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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 

 

I pray that you are doing well. On Sunday I preached about the excellency of 
God abiding within us. God values us so much that God chooses to enter our 
lives in ways that affirm us and equip us to be ambassadors in this world. 
 

Although we face great challenges, we are still victorious through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. We do not have to be a people driven by fear because “God has not 
given us a spirit of fear but of love and of power and of sound mind,” 

according to 2 Timothy 1:7. Amen? Let's roll! 

As we prepare for worship on Sunday, please keep Rev. Lydia Hernandez 
and Grace Washington in your prayers as they provide leadership for our 
8:15am chapel service. 

On June 13 at 3:15pm there will be a work day for Vacation Bible School. 
Please show up. Please pray for our VBS and all of the leaders, volunteers, 
and children. 

As our nation continues to struggle with the complex impact of race on our 
academics, economics, legal system, property, and politics, please remember 
why Juneteenth was and is important for the state of Texas. 

Please pray for the leadership of our presbytery and its members, ruling el-
ders, and teaching elders connected to approximately 150 churches. We will 
be deliberating over a number of serious matters June 19-20 at First Presby-
terian Church of Kerrville. 
 

We continue to pray for all of the folks affected by the flooding. 
 

On June 28 we will have our Session Meeting as well as a Congregational 
Meeting. The Congregational Meeting is to elect to members from our congre-
gation to serve on the Nominations Committee for 2015. We have a number 
of leaders who will be rolling off the Session, and so now is the time for us to 
start identifying leaders who feel called and will be committed to serve. 
 

On July 12 Sherry Kenney from the Presbyterian Foundation will be making a 
presentation after worship. I am going to be working with Sherry and a num-
ber of other institutions to ensure that we are equipped to have conversations 
regarding end-of-life and legacy giving. 
 

In the next week or two I will be working with the Stewardship Committee. We 
will be sending out the contribution statements and letting you know where we 
stand year to date. I give thanks to God for each of you in ways in which you 
invest in our church and the people we serve. 
 

Finally, please pray for the Chiapas Project. Plans are in the making for a trip 
this August 14-24. It is our hope to solidify our relationship with the Yobel 
Presbyterian Seminary, CODIPRECH (Comunión de Iglesias Presbiterianas y 
Reformadas de Chiapas), and the Tzeltal Synod. 

 

God Bless 

 

Pastor James Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



June 5, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

Save the Date 
2015 Vacation Bible School 

June 14th-17th, 21st 
 

Email maryjomojica@yahoo.com with 
questions and volunteer opportunities 

VBS Workday is June 13 at 3:15 PM 

NCFA children and  

Youth Ministry  

Volunteers are needed 

You are needed 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our 

ministry: 

         - Assist utopia in the nursery 

         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 

         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED 

         - VOLUNTEER FOR OUR 2015 VACATION BIBLE    

          SCHOOL (JUNE 14TH-17TH, 21ST)   
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Please join us exploring: 
JESUS LOVES CHILDREN:  CAN WE? 

NCFA at Waller Creek Chapel 
4100 Red River (enter on 41st) 

each Sunday 8:15 am 
 

June  7 – Grace Washington,  
Breakthrough Austin Development Director 

Mentoring 1100 students 6th grade -  
College graduation 

 
June 14 – Dr. Emilio Zamora &  

Dr. Angela Valenzuela -After School Child Care 
 

June 21 – Greg Freed, Travis County Juvenile  
Defense Attorney 

 

More students drop out of high school in Austin  
than anywhere else in Texas.  Each dropout costs 

the state $3268  for the rest of their lives. 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician. 
 

 If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  
7th   3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   
        Rev. Lydia Hernandez 
                     and Grace Washington,
                  preaching 
        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
        1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
                        Pastor Lee, preaching 
                        Sunday School –  
        K-5th during Worship 
 

9th   6:30pm Men’s Ministry  

   Dinner, Study at 7pm 

  

10th   6:30pm   Light Meal  
   7:00pm  Ministry Meetings 
         

 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

JUNE 14-17 and 21 

 

Contact Elder Randy Mojica,  
512-284-6561 

June 2015 

 1st  Eli Smith 

 2nd     Trish Holland 

  Aria Ella 

 4th    Becca Weaver Longino 

            Dana Williams 

 7th      Edna Parrish 

12th     Scott Phillips 

13th     Nancy Harris 

 Penelope Booth 

 14th     Justina Okyere Mireku 

 15th    Madison Lopez 

 20th    Richard Tallman 

 22nd   Eddie Daniels, Jr. 

