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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 
 

On Sunday we celebrated with a loud voice, "He is Risen. He is Risen in-
deed!" It is by celebrating the fact Jesus was resurrected and overcame death 
and the grave that we are reminded that we are a resurrection people. He got 
up so that we can get up. We can get up because He got up. Our Savior en-
dured the depths of human suffering and pain so that we might know that he 
identifies with us in our suffering and pain. 

Please continue to pray for the families of JJ Baskin, Joy Puente, Stacie Ba-
bles, and Jane Mack, our beloved sisters and brother who entered the Church 
Triumphant. Our hope continues to be that when we are absent from our mor-
tal bodies, we are present with the Lord, who keeps us on this side of glory 
and the next. Amen. 

We celebrated JJ Baskin and Joy Puente last week. On Saturday (April 11) at 
11:00am, we will celebrate the life of Stacie at Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist 
Church, which is located at 5900 Cameron Rd., Austin 78723. Stacie's pastor 
at Mt. Sinai MBC, the Reverend A. W. Anthony Mays will give the eulogy.   

We will celebrate the life of Elder H. Jane Mack on Saturday, April 25th, at 
3:00pm in the sanctuary of Covenant Presbyterian Church, which is located 
3003 Northland Dr., Austin 78705. The family appreciates your love and sup-
port. The later date of the memorial service ensures that most of the family 
will be present to honor Jane. Thank you for understanding and for loving the 
family through this difficult time. 

After worship on Sunday, please join us for our "Experience Cuba" luncheon. 
This is a time to share with the congregation some of the experiences our 
team had in Cuba, as well as to lift up the other mission trips and ministries 
flowing out of New Covenant Fellowship. Within this newsletter you will find 

the prayer journal for Patricia Caroom and her team as they serve in Sudan.  

Family and Friends, please know that I appreciate your love and support. I am 
aware that you are concerned about my well-being. So am I, and I will be set-
ting aside time to grieve and rest. Please know that after experiencing such 
loss, I need to be in the House of the Lord with the people I love and who love 
me. It is in proclaiming the Word of God that I am reminded of the promises of 
God. Together we encourage one another and live out the spirit of 1 Thessa-
lonians 5:9-11, 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that 
whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 11 Therefore en-

courage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

Resurrection Sunday was wonderful. I couldn't believe that the women of the 
church and our guests were wearing Easter bonnets. Our children were 
dressed up and looking marvelous. Oliver Smith blessed us by taking pictures 
of our families for the Church Directory and as keepsakes. God is good. 

 

                                                                                                        Cont’d 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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As the praise team of Daniels, Harris, Pellette, Pellette, and Pellette blessed 
us with a wonderful rendition of  "Order My Steps," I was reminded of Psalm 
22:3, where God inhabits the praises of God's people, and The Message ver-
sion of Romans 5:3-5:   3-5 There’s more to come: We continue to shout 
our praise even when we’re hemmed in with troubles, because we know 
how troubles can develop passionate patience in us, and how that pa-
tience in turn forges the tempered steel of virtue, keeping us alert for 
whatever God will do next. In alert expectancy such as this, we’re never 
left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary—we can’t round up enough 
containers to hold everything God generously pours into our lives 

through the Holy Spirit! 

 In the “Westminster Shorter Catechism” we are reminded that the chief end 
of all humanity is to glorify God and enjoy God forever. We are a blessed peo-
ple. Let's make the most of every day and each other while we are on this 
side of glory. Amen? Amen!!!! 

   

 

 

  

 

 

13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about 
those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have 
no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, 
through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. 15 For this 
we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 
are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those 

who have died.  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-15) 

 

God Bless 

Pastor James H. Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

_ _ _ Symbol for Stacie Bables 

_ _ _JJ Baskin to get going and use the keys for                           

the sake of the Kingdom 

_ _ _Tigress Jane Mack, who fought for her  
family and our church...grrrrrr. 
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Rev. Jeff Saddington has begun a 6-class se-
ries on the Gospel of Mark. He will facilitate 
the class using the book Mark’s Gospel from 
Scratch, by Griggs and Myers. Study on 
Thursday evenings at 7-8pm, in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  

Dates: April 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, May 7th 
and 14th.  

