s no reason for them 
to want to be a part of that. You can go to any bar or bowling league in this town and get the 
same thing. But if they find a group of people committed to each other, who are helping each 
other, growing and sharing their lives with one another, treating each other as family, 
worshipping together, praying together in spite of all the differences, then they might just 
wonder what it is that keeps this motley crew together. Black, white, brown, young, old, rich, 
poor.  

 
I don’t know about you, but that second poem sounds a lot more like my Christmas than the 
first. Not every Christmas can be great. Sometimes Christmas rolls over you like a freight train, 
and all you can do is just hold on. The advertising, the merchandizing, the glitz of Christmas 
truly overwhelms us. A lot of times Christmas feels more like a burden than a blessing, and we 
miss the grace, the joy, the open-mouthed wonder of Christmas. Every year we say we’re 
going to do it differently, and every year we get run over. It’s almost as if we are slaves to a 
Christmas that is not our own. 

What keeps a church together is loving God and loving one another.  “Family is the place 
that, when you go there, they have to take you in.”  I was listening to NPR and I heard an 
interview with Scott Simon, who is one of their radio hosts, about adoption. He and his wife 
Caroline had tried to have children for many years without success. And then when they 
were both about 50 years old, they decided to adopt a child. About this time, in the early 
1990s, the Chinese government relaxed its laws regarding adoption and made thousands of 
children available. Of course, most of them were female because the Chinese tradition 
favors having male children, not female. And Scott described the process they had to go 
through to adopt a child in China.  

This was not your typical Hollywood movie kind of adoption, where the parents go to the 
adoption bureau, the children line up for inspection, and you pick out a child the way you 
might pick out a cheese Danish at Starbucks. It was extremely stressful with lots of 
paperwork and bureaucracy; it took a long time, and it was very expensive. During the 
process they received a picture of the child, and of course they immediately fell in love with 
her. Finally, they went to China and were there for several days. Then they were taken to an 
adoption center in Nanching, in southern China, a huge government building, where they 
endured more paperwork, and then they finally got to see their child. She was eleven months 
old; but because they had already received a picture of her, taken five months before, they 
recognized her mouth, her eyebrows, her hair. They named her Elise. 

And they received so much joy from the child that a few years later, they decided to adopt 
another. This time the process was a lot simpler. Not as long, not as difficult. Once again, 
they received a picture of the child and once again, they fell in love. This time, instead of 
going to the adoption center, they were told the baby would be brought to their hotel room. 
And so they were waiting with their daughter Elise, who was then about 5 years old, when 
someone knocked on the door, brought the baby in, laid her on a conference table, shook 
their hands, and left. That was it. And they were so happy to receive this child, taking 
pictures, calling their friends on the phone, showing Elise her new baby sister. But then they 
looked at the picture and realized that the little girl before them did not look anything like the 
picture. Within a few seconds what had been joy turned into apprehension. “What if this isn’t 
the same baby? What if they made a mistake? Why didn’t we get the right baby? What if 
they come and take her back? Maybe we should just head to the airport? What happens if 
they stop us?” And that fear starting running through their minds. “Maybe we should call 
them and tell them they made a mistake? What happens if they find out that we knew she 
wasn’t ours?” And then their 5-year-old Elise reached out, took the baby by the hand, looked 
at her parents, and said, “It doesn’t matter.”  
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What is grace? The old preacher said, “Grace is the unmerited favor of God.” The “favor of 
God.” It sounds good, but it just feels a little different when you actually receive it, when you 
actually put it on and walk around in it. That 5-year-old knows what grace is. She received it, 
and she knew how to give it. I’ll tell you a secret: Grace feels good. It’s good to give and it’s 
good to receive. This 5-year-old child, who had been denied the grace of a family at birth, 
was then able to receive that grace from another family, and able to give that grace to 
another child who was just as desperate to receive it. “It doesn’t matter.” Once you’re 
adopted, it doesn’t matter where you’ve been, or what you’ve done, because all of your 
debts are forgiven. You have been taken from your old family and given a new family.   