 24th Jane Mack  

 25th    Alice Hernandez 

Heather Oglesby  

            Robert Booth 

 29th    Ulyssess Cox, Jr. 
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12th   Charles and Pat Nemir 

13th  Bill and Nancy Harris 

18th  Ulysses and Gina Cox 

20th   Tim  and Tracey Lenz 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
 
 

Mark 10:26-27 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each 
other, "Who then can be saved?"  Jesus looked at them and said, "With 
man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with 

God." 

 

Mark 9 24 Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help 

me overcome my unbelief!" 

 

Eph 6: 18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests.  

 

 Praise for the Holy Spirit speaking through Pastor Lee to give us the 

sermon!  Wow! 

 Lift up Zach who now knows that we know he exists. 

 Lift up Lara for a safe procedure under anesthesia on Wednesday. 

 Lift up Jenny and her family as they keep vigil together with her 

Grandma Harriet in the hospital through her last days.  

 Thank you for the children’s beds, books and food from NCF 
members.  Praise for delighted children making a mother’s heart 
happy. Still needed:  microwave, pot holders, baking pans, dining 

table, coffee maker.   

 Praise! Zaida’s little sister graduated from BOTH high school and 
college last week.  Praise that their mother is recovering from a 

heart attack and doing well.  Continue to lift up her progress. 

 Gianna gets the staples out of her cut and will be able to go 

swimming.  Happy days are here again! 

 Praise for a little sister going to Prom and was surprised by her 
father arriving for the grand occasion.  Little sister had an awesome 

day.  She will graduate from high school soon.   

 Praise for God working out the details to allow people to assist a 

member with her family needs.  

 Praise for Christian’s recovery from a concussion.  He will be able 
to return to gymnastic workouts.  Lift up good news for Tuesday’s 

eye appointment. 
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  Prayer and Praise 

 
 

 Praise for Christian’s recovery from a concussion.  He will be 
able to return to gymnastic workouts.  Lift up good news for 

Tuesday’s eye appointment. 

 Lift up all caregivers, especially a client named Tracy who lost 
her job as she began caring for her dying father.  Lift up a 

better job when she is able to return to the workforce.   

 Praise for our growing Children’s Ministry!  Lift up the 

equipping of teachers and volunteers. 

 Lift up Dylan’s grandmothers who are both in transition.  Alice 
is moving to Boca Raton.  Sandy and her husband David are 
considering moving to Jupiter, Florida.  Lift up good health for 

all.   

 Praise for visitor Sarah who will be helping with VBS. 

 Lift up support for all family relationships. 

 Lift up the families of a little village in Chiapas who recently 
had a visiting doctor vaccinate 52 children; 2 have died, and 
29 are in critical condition. Lift up complete healing for the 

children.   

 Lift up a co-worker named Robert whose wife cannot be 
released from the hospital to Hospice because she had two 

strokes. 

 Lift up Roxann and family as they grieve the death of her 

grandmother.   

 Lift up provision of needs for all the people affected by the 
recent floods.  Particularly lift up those who have lost loved 

ones.   

 Lift up a friend Aretha who was laid off on her first day at 

work. 

 Lift up John and his family as they grieve the death of his 

grandfather. 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
June 7 —-  Rev. Lydia Hernandez and Grace Holland Washington 

June 14—- Dr. Emilio Zamora and Dr. Angela Valenzuela 
 

Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

 
All are welcome to participate  

in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 

 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

 

NCF FOOD PANTRY 

+ = 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
June 18-21, Thurs.-Sun.  Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women, Minneapolis, MN. “One Body, One Spirit” is the theme 
based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  The Gathering, held once every 
three years, is an opportunity for Presbyterian women from across 
the country (and around the world!) to gather for worship, educa-
tion, community-building, fun and renewal. 
 

August 15, Saturday  Austin Cluster Gathering, San Gabriel Presby-
terian Church, Georgetown.  Details will follow in newsletter. 
 

