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NCFA Family and Friends:  

 
The week got away from us.  We have been working frantically to prepare our Annu-

al Report for the Congregational Meeting on the 27th.  The Annual Report captures 

some of the many incredible moments that took place this year. It is through review-

ing  and reflecting that we can make appropriate renovations.   

 

Please plan to join the Rev. Jeff Saddington and members from both New Covenant 

Fellowship and Genesis Presbyterian Church on Thursday evenings beginning Janu-

ary 7 at 7pm as they begin a study of the Gospel of Luke.   

 

Please join me in celebrating Masa Prodanovic, Assistant Professor in the Depart-

ment of Petroleum and Geosystem Engineering at the University of Texas.  She made 

tenure and will be an Associate Professor in the fall of 2016.  Of course, Schuyler, 

Dario, Danita, and the rest of the family are "proud as punch" or "Orange Crush." 

We will have our Christmas Eve service at 6:30pm on Thursday, December 24th. We 

will have apple cider and cookies after worship. Please come out and spend a won-

derful evening together. 

 

Please plan to attend our 8:15 morning worship, where I will be preaching from Mi-

cah 5:1-5, and our 10:15am service, where I will be preaching from Hebrews 10:5-10 

and Luke 1:39-55. 

 

On the 27th, we will have worship and then our Congregational Meeting, which 

shouldn't be too long. It allows us to present our approved budget for 2016 based up-

on the pledges received and acts of faith. You will also have an opportunity to affirm 

the new and existing church officers for 2016. Lastly, you will have an opportunity 

vote on my terms of call. It's a good time to have any questions answered regarding 

the stewarding of our resources. 

 

I want to encourage us to take advantage of the time we have with family during the 

holidays. Traditions and memories are so meaningful when those you love are not 

around. Tomorrow is not promised to any of us, so let's let love abound today.   

My prayer for us all in life but especially when we are spending more time with those 

we love and who know us best:   

 

So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy 

and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kind-

ness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing 

with one another, and forgiving each other, who-

ever has a complaint against anyone, just  as the 

Lord forgave you, so also should you. Beyond 

all these things put on love, which is the per-

fect bond of unity. Let the peace of Christ 

rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 

called in one body, and then be thankful.       

                             

Colossians 3:12-15   
 

 

 

 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



December 24, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 

Study of the Gospel According to Luke, January/February, 2016 

Led by Rev. Jeff Saddington, Chaplain, Hospice Austin, 512-426-8805 

Luke is the Gospel of focus during the new church year beginning at Advent 2015. 
Lectionary preachers have nearly 50 opportunities to proclaim the Word using a Lukan 
text during this coming church year. 

Study Text:  Luke’s Gospel from Scratch: The New Testament or Beginners  
                       by Donald Griggs and Paul Walaskay 
                                 ISBN 978-0-664-23499-7 

 
When/Where: Thursdays, 7-8pm, January 7, 14, 21, 28; February 4, 11, 18,      
     2016.  Fellowship Hall 

 
Class Format: As with our study of Mark, we will need to pre-read Luke and be willing to 
engage in discussion, prayer, and even occasionally end in singing a relevant hymn. We 
will rely on the Holy Spirit to reveal to us what the Holy Spirit wishes us to see and hear 
in this great summary of the life and work of Jesus by doctor Luke, a very careful and 
detailed author. 

In anticipation of your interest, a dozen books have been purchased and are for sale for 
$13, first come, first served. Please contact Jeff Saddington for purchase and payment. 

The Gospel of Luke is a marvelously rich text, uniquely containing so many famil-
iar teachings, such as the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, Zacchaeus in a sycamore 
tree, and a young Jesus conversing with teachers in the temple. It also relates stories of 
Jesus that are found in other Gospels, such as the Feeding of the 5,000 and a different 
version of Matthew’s more familiar Beatitudes. It contains the most familiar of the Jesus 
birth narratives, with a manger, shepherds, angels, and no room at the inn. Food is also 
a theme, as Jesus in Luke is often going to a meal, at a meal, or leaving a meal, and 
each setting presents a wonderful teaching moment for us! 

