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Dear NCFA Family and Friends 

 
Over the last couple of weeks I have faced a few challenges, as I 

suspect you have as well. My first challenge came when I served 

as the keynote speaker for two sessions at the Multicultural 

Youth Conference, and I wrestled with Matthew 18. How often 

are we offended by someone else, and we want them to come to us for resolution? Scripture expresses that 

the one who is offended needs to go to the other person. Secondly, if we are going to get a witness to join 

us in the process for reconciliation or resolution, should we pick someone who we know agrees with us or a 

person who is wise enough to listen, discern, and speak the truth in love to both sides?   
 

The next occasion came when Harold came over to talk about my rose garden, and we sat down in chairs on 

my patio. Our discussions and his mentoring were a blessing. From where we were seated, we determined 

the right height for the garden that would allow me to also see the skyline behind the rose bushes in bloom.  
 

Why should any of this matter? God has called us into relationships, which should bring glory to God and 

bless us. Authentic relationships make room for tough and tender conversations for our best good. The 

process is not easy, but it is necessary for our maturity and ministries. God blesses each of us with gifts, as 

explained this way in Ephesians 4:  “11The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some proph-

ets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for build-

ing up the body of Christ, 13until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 

of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” Sometimes we need to serve others as 

God's instruments, and sometimes we need to sit down and learn from other instruments of God. The end 

result will be equipping saints for the work of the ministry and building up the body of Christ so that we 

can learn how to be in community with each other out of mutual concern and compassion, while God ma-

tures us and we more fully understand Christ Jesus and his ministry to and for us.   
 

Please find a picture of the masterpiece as a result of the care of 

Harold, Monroe, Chuck, and Placid, who is taking the picture. 
 

As we are transitioning and vacationing, I believe that God is 

reminding me that we are a “resurrection people,” and God 

calls us not only to put our hands to the plow but also to speak 

in the valley to the dry bones. If we can’t see the potential of 

what can be, we will complain about our problem, seek guests 

to attend our pity party, and cynically go through the mo-

tions. Last week God reminded me of a James Cleveland song 

that was made popular as the greeting song to the Oral Roberts show that I watched prior to going to First 

Presbyterian Church in Richardson, Texas. The words I remembered were “Something good is going to 

happen to you!” What good thing happened in your life today? Are you prepared for something good to 

happen in your lifetime? What good news will you share so that others are encouraged to stay in the race or 

remain on battlefield for the Lord? 
 

On Sunday we will have our Family-Friendly Worship Service and the recognition of our July birth-

days. Elder Danita Nelson will be preaching at both our 8:15 and 10:15 services. Our team that went to the 

“New Beginnings” training will be sharing possibilities for next steps. We were blessed with both a projec-

tor to replace our previous one and a new screen. We had people see the need—the potential, the resources, 

and the ones with the need.   
 

Pray for our Session as they meet on Sunday. We plan to kick off our Matching Grant campaign in Au-

gust. We have raised $15,000 in order to raise $30,000. This will be an opportunity to raise revenue while 

sharing the blessings of New Covenant Fellowship of Austin with others so that they will want to invest in 

our ministry and join our “motley crew of saints.”   
 

It is already time: 

  to start preparing for our School Supplies Drive. I hope some of you were able to support Manos de 

Cristo in their efforts this year.  

  to plan to participate in the “New Beginnings” discussion groups coming up in August and September. 

  for our existing and prospective church officers to prepare for our next steps in providing leadership for 

NCFA. 

  for all of us to determine how we can best help our church and mature in our faith. I had an exciting 

meeting with a member last night who has started planning for ways to bless our church and maintain 

balance in his home.  
 

Please join me in celebrating the life of Betty Ripperger, who will be memorialized on Monday. The Rip-

pergers and Macks were friends from the University of Texas and Covenant Presbyterian Church. Both 

families invested in our ministry. We continue to pray for all of our relationships, families, and marriag-

es. Special prayers for newlyweds George and Nekia, Ja and Likita, and Frank and Marina.   
 

