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NCFA Family and Friends:  

 

 

Several years ago, while flying to a conference, I saw some thunderclouds outside 

of my window. The pilot told us, “Go to your seats and put on your seatbelts.” 
When I am on the ground, I don’t mind seeing clouds because I know that we need 

rain to nurture our land, crops, flowers, trees, and livestock; however, there are 

some clouds that bring storms with them. When those storm clouds come, we get 
on the alert because they bring a different level of challenges. There are a number 

of you who are facing storms in your lives. It seems like the challenges are coming 

from every direction.  

I want to encourage you and let you know that after going through several clouds 

and having the plane jolted by the turbulent winds, we rose above the clouds. There 

above the clouds was the sun. What a welcome sight; and it was there all of the 

time!  

Please know that God’s constant peace, power, and love are present with us even in 
the midst of our storms. We just can’t see God for the storm clouds or the challeng-

es right before us. I invite you to trust that God is present just like we can trust that 

the sun is present even when we can’t see it because of storms or when we orbit 

around it.  

I want to remind you that Sunday is going to be a very full day (or would "very busy 

day" sound better?); after-worship activities include:  

- The Evangelism Committee will be working with volunteers from the church to 

assemble our "We Care Kits." You will be invited to take some of these emergency 
kits for our homeless teens, sisters, and brothers. Let them know that God loves 

them and bless them with a kit. Special thanks for the Evangelism Committee and 

members of NCFA, who donated supplies and will be working to prepare the kits.  

- We will have New Officer Examinations in my office.  

- Our Deacons will be meeting in the kitchen. 

- We will have our first Tutoring Session. 

Plan to join us as we celebrate our 7th Anniversary of Chartering next Sunday, Jan-

uary 17th, with a luncheon including desserts of cake and ice cream!  

 

Prayerfully submitted, 

Pastor James H. Lee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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The Gospel 

According to Luke 

Thursdays at 7pm 

through February 18 
 

Fellowship Hall 
 

For Study Notes, see Rev. Jeff Saddington 

jeffsaddington@ gmail.com 
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 Matthew 6: 1 Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be 

seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.  

 Lift up NCF to become all God has planned for it.  Do something in the 

church this week.  Help out with the ‘behind the scenes’ jobs.  Challenge 

yourself. 

 Praise for the double Baptism of Matthew and his son James.   

 Lift up George and Nekia while she is deployed in Iraq. 

 Praise for all God has done for Danielle and her children!  She is in nursing 

school now and working as a dietician at a local hospital.  Also, lift up her 

extended family as they grieve the death of a cousin who leaves three children 

without a father.   

 Lift up Ben’s mother (94 years young) for an improved appetite.  Also, lift up 

a 19 year old whose spine was severed in a recent accident.   

 Lift up Kimberly’s friend Kaya who has been afflicted with multiple medical 

problems this past year as well as sustaining a traumatic brain injury from a 

fall.   

 Lift up a decision about Jimmy returning to Ethiopia with Sofia and a 

mission team.   

 Lift up a smooth transition to retirement (her second!) and improved health 

for Vi.   

 Praise the Lord!  Lift up possibilities and provisions for Chris and family to 

be able to travel to Nigeria.  Lift up traveling mercies for Fortune as he 

returns to Medical School.   

 Praise for another year to worship God and love his people.  Praise for safe 

travel that brought Eddie, Kayla, and children to Austin to visit family and 

NCF.  Thanks be to God for my husband.  

 Lift up friends as they approach the first anniversary of the loss of their child 

to SIDS. 

 Lift up rapid healing from shoulder surgery for James. 

 Praise for visitors! 

 Lift up the Ross family as they grieve the death of their daughter.   

 Lift up Matthew and his classmates for safe travels in Mexico for a January 

term seminary class. Prayers for Kathryn in her single parenting role during 

this time. Prayers as well for Matthew's Ordination Exams coming up later 

this month. 