“It doesn’t matter.” Whatever went on before, whatever happened to you before, none of that 
can prevent your adoption; and when you are adopted, none of it can be held against you. 
You are more than acquitted. You are affirmed. You are more than redeemed, you are 
related.  

“It doesn’t matter.” The only thing that does matter is the new life, the new family, offered by 
God through the birth of His Son. That is the same way the Christ child comes to us, 
helpless but not hopeless. Gentle but with all power in his tiny hands. God remembers you. 
God recognizes you. Your life is precious to God. Your life cannot be lost or thrown away.  

Now we can go to God as a child runs to a parent, not out of fear or blind obedience, but with 
love, with joy, with a family. Now somebody might say, “I never had that kind of family.” 
Neither did I. But I found one when I accepted Christ. By this birth God has given us an 
opportunity to experience life the way God meant it to be, by walking with one another 
through the joy, the pain, the nitty-gritty of life. Sharing, growing, and learning about God 
from one another. The grace of God in Christ is the fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham 
to be heirs of the Kingdom of God. 

Even if I’m having a bad Christmas, even if I’m not feeling the Christmas spirit, there is 
another Spirit sent by God. Christmas isn’t just for me alone, it’s for the whole world. This is 
the Spirit of Christ that breaks the chains of slavery and makes me part of the family of God. 
God rescues us from slavery by redeeming us, buying us back, so that we can become part 
of His family. We are not our own; we are bought with a price. God adopts us so that we can 
call Him “Abba” or “Father,” to be in relation with Him and each other. Both freedom and 
family. 
 
The Master Poet has written the first line of an eternal poem about the birth of Christ: “Christ 
is born in in Bethlehem.” And the last line of the poem might be, “Merry Christmas to all, and 
to all a good night.”   Amen
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Isaiah 61:10-11  10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he 

has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 

bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the 

earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, so the 

Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations. 

Isaiah 62:1-3  1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2The 
nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a 
new name that the mouth of the  LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand 
of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

Galatians 4:4-7  4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit 
of his Son into our hearts, crying, "Abba! Father!" 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, 
and if a child then also an heir of God through Christ. 

              “ ’Twas the night before Christmas and all 
through the house, not a creature was stirring, 
not even a mouse. The stockings were hung 
from the chimney with care, with hopes that St. 
Nicholas soon would be there.”  

 
 

I don’t know about you, but that second poem sounds a lot more like my Christmas than the 
first. Not every Christmas can be great. Sometimes Christmas rolls over you like a freight train, 
and all you can do is just hold on. The advertising, the merchandizing, the glitz of Christmas 
truly overwhelms us. A lot of times Christmas feels more like a burden than a blessing, and we 
miss the grace, the joy, the open-mouthed wonder of Christmas. Every year we say we’re 
going to do it differently, and every year we get run over. It’s almost as if we are slaves to a 
Christmas that is not our own. 

 
Paul, it seems, was not big on Christmas, either. In the scriptures he spends more time talking 
about the crucifixion of Christ rather than the birth. But in this rare instance, Paul finds a way to 
explain how we experience grace in the birth of Christ. 

 
Our text today comes from Paul’s letter to the church in Galatia, in what is modern-day Turkey. 
In this time, Galatia was a Roman province under Roman law. Paul, a Roman citizen, uses the 
Roman law about adoption to illustrate how God adopted both Jews and non-Jews into God’s 
family. Paul visited Galatia three times during his missionary journeys, each time battling with 
a group of Christians we call “Judaizers.” These were Jews who converted to Christianity but 
still held onto all the Jewish laws and customs. This was completely contrary to Paul’s 
teaching that we are justified by grace through Jesus Christ alone. They demanded that every 
Christian must follow the old Jewish laws and customs before they could qualify to be a 
Christian. To their thinking, you weren’t “good enough” to be a Christian unless you were 
“good enough” to be a Jew.  