Ephesians 1:16-19 :  16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I pray 

that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revela-

tion as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 

the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of 

his great power. 

 

God Bless 

Pastor James Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 `Praise for the July 14th birth of Tracey & Tim’s new grandbaby, 

Declan Finn, son of Stephanie & Colton; joy for the meaning of his 

Irish name, “Man of Prayer.”  (pronounced “Deck-lin”) 

 Praise for Nancy H.’s successful surgery and anticipated return home 

soon; prayers for her recovery. 

 Thanksgiving for Nancy T.’s final surgery! Prayers for her recovery. 

 Lift up Rex’s friend Melissa for traveling mercies on her way to 

Brandon, Mississippi, to see a dear friend with stage 4 cancer. Praise 

for the opportunity to pray with Melissa and to offer her hope in God’s 

greater plan, and prayers for comfort and even miracles for her friend. 

  Lift up Lydia and her family for peace and comfort as her sister 

Elizabeth entered the Church Triumphant this week.  

  Praise God that Koryn’s anticipated oral surgery was canceled when 

the cyst healed on its own. 

 Thanksgiving for the presence of newlyweds George and Nekia and for 

their desire to worship with us when they can. 

 Praise for the presence of newlyweds Frank and Marina O. in worship 

and their eventual plans to return to the area; traveling mercies for 

them. 

 Thanksgiving for Vi’s opportunity to worship with us, for God’s 

healing of her respiratory issue, and for the blessing of grandson Lee in 

her lap. 

 Praise for Tiffany’s opportunity at work to grow where she is and for 

her company supporting her work. 

  Lift up Ben’s mother Ann for recovery and lifted spirits during her 

hospitalization. 

  Praise for Trish’s son-in-law, a godly man and a good daddy! 

  Praise that our children are enjoying being part of Sunday School 

classes and thanksgiving that Rev. Ellis will be Trish’s substitute for 

the 3-5’s as needed. 

  Praise for the beautiful music this morning of soloists Kathryn and 

Jimmy and for their beautiful young families. 
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 Lift up Kimberly for restored health. 

 Praise for the dedication of the women and men of the Austin Police 

Department. 

 Thanksgiving for Danita’s, son Schuyler’s, and daughter-in-law Masa's 

provision of school supplies and for a member’s replenishment of our 

Food Pantry supplies. 

 Thanksgiving for the dedication of Vernon to his work for 

the 8:15 chapel service. 

 Thanksgiving for our loving congregation. 

 Praise for the presence of Cheyenne’s dad Eddie and Saul’s granddad 

Juan in worship this morning to share in the children’s commissioning 

to John Knox Ranch. 

  Lift up all who are traveling during these summer months for safety. 

 Prayers of healing for the marriage of two of Lucy and Ellis’s friends. 

Prayers for all marriages and the reconciling of broken relationships. 

 Thanksgiving for Miranda’s job where her employer values families, 

allowing her to be both a good mom and a good provider by giving her 

weekends off. 

 Praise God for Peter, who saw a need and blessed NCFA with a 

wonderful projector. 

 Praise God for Harold, Placid, Monroe, and Chuck, who gifted Pastor 

Lee with the welcome home gift of a rose garden and his yard mowed, 

edged, and “weedeated.” 

 Lift up Csinese H., Pastor Lee's niece, and all of the saints associated 

with the “Every Nation - 10 Days Mission Experience” who are going 

to Africa to minister, serve, share the Good News, and learn. 

 Giving thanks to God for Jessica L. graduating from Every Nation's 

School of Ministry in Nashville, Tennessee. Thanksgiving for the family 

support she received in Nashville and for all who have partnered with 

her as she provides campus ministry at Texas State University. 

 Prayers for Danita Nelson, who will be preaching at both our 8:15 

chapel service at Waller Creek and our 10:15 worship service on the 

Wilshire campus. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 
 

 
26th   17th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   

     Danita Nelson, preaching 

        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
    1507 Wilshire Blvd. 

