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FROM THE  
PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Greetings/Saludos, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin! 
 

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

The 2016 NCFA Annual Report is now available, so please be 
sure you have a copy of it. Its printing time and contents show 
the kind of transitional time NCFA has gone through these last 
12 months since the passing of Pastor James Lee. Over this peri-
od of grief and recovery, God’s timing has proved that we have 
been guided by the Holy Spirit; and indeed it takes time. 
  

While great challenges loom ahead of us to keep advancing Pas-
tor Lee’s vision for NCFA, this annual report also tells you about 
a renewed commitment to equip disciples to faithfully serve in 
2017.  
 

Being aware of the enormous responsibility to be a transitional 
pastor in such a transitional time for NCFA, please keep me in 
your prayers, because I feel like Moses when God told him: Why 
are you crying out for help? Tell the people to move forward. 
 

Peace/Paz/Shalom:  
Pastor Jesse 

Rev. Jesus Juan Gonzalez 
“Jesse”  
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 Trish has made over 100 Baptism quilts for babies. Praise for 

the faithful families and congregations who raise up these 
children. 

 Lift up Carrie and daughter Ashlyn who recently delivered a 
stillborn child.    

 Lift up healing for Caly’s son-in-law Drew who had a heart 
attack.  Lift up Jae for strength as she supports her husband. 

 Lift up Jessica and her son that the authorities can find and 
rescue them from whatever has befallen.  

 Thanksgiving for the youth who participated in this morning’s 
service.  Thanksgiving for the adults who prepared them. 

 Thanksgiving for the children of NCF and the joy they 
bring.  Praise for the willing hands in the congregation.  

 Lift up Randy’s mother who has been in the hospital and is 
undergoing further testing.  

 Lift up those affected by Saturday’s severe weather.  
 Lift up discovery and rescue for Reverend Louis who at age 79 

went out for a walk four days ago and hasn’t been seen since.  
 Praise for Tracey, Laura, and Kathy being present today.  We’ve 

missed you! 
 Lift up Carol as she returns to Pennsylvania to assist her 

mother.  
 Lift up Kimberley’s family who lost an Aunt and an Uncle within 

days of each other. 
 Praise for Bennet’s baptism today.  

  Praise for Lara recovering from a virus.  Lift up Nancy who has it 

now.  
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Sunday,  May 7th   

Pastor Jesus “Jesse” Gonzalez  

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  

share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  

of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 

with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 

to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Cele-

bration of the Good 

News 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 
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INTRODUCTION:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I grew up with this idea in mind about the Walk to Emmaus. For cen-
turies Christian art and iconography gave us masterpieces in painting, 
sculpture, and crafts using imagination because artists were not able 
to visit Israel to get acquainted with the natural characteristics of the 
land. No question that images convey a striking impression on those 
listening to stories; and even though the storyteller may remain true 
to the lesson of the story, inevitably most Middle Ages and Renais-
sance religious art was widely accepted as the biblical text itself. 
 

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  
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Many sites have been suggested for the biblical Emmaus, among them 
Emmaus Nicopolis (c. 160 stadia from Jerusalem), Kiryat Anavim (66 
stadia from Jerusalem on the carriage road to Jaffa), Coloniya (c. 36 
stadia on the carriage road to Jaffa), el-Kubeibeh (63 stadia, on the 
Roman road to Lydda), Artas (60 stadia from Jerusalem) and Khurbet 
al-Khamasa (86 stadia on the Roman road to Eleutheropolis). The old-
est identification that is currently known is Emmaus Nicopolis. 

 
TEXT  
 

Verse 18 only identifies one of the two followers as Cleopas.   
Verses 30-31: “He sat down to eat with them, took bread, and 
said the blessing (eulogēsen); then he broke the bread and gave it to 
them. Then their eyes (ophthalmoi) were opened and they recognized 
him, but he disappeared from their sight.” 
 

 

Verse 35: The two explained to them what had happened on the 
road, and how they recognized the Lord when he broke the bread. 

 
LESSON:  
 

The Greek noun εὐχαριστία (eucharistia), meaning "thanksgiving," is 
not used in the New Testament as a name for the rite; however, the 
related verb is found in New Testament accounts of the Last Supper, 
including the earliest such account:  

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiryat_Anavim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jaffa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lod
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artas,_Bethlehem
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eleutheropolis
http://biblehub.com/greek/euloge_sen_2127.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/ophthalmoi_3788.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
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For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the 
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me." (1 Corinthians 11:23-24) 
The term "Eucharist" (thanksgiving) is that by which the rite is re-
ferred by the Didache (late 1st or early 2nd century), Ignatius of Anti-
och (who died between 98 and 117), and Justin Martyr (writing be-
tween 147 and 167). Today, "the Eucharist" is the name still used by 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Catholics, Anglicans, and Lu-
therans.  
 
Other Protestant denominations rarely use this term, preferring ei-
ther "Communion," "the Lord's Supper," or "the Breaking of Bread." 
 

In spite of differences between Christians about various aspects of the 
Eucharist, there is, according to the Encyclopædia Britannica, "more 
of a consensus among Christians about the meaning of the Eucharist 
than would appear from the confessional debates over the sacramental 
presence, the effects of the Eucharist, and the proper auspices under 
which it may be celebrated."   (Leonardo Da Vinci, 589 8 ) 

 
Is Jesus with us or not? How and where can we perceive Jesus’ pres-
ence in our midst?  
The Road to Emmaus gives us some clues.  
 

