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FROM THE  
PASTORS DESK 

 
 
 

Greetings/Saludos, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin! 

It is impossible for my generation growing up in the 60’s and 
70’s to think about Biblical passages in technological terms like 
the present generations  such as X, Millennials and Z. The 
above image makes a lot more sense to them seeing Jesus’ apos-
tles and disciples with electronic devices.  
 

This Easter Sunday is the 60th that I have lived through many 
cultural and traditional changes. But one thing remains the 
same: every generation needs to be redeemed by Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.  
 

We all remember how just last Easter on March 27, 2016, Pastor 
Lee was still with us, 6 weeks before he joined his Redeemer in 
heaven. And like Jesus’ apostles and disciples, it is our turn to 
reaffirm our belief in the Resurrection and our conviction in the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. Happy 2017 Easter everyone! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Rev. Jesus Juan Gonzalez 
“Jesse”  
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Community  

Easter Hunt 

 

Please join us after worship!! We will have a community  

Easter egg hunt  on our beautiful campus.  

If you are able, please donate stuffed eggs, minus  

chocolate, to be hunted. 

 If you have an extra Easter basket, please share that 

too with a child that may find themselves with out one.  
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On Easter,

Children and All are welcome

to bring a cut flower 

to decorate the cross 

outside the Sanctuary.

109

111

Before worship: 9:45am

Or after worship: 12noon

Mmmmm…

Bring if you wish!

HOT CROSSED 

BUNS

EASTER LILIES

110

Celebrate a Loved One

by

Dedicating an Easter Lily on Easter

to decorate our Sanctuary

Envelopes available on back table  

($12 per plant)

 

 

 

     OUR FIRST YEARS OF MOURNING     
          Easter 2015-2017 

  a booklet prepared by Trish Holland  
      remembering our love for  

James Lee, Robert Pena, and Jane Mack  
  will be available on Easter Sunday. 



April 13, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 

 Thanksgiving for the life of Scott’s grandmother who entered 

the Church Triumphant this morning. Prayers of comfort for the 

family as they grieve.  

 Praise and thanksgiving for this weekend’s Hispanic Ministries 

Mission Network meeting at APTS, led by Pastor Jesse. 

Hispanic Pastors, Elders, and Deacons met to discuss future 

plans and share ideas. 

 Lift up Rex’s dad and his dad’s caregivers as they are going 

through a rough situation. 

 Praise for our Palm Sunday worship service and for the happy 

faces and excitement as we begin Holy Week. 

 Thanksgiving for clearer air that gives allergy sufferers a needed 

break. 

 Praise for Kimberly’s restored health. 

 Prayers for Pastor Jesse’s sister Lydia as she awaits the 

outcome of medical testing. Praise that she survived a double 

mastectomy and prayers that no new cancers return. 

 Prayers of thanksgiving for Ray and Z finding a place to live . 

 Thanksgiving for the 70th birthday of Steve, a friend of Ray’s 

who has been an important presence in Ray’s life.  

 Prayers of gratitude for Pastor Jesse turning 60 this 

Wednesday. 

 Lift up George H. for relief from pain.  

 Lift up Rev. Lydia during her time of transition and anticipated 

moving. 

 Thanksgiving for all caregivers. 
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Sunday,  April 16th   

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  

share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  

of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 

with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 

to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Cele-

bration of the Good 

News 
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INTRODUCTION:  
 
Thanks be to God for allowing us to reach the 2017 Holy/Passion Week 

with Palm Sunday today! This is my 60th Passion Week, because my life 

has been around Lenten Season and the Easter Celebration since I was 

born on April the 12th, which was the Friday before Palm Sunday of 

1957. 
 

We all cherish celebrating the birth of baby Jesus on Christmas, mostly 

because of memorable Church and family time. But in the Gospel’s log-

ic, the end became more significant than the beginning. So, Resurrection 

Sunday is the most important Christian celebration.  