In Luke men and women serve side by side, and Jesus is very clear about the need to 
care for the least, the last, and the lost, and anyone who is out on the margins of society. 

Come, be immersed in study!  It will be a wonderful time to be together in the Word be-
cause of what all of you seekers bring to it. ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

Until the whole world hears! 

December 27
th

, 2015 
During this meeting the Session will present the approved 2016 budg-

et and the congregation will vote to approve Pastor Lee’s terms of 

call so that he may continue to serve as our pastor. 
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 “When something is broken you fix it, you don’t throw it 

out.”  Praise the Lord for deciding to fix our sinfulness 

rather than throwing us away! 

 Lift up God’s mercy, peace, calm, comfort, guidance and 

deliverance for Robert P. and his loving family.  May the 

Lord take away all his fear. 

 Caly’s niece Selena graduated from college Saturday night! 

 Lift up healing for Vi from an infection.  Praise for her being 

able to care for little Lee for a few days so his parents could 

celebrate their anniversary.   

 Praise for our college students visiting during their 

Christmas break.   

 Praise for commissioning Doug and Patricia to a new call, 

and thanks for the years of loving NCF.  They will be missed. 

 Praise for Elizabeth S. and Cathy A. celebrating birthdays. 

 Lift up the mother of Charles’ cousin as she undergoes a 

small surgical procedure on Monday.   

 Lift up Pastor Lee as he prepares for surgery at the end of 

the month.   

 Lift up Tracey and Tim as they seek solutions to aid Tracey’s 

mother Cathy and her husband.   

 Lift up Nekia and Charles for comfort while she is deployed 

in Iraq and they miss their first Christmas as a married 

couple. 

 Lift up travel safety for all 

Christmas travelers.   
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- Wilshire Blvd. 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am  service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

                                              1507 Wilshire Blvd.  
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come share in the CELEBRA-

TION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  Genesis Presbyterian 

Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.    

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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How Are You Living, and Why?” 
Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18    

 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

December 13, 2015 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Philippians 4:4-7   4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let 

your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 

your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses 

all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

 

Luke 3:7-18  7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You 

brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits 

worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 

our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 

that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the 

crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 

has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they 

asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more 

than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats 

or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 15As the people were 

filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 

John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, 

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 

and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire.” 18So,  with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the 

good news to the people.  

 
(This sermon references a YouTube called “A Christmas Story,” by John Henry 

Faulk; here is the link.)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5h4S9A9Nbs ) We just had a Christmas 

story—a different genre, a different way for us to hear the Gospel, from a 

perspective that had a little culture in it, a childlike reverence for what just 

happened,  watching a relationship affect how one would deal with the fact that 

one thought he was excluded and then learned that he was included. Putting two 

sawhorses down and a platform over it, and everyone had room. What I really 

love, he said “even the baby.” That’s why in Communion, our children come 

running down the aisle. Some folks would say they’re too young to fully 

understand. And I would say, as old as I am, I don’t fully understand! But what I 

do know is that when I was a baby, I was able to come to the table. And so should 

they. “You make sure when you go that you invite your wife to bring some pots 

and pans, because I don’t know if I have enough for all of this.” Hospitality. 

Working together for the sake of the whole. Powerful imageries that were so 

great…. “Oh, we played running to the door to smell at the kitchen door and 

back….” “We would run around and we would play in the dirt.” Just like kids do. 

Joy. Rejoicing. Relationships. All from that. But why is that possible? Because a 

little boy wanted to go and show his orange, a peppermint stick, and an apple to 

his cousin. But there was a man who saw the barefoot boy in the cold and didn’t 

bypass him. He saw the boy and picked him up. .  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5h4S9A9Nbs
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New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

December 13, 2015 – 3rd Sunday of Advent 

And as a result, he got a chance to hear the Gospel, and a celebration took place. 