The book can be found online, new or used.  
Light snacks provided. Please plan according-
ly.  



NEWSLETTER (4/10/2015)

Passover Seder Service & Meal
April 19. 2015 after Worship

Why a Seder at NCF? Because we are called to 

observe the Seder.

We are in a land which is not our own. Even as 

the Israelites were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt, we 

have found ourselves in bondage to sin. Even as 

the Israelites called to the Lord to deliver them, 

we have called to the Lord to deliver us. He has 

heard our cry! He has saved us! Throughout all 

ages, Jews have symbolically reenacted their 

salvation from Egypt through the eating of the 

Seder meal. Jesus Christ on the night before his 

death celebrated the Seder with his disciples. 

As Christians, the Seder has meaning for us, not only because it helps us to understand the 

original context of the first Lord’s Supper, but because it symbolically reflects so much of our 

experience of God’s grace.

The Seder service has many parts. After lighting the candles, we will eat foods that remind us of 

the faith journey we walk and the bitterness and sweetness found along the way. We will recount 

(and count) the plagues levied on the Pharaoh. We will remember Christ's sacrifice and that we 

still wait for his return.  We will be reminded of Jesus washing the feet of his friends and 

followers. We will learn that God's deliverance of our fathers out of Egypt can mirror our 

deliverance from our sins. We will share a potluck meal.  We will fellowship and pray.

*** If you haven't signed up for an item to bring 

to the potluck, check out the list on the back table. ***
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

April 12  
2nd Sunday of Easter  

 
April 14 6:30 –9:00 pm 

Men’s Ministry Dinner and 
Bible Study, in the NCFA  

Kitchen  
 

April 15  
6:30pm Light Dinner,  

Prayer and Praise Service  
at 7pm. 

 
April 16 12noon  

Bible Study at Connie 
Jones’s home  

 
7:00pm    

Mark’s Gospel from 
Scratch, Fellowship Hall  

 
April 19  

3rd Sunday of Easter 

 APRIL 

 1st       Matthew Castilleja 

 2nd      Justin Wallace    

 4th      Gemma Munoz      

 6th   Jhaliah J’nae Edwards 

 11th  Kayla Zajicek 

15th   J.T. Longino 

    Abraham Agbottah    

16th      Kofi Vida-Torku 

    Alida Tallman 

18th    Aquanetta Hicks 

22nd  Wonho Shin 

24th      Lucy Oglesby    

25th   Angela Mojica 

    Lydia Marion 

27th  Saul Cortez 
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We Care Kits 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 
the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 
1 Peter 3:15  
 
We are currently accepting the following donations: 
 
Food/Drink Items: 
Granola Bars 
Peanut Butter Crackers 
Trail Mix  
8-oz. Water Bottles 
 
Hygiene/Personal Items: 
Travel-Size Toothbrush  
Travel-Size Toothpaste 
Travel-Size Soap or Body Wash 
Travel-Size Shampoo 
Pocket-Size Kleenex 
Pocket-Size Comb (no pointed handle) 
Chap stick 
Adult White Crew Socks – Size Large 
 
All donated items should be placed in the donations box located in 
Classroom 7. If you have any questions, please email or call me: 
 
     calyflower2020@yahoo.com / (512) 228-4712 
 
NCFA Evangelism Committee and the Children and Youth Commit-
tee will schedule a date in April to put the kits together.  
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
April 12  —  Rev. Jeff Saddington 

April 19 -  Seminarian John Harrison 
May 10  - Rev. Trish Holland 

Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 

 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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On January 15, 2015, the African American Presidents and Deans in Theological 
Education issued a call through an open letter to leaders and citizens of our country 
and to those who serve theological and divinity schools. The letter seeks a response to 
the current and persistent forces in our country that result in the violence against 
and devaluing of the lives of African American men and women. Indeed, the call 
emerges from a concern for the preservation of human dignity everywhere. In the 
words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere.” 