 Prayers for Lucy's brother Michael and his medical team while tests are 

being run at MD Anderson. 
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- Wilshire Blvd. 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am  service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

                                              1507 Wilshire Blvd.  
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come share in the CELEBRA-

TION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  Genesis Presbyterian 

Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.    

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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1st    Kimberly Hall    
3rd    Katie Keeler       
4th    Doug Caroom    
 6th   Craig Dyer     
7th    Josh Harris 
13th  Patricia Caroom 
15th   George Washington IV 
16th  Stacy Robinson 
17th  Nora Quinn 
17th Amanda Phillips 
25th  Awudizi Vida-Torku 
30th   Doug Smith   
   

 1-5   Wonho and Charlie Shin 
1-15  George and Grace Washington 
1-20   George and Trish Holland 
1-21  Scott and Ashley Phillips 
1-31   Oliver and Elizabeth Smith 
 

 

Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 

Worship & Membership 

 
Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th             Baptism of the Lord 

         8:15am  1507 Wilshire Blvd.   

    9-10am  Adult Sunday School 

   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  

   Team Rehearsal  

       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 

         Pastor James H. Lee, preaching 

     Sunday School during worship;  

    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 

   Deacons will meet after worship  

   Officer Examination in Pastor’s Office 

   We Care Kits assembly 

   Tutoring  
 

12th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry    

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

13th Prayer and Praise Service at 6:30pm ; 

    Worship at 7pm. 
   

17th      2nd  Sunday after Epiphany  

          8:15am  1507 Wilshire Blvd.   

    

        9-10am  Adult Sunday School 

   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  

   Team Rehearsal  

       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 

         Pastor James H. Lee, preaching 

     Sunday School during worship;  

    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 

   7th Anniversary Celebration  

   following worship 
    

20th  Church Leadership Retreat 
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Wednesday Night 
Fellowship 
Homework Help
5 – 6 PM and 7 – 8 PM

Bring your homework. Enjoy a family –
friendly meal. Finish assignments.
Beginning January 13, 2016

 
 
 
 

 Do you love math, hate math, or need help with math? 

 Are you getting ready for a big test or college entrance exam? 

 Bring your arithmetic, addition, subtraction, multiplication,  di-

vision, geometry, trigonometry,  statistics and calculus math 

problems. 

 All school-aged students, elementary through undergraduates 

 2nd and 4th Sundays, immediately following worship service  

 (Noon – 1:30 PM) 

 Maša Prodanoviċ holds a Bachelor of Science in Applied Math-

ematics from the University of Zagreb, Croatia and a PhD in 

Computational Applied Mathematics from Stony Brook Univer-

sity, New York. She is an Assistant Professor  and Chevron 

Teaching Fellow in the Petroleum and Geosystems Engineer-

ing Department at the University of Texas at Austin. 
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We Care Kits 
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-

pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  

We are currently accepting the following 

donations 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars or Trail mix 

8 ounce size water bottles 
 

Hygiene/Personal Items:  

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste    

Travel size hand sanitizer or hotel size bar soap 

Men’s size small crew ankle length white or black 

socks 

 

Quart size freezer bags 

Please note: this is a smaller kit with fewer items.  

 

All donated items should be placed in the dona-

tions box located on the back table by the AV 

equipment.  If you have any questions, please 

email me: calyflower2020@yahoo.com  or call 

me at (512) 228-4712. 

mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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    Honoring Those Outside of Our Culture” 

Matthew 2:1-12  
 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

January 3, 2016 

   Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written 
by the prophet: 6‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people 
Israel.’” 7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact 
time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.” 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 
where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
1This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— 2for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that was 

given me for you, 3and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I wrote 

above in a few words, 4a reading of which will enable you to perceive my understanding of 

the mystery of Christ. 5In former generations this mystery was not made known to 

humankind,  as  it has now been  revealed to  his  holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit: 
6that is, the Gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of the same body, and sharers in 

the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 7Of this gospel I have become a servant 

according to the gift of God’s grace that was given me by the working of his power. 
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the 

Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the 

plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 

church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places. 11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that 

he has carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in boldness 

and confidence through faith in him.  