September 4, Friday  Church Women United will celebrate with an 
Ecumenical Action  Emphasis theme, meeting 9:30 AM-11:30 AM, 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin, PCUSA, 1507 Wilshire Blvd. 

“Love Thy Neighbor” 
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Everyone join us on June 21st for  

8:45 am – 10:15 am in the NCFA Kitchen. 

Email maryjomojica@yahoo.com with 

questions and volunteer opportunities 

mailto:maryjomojica@yahoo.com
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee 
and its partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee 

grower’s cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador 
Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which 
is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal 
is to provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. 
Please see Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1
- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. 
Dark roast, medium roast, and decaf are available in ground or 
whole beans. Coffee will be delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

The Drums are calling... 

Have you ever wanted to play traditional African drums? 
Do you want to explore drumming as a form of fun and meditation? 

Looking for inspiration, motivation, and wellness? 
 

Then WisDrum is for you! 
 

WisDrum, presented by Drum Cafe', is interactive drumming designed for 

faith-based programs. WisDrum transcends denomination and dogma. 

It is named after the wisdom and enlightenment we all seek from our 

spirituality and from one another. 

WisDrum Cafe' is a deep, profound experience that unites, aligns, and 

uplifts the spirits of those who share it. 

  

WisDrum Cafe' 
Saturday, June 6th 
2:30pm - 4:00pm 

St. James' Episcopal Church 
1941 Webberville Road 

Austin, TX 78721 
$15 (cash at the door ) 

proceeds benefit CDF Freedom Schools(r) - Austin 
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“The Excellency of God“ 
Isaiah 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Romans 8:12-25    

 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 31, 2015-Trinity Sunday 

Isaiah 6:1-8  1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attend-
ance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with 
two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and 
said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of un-
clean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the Lord of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal 
that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my 
mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has depart-

ed and your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:5-12   5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 
Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who 
said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7But we have 
this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. 

8
We are afflicted in every way, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck 
down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that 
the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are 
always being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 
 

Romans 8:12-25  12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to 

live according to the flesh— 13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 

but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all 

who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 

When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spir-

it that we are children of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint 

heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified 

with him. 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth com-

paring with the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to 

futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that 

the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the free-

dom of the glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we our-

selves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 

adoption, the redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope 

that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what 

we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
 

This morning we will be considering “The Excellency of God.” One of the important 

aspects of our children’s baptisms is the congregational promise of support in the 

way of helping our parents raise these beautiful children in the fear and the admoni-

tion of the Lord. Sometimes the process is beautiful, as when we can hear behind 

the Sunday School door, or upon entering the Nursery, such enthusiasm and anticipa-

tion for celebrating Communion.  
 

There are times when life and ministry are messy. We are called to disciple and disci-

pline each other. It's awkward to correct others and to be corrected; however, we will 

never have authentic relationships if it doesn't take place. Even when discipline is 

provided with love, it can still be a difficult watch . 
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““The Excellency of God“ 
Isaiah 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Romans 8:12-25    

 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 31, 2015-Trinity Sunday 

For example, we struggle to walk between too much discipline, so the child feels they 

have no hope, or too little discipline, so “loosey-goosey,” where the child also feels 

hopeless for not receiving sufficient instruction along the way. The grace of God al-

lows us to fail at times, to recognize both our successes and our failures, and to keep on 

keeping on. We are thankful to God for gifting us with these children in our midst as 

we walk together as the body of Christ. 
 

When you hear in Isaiah the prophet talking about this vision of being in the presence 

of God—cherubim and seraphim calling out to each other “Holy, Holy, Holy!”—it’s a 

beautiful vision! What I love about it is that they covered their eyes, and they covered 

their feet—why? Because God is holy. Do we still have reverence for our holy 

God? Let's declare that indeed "God, you are indeed holy!” Not just in the sanctuary, 

but in the world we live in: “You are holy!” If the cherubim and the seraphim could do 

it, and we’re created with the Imago Dei in us, why is it so difficult for us to worship 

our Lord and our God? 
 

I want you to leave here today more in love with God. I want you to recognize that 

God loves you beyond what you will ever understand. When you hear 

the Corinthians text, you need to know that the excellency of God is poured out into 

human beings; you and me. Don’t allow anyone—not even yourself—to belittle you. 