At the annual meeting of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) presidents and board 
chairs, Dr. Brian Blount, President of Union Presbyterian Seminary, and one of the 
signers of the open letter, read the letter as part of our opening prayer. We were all 
deeply moved. 

Therefore, we the seminary presidents of the PC(USA) affirm our solidarity with 
you, our colleagues in theological and religious education, as we all work toward a 
more just world, shaped in the image of Jesus’ vision of Jubilee in which God 
announces good news to the poor, proclaims freedom for the prisoners, recovery of 
sight for the blind, and sets the oppressed free (Luke 4:18–19, Isaiah 61:1–2). 

We commit to creating and sustaining conversations, programs, and/or actions, 
consistent with the missions of our schools that respond to our country’s current 
situation so that we might embrace anew a vision of “the beloved community.” 
Finally, we are grateful to you our colleagues, who have committed yourselves to the 
equipping and training of future leaders in our churches and in society. Your 
prophetic witness inspires us. Our own various complicities within oppressive 
structures humble us. May the Spirit of God, which dwells in each of us, transform 
our world so that we might more fully embrace a Christian witness that seeks to act 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God (Micah 6:8). 

The peace and grace of Jesus Christ be with all of you, The Seminary Presidents of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

-The Rev. Dr. M. Craig Barnes, President, Princeton Theological Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Brian K. Blount, President, Union Presbyterian Theological Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Jeffrey F. Bullock, President, the University of Dubuque Theological 
Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl, III, President, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Katharine Rhodes Henderson, President, Auburn Theological 
Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Michael Jinkins, President, Louisville Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. James McDonald, President, San Francisco Theological Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Paul T. Roberts, Sr., President, Johnson C. Smith Theological Seminary  
-William E. Scheu, Interim President, Columbia Theological Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Theodore J. Wardlaw, President, Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary  
-The Rev. Dr. Frank M. Yamada, President, McCormick Theological Seminary  
  
Faithfully yours, 

 

Theodore J. Wardlaw 
President Friends All: 
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NCF Evangelism Committee  

Presents The Mission Experience 
Luncheon 

Come eat and learn about  

Cuba. 

 

Sunday, April 12, 2015  

Immediately following Service 

Lunch provided! 
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 Four areas of  

focus for 2015  
 

1.     Retain and minister to visitors 
and members through personal 

contacts, strengthening families, 
ministry-driven events, and 
identifying and utilizing the 

numerous gifts of our members. 
 

2. Better utilize social media and other modes of communication 
to celebrate our ministry, share resources, and organize 
ourselves. 
3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries through 
mentoring, attending their extracurricular activities, utilizing 
their gifts in worship, and assisting in the Nursery and Church 
School. 
4.    Continue emphasizing 
Marketplace Ministry and 
celebrating the various 
ministries within our church 
and community.   

Continue to reach out into 
the community like the 
Community Garden and  our 

ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician now, as Carol has re-
tired from playing the piano at the early ser-
vice.  (She will continue to accompany the 

10:15 service).  
 

 If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
  
 
 
 
 

He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed! 

 

 Praise the Lord for God's Risen Son! 

 

 Lift up Michelle in the midst of intense preparation 

for her upcoming medical board exam. Prayers for 

both her and John as they must set aside their 

current vocational desires in order to prepare for 

their professional futures. 

 

 Thanksgiving for the support and encouragement 

of John (for Michelle) and also Zach (for Debbie) 

during intense med school studies. 

 

 Thanksgiving for George H.'s help setting up the 

chapel service for Easter worship. 