 

This morning we switched the readings—placing the Gospel reading first instead of the 

Epistle—and it was important for me that we did it that way because I wanted us to hear Paul 

talking about being a prisoner, being a servant for the Gentiles, having been called after a 

special revelation that was given unto him to do so. He was not of the original twelve, and 

then the ones that were chosen; but yet it was there on the Damascus Road where the Lord 

tells him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” Which reminds us so often that we try to 

do things our way, while the Lord is saying, “Baby, isn’t it hard? And you’re going to keep 

doing it?” So it was there that the Lord and Saul had an encounter. Over a period of time, he 

was blessed by a man by the name of Ananias who served him. And as a result of serving 

him, scales fell from his eyes. He was no longer “Saul,” but “Paul.” 

As we enter into 2016, I want us to let go of some things. Ask God to remove some scales 

from our eyes so that we can see things afresh, see things anew…and that God would also 

touch our hearts so that where there is every reason for our hearts to be hardened, they might 

be softened to love again, to experience full life. 
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   I want us to be the body of Christ that welcomes people we know and don’t know, who look 

like us and don’t, but who are part of the Body of Christ, who gave his life for us. Another 

powerful thing about what was written is that the mystery was not revealed to previous 

generations, but it has been revealed to us. So this Epiphany Sunday, if you’re not happy 

about anything else, be glad that God has made God’s self known unto you…thank God for 
doing something amazing—He has become a part of us. This is significant because our 

heroes of the Bible did not have an encounter like we have. Unfortunately, we’re so used to it 

that we don’t even reverence or recognize it as God’s precious and powerful gift to us.   

The other side of what Paul said is he became a servant. For 2016, our theme is “Servant 

Leaders Serving Others and Living Faithfully in 2016.” Amen? Paul understood that he was 

called for the purpose of sharing the Good News with the Gentiles. For those of us who are 

not Jewish in the house, that’s us. We need to hear that because in the West, we think we 

started it all. But it came from the East, and then we got a chance to be a part of it. But again, 

he said he was a servant. 

We hear these words as Jesus addresses his disciples. After James and John wanted to have a 

good spot and the other brothers got upset, he says, “Whoever wants to become great among 

you must be your servant. And whoever wants to be first must be your slave. Just as the 

Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for 

many.” (Matthew 20:26-28) 

What would you do when you go to eternity, and you get to look back and say, “I sacrificed a 

lot. I gave a lot.” And you get to see ALL the people whose lives were influenced by your 

reflecting the light of Christ—by a handshake, by a hug, by doing administration, by being a 

marketplace minister, by being a servant for those who were outsiders. The Gentiles were the 

outsiders. 

So how could we do such a thing? I’m glad you asked! It’s by honoring those who are 

outside of our culture. When I was called to Covenant in 2003, we went to Senegal. I’d been 

to Israel, but I’d never been to Senegal. My world opened up in a way that I had never 

understood. First in Israel, then in Egypt, and then to go to Senegal and to have an experience 

that I’d never had before. A pastor gave me this stole to honor me because he hadn’t seen an 

African-American pastor in Senegal. This stole comes from Cuba. As a representative of 

Mission and out of relationships with folks from Luyanó and La Fernanda (the church plant 

in Luyanó), I was blessed with it. For the sake of the sermon, I am acknowledging it as a way 

of honoring our relationships and a covenant outside of themselves. 

We made a trip to Chiapas, Mexico, to establish a relationship. Whereas they’ve kicked 

many out of Mexico, CODIPRECH (Communion of Presbyterian and Reformed Churches of 

Chiapas) said, “We want to develop a partnership with you,” This was an honor from the 

folks of CODIPRECH as Caly, Estela, Lydia (previously as a part of our team), and we were 

there honoring folks outside of our culture. And in some cases outside of our country.  