Sometimes in the hustle and bustle of life, we bypass the little barefoot boys; we 

miss the stories and the angels around us, unaware. And then the  prayer over the 

food. “Lord, every good and perfect gift comes from you. I sure hope You’re 

having as great of a Christmas as we are.” Someone may say we’re not supposed 

to say “Merry Christmas,” but we do, we want to be happy and joyful, for it is 

God who gave us the gift of Christ Jesus. 

 

Now, we hear the Gospel (above), and John the Baptist is out in the wilderness 

walking in his call, doing what he was called to do in the spirit of Elijah or Elias. 

Because if you were Jewish, you would have known that before the Messiah 

would come, Elias would come. And there was John, preparing the way of the 

Lord. And as he’s out doing that, it’s not in the text, but there was noise out 

there…because all we know is that the people heard something was happening, 

and they decided they would go. John did something different. Most of us pastors 

would say, “Welcome! How you doin’? Glad you’re here!” But when you have a 

prophet, he doesn’t respond to you like a pastor. He said, “You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?” Wow! And then the imagery 

is, if there’s a fire, everybody wants to jet—even the snakes. And so you say, 

“Was he calling us snakes? He was saying that what you need to do is to “Bear 

fruits worthy of repentance.” Bear fruit of repentance. And I used to think that 

that was just for folks who hadn’t acknowledged Christ. But it is for all of us 

because God is sanctifying us. And repentance is saying there is a changing of our 

mind, changing of our behavior, changing that’s taking place because we have a 

relationship with God…and a revelation that some things that are good for us and 

that we enjoy can entangle and control us, instead of us having authority over 

them and controlling them. So every now and then there is a call to repent. And 

that’s what John was wanting them to do. Now I don’t know about you, but when 

people tell me what I’m supposed to do, or tell me about myself, I get defensive. 

Then I want to remind them, “You’re not my daddy; you don’t know what I’ve 

been through. Who are you?” That’s a reaction like the folks had in the text. They 

responded.  

I want to invite us to react because that’s what you’re going to do on the inside: 

“No! I don’t want to! Who are you? Leave me alone….Back off!” Then I want us 

to allow the Spirit of God to say, “Really? Can I pull back some of the layers and 

let you see it from a different perspective so that you will respond and instead of 

react? And we say, “Well, how did they do it?” He said in the 10th verse, 10And 

the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them, 

“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever 

has food must do likewise.” Then he said to the tax collectors who were there 

what they needed to hear. 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.” You know, we can sometimes add a little extra so we can 

make sure we get a profit.…That’s the capitalist way of doing things—we’ve got 

to make ends meet, and we may even get a little bit more for ourselves. But those 

are the things he says. And he says to the soldiers, “Do not extort money from 

anyone by threats or false accusation….” See, we thought mob bosses were the 

only ones back in the days, and there were some others who would do it for the 

government and would do it for themselves. He says to them, “Don’t do that.”   
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What I love about this is the people who were filled with expectation and 

questioning. What does it mean for your mind to be renewed and to have a new 

understanding? And then say, “You know what, I’m going to try this.” And then 

the other part of your mind says, “And where are you going to do it? And how are 

you going to do it? And how long are you going to do it? And what happens if it 

costs more than what you want to give?” All those things that tell you to stop when 

you’re being told to go. And you just say in response to the thoughts that come, the 

fears that rise up, “I will ‘trust in the Lord with all my heart. I’ll lean not to my own 

understanding…and in all my ways I will acknowledge him, for he would direct 

my path.’ (Proverbs 3:5-6)” Why?! Because if I have two coats, God made it 

possible! If I have food to eat, God made it possible! If I had a job, God made it 

possible! If I have life, God made it possible! So God, I have a whole lot of 

unknowns; but you are revealing to me things that will help me to bring you glory, 

help me to be who I am called to be. So with expectation, questions, and fear, I’m 

gonna walk. I will walk and move forward!   