 

 Thanksgiving for the creativity of Trish's brother 

and sister-in-law who are turning a large piece of 

property in Louisiana into a garden. 

 

 Praise for the faith of sisters Julie and Katherine 

that shows they don't forget to whom they belong 

in the midst of difficult decisions regarding their 

beloved mother Jane.  

 

  Praise that we are Christ’s legacy as we carry His 

love into the world.  Praise for Pastor Lee—the man 

whose vision and love is the legacy of NCF.  

 

  Praise that after 16 months of cancer treatments 

Nancy T will have the LAST ONE on Monday.  

 

  Praise for Nancy H bringing her hats to worship to 

share.  The hats have been passed down in her 

family and continue an old church tradition for 

many of our NCF members.  The women certainly 

looked festive in their Easter Bonnets. 

 

 Praise for Nancy H’s daughter returning to school 

in Denton.  Lift up travel mercies, focus, and 

dedication to studies. 
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  Prayer and Praise  
 

 Praise from Nikki for her family’s celebration of 

Passover yesterday.  And more praise for today’s 

celebration of Easter and the resurrection of Our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 Thanksgiving for the life and ministry of our sister 

Jane Mack who passed away in the early hours of 

Easter Monday.  Thanksgiving for all prayers and 

support provided to her during her illness and to her 

family.   

 

 Lift up Patricia as she travels back to Sudan to take 

the Gospel to an unreached group of Toposa 

people.  This very remote area is saturated with 

witchcraft under which the people live in fear.  The 

Good News of Jesus Christ would help to liberate 

them from these principalities of darkness.  Lift up 

Doug and the family in their support of Patricia’s 

mission work.  

 

 Lift up Ashley’s friend Laurie who has just been 

diagnosed with Stage IV lung cancer.  

 

  Praise for the voices of children in our church. 

 

  PRAISE for the music and song in worship today! 

 

 Praise for Stacie’s home-going where she is now 

completely healed. Praise for the Hayes and Brown 

families who have helped care for Stacie through her 

battle with cancer.  Lift up Stacie’s friends--

particularly Pastor Lee--and family as they grieve 

their loss of her on this side. Isaiah 53:5 For he was 

pierced for our transgression, he was crushed for 

our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 

was upon him and by his wounds we are healed.  

 

 sometimes God heals us on earth, sometimes God heals 

us by taking us home to him.  

 

 Praise for Pastor Lee’s inspired sermon about the 

reality of the resurrection and the joy, hope, and 

encouragement we can know because of the gift of 

Jesus. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 Buildings & Grounds is in need of persons to help 

one or more days a month with light cleaning and set 

up for Sunday worship. This would typically be done 

on a Friday or Saturday and require between one 

and two hours of your time.   For details see Tim 

Lenz, Chairperson Buildings & Grounds 

 Congregational Life  is in need of folks with the gift 

of hospitality and/or planning events. Contact Mary 

Mojica at maryjomojica@yahoo.com 

 

After worship:  Enjoy fellowship.  Put away the Bibles 

and Hymnals.  Collect the brown baskets and attend-

ance sheets.  Throw away our trash.  Empty waste bas-

kets in the classrooms,  restroom, and kitchen. 



 

Greater Hope Center 
 

Clothing donations can be delivered to our boutique 
located at 4136 E. 12th, Austin, Texas 78723.  

 
We accept all clothing donations during the hours 

we are open: Tuesday and Thursday 4:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  

 
We will also make special arrangements for dona-

tions at other hours.  
 

Free clothing for those who need it. 
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 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 
 

 

If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and if 
you have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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Did you know the most effective Christian education takes place in homes  
where the adults are growing in their faith? 

Check out one of these opportunities for growing in 2015: 
 

Tuesday Evening Men's Bible Study - 6:30pm - Kitchen 
Men are finishing up a study on the book of Judges by Tim Keller. The next topic will be selected 
by the Men’s Ministry. 