You may ask, “James, what does that have to do with us today?” There were three wise men; 

some may call them Zoroastrians, and some may call them Astrologers. But they had an 
encounter, and some would say that they had an encounter with that Old Testament reading 

out of Malachi that would say that this little teeny tribe, Bethlehem, who were just a part of 

Judah…between Benjamin and Judah…out of that would come the Messiah, and out of that 

experience, they sought after him. Out of that experience, they would look into the skies and 

they would see the stars that would direct them in close proximity.  

I want to ask you, what are you looking for? What is God giving you a glimpse of and 

saying, “Baby, you can have that too.” You may say, “No, I’m just a part of little Bethlehem. 
I’m not big enough to be Benjamin, I’m not big enough to be Judah.” But God says, “I want 

to bring forth greatness out of you.”  
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Epiphany is, again, the revelation of God to us and then us showing forth our honor to God. 

Don’t take your gifts and belittle them. Do not, as Paul told Timothy, allow anyone to 

despise you because of your youth. I want to expand that exhortation to include age, gender, 

location, education, whatever the situation….No!  

Now the three left. They didn’t know the exact place, but they were at the right place because 

they were there with the king. And what did they say? “We are looking for the one who was 

born King of the Jews.” Now, if you have a little bit of wisdom, you don’t go to a king who 

is over the whole region and tell that king that you’re looking for another king over his 

region. But they did!  Every now and then we have to stand up and ask the right questions so 

that the status quo just doesn’t happen. New revelations can take place; and change can take 

place. 

But they inquired as they were following the stars. And some people say, “Did you talk about 

astrology and Zoroastrian and all of that in the church?” and I say, “Yes, God is bigger than 

all of that.” Who put the stars in the sky and the galaxy? Our God! God doesn’t have to trip 

on that. You don’t have to worry about that; let God be God. Amen! 

They were led to the Christ Child, where they honored him with frankincense, gold, and 

myrrh. What a glorious encounter. I need us to hear the other side of the story. Because 
sometimes we get inspired in the sanctuary, like a peptalk before a big game. In life or in the 

game, we get caught off guard by the opposition or that we could possibly suffer for 

righteousness’ sake. Some people are able to push through while others get stuck, 

discouraged, and dismayed. 

Watch what Herod did. He waited for those guys—“Hey, guys, great! Y’all go find the child. 

When you do, bring word back to me and I’ll go honor him, just like y’all are doing.” And 

what did he do? Out of fear he called everyone—the chief priest and the Sadducees. Now, at 
first glance, whatever. No, he’s saying “I’m ruling this; I’m calling the leaders of the Jews, 

who are under my purview, and asking ‘How did you let this happen? Why did I not know 

about it, and where is this king of the Jews?’” I want us to know, you can walk in sincerity, 

you can walk in the strength of the Lord, but there are going to be times you are going to 

suffer for righteousness’ sake. When Paul said he was a prisoner, when Paul said he was a 

servant, when Paul said he was a slave, it wasn’t just ’cause life was grand and pretty, but 

because he was committed. 

Now, when I share this, some might say “I didn’t come here on Sunday morning to hear 
that….” I want you to think about the other “S” word. When I was little, we used to be called 

“Christian soldiers”; it had another feel to it, especially when we thought we were in the 

army of the Lord. To help advance the Kingdom of God. Even as the angels are bad on our 

behalf, we were God’s human agents. We were ready to serve at God’s command. It’s 

amazing to think that God would work through us to impact the Kingdom so that it might 

advance, that love may advance, light may advance, and transformation may take place. We 

have to also be ready to know even when we’re seeking, and when we’re finally doing the 

right thing in sincerity, that we still may suffer so that the status quo doesn’t keep happening, 

because change needs to take place. 

What I love about the text is that on their way to the Savior, they get a word that “When you 

see him and you honor him, don’t go back to the king. Take another route.” There’s 

something about having an encounter with God that will cause us to take another route.  