 

I love the fact that Luke didn’t end it right there, because remember I said ‘John 

comes in the spirit of Elias’? See, if you’re a remnant, that faithful few who has 

been remaining and looking to the heavens and hoping that the God you believed 

in, that your folks told you about but you haven’t experienced, could this really be 

him? And many of them thought, “This has got to be him,” and John said no. He 

said, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. A refiner’s fire. And I like the distinction of the refiner’s fire 

because some things would just burn up, but a refining fire is heated up in such a 

way that the dross, the mess, the impurities will rise to the top, and then you can 

scrape them off. And now what you have is something beautiful that has been 

refined. When you get fearful of where God is leading you, say, “Lord, I need you 

to refine me!” I don’t need you to burn me up, but refine me! 

Then I love the other piece, the winnowing fork. 17His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but 

the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” The cleaning of the thresholds; 

the preparation that needed to take place—why? For the harvest. We’re the harvest 

of the Lord, and God had made preparation for us. He did it through Christ before 

the foundations of the world. And here in the text, we hear that and we see it in a 

different way.  

I didn’t read the Zephaniah 3:14-20 text, but if you all get a chance read 

Zephaniah, it tells the people to rejoice. But I want you to hear something that 

blew my mind and gave me great joy: Zephaniah 3:17 says “The Lord our God is 

in your midst, a warrior who gives victory.” Here’s a part that I love, “He will 

rejoice over you with gladness.” Did you hear? He will rejoice over you with 

gladness! I will say one more time, He will rejoice over you with gladness! (In the 

YouTube) Could you see the boys playing in the sand and laughing and having a 

good time? Can you imagine God looking at you, saying, “That’s my baby!”? And 

rejoicing over you! But you say, “But that’s not me….” and God says, “I know 

who you are. I know how you are. And I’m still rejoicing over you.”   
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So as I close out this sermon, if God can rejoice over us with our mess, can we 

rejoice in the Lord always? And again I say, Rejoice. I may not be happy, but I 

can rejoice, because it could be worse. If I rejoice, it makes it a little bit easier 

for me to let my gentleness be known to others. Because my response out of 

grace and mercy is from a good place instead of a place that says “I’ve been 

taken advantage of”; “I haven’t been understood”; “You don’t know this and 

you don’t know that.” But when you are a rejoicer, you revel in them being 

rejoiced over! It’s special. Then let your requests be made known to the Lord 

with thanksgiving. But what happens if God doesn’t answer my prayer? “Did 

you call me [God] the source?” Yes. “Then God knows what’s best.” Yeah, but 

He doesn’t always do it the way I want Him to do it….“But that  shouldn’t keep 

you from making the request.”  

 

I’m going to tell you, my babies used to ask me to do stuff, and I was like, 

“There’s no way on this earth I can do it!” But do you think I didn’t try? I tried 

because they asked!! Go to that seventh chapter of Matthew. “And Jesus said, 

‘How many of you who are kind of wicked, and not good, if your child is 

asking for fish, would you give them a serpent instead?’” God loves us…

rejoices over us! I want us this day to choose to respond to God’s love—not out 

of fear, not out of frustration, but out of God’s faithfulness and out of gratitude. 

 

Let us pray: Lord, the question of the sermon was, “How Are You Living, and 

Why?” Lord, I want us to be the people that don’t live a certain way because of 

peer pressure; don’t live a certain way because we’re afraid; don’t live a 

certain way because we wonder so much about what tomorrow will bring that 

we forget to be in a relationship with you and others. Help us. Unless you do it, 

it won’t be done. Help us, because it’s so easy for us to conform to this world; 

but we need you to renew our minds and transform us while we’re in it. To you 

be glory, praise, and honor, this day and forevermore. Amen. 

 