 

Thursday Noon Bible Study, 12 noon –1 pm 
at the home of Connie Jones – 5107 Edenbourgh Ln. 

(north of 290 East, just past Springdale) A study of the writings of the Apostle Paul.  
All welcome, bring a bag lunch as desired. 

 

4th Saturday Adult Bible Study, 8:30 am   
Chapter 3 of "Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians" 

by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School - 9:15am - Rm. 7 
This class is studying a book by Bill Hybels and John Ortberg on the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Passion story, “The Lord's Prayer,” and several parables. The scripture is read together and then 
questions in the guide are discussed, making it real to current life.  

 

Dates for Presbyterian Women 
 
 
April , 16, 23  Thursday  The Thursday Noon Bible Study will meet 
at the home of Connie  Jones, 5107 Edenbourgh Lane.  They will 
continue discussion of Horizons, “Reconciling  Paul:  A Contem-
porary Study of 2 Corinthians.” 
 
April 25, Saturday  The 4

th
 Saturday Morning Bible Study will meet 

at 8:30 AM in the kitchen  to discuss Lesson 6 in Horizons, 
“Reconciling Paul:  A Contemporary Study of 2  Corinthians.” 
 
May 1, Friday  Church Women United will meet at 9:30 AM at West-
minster Presbyterian   Church, 3208 Exposition Boulevard.  The 
program is Friendship Celebration:  “Journey  of the Caregiver.” 
 
May 12, Tuesday  Annual PW Spring Luncheon, 10:00 AM-1:00 PM, 
Covenant Presbyterian  Church, FEB 200.  NCF ladies invited to 
attend. 
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 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed 

to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also 

you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—

unless you have come to believe in vain. 3For I handed on to you as of first 

importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance 

with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day 

in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 

twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one 

time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to 

James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared 

also to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because 

I persecuted the church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his 

grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any 

of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then 

it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

 

John 20:1-18                    
1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 

the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and 

went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 

them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they 

have laid him.”  3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 

tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 

there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 

the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on 

Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 

believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 

the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes.  11But Mary stood weeping 

outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw 

two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head 

and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She 

said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have 

laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 

there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she 

said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him 

in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold 

on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and 

say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your 

God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 

Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.  
 

What do we do now? The disciples had placed their trust and their hope in Jesus. For 

400 years the heavens had been silent, and all of a sudden they hear one who would 

come in the name of the Lord, and so hope has been restored. But what do you do 

when the one you hoped in was betrayed and beaten by the Roman authorities and the 

religious folk? What do you do?  

 

What do you do when your choosing to follow this one meant that your family would 

decide to have nothing to do with you because they think he’s a lunatic? What do you 

do? When you expected him, the one who healed others, to be the one who would not 

endure suffering and not die? What do you do? I’m glad you asked. 
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I want to talk a little bit about Practicing our faith, Processing through life, and 
then Proclaiming the Good News: 

Practicing our faith 
See, the value of a faith is only valuable if you practice it. To say that you are a 
member of a team and you don’t put on the uniform, you don’t practice…somebody 
might question are you really on the team? The value of practicing your faith is that 
it helps you when you don’t know what to do or you can’t do what you’re supposed 
to do. When you cry, you cry out. Cry out to whom? We cry out to the Lord from 
whence cometh our help….As they would say in the Psalms, above the mountains, 
that’s who we would cry out to.  

If you find yourself on the ash heap like Job, because he went through some things, 
you know how to be angry; but then you could say, “Naked I came, and naked I 
go…blessed be the name of the Lord. (Job 1:21) 

Then there are times when you find yourself overjoyed; and he danced so much, it 
was as if he danced off his clothing, and it was something when the royal dance 
before the Lord has us take off all the pretenses like I have on today. That’s when 
you practice your faith—not your religion, but your faith. 