Now I realize that Paul’s language is entirely sexist in that he seems not to acknowledge the 
existence of women in his argument; but Paul is going in a different direction. Remember, this 
is the same Paul who says in the previous chapter, “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male or female; for you are all one in Christ 
Jesus.” But in this example he is focused on Roman laws regarding inheritance, which 
were exclusively male. Roman society was patriarchal and the father completely ruled the 
family. So having a male heir was critically important. It was the son who would be an heir, and 
he would run the family business, protect the family’s interests, carry the family’s good name 
forward, and have a son, to inherit all over again. This was so important that if a father had no 
son, Roman law allowed a father to adopt a son and make him an heir.  
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Greater Hope Center 
 

Clothing donations can be delivered to our boutique 
located at 4136 E. 12th, Austin, Texas 78723.  

 
We accept all clothing donations during the hours 

we are open: Tuesday and Thursday 4:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  

 
We will also make special arrangements for dona-

tions at other hours.  
 

Free clothing for those who need it. 
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 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 
 

 

If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and if 
you have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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"

  

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER NOTICES 

During Georgette Kleinpeter’s  

FMLA Dec. 15 – Feb. 15 

the deadline for putting information in the 

“NCFA Newsletter” is Wednesday at 9pm. 

 

Please send to Trish Holland  

at geotriholland@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

 

Job Opportunities 

DO YOU WANT A NEW JOB OPPORTUNITY?  
Check out this free job-finding service! 

 

Goodwill Industries provides Austin residents with a free job- 
finding service involving many companies in the Austin area.  

If you need work, please look into this opportunity.  
 

Here is a link with more detailed info: 
https://www.goodwillcentraltexas.org/education-job-training/find-a-job  

 

mailto:geotriholland@yahoo.com
https://www.goodwillcentraltexas.org/education-job-training/find-a-job
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Buildings & Grounds is in 
need of persons to help 
one or more days a month 
with light cleaning and set 
up for Sunday worship. 
This would typically be 
done on a Friday or Satur-
day and require between 
one and two hours of your 

time.  

 

For details see Tim Lenz, 

Chairperson Buildings &  

Grounds.  

NCFA Women’s Ministry 
Important Dates and Opportunities 

 

March 8, 2015 
Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday: 

We honor women who contribute their gifts to the church and community and lift up 
the bond between young and senior women in God’s household. Resources available. 
 
 

June 18-21, 2015 
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

Minneapolis, MN 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the 
body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free— and we were 
all made to drink of one Spirit. ––1 Corinthians 12:12–27 

Lord, make me an instrument of Thy peace;  
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;  

Where there is injury, pardon;  
Where there is error, the truth;  

Where there is doubt, the faith;  
Where there is despair, hope;  
Where there is darkness, light;  

And where there is sadness, joy.  
 

O Divine Master,  
Grant that I may not so much seek  

To be consoled, as to console;  
To be understood, as to understand;  

To be loved as to love.  
 

For it is in giving that we receive;  
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;  

And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen.  
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder George Washington IV 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Jane Mack 
Women’s Ministry 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Jimmy Bohn 

Ulysses Cox 

Katie Harris 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Kathy Smith 

Carol Saddington 

 

 

January 11th  

Celebrate Naomi Jones’ Citizenship 

 

January 18th 

NCFA’s 6th Church Anniversary 

Ordination and/or Installation of 

Church Officers during  

10:15 a.m. worship. 

 

January 18th 

3:00 p.m. at NCFA 

You are invited to our joint celebra-

tion of the life and legacy of the 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. with the Rev. San Williams, 

the University Presbyterian 

Church, and leaders from the 

Bertha Means Sadler and  

        Women’s Leadership Academy 

 

January 25th 

Family Friendly Worshp 

Celebration of January Birthdays 

NCFA Session Meeting 

 

January 31st 

Tentative NCFA  

Leadership Retreat. 

 January 

1/1     Kimberly Hall  

1/3     Katie Keeler Harris  

1/4     Doug Caroom 

1/5     Michelle Bach 

1/6     Josh Harris 

1/13   Patricia Caroom 

          Tiffany Williams 

1/15   George Washington IV 

1/16    Elle Divine 

           Stacy Robinson 

1/17    Nora Quinn 

1/25    Awudizi Vida-Torku  

1/29    Roman Duran 

           Doug Smith 

              1/5 Charlie and Wonho Shin 

             1/21 Ashley and Scott Phillips  

            1/31 Oliver and Elizabeth Smith                