Because if no one else in this world saw value in you, God did and does. If no one else 

cares about you, God does. And even when it is written about all the struggles that 

were going on, they were real; but at the end of the day, the excellency of God was in 

the clay jars, or leaders with shortcomings. Our shortcomings are ever before us, but 

there is nothing like having God reveal them to us to develop us and not destroy 

us. Consider again the response that the prophet Isaiah made in the 6th chapter. Isaiah 

begins to see life anew, with a new understanding, as the vision reveals the seraph tak-

ing a coal not to burn up and to destroy but to purge, to purify. It is during this encoun-

ter that the prophet is able to see, understand, and say, “I am a man with unclean lips, 

and I am surrounded by other people who are in the same way.”  
 

A couple of years ago, the men at our church studied “The Matrix.”  In the movie Agent 

Smith explained how in its beginning, the Matrix program was perfect and it existed in 

a perfect world. Everything was in harmony; everything was working perfectly….And 

he said in essence the program was a flop. Oh, but when the Matrix included devasta-

tion, disappointments, and destruction, allowing people to suffer, the program worked 

to perfection. Why? People wanted to avoid suffering. They would rather sleep or be in 

a dreamy stupor to avoid suffering. In the presence of suffering and avoidance, the pro-

gram began to work perfectly. We don't want to suffer. We don't want to experience 

hardships and trials and tribulations. Unfortunately, we try so hard to avoid suffering 

that we end up running into it. The more we do it, the more it happens. Why? Because 

we don't stand for what's right. Things may change, but are they getting better? We 

don't interject because if we do, something could happen to us. We can’t add another 

burden, another responsibility, another task to our plates. Many of us say, “I am 

hangin’ on by a thread. I cannot add another thing.”  

I'm inviting us not to isolate from others or independently take on the whole 

world. Let's stand together and work together for the "betterment" of us all. It is when 

we work together that you don't have to be hanging on by a thread. You could join this 

tapestry of other people who are hanging on by a thread—a tapestry that is knotted 

on the back side and creating something beautiful on the front side. Everybody hold-

ing on by a string, by faith, hoping and dreaming and yet….By doing so, we can stop 

acting like we’ve got it all together, we're perfect, we don't need anything. As pieces of 

thread in God's tapestry, we say, “I need you and you need me, so good, let’s hook 

up, let's knot up.” It’s going to look ugly on the back side, but on the front side it’s 

going to be beautiful. 
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““The Excellency of God“ 
Isaiah 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Romans 8:12-25    

 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 31, 2015-Trinity Sunday 

It is amazing when Jesus redeems our imperfections and makes us something beauti-

ful. One day the tricksters and folks were trying to take Jesus down by asking him 

questions regarding his role and following their rules. He basically said, “I didn’t 

come for y’all. I came for people who needed a savior, who needed mercy, who 

needed grace.” He said, “If you got it all together, physician, go heal yourself be-

cause you have no need of me.” I share this because after Isaiah has the wonderful 

vision, he was able to recognize the imperfections in his life and the people in his 

community. Now he was in a position to hear the Lord say, “Whom shall I 

send?”…. Does the prophet say, “I don’t know? You need to check with Bubba 

around the corner because he has his life all together….” or “Check with Sally, she 

never has any problems.” No. Instead he said, “Send me, I’ll go.”  
 

Now, as I work through the sermon, I want you to know you're already sent, and 

you're already doing some of the things God wants you to do in your immediate con-

text. I want us to be more intentional in living out our faith. Let this sermon help us 

to refocus and be reminded that we are already serving and there are ways we can 

serve differently. The old folks used to say “smarter, not harder.” Line up, do it how 

God would have us do it, and watch God do something incredible. Someone might 

say, “Get to the specifics.” Why, so we can fuss over that? You know what you're 

supposed to do. If you don't believe me, go to John 17. When Jesus prayed the 

priestly prayer, he said the Spirit of God would be within us and we would know the 

truth. Why?  Because the same Spirit that was a part of creation is the same Spirit 

that is testifying to what is true, it’s the same Spirit that is within us to let us know 

truth and God's will. And so, my marketplace ministers, I invite you to continue say-

ing, “Send me, I'll go” because you are already in the perfect context. And 

say, “God, I'm reporting for duty.” 
 