1) Hitting the Road: While Emmaus can be either a true, an 
imaginary, or symbolic place, the point is that as disciples we 
have to walk, we have to move ongoing to missions posts. Je-
sus joins us along the way, like these two disciples. 

 

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_%28American_Standard%29/1_Corinthians#11:23
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Didache
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignatius_of_Antioch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ignatius_of_Antioch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justin_Martyr
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oriental_Orthodox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglicanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lutheranism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encyclop%C3%A6dia_Britannica
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2) In the Sacrament: Either as a rehearsal of the Heavenly 
Banquet mentioned in Revelation, or the Memorial for Jesus’ 
redemptive sacrifice, or the commandment included in the 
words of institution, “every time you eat this bread and drink 
from this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he 
comes.” 

 
3) In the Koinonia: The communion, joint participation; the 

share which one has in anything, participation, a gift jointly 
contributed, a collection, a contribution, etc. It identifies the 
idealized state of fellowship and unity that should exist within 
the Christian church, the Body of Christ. “For where two or 
three come together in my name, I am there with 
them.” (Matthew 58 :64) 

 

 
 
The Eucharist is already central in our liturgy, but we still have to 
keep looking for Jesus in the sacrament: The English word sacrament" 
is derived indirectly from the Ecclesiastical Latin sacrāmentum, from 
Latin sacro  ("hallow, consecrate"), from sacer ("sacred, holy"). This in 
turn is derived from the Greek New Testament word "mysterion." In 
Ancient Rome, the term meant a soldier's oath of allegiance, and also 
a sacred rite. Tertullian, a 3rd-century Christian writer, suggested 
that just as the soldier's oath was a sign of the beginning of a new life, 
so too was initiation into the Christian community through baptism 
and Eucharist.  
 

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Body_of_Christ
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/sacrament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecclesiastical_Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oath_of_allegiance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertullian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist
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We have to be on the move and go places: Community Garden, Immi-
gration Detention Centers, Manos de Cristo, Nursing Homes, Cuba, 
and Hospices. 
 
We have to eat together at least one Sunday a month and to invite 
friends, relatives, and neighbors. 
 
Permanent thanksgiving testimony: blessing food, morning and night 
prayers, prayer meetings, and milestone celebrations. 

 
 

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  
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CONCLUSION  
 
The Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry document of the World Council 
of Churches, attempting to present the common understanding of the 
Eucharist on the part of the generality of Christians, describes it as 
"essentially the sacrament of the gift which God makes to us in Christ 
through the power of the Holy Spirit"; 
"Thanksgiving to the Father"; 
 "Anamnesis or Memorial of Christ"; 
"the sacrament of the unique sacrifice of Christ, whoever lives to make 
intercession for us";  
"the sacrament of the body and blood of Christ, the sacrament of his re-
al presence"; 
 "Invocation of the Spirit"; 
 "Communion of the Faithful"; and  
"Meal of the Kingdom." 
 
Amen.    
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Jesus Is Present in the Eucharist 
 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35 
 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 
April 30, 2017: 3rd Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Council_of_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Council_of_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_presence_of_Christ_in_the_Eucharist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Real_presence_of_Christ_in_the_Eucharist
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https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn
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SAVE THE DATE!! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn
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Spring Presbyterian Women's Luncheon 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Wednesday May 10, 2017  

10:30am 

$10 cost for lunch. 

        Café Justo 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Ur-
bina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure, organic coffee 
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of jus-
tice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on 
their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Commit-
tee.  Please see Caly Fernández to place an order.  Coffee is 
available in 1 and 5 pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is 
$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medium roast 
and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee will 
be delivered biweekly to NCFA. 
 

Contact Caly to make your 

purchase today!  

 (512)228-4712 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 

 
If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and 
if you have extra ones of these, please 
put them on this new food table. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Jesus (Jesse) Gonzalez 
Interim Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

*Elder Oliver Smith 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  
Ulysses Cox 

Rey Mojica 

Ashley Phillips 

Scott Phillips 

Cathy Trifiro 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

7
th

    4
th

 Sunday of Easter 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  

      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  

     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

       Pastor Jesse Gonzalez, preaching      
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-

ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 
 

9
th

   6:30pm   Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 

  7:00pm Bible Study 
 

10
th

  6:30pm   Fellowship Dinner 

        7:00pm  Bible Study 
 

14
th 

  

5
th

 Sunday of Easter 

Happy Mother’s Day 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  

      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  

     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

       Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein; preaching      

        Baptism Jacob Kishigo Saperstein 

     Son of Jenny and Patrick Saperstein 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-

ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

12:30pm  Sessions Meets in Kitchen  

     Deacons meet in Pastor’s Office 
 

16
th   6:30pm   Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 

  7:00pm Bible Study 
 

17
th  6:30pm   Fellowship Dinner 

        7:00pm  Bible Study 

 

             MAY 

 4
th 

   Anayah Mojica 
 5

th
    Said Bohn-Hall 

10
th

     Dexter Lee, Sr. 
11

th
    Placid Unegbu 

          Dana Williams 
13

th
    Mallorie Muñoz 

16
th 

   Caly Fernandez 
          Kathryn Aldas 
17

th  
   Luke Oglesby 

 20
th

   Fortune Unegbu 
 21

st 
   Philippe (Jimmy) Bohn 

           Robert Booth 
 26

th
    Lillie Daniels 

           Dexter Lee, Jr.  (DJ) 
           Margaret Spinks 
28

th
     Alex Hernandez 

31
st  

    Pam Nemir 

MAY 2017 