         Danita Nelson, preaching 

       Sunday School –  
    K-5th during Worship 
     
 

28th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry   

   Dinner, Study at 7pm 
 

29th  6:30pm Fellowship Dinner;   

     Prayer and Praise at 7pm.  
    
         

2nd   18th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   

     Matthew Aldas, ,preaching 

        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
    1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
            Pastor James Lee, preaching 
       Sunday School –  
    K-5th during Worship 
     

July 2015 

 1
st 

   Ausley Trifiro     

        Grace Holland-Washington             

3
rd 

   Aisha Adjei   

8
th 

     Rev. Bill Harris                        

9
th

    Ireland F. Sullivan            

11
th 

 George Holland 

     Genevieve Booth       

13
th

  Jayvin Mojica  

14
th

  Hudson Lee Palacios 

       Judas Andrew Palacios   

   Declan Finn Sullivan  

15
th 

 Chris Unegbu                          

16
th

  Lara Tallman 

         Rachel Draper-Marion   

18
th 

 Emily Smith    

         Ericson Stumberg       

 20
th 

  Naomi Jones              

     Uly Cox, Sr.  

23
rd

   Danita Nelson 

         Colton Sullivan        

       Ulysses Cox, Jr.  

29
th 

 Bonnie Lew (Jacob’s Mom)         
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4th     Colton and Stephanie Sullivan 

11th    Robert and Genevieve Booth 

22nd     Richard and Nancy Tallman 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d
 
R

iv
e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

July 25 — Danita Nelson 
August 2 — Matthew Aldas  

 

   Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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 Ephesians 2:11-22 
11So then, remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the 

uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision”—a physical 

circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—12remember that you were at that 

time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to 

the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now 

in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has 

broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished 

the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one 

new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both 

groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 

through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to 

those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the 

Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 

the saints and also members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of 

the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the 

whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in 

whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. 
 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 

and taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 

yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they 

had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted 

place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and 

they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As 

he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach 

them many things. 53When they had crossed over, they came to land at 

Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at 

once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region and began to 

bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he 

went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, 

and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all 

who touched it were healed. 
 

This morning I have a jigsaw puzzle here, and it may be a familiar activity to 

you in that it involves placing small, differently-shaped pieces together until 

they form the whole picture. Like this puzzle, each of us is in our place. 

Different doesn't call for you to be like everyone else. Recognize your 

diversity; recognize your gift; share your gift.  
 

In this place we are the better because you choose to say Yes. You choose to 

say Yes to leading in worship. You choose to say Yes as Liturgists. You 

choose to say Yes as Teachers. You choose to say Yes as Caregivers. You 

choose to say Yes as Deacons. You choose to say Yes as Elders. You choose to 

say Yes as we set up for worship.  You choose to say Yes as the sanctuary is 

being cleaned and readied for worship. You choose to say Yes when you come 

and worship…even when your snooze button goes buzz, buzz, and buzz. 

That’s how these puzzle pieces are able to be made whole.  Because we believe 

God has called you to be a part of this family. 

“Peace When the Pieces Come Together” 
 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56                            
 

Rev. James H. Lee 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

July 19, 2015 
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As you dump the pieces out and it’s a 25-piece puzzle, no problem. But what about a 

500-piece or a 1000-piece puzzle? Then it can look like nothing but chaos! You are 

thinking, "What am I going to do with this mess?" But as you start to put the pieces 

together, you start to understand the madness, and it becomes something majestic, 

something beautiful.  
 

Sometimes that is how it is with our lives. We look at the things we are going 

through and the challenges we have been facing. We get overwhelmed, and we say, 

“Oh, God how are we going to get through this?” We are called to “trust in the Lord 

with all our hearts and lean not to thine own understanding. In all of our ways, we 

are to acknowledge God, and God will direct our paths,” according to Proverbs 3:5

-6.  I love the 37th Psalm that says “God directs the path of a godly man.”  A godly 

person is one who places his or her trust in the Lord. God directs our paths. 
                