I was reading in the Romans text, and I just love being reminded that we are “no 

longer to be born into slavery but to adoption.” In the United States “slavery” is the 

last word we want to hear or to be associated with in our lives. Unfortunately, every 

one of us were doulos or slaves to sin, which is why Jesus had to die for us and to 

redeem us. Do you remember how I gave you an example of how forces try to entan-

gle us, or that we struggle trying to untangle our lives? When we began Lent, I told 

us to identify at least one area where to fast, which we knew would not cause us to 

struggle. Theoretically, we should experience victory. Believe it or not, the moment 

we choose to say, “I'm going to fast from this,” and “I won't eat it,” or “I won't drink 

it,” guess what? Everything in your body will now want the very thing that never 

caused you any problems"! Why? Because you told your body, “I can’t have this or 

that.” Jesus recognized the impact of spiritual, emotional, and mental bondage on 

this earth and in our lives, and he broke its power and authority over us. So when it 

has power and authority in our lives, it’s because we gave over to it. We quit trying 

or went along to get along.                
 

Some would say, “Well, if it's the right thing, it shouldn't be difficult.” Really? Real-

ly? This faith journey is about walking in something differently from the way the 

world does. So it won't be easy. Jesus himself said, “They hated me, they’re going to 

hate them. So protect them the same way I protected them.”    
 

I'm so glad you are in this journey. I don't want “dead men walking.” I don't want us 

walking with our eyes open but blind. We are the people who have eyes to see, ears 

to hear, and hearts to feel. And it's a blessed burden, a burden that’s worthwhile. 

When you get to be a blessing to someone else, it is a powerful thing. When you get 

to see eyes open and hear hearts starting to beat because they are finally experiencing 

God honoring love, experiencing love in a different way, it is a gift! The blessing is 

seeing it happen, but the burden is realizing that you can't make it happen or make it 

happen instantly. It’s a God thing that happens over time.  
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 When it says that we have the “spirit of adoption,” we know we have beautiful chil-

dren in this church who have been adopted. And I dare you to tell their parents that they 

don't belong to them. “They may not be from my flesh and blood, but they're my ba-

bies. And when no one else was around, and the agency wasn’t around, I was the one 

up late at night. I was the one making sure they had food to eat. I was the one with 

God's help making sure they had shelter and clothing. So don’t tell me that they don't 

belong to me just because they weren't my biological children.” You belong to the 

Lord. You are an heir of God. I want you to know we say “Family and Friends of 

NCFA,” and if you’re in the family, you’re in the family for the good, the bad, and the 

ugly. And it gets ugly sometimes because ministry is messy. It is messy and it is not 

easy, but it's worth it….It is worth it.       
 

In the Romans text we learn that our creation is groaning. And the groaning is there 

because we want so bad for things to be the way they should be, and it's not happening 

the way we want it to be—the way it's supposed to be, the image that we had. But you 

keep on working, you keep on striving, you keep on reporting for duty. Why? Because 

the same imagery of the travailing and going through is the same imagery that we have 

of a woman with a baby within her womb. She knows at the end of all the travailing 

and all of the struggles that the beautiful child alive within her is coming out and life is 

on the other side. Hope is on the other side.             

 

And so I want us to recognize we are going to travail; there's going to be some trouble, 

and there are going to be some challenges. There are going to be times when we're go-

ing to have to do what is uncomfortable for us to do. But quit focusing on the troubles 

and start looking for the life on the other side, the triumphs on the other side, and as 

we’d say in my old football days, “the trophy.” Quit looking at the troubles and all the 

trials, and all the travailing, and see the trophy on the other side. See the trophy, see 

the victory, see it in your child, see it in your community, see it in your marriage, see 

it in your job, see it in your church.              

 

Be the change that you want to see; be it, be it. We say it in the world, but be it, and 

quit waiting for someone else to do it—you do it, be it.  “Send me, Lord, I'll go.”   
 

“I don't have the time….I don’t have the energy….I don’t need another burden. But 

send me, Lord, I'll go. I'm going to be the change, the metamorphosis, the transfor-

mation that I expect to see in the world.” You know why? We need to start standing up 

for righteousness because a lot of the stuff we are experiencing is the result of Chris-

tians compromising. We compartmentalize our faith. We act one way in the market-

place and another in the sanctuary. There has been some "wheeling and dealing" in 

backrooms or board rooms; however, if we had acted according to Biblical principles or 

by being led by the Spirit, we wouldn’t have compromised our principles.  
 