Of course, today is Palm Sunday, and we start the observance and cele-

bration of the Passion Week. Lenten Season is coming to its final week 

reaching its climax, when diligent spiritual preparation for Easter Sun-

day or the lack of it makes sense.  
 

In this past week of the 2017 Lenten Devotional Meeting Jesus, we have 

read this imaginary first-person testimony  of  the Young Child that was 

blessed along with other kids that approached Jesus, the Rich Y oung 
      

Ruler, the Mother of James and John, Zacchaeus, the Citizen of Jerusa-

lem, and the Temple Merchant about how they would have explained 

meeting Jesus. And today, it’s the Poor Widow’s turn explain how she 

remembers seeing a young rabbi by the Temple. 

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 

April 9, 2017 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Passion/Palm Sunday 



April 13, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 

Ruler, the Mother of James and John, Zacchaeus, the Citizen of Jerusa-

lem, and the Temple Merchant about how they would have explained 

meeting Jesus. And today, it’s the Poor Widow’s turn explaining 

[Change “explaining” to “to explain.”] how she remembers seeing a 

young rabbi by the Temple. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have learned about the Chi-Rho symbol formed by the first two 

Greek letters of the word Christ. 
 

According to Lactantius, a Latin historian of North African origins 

saved from poverty by the Emperor Constantine I (r. 306–337), Con-

stantine had dreamt of being ordered to put a "heavenly divine sym-

bol" (Latin: coeleste signum dei) on the shields of his soldiers. The de-

scription of the actual symbol chosen by Emperor Constantine the next 

morning, as reported by Lactantius, is not very clear: it closely resem-

bles a Chi-Rho or a staurogram, a similar Christian symbol. That very 

day, Constantine's army fought the forces of Maxentius and won the 

Battle of the Milvian Bridge (CE 312), outside Rome.        

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 

April 9, 2017 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
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Left: Emperor Constantine's labarum, a standard incorporating the 

wreathed Chi-Rho, from an antique silver medal.  
 

Right: The Chi-Rho with a wreath symbolizing the victory of the Resur-

rection, above Roman soldiers, circa 350. 

 

 

TEXT  

 

Verse 42: then a poor widow came along and dropped in two little 

copper coins (lepta), worth about a penny (kodrantēs = quadrans).  
The lepton, plural lepta (Greek: λεπτόν, pl. λεπτά) is the name of vari-

ous fractional units of currency used in the Greek-speaking world from 

antiquity until today. 
 

The word means "small" or "thin", and during Classical and Hellenistic 

times a lepton was always a small value coin, usually the smallest avail-

able denomination of another currency.  
 

The coin in the lesson of the widow's mite (Mark 12:41-44, Luke 21:1-

4) is referred to as a lepton, and Luke's Gospel also refers to the lepton 

or mite when stating that a person who does not make peace with his 

adversary in good time will be required to pay 'to the very last mite' be-

fore being released from prison.  

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
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http://biblehub.com/greek/lepta_3016.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/kodrante_s_2835.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fraction_%28mathematics%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Currency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_Greece
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hellenistic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesson_of_the_widow%27s_mite
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Mark+12:41%E2%80%9344:41&version=nrsv
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+21:1%E2%80%934:1&version=nrsv
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Luke+21:1%E2%80%934:1&version=nrsv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gospel_of_Luke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison
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The quadrans (literally meaning "a quarter") or teruncius ("three unci-

ae") was a low-value Roman bronze coin worth one quarter of an as. 

The quadrans was issued from the beginning of cast bronze coins during 

the Roman Republic with three pellets representing three unciae as a 

mark of value. The obverse type, after some early variations, featured 

the bust of Hercules, while the reverse featured the prow of a galley. 

Coins with the same value were issued from other cities in Central Italy, 

using a cast process. 
 

After ca. 90 BC, when bronze coinage was reduced to the semuncial 

standard, the quadrans became the lowest-valued coin in production. It 

was produced sporadically until the time of Antoninus Pius (AD 138–

161). Unlike other coins during the Roman Empire, the quadrans rarely 

bore the image of the emperor. 
 