Mary practiced a part of her faith. You see, Jesus had to die before Passover. Right 
there he had to die at a certain time. Because that happened, he didn’t have the 
proper burial arrangements taken care of, preparation of his body for death. We say 
that as we look at the book and we work our way through it, but some of us will 
remember that a woman named Mary broke her alabaster box and put some nard on 
his feet, and with her tears and her hair she wiped his feet. When it was time, Jesus 
told all the folks who had something to say to leave her alone, “for she has prepared 
me for my burial.” (Matthew 26:12)  

God always makes provisions, but it gives us an opportunity to practice our faith. 
And so it’s early in the morning, and she goes to prepare his body, or so she thinks. 
And I’m glad for that because there are some times we just have to go through the 
motions—some say “Fake it till you make it.” Some would say, “You’re not being 
sincere,” and you may be right, but I’m being all I can be right now. Sometimes I 
can’t pray, so I have to hold up my hands; sometimes I have to moan. But I’m doing 
what I know to do, what I’ve been taught to do, what I saw someone else do, until I 
know for sure—Lord, is this what I’m supposed to do? And that’s what Mary did, 
and I’m glad for it. “Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of 
things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1) If she had known everything, she wouldn’t have 
had to go to the tomb. But she didn’t know. She had faith, and so she went, and she 
followed the process that she knew best; and in doing so, had an opportunity to have 
an encounter with the Almighty. So practice your faith. Read the word of God. And 
if you fall asleep, give thanks to God for peace and for rest. (It happens sometimes!) 
If you pray, remember, pray “A-C-T-S”: 

          Adore God 

          Confess 

          Thanksgiving 
          Supplication, lifting up prayers for  other  people 

And if you want, you can use “I-M-P-A-C-T”: 

          Intercede  

          Meditate 

          Petition  

          Adore God 

          Confess 

          Thanksgiving 

 
 So practice your faith.  

April 5, 2015—Resurrection Sunday  
“What Do We Do Now?” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18    
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
Pastor James H. Lee  



NCFA CONNEXION! 

March 27, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

Processing through life 

So there Mary goes to complete a process for burial, when Whoa! That stone has been 

moved away. She has some problems. Oh, no. What’s going on here? You see, we 

know the other side of the story. But if the stone had been removed by the Roman 

authorities, it’s okay because they needed to do that to dispute the fact that he was the 

King of kings. The religious leaders needed to make sure the stone would have been 

removed so he couldn’t have been the Messiah. But they didn’t move the stone. See, 

our Lord and our God had the stone moved. If we hear another Gospel lesson, I love it 

because it talks about the stone being moved and the angels just sitting there chillin’. I 

love that, when the Almighty knows how to do powerful things not only in the 

heavens but also on the earth.  
 

Processing. So she does something very wise. She runs back, and she doesn’t process 
alone. A lot of time we go through life’s experiences and we find ourselves processing 
alone, isolating ourselves. And when we do, we find ourselves in a more dangerous 
situation than we would be in finding those we can process with together. I love 
coming to the church in my times of joy and sorrow and crisis. I had so many people 
saying “James, you don’t need to come today, we got this covered.” But I needed to 
come. I need to find refuge in my Lord and God. I know God is in all places and at all 
times, but we sanctified this Fellowship Hall to be the house of our Lord and our God. 
This is a place where, when I can’t experience it anywhere else, I know I can here.  

We need to be reminded of Hebrews 10:25 where it says for us “not to forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together….” This is where we pray for each other; this is 
where we encourage each other; this is where we admit we’re not perfect, and we need 
God, and we need each other.  

So she runs back and gets the others. “They have moved the stone and his body; I 
don’t know where he is.” And they start to running. She ran, and they started running. 
And the processing is so important. Now, remember that guys just do what we do. The 
brothers were competing to run to the site; it’s just what we do. And we also know that 
the author of the Gospel of John pointed out that he made it there first. And so he went 
on in. What is important for us to see is that when they went in, each of them had 
different experiences. Some of us, when we see things and we go in, we need 
evidence; and others of us need experiences. Evidence, Experiences. But both are 
places where we can find God. Both are places where we have an opportunity to hang 
my hat right here until I know more, until I learn more, until You reveal more to me, 
God; and it’s still a good process that needs to take place.  