So now is the time for us to stand for righteousness, for holiness, for each other. And I 

am not mad, I'm passionate, but I'm not mad. I love you guys enough to do whatever 

needs to be done. And yes, I have a sermon written over there, but this is on my heart 

right now. I saw a young man on the way from the chapel here, and I was in a rush, but 

he was talking to me and I was talking to him. I didn't have any of our “We Care Kits” 

that we produce, and so I said, “I don't have anything for you right now,” and he said, 

“You just acknowledged that I exist.” So I said, “What's your name?” He said Zach. 

“Alright, Zach, I have your name. You do exist, and you’re in my prayers. We’ll lift 

you up at the church.” Because there are people out there who know we know about the 

homelessness, who know we know about the poverty, but who don't know that we 

know they exist. It was a good lesson, but I also needed to remind Zach that he has a 

role to play. People in cars can't just be a means to get money. Sometimes people de-

stroy far better blessings by "trying to get over on people" or by "taking advantage of 

other people."    

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



NCFA CONNEXION! 

June 5, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

“The Excellency of God“ 
Isaiah 6:1-8; 2 Corinthians 4:5-12; Romans 8:12-25    

 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 31, 2015-Trinity Sunday 

When I was still running from my call and struggling with it, I had guys who wanted 

me to do sales because they knew if I believed in something, I could sell it. But I had to 

tell them, “No, I can't do that.” Now, the old school would say, “You don’t use God’s 

anointing for other purposes.” I knew that in sales, if I don't look at you as a person but 

I look at you as a profit to sell my product—oh, yeah, I could get the sale. But you've 

lost your soul and I’ve lost mine. God called me to preach so that lives could be 

changed and souls redeemed. Although their souls have been redeemed, it has not 

been their reality. They are walking on the earth from day to day not knowing what 

God has done for them or that God knows they exist because God made them wonder-

fully. So I said, “No, I can’t take the job and go into sales." Zach messed my sermon 

up…and I'm grateful for it because I needed to be reminded why it's so important to 

live out your purpose and to have a heart for people on the margins who feel like peo-

ple don't know they exist. 

 

This last part that I need us to really hear is that Corinthians. I need us to hear this 

because I know I said, “Be the change you want to see,” and that's the Romans piece. 

See, if you see it, you don't have to hope for it because you already see it. You already 

have it, but it's working with the stuff we don't see. And there's a struggle in between 

that and now. And then with the stuff you're already doing, it feels like “What else?” 

But when you hear it again, we don't proclaim ourselves, we proclaim Jesus Christ and 

ourselves for your sake, for it is God who said, “Let light shine (out of light? No,) out 

of darkness.” We're to be beacons of light in the midst of darkness. Why? Because of 

God’s glorious work in our lives. We are called to share the testimonies of God's work 

in our lives and to allow the glory of the Lord to shine forth out of our hearts, as exam-

ples of people transformed by God. Anybody in the church ever have your heart bro-

ken? Yes, but you know what's best is when people with broken hearts deal with other 

people who have broken hearts as if they really know what it means to have a broken 

heart and not have to say, “Well, I don't understand that, but if you’d done this….” No. 

“I feel your pain; I understand. I don't understand exactly how you experienced it, but I 

understand. Here is a hand. Here is a hug. I am just going to be here with you.”             

 

But I just love it because after all the stuff that is going on, we have this treasure in 

clay jars so that it may be clear that the extraordinary power belongs to God and does 

not come from us. I am an ambassador, I’m a representative, but I don't have the pow-

er. God's got the power, and the excellency of God is in us. Not for us to lord over, not 

for us to manipulate, but for us to be, like we said the other day, branches that just 

spread out and let God produce the fruit. So yes, we are afflicted. Yes, we're crushed. 

Yes, we're going through. But you know what? That seems like a death to these physi-

cal bodies and what our dreams are. But when we line up well with God, they produce 

life and they produce hope.    