As the pieces start coming together in our lives, it is not just because we place them 

together, but we place our hands in the Master's hands as God puts the pieces 

together for a purpose, to give meaning out of things that otherwise would not have.  
  

As we learn from the text, God wants to make us into a holy temple, a holy dwelling 

place. Do you know that you are a temple of the Holy Spirit? Yes, us. Not only is the 

Spirit of God everywhere, at all times, and all places.  We receive the Holy Spirit 

who comes to abide with us and within us. We are the holy temple, individually, and 

then we are the holy temple as the church. Do you remember the thing we did with 

our hands when we were kids?  “Here is the church, and here is the steeple. Open up 

the door and here are the people.”  The church is not the building; it’s the people. 

We make up the church. We are that temple of God to be the witness here in this 

world. We are to be beacons or to be light pointing others to Christ Jesus. We are the 

people who celebrate what God has done in our lives. God is ever knitting us 

together. Even when we struggle as the church and fight, God is at work in the 

church knitting us together.  
 

As we work through the sermon today I want us to think about these words:  

Remember, Reconcile, and Realign 
  

Remember:  The text calls us to remember. The Jewish men, who are near, are called 

to remember their circumcisions. It is the circumcision that came about because of 

the Aramaic covenant.  At NCFA we appreciate the covenant because core 

statements are based upon its promises, as when we say “We are blessed to be a 

blessing.” The covenant refers to the time when God tells Abram, eventually 

Abraham, that he is going to be the father of many nations. The ritual following the 

covenant was the beginning of the circumcision. Similar to the tearing away of the 

skin, they were to understand that it represents a tearing of the heart. The process is 

not going to be easy, and it's not easy.  
 

Has God circumcised your heart?  Has God pricked your heart?  Any time we know 

that we are called to go through a transformation or experience a new 

revelation, we are mindful or remember that the journey hasn't been easy, and 

the new one will not be easy. The pricking of our hearts is necessary because 

our natures are not drawn to God or the will of God. Yes, as much as we say 

we love God, sometimes we think of God as a means to get things, or we run 

away from pursuing things we believe have been wrongly withheld from us. 

Yet, God is ever calling us home so that we can be with the One who loves us 

dearly.  

 

“Peace When the Pieces Come Together” 
 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56                            
 

Rev. James H. Lee 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

July 19, 2015 
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So the text calls the Jews to remember the covenant, and there it is as a changing of 

their hearts. But God called us, Gentiles, who were far off and excluded, to 

remember. Remember when we were not a people, and there was not a covenant of 

inclusion. We didn't have hope, and most of us have been living out our faith so long 

that we don’t remember a day when we didn’t belong to God and we didn’t have a 

faith. But there was a time when we didn't have a faith and we couldn’t say, “Well, I 

was brought up in the church.” (And then some people say, “I had a ‘drug problem’--

my family drug me to church, and they drug me to Sunday School; they drug me to 

the nearest revival or fellowship; they drug me to hear missionaries and to prayer 

meetings. They drug me, and I was there.”  But others of us could say “I was in the 

mess, and it was a good time. Church was the last place where I wanted to go. I 

thought the church doors would break when I walked through them. I just knew that 

the roof would fall in because I came into the church.” I want you to remember that 

day when you finally understood that God loves you and that you were forgiven and 

when you remember that, whew!!!! I am determined that no one can turn me around. 

They can say, “Well, you’re not this and you're not that….” Whatever! The Lord is 

mine!  
 

Remember those days. But sometimes we glamorize the past so much that we can't 

live in the present or prepare for the future. Sometimes we need to remember that 

there were some painful experiences we faced because of decisions that we made or 

others made. Friends, we are supposed to learn from our mistakes and to remember.  
  

Remembering is important.  Even as the Children of Israel crossed over the River 

Jordan at Gilgal, they set up 12 stones, representing each of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

This act of faith was done so that whenever people were coming out of a storm or 

going into a storm, God was and is with them and for them. They would remember 

that it was the Lord who brought them out of the wilderness and into the Promised 

Land. 
  