Going in it’s important. Why is it important to know the head shroud was here, the 
lower shroud was over here, and it was neatly packed away? That lets you know he 
walked on through that and set it to the side. It wasn’t in shambles; it was organized. 
Our God is a God of order. Even in chaotic situations, heartbreaking situations, God 
is that kind of a God.  

And I love what it said, it was at that point that John believed because he had not 
believed (v.8). He had not believed! I don’t know about you all, but that’s good news 
for me. To be one of the disciples, one of the homeboys, the one who is closest to 
Jesus, hears the story and right in front of him he doesn’t believe? He goes in a way, 
gets the evidence, and Ohhh! This is what he meant when he said he would die and in 
three days be raised again. They hadn’t heard of resurrection. We hear of it, but for 
them it was the first time they heard of resurrection over there. (I know that Lazarus 
was lifted up, but they would have called that a healing and a miracle. He was called 
back home himself, to the grave and then to heaven, but that was a little different.) So 
John believed! And what did Peter do? He had an experience; he looked in and went 
on back.  
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Mary? She had a whole different experience. She stayed and she wept. And I’m glad 
for that. Because there are times our hearts break beyond what our head says. And 
because she did, she sees the folks and thinking they’re gardeners, asks them, “Just 
tell me where you have taken his body so I can prepare it?” Then she hears a 
different voice—“Woman, why are you weeping?” She knows that voice! John 10 
would let us know that the good shepherd knows the sheep and the sheep know the 
good shepherd. They know the voice of the good shepherd. Not like a hireling, when 
times are tough and he jets—not  the good shepherd. Woman, why is it that you are 
weeping, not just crying, but why are you weeping from the depth of who you are? 
And what does she do? “Rabbouni!” Master. Teacher. The one I trust in. Whoa. It is 
so beautiful. I want you to know, you won’t see the presence of Jesus or hear his 
voice in that way; but Jesus, the Spirit of God is in each of us. The Imago Dei is in us 
to witness to the Almighty God. To express love, kindness, and mercy to each of us. I 
hope that we’ll continue to be those instruments who will help people process. And I 
will tell you to remember what Francis of Assisi has said as I go to my next point: 
“Preach the good news, and sometimes use words.”  

So preach the good news, and every now and then, use the words. Every now and 
then, open your mouths. But other than that, preach with your handshakes, your hugs, 
helping others when they need it the most. At the last part of the 1 Corinthians text, it 
tells us what the apostles did; they proclaimed the good news so that people could 
believe. Jesus has his encounter with Mary, and I love that she was ready to go hug 
him and hold onto him; yet he told her, “Do not hold onto me for I have not ascended 
to the Father yet.” I want us to not only hear Jesus saying that of his body, I want 
us to release some things and not hold onto some things that we’re holding onto, so 
they can be released to God, be redeemed; and then we can be reconciled, restored, 
renewed to new life.  

Proclaiming the Good News  
Proclaim….“So go back and tell my brothers that I am ascending.” Why do they 

need to know that? Because that means I’m not dead, and that what I said is 

happening—good news. 1 Corinthians lets us know it wasn’t just for Mary, wasn’t 

just for John, wasn’t just for Peter. He went on and talked to a number of people. 

Why? Evidence that he did get up. Why is it important? Other people have died and 

remained dead. Our hope is that he died and he was resurrected, and it pleased God 

to make it so. I know we get upset….How is it that God would allow him to suffer? 

Well, he needed to do it because he loves us. He needed to do it so that when we 

suffer, we might know he identifies with us in our suffering—that when we cry, he 

cries, and when we laugh, he laughs. He’s not just an immovable God who doesn’t 

care. Old folks would say he sits high and he looks low. The psalmist says he inclines 

his ear, leans down to us.  
 