 

So let the excellency of God flow through you. You may not understand it. I don't un-

derstand it, and I'm still preaching the Gospel and I'm still pastoring. But if I don’t 

know anything else, I know that God is faithful even when I am faithless. And even 

when I have seen other people, other institutions, and I have seen some unfaithful stuff, 

God has proven to be faithful in the midst of them all. And so while we live, we're al-

ways being given up to death for Jesus' sake so that the life of Jesus may be visible in 

our mortal flesh.   

 

I began today talking for us to “ascribe,” and our first song said to“declare.” And the 

last thing I wanted to do was put this (oxygen) on, but my words that I keep say-

ing, Psalm118:17, are what I am living by: “I will live and I will not die and I will 

declare the works of the Lord.” While there's every reason in the world to complain 

and to criticize, I am going to celebrate God and what God is doing; and I hope and I 

pray that you will too. Your homes, fight for each other. This church, fight for each 

other. Community, fight for each other. What good is it for you to gain the whole 

world, lose your soul, and lose the very people who mean the most to you? Whoop-dee

-doo….     
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I’ve been sharing with some folks that I would rather have somebody walk through my 

door than through my window. We can invest in people and their lives so that they en-

ter our doors as friends or we can make life so unbearable that they enter our windows 

as thieves and enemies.’ 

 

I can quit trying….I can keep acting like I don't see stuff, and then when folks get des-

perate and they do stuff, not because they're animals but because of what they've expe-

rienced, only then I wonder why? No, I know why. I want to be making the change 

happen now while we can so they don't have to feel like they have to do something 

wrong or extreme in order for people to hear them and to know they exist. Zach, hello. 

Zach, hello.          

 

So as I end the sermon, is Pastor Lee mad? No. Is Pastor Lee passionate about what he 

is saying? Yes. Does Pastor Lee love us? The answer is Yes. And will I get down and 

dirty because I want to help someone if they're in the dirt? The answer is Yes. Do I 

need to add another thing to my list? No. (Session members, did you hear me say the 

word "No"? Do I know how to say No? Yes!)  :-)         

 

Now, I love this church because we can be real with each other, and you gave me free-

dom to adapt the sermon to address things that I thought were necessary for us and our 

spiritual development. I am so glad that you choose to remain a part of this motley 

crew of imperfect and committed group of people. I pray you'll stay connected and 

committed so that together we can all go out and do great exploits in the name of the 

Lord our God! Amen. 

 

 Let's pray:               

Lord, we thank you and we praise you for being who you are. We thank you that your 

words in the Bible are not just words, but they tie together with people, they tie togeth-

er with your promises, they tie together with your principles, and they lead to helping 

us live out our purpose and your purpose, not only to give glory and honor to you but 

also for this world to experience the best that you have to offer. And so, God, you are a 

God of abundance even as we have people who are experiencing scarcity. Lord, help 

us as the babies sang today to trust you and prove you more and more and more; and 

help us, as the Psalmist said, to ascribe and to declare your majesty. You are holy and 

you have made us holy, and you have given us life and are helping us to live a liberat-

ed life, and you have loved us when we were not lovable; help us to do the same for 

others. And Lord, keep reminding us that we don't have to keep creating barriers or 

tearing other people down in order to experience your joy and your peace; you did not 

allow your spirit to be born in us so that we would go back into bondage or slavery. 

We don't have to be driven by fear. You have not given us the spirit of fear but of love 

and of power and of sound mind. And because you have done all of that for us, we are 

declaring that you are Lord and you are God; and we're going to invite you to contin-

ue to be the Lord of our lives, we will sit you on the thrones of our thoughts, and we 

will put you on the thrones of our hearts, and we will let you help us to put on that 

whole armor that we would know that we are righteous because of you—the helmet of 

salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, so that salvation and righteousness belong 

to us; we’ll lift up the shield of faith to quench the fiery darts of the evil one, and we 

will let your Word be a sword, not to destroy but to help to discern right and wrong so 

that we will walk in justice. We’ll gird our loins with the belt of truth. And Lord, we’ll 

shod our feet with peace. Jesus said, as he preached from the Sermon Mount, that we 

are Christians, your children, or we're from you because we're the peacemakers. Help 

us learn how to bring about peace, not destruction and not war. Lastly, he said they 

will know we are Christians by our love, the love we share one for another. You loved 

us; help us to love ourselves, help us to love you, and help us to love each other. We 

ask humbly through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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