We are called to remember as a way to recognize what God did by grace and mercy. 

There's also a call to remember that causes us to repent. Sometimes we remember 

what was and we say, “Oooh, ouch….and thank you, Lord!” Then there is cause for 

there to be a change—a turning away from to go somewhere else. So you may ask 

why is that important. If we do not learn from our history, we're doomed to repeat it. 

But I want you to know in Proverbs it says it a different way. It says as a dog returns 

to its vomit, so a fool repeats his folly. Sounds disgusting, doesn’t it? So if we don't 

learn from our mistakes, we will just be like dogs that go back to the vomit. Think 

about how many times we've gone back to the vomit and acted like it was good. And 

wondered why we were in the stench and why we were in the mess? It's because we 

chose to forget or we chose to say this is food. I wanted us to hear that because God 

is calling us out of that into the marvelous light, to rejoice in the blessings that are 

ever before us. Also, when we remember, it keeps us from being self-righteous.  
 

Yeah, I said that other piece so we can talk about the repenting.  But some of us act 

like we never messed up—“You know, I've been right all my life.” “I can’t even 

believe you said that/did that/went there.” “Really, what kind of Christian are you?” 

We gotta remember that we had our own dirt. We gotta remember that the wages of 

sin is death. Guess what, if the law had its place—death. If we really want to live by 

the law, every little thing would have been death. But because of Jesus, grace! 

Because of Jesus, mercy! That is the good news. Amen.  

“Peace When the Pieces Come Together” 
 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56                            
 

Rev. James H. Lee 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

July 19, 2015 
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So we remember why so that we can be compassionate to other people who find 

themselves in struggles and challenges. As Jeff read in Mark 6, and it could be easy for 

us to forget, but it said Jesus went and saw a multitude, and “he had compassion.” 

Why? Because he saw sheep without a shepherd. If we read it in Matthew, it talks 

about the sheep who were battered, who were beat up by life. There are sheep out there 

who've been battered by life, and there are sheep in here who've been battered by life. 

And Jesus looks, and he has compassion; and he teaches, and there's teaching in a way 

so that you understand, not so that you feel looked down upon, but teaching in a way to 

make you a disciple, to empower you, to equip you so that you are excited about the 

things of God. And you want to share the Good News because you've experienced 

this. I love today as the teacher was talking about compassion. Sympathy, empathy, 

that's good…but compassion will move you beyond where you are to where you need 

to be. It is an awesome picture and we can use the Good Samaritan as an example; I 

was grateful for that compassion.   
 

Who is God calling you to have compassion for and to express it? Remembering you 

were once alienated, remembering you were once rejected, who will you have 

compassion upon and for?  
 

Reconcile:  The text reminds us in Ephesians that there' s a reconciliation that is 

going to take place. Reconciling because there was a division, and this division was 

between those who were in and those who are out. Anybody ever been on the outside 

trying to get in, like the old commercial “Open Open Open”? Jesus opens wide the 

gates so that all can come in. Praise the Lord! And so he opens the door so that all can 

come in, abolishing the law with his commandments. Some may say, “Wait a minute, 

abolishing the laws and commandments? I thought Jesus said that he came not to 

destroy the law but that it might be fulfilled.” He did. So how can it be abolished yet he 

comes not to destroy it? He came to say, “Law… there's going to be a change…if 

there's going to be a sin debt, I take that sin debt onto me. Your sin debt he takes and 

my sin debt he takes. He takes it upon himself so that he might reconcile us to God. 

And then because he did that, he calls us to reconcile with each other. Reconcile to 

God, reconcile to each other. That’s some hard work, isn’t it? He did the hard work, 

and we say, “Jesus, this is hard work.” Really?! “Forgive them for they know not what 

they do.”  It would take a cross, a symbol of shame, a symbol of division, to reconcile 

us to God and calls us to reconcile to each other so that we would be the one body knit 

together in love, so that which would separate us would be the one thing that calls us 

together as this one humanity in Christ Jesus. Can I get an Amen?! 
 