The Greek word for the quadrans was κοδράντης (kodrantes), which 

was translated in the King James Version of the Bible as "farthing". In 

the New Testament a coin equal to one half the Attic chalcus was worth 

about 3/8 of a cent. In Mark's gospel, when a poor widow gave two 

mites or λεπτα (lepta) to the Temple Treasury, the gospel writer noted 

that this amounted to one quadrans. 
 

 

 

What an interesting relationship between the size of these mites and 

quadrans and the mustard seed. What small things can do with faith! 

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bronze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/As_%28Roman_coin%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casting_%28metalworking%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Republic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uncia_%28coin%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hercules
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antoninus_Pius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_James_Version
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Farthing_%28British_coin%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark,_Gospel_of
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lesson_of_the_widow%27s_mite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_lepton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Temple
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Verse 44: But some of them said, she gave all she had to live on.      
Greek: eichen ebalen holon ton bion autēs= she had cast-in all the 

livelihood of her.  
 

Bíos – properly, God's gift of physical life, animating all creation "to 

live and move and have its being" (cf. Ac 17:28); (figuratively) the way 

a person invests (or spends) the gift of physical life. 

Bios is "the period or duration of earthly life. . . in a secondary sense, 

the means by which life is sustained; and thirdly, the manner in which 

that life is spent" (R. Trench). 

Bíos is the root of the terms "biography," i.e. the record (account) of 

how we invested (or spent!) our physical lives; biology.  

 

LESSON:  
 

The 2017 Lenten Devotional describes The Poor Widow’s impression of 

her encounter with Jesus: I pick my way through Passover crowds – this 

time of year, the temple is always packed. Though the cacophony, I 

convince myself that I can hear the priest’s voices as they’re conse-

crating sacrifices. Even though the ruin my life has become, I can de-

pend on this place. 
 

I married young but never had children. When my husband died a few 

years ago, I really had no one left. I’ve lost track of the nights I’ve 

gone to sleep with an aching belly, yet through God’s provision, I’m 

still here. And as long as I’m here, I’ll honor God for that provision. I 

bring what I can. I drop my money in the chest, and chuckle as I im-

agine my two shoddy bronze coins mixed in with the gleaming gold. 

On my way out, I meet the eyes of a young rabbi. He smiles at me. 

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
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http://biblehub.com/greek/eichen_2192.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/ebalen_906.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/olon_3650.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/ton_3588.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/bion_979.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/aute_s_846.htm
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The most common motif regarding widows is to take account of their 

generally precarious economic circumstances. In at least a half-dozen 

places, the Torah specifically mentions widows as among those needy 

individuals we should provide for when we give charity, agricultural 

tithes, and so on (Deuteronomy 14:29, 16:11, 16:14, 24:19-21; 26:12-

13). Someone who has enough is always obligated to provide for those 

who are needy, but we should pay particular attention to the widow be-

cause of the unusual difficulties she has in supporting herself and often 

simultaneously raising a family. 

 

The Torah tells us, "Don't cause anguish to any widow or or-

phan" (Exodus 22:21). This commandment relates to any widow, whether 

rich or poor. Here special consideration for the widow is called for be-

cause of the likelihood of emotional vulnerability. The memory of loss, 

together with the ongoing experience of going it alone, mean that the 

widow is likely to be more in need of support and encouragement than 

others. 

 

But despite this wonderful legislation, widows and orphans were sys-

tematically and systemically neglected.   In practice the following oc-

curred: “Nonetheless, the loss of a husband in ancient Israel was normal-

ly a social and economic tragedy. In a generally patriarchal culture, the 

death of a husband usually meant a type of cultural death as well. Alt-

hough the denotation of widow referred to a  woman whose husband 

had died, because of the social context, the word quickly acquired the 

connotation of a person living a marginal existence in extreme poverty. 