That word in the Christian community is called “repent,” 

and it will cause us to take a different route. 
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I am inviting us also to be folks who recognize God revelations are not to tear us down, but 

rather to help us, protect us, and transform us. Although we are reluctant to admit we need to 

change, our response ought to be, “With your help, I will repent.” What is God calling you to 

repent about so that 2016 will be far better than 2015? Amen? 

Guys, I want to tell you 2016 is time for playing aside—we’ve got work to do. We’ve got work 

to do in the community, we’ve got work to do in this church. And we need servant leaders, 

folks who will put their hand to the plow and won’t turn back, because I can tell you, when you 

turn back, you can’t plow a straight line—it’s crooked, or it sways. 

As I get to the last part, I was talking to this pastor in Senegal, and I just couldn’t understand, 
so I said, “We’re here in the city and I see all of this, and we drive out here, and I don’t see the 

progress. Couldn’t we do some things here?” And he said, “Pastor, we try; but when we do, we 

find ourselves stuck.” Well, get unstuck! And he said, “Pastor, sometimes you have to remove 

the boulders before you can plow the field.” Immediately I said, “Build a bigger plow and build 

a stronger blade.” He said, “No, remove the boulders so that you can plow, get things done, not 

destroy your resources.” So I want to invite us this Epiphany Sunday, consider where your 

boulders are. “Lord, I’m waiting for a harvest. Help me remove those boulders that are getting 

in the way of the seeds that I have sown and the harvest that is waiting to come my way.” 

Three wise men from the East. They could have had a boulder: Why would I want to go see a 

king who is a baby? Why would I want to go to Bethlehem? Why would I do this for a child? 

This Child is a King, and this Child is worthy to be praised. This Child is also the one who 

brings forth salvation; this Child is also the one who judges in righteousness; this is the One 

who gave his life. And so what does the text say? They went. I did this the other day, and so I 

want us to think about when was the last time we got on our knees before God? When was the 

last time you lay prostrate before God and recognized God’s Almighty power, grace, and 

mercy, instead of allowing this society and this world to define who God is. You define who 

God is to you. See, we are blessed to have a personal relationship and then a corporate 

relationship. I get challenged a lot. How can you do this, do that? Because I serve the True and 

the Living God. In Glory there won’t be any denominations. In Glory the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah and the Lamb will be there, and everybody will be rejoicing and bowing in God’s 

presence, in Christ’s presence; and he will be the Light—won’t need a light bulb, LED, or any 

other thing. Let’s let that light reflect in us. 

When I got the email and was reminded that Matthew was going to be baptized, I was excited 

about James Douglas, but to walk this journey with Matthew and Erin has been great. It 

culminates today with he and his wife together bringing their baby, and the angels in Heaven 

are rejoicing! It’s like a touchdown, and if I had my right arm, I’d spike the ball!   

Frankincense, myrrh, and gold they present before the King. We know him to be the King of 

kings and Lord of lords; the Prince of Peace, the Wonderful Counselor, our All-in-All. 

Yashueh, Jesus, the One who saves.  

Let us pray: 

God, for the privilege of worshiping you today, for being in this place in which you’re calling 
us to greater things, we don’t know why it was our generation that you revealed the mystery, 

but we’re so glad about it. We’re so glad for your Spirit that abides within us, that leads us, 

guides us, comforts us, and every now and then convicts us. We thank you because even then it 

reminds us that we belong to you and that you’re doing a work in us. We pray that you take the 

Word proclaimed and make it what each person in this house needs it to be for himself or 

herself, so that out of revelation they might know how much you love us, how much grace and 

mercy you extend to us, and how much you are waiting to revel and cheer over us. We’re all 

worried about what we haven’t done, and you’re saying to just go and be and do what it is I’ve 

called you to do, like no one else can do in this world. God, to you be glory, praise, and honor, 

for all that you’ve done in the past, all that you’re doing right now, and all that you’re going to 

be doing in the future. Even when our heart breaks about storms, and theft, and war, we know 
that true love overcomes hate and that it is also that which removes fear. Help us to walk in 

your love, in Jesus’ name. Amen.   