And so for some it's so hard, but for us it's so awesome.  What I love here is that he 

says “15He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he 

might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, 
16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting 

to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were 

far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through him both of us have access 

in one Spirit to the Father.” I love that because sometimes we forget we've been in it 

so long that we forget that we still need the Lord and we need God’s peace.  Then there 

are times when we've been away that we need to be reminded that we need God's 

peace. And God beckons us all to come experience the peace and to know peace in the 

midst of the storm. I'm there.   
 

But then there comes a time when we must reconcile.  We've been reconciled, and then 

there's a time we must reconcile within ourselves. I'm going to say Yes to God’s Yes; 

I'm going to try again. I'm going to go forth, and I'm going to do that. That is needed in 

all of our relationships. Amen! Parents to children; spouse to spouse; pastor to 

members; deacons to members; elders to elders; those in the church, out of the church.  
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We've got to continue to forgive each other and bring about a reconciliation. Amen? 

God would not have division; God would not have brokenness; God did everything so 

that we would have peace and we could be whole. Amen. 
  

Now this last piece is meddling but I gotta meddle just a minute: All of us have mess. So 

if you stand where you are and say, “You've got to come to me before we can 

reconcile,” have mercy. Because I know the Spirit of God will not allow us to stay 

where we are if there's division. You're wrong; they're wrong. Get it right. Just had to 

meddle. You're wrong; they're wrong. Get it right. Spirit of God will not allow us to 

cover our mess as if we did nothing wrong. Amen. 
  

Realign: F inally, the realignment. He realigns everything, and in the process of doing 

this new thing, reconciles us and realigns us to be this new household—the household of 

God. It's as if two broken pieces have been brought together so that they can be whole. 

It's a wonderful thing as they are joined together and growing together to be God’s Holy 

Temple, realigned to be made righteous, like the puzzle pieces put in the right place and 

the picture comes together.  
  

At different stages of putting the puzzle together, we grab the pieces, and we turn them 

around in our hands and above the empty slots. If we are honest, there are even times 

when we get frustrated and just try to force the piece into the wrong place. Once you 

realize it doesn’t fit, you start looking for the right piece. I want you to keep turning the 

puzzle pieces of your life around. But no matter what, I need us to know that God is the 

One who is the right source. Because we can try to find it in power. We can try to fill the 

voids in our lives with jobs or anything else we can find, but the answer is our Lord and 

our God. We need to keep realigning our lives and to keep realigning our decisions. 

Keep realigning. Even now, I am having to realign my life to start using my glasses 

regularly so I can see clearly. 
  

One other piece: I want to remind us that it says Jesus would be the cornerstone, which 

establishes him as the foundation upon which the church is built. In the Reformed 

tradition, the following are important cornerstones:  

Sola Scriptura, which means Scripture alone;  

Sola Fide, by faith alone;  

Soli Gratice, by grace alone;   

Solo Christo, in Christ alone/through Christ alone; and  

Solo Deo Gloria, God alone gets the glory.  

Let’s not forget the foundation of our faith, which is bigger than our denomination. But 

if you're going to be a part of faith and the Reformed Tradition, remember it, abide in it, 

and walk in it.  Amen. 
                

Being realigned is to know what is not and what should be. I'm taking off my robe and 

tie. I want you to know that it's not the robe; it's by grace. It’s not a tie; it is God’s grace. 

Who cares if you have a bunch of clothes and they look good on you if there’s not been 

a transformation? God’s greatest joy is for there to be a transformation in your lives or 

in your hearts.   
 

Remember, be reconciled, and be realigned, not in your power and might but in 

God. Look for something beautiful to be made out of your life like the pieces of a 

puzzle. No one knows the potential that is in you but God; allow God to do something 

awesome in you! Amen. 
  

Lord, you called us to be your people, and you promised to be our God and guide. Lord, 

we thank you for your Word, and we thank you for our lives. Thank you for your love 

and allowing us to have a good time in this place. Continue to do exceedingly 

abundantly more than what we can think or imagine. We ask in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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