The widow reacted with grief to her plight, and probably wore a distinct 

garb as a sign of her status (Genesis 38:14 Genesis 38:19 ; 2 Sam 14:2 ; 

cf. Judith 8:5-6; 10:3; 16:8). Disillusionment and bitterness could easily 

result (Ruth 1:20-21 ). Her crisis was aggravated if she had no able-

bodied children to help her work the land of her dead spouse. To provide 

for her children, to maintain the estate, and to continue payments on 

debts accrued by her husband imposed severe burdens. Since she was in 

an extremely vulnerable economic position, she became the prime target 

of exploitation. The fact that she was classed with the landless stranger 

and Levite indicates that she was often unable to keep her husband's 

land.” 

 

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/38-14.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/genesis/38-19.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-samuel/14-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Ruth+1:20-21
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CONCLUSION  

The ultimate cost of discipleship is giving up to our entire livelihood for 

Jesus. The Apostle Paul wrote it this way: So, then, my brothers, be-

cause of God’s great mercy to us I appeal to you: Offer yourselves as a 

living sacrifice to God, dedicated to his service and pleasing to him. 

This is your true worship that you should offer. Romans 12:1 

 

I remind you again about the three questions these daily Lenten Devo-

tionals make me to reflect on: 

 

 How did I meet Jesus? 

 How well do I know Jesus? 

 What and how much do I want to give up for Jesus? 

 

Today’s devotional summary: Jesus, help me to realize that generosity is 

measured in more than dollars and cents. 

 

Amen.    

“ Quantity and Quality” 
John 11:1-44 

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 

April 9, 2017 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Passion/Palm Sunday 
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        Café Justo 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador 
Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure, organic coffee 
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of jus-
tice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on 
their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Commit-
tee.  Please see Caly Fernández to place an order.  Coffee is 
available in 1 and 5 pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is 
$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medium 
roast and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Cof-
fee will be delivered biweekly to NCFA. 
 

Contact Caly to make your 

purchase today!  

 (512)228-4712 

SAVE THE DATE!! 

JUNE 16-18 

VBS 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

The New Covenant Fellowship Deacons are now provid-

ing a free to all food pantry each Sun-

day.  This is to help anyone who 

needs a little help in the obtaining of 

groceries.  The table at the back of 

the church will have canned goods 

and other non-perishable food each 

Sunday.  If you or anyone you know 

needs some help with groceries, 

please feel free to 

partake of the items available. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Jesus (Jesse) Gonzalez 
Interim Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

*Elder Oliver Smith 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 

Deacons  
 
Ulysses Cox 

Rey Mojica 

Ashley Phillips 

Scott Phillips 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

              

April 
 

 
Easter Sunday 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  

      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  

                  Hot Cross Buns 
      10:15am Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

     Pastor Jesse Gonzalez, preaching      
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Junior/

Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

      Community Easter Egg Hunt 
 

 Please consider donating an Easter Lily 

to decorate sanctuary on Easter  

  Sunday. Contact Nikkie Shubitz 
 

 Community Easter Egg Hunt after wor-

ship.  Please donate candy filled eggs 

without chocolate.  

  Contact Mary Mojica 
 

 We will have Hot-Crossed buns before 

and after service. Consider donating 

buns.  Contact Vi Lee 

 
18

th
  6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 

  7:00pm Bible Study 

 
19

th
   6:30pm   Fellowship Dinner 

        7:00pm   Prayer and Worship Service 

          
2

nd 
Easter Sunday 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  

      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  

      10:15am Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

        Rev. Dr. Rick Young, preaching      
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Junior/

Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

 APRIL 

 

1st    Matthew Castilleja 

 2nd   Justin Wallace    

 4th   Gemma Munoz      

 6th   Jhaliah J’nae Edwards 

     Alida Tallman 

11th  Kayla Zajicek 

13th  Abigail Iris Longino 

15th   J.T. Longino 

16th   Kofi Vida-Torku 

18th   Aquanetta Hicks 

22nd  Wonho Shin 

24th   Lucy Oglesby    

25th  Angel Mojica 

    Lydia Marion 

28th  Saul Cortez 