So proclaim the Good News—the Good News that he is risen. He is risen indeed! 
There’s some stuff that needs to die so it can be resurrected anew. He is risen! He is 
risen indeed! There are some loved ones who have gone on to Glory. They have 
taken off mortality and put on immortality. No more sorrow, no more pain, no more 
disease. So now we can be a people who grieve, but grieve with hope. He is risen. He 
is risen indeed! Proclaim that good news.  

I didn’t know on Monday when I was called to officiate the funeral of a sister that I 
would hear of how she nurtured her children through some very difficult situations 
and how that moment of just being a vessel to proclaim the good news would bless 
them but bless me too. And then at 3:30 when I was called to officiate my brother 
JJ’s service with others, I didn’t know how it was going to affect me and why it was 
so important to proclaim the good news. JJ said, “Don’t even lift me up, lift Jesus.” 
Proclaim the good news! This is a service of resurrection. Point people to Jesus.  
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You know what he did? He said for the final song that we sang, we had to take out 

some keys. When we took the keys out, he said, “My daddy used to make sure that 

we would arrive at the places we were going to early, and when it was time for us to 

go, he would shake his keys.” You have to do something sometimes to let everyone 

know it’s time to go. “I’m not going to tell everybody else; this is a family secret, 

when I rangle the keys, it’s time to go.” JJ said, “When you finish this service, I want 

you take your keys and I want you to go and do good works in the name of the 

Lord.” The name of JJ’s club was “JJ’s Fight Club.” In dying, he galvanized folks 

from every state in the United States and from other countries. He fought the good 

fight of faith. 
 

This morning at 3:50 I had to say goodbye to someone I loved; but she fought the 
good fight of faith. When you leave here, rangle your keys. Fight the good fight of 
faith. Don’t get caught up in religious debates because not one person on this earth 
died for your sins, died to reconcile you to the Father, loved you beyond extended 
mercy, new every morning. Someone may hurt you in the church, someone may hurt 
you in government, but God reigns above them all with all power and might. He’s the 
one who gives us hope in times of trials and tribulations.  

Am I playing the music from “Rocky”? Oh, yeah. I’m wearing purple today for 
Christus Victor. That’s Christ who is victorious over death, victorious over the grave. 
Though we fight, we say against flesh and blood, Ephesians would let us know that 
we fight not against flesh and blood but against principalities, things of high places, 
those little things that try to push us to the place where we can’t see the people we 
love for all the other stuff. Jesus took that power away from them.  

And you know what he did? He gave us the keys. The Keys of the Kingdom. With 
these keys you can bind things on earth that are already bound in heaven, and you 
can loose things on earth that are already loosed in heaven. Use your keys, y’all! If 
you forgive someone, they are forgiven. Why? Because he gave the keys. As I go to 
my seat (shakes keys), it’s time to go; and when we go, go victorious—go in the 
name of the Lord our God.  

 

Proclaim the Good News:  

He is risen! HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

Lord, thank you for being faithful and just, for being loving and kind, for 
suffering so that we would know that we aren’t the only ones who suffer; and 
you don’t have any joy in it, but you know how to redeem it so that your 
babies who have choice can choose and say “Yes,” and in saying yes, you 
abide with them and us. Be all in all, be our hope this day and every day, we 
pray. Amen. 
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Café Justo 
IF YOU LIKE COFFEE 

OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO 

DOES 
 

Consider supporting the NCFA 
Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to 

bless this coffee grower’s 
cooperative. 

 
Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in 
Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure 
organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and marketed 
in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for 
people to remain on their family lands.  
 
Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism 
Committee. Please see Caly Fernández to place an order. 
Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. 
bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, 
and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee 
will be delivered biweekly to NCFA         
 
Contact Caly to make your purchase 
today!    512-228-4712 




