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At the End of the Day with  

Pastor James Lee 
 This is one of Pastor James Lee’s favorite sayings.  He usually uses it to 

tie up a discussion that is real and relevant for whomever he’s talking to. 

A former teammate and friend of mine gave me an autographed book of Joel Osteen.  

Joel is the pastor of the Lakewood Church in Houston, Texas.  Like a loaded potato 

added to a Houston’s Hawaiian marinated steak, Joel compliments God’s words and 

purposes for God’s people.  When I find myself getting in a “funk without a funky 

beat” or in a “spiritual rut,” I like to listen to Joel.  In his book, “It’s Your Time: 

Activate Your Faith, Achieve Your Dreams, and Increase God’s Favor,” Joel 

once again reminded me that God is in control even when circumstances around me 

say otherwise.  Furthermore, there was an encouragement to press ahead for excel-

lence rather than look for shortcuts because life is tough.  Although he is not Presby-

terian, he reminded me of God’s providential care. 

“The Scripture says, ‘No good thing will God withhold when you walk uprightly.’  

When you live a life of excellence and integrity, a life that’s pleasing to the Lord, 

God will bring your dreams to pass.  He will cause you to be at the right place at the 

right time.  You will find yourself stumbling into God’s blessings.  Dare to dream 

big. Think big. Believe big” (Osteen, pg. 257). 

Instead of becoming defensive and listing all of my great efforts, I found myself be-

coming more determined not in myself but rather my life in God’s hands.  What does 

it mean when I think that God delights in blessing me?  Instead of thinking about 

creditors and competitors, I thought about my protector and provider guiding me into 

position to receive God’s best for me.   

At the end of the day, when we realize that God is in  

control, we can tell God, “Let’s Roll!” 

 

Psalm 84:10-12 (NIV): 10 Better is one day in your courts than a thousand else-

where; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the 

tents of the wicked. 11 For the LORD God is a sun and shield; the LORD bestows 

favor and honor; no good thing does he withhold from those whose walk is blame-

less. 12O LORD Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in you. 

 

God bless and keep you all.    

 

James  

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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2015 Matching Grant 
 

 GOAL $30,000.00    

Current Donor Gift $15,000.00 

NCFA Challenge  $15,000.00 

NCFA Current  Gift $1,150.00 

       What are the ways I can give? 

 Mail a donation to the church office  

 Leave a donation during one of the services, or events 

 Online https://ncfaustin.cloverdonations.com/donation 

 
Faithfully, 
Pastor James Lee 

All Welcome 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS SUNDAY 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

9:30AM 
 

Just one requirement:  

A LOVE OF GLORIFYING GOD  

THROUGH MUSIC! 

Bring your voice and hands to clap! 
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Study of the Gospel According to Luke, January/February, 2016 

Led by Rev. Jeff Saddington, Chaplain, Hospice Austin, 512-426-8805 

 

Luke is the Gospel of focus during the new church year begin-
ning at Advent 2015. Lectionary preachers have nearly 50 op-
portunities to proclaim the Word using a Lukan text during this 
coming church year. 

 

Study Text:  Luke’s Gospel from Scratch: The New Testament or Beginners  
                       by Donald Griggs and Paul Walaskay 
                                 ISBN 978-0-664-23499-7 

 
When/Where: Thursdays, 7-8pm, January 7, 14, 21, 28; February 4, 11, 18,  
         2016.  Fellowship Hall 
 
Class Format: As with our study of Mark, we will need to pre-read Luke and be 
willing to engage in discussion, prayer, and even occasionally end in singing a 
relevant hymn. We will rely on the Holy Spirit to reveal to us what the Holy Spirit 
wishes us to see and hear in this great summary of the life and work of Jesus by 

doctor Luke, a very careful and detailed author. 

In anticipation of your interest, a dozen books have been purchased and are for 
sale for $13, first come, first served. Please contact Jeff Saddington for purchase 

and payment. 

The Gospel of Luke is a marvelously rich text, uniquely containing so many fa-
miliar teachings, such as the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, Zacchaeus in a 
sycamore tree, and a young Jesus conversing with teachers in the temple. It al-
so relates stories of Jesus that are found in other Gospels, such as the Feeding 
of the 5,000 and a different version of Matthew’s more familiar Beatitudes. It 
contains the most familiar of the Jesus birth narratives, with a manger, shep-
herds, angels, and no room at the inn. Food is also a theme, as Jesus in Luke is 
often going to a meal, at a meal, or leaving a meal, and each setting presents a 

wonderful teaching moment for us! 

In Luke men and women serve side by side, and Jesus is very clear about the 
need to care for the least, the last, and the lost, and anyone who is out on the 

margins of society. 

Come, be immersed in study!  It will be a wonderful time to be together in the 

Word because of what all of you seekers bring to it. ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

Until the whole world hears! 
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 Trish is happy to have George with her in worship today. 

 Lift up traveling mercies for Ellis’ mother as she returns to Atlanta. 

 Lift up our Bastrop neighbors who have suffered grievous losses in 

the 2011 and now the 2015 fires.   

  Praise for getting a daughter off her motorcycle and into a new-used 
car.  Praise for safety during an accident.  Praise for the kindness of 

strangers who helped her.   

  Lift up drivers for safety as others rush to get around.  Lift up 
bicyclists for sense to use safety measures like lights on the bike 

after dark.   

  Praise for the sermon.   

  Praise for the Health Fair—it was fun and informative. 

  Lift up Tracey’s friend Laura whose father died Friday.  Lift up the 

family as they take care of the next steps. 

  Lift up a doctor’s appointment for Kathy that appropriate treatment 
can be defined.  Lift up family caregivers who are parenting their 

parents.   

  Praise for the 80th birthday celebration for Caly’s mother who spent 

the evening merengue dancing.   

  Lift up Michael’s family in the wake of his fatal heart attack last 

week.  Lift up Caly for comfort and encouragement.   

  Lift up Caly’s brother who is really lonely.  He will be coming to visit 

for Thanksgiving. 

  Lift up Reverend Bill’s mother Gloria following hospitalization with 
stroke-like symptoms as well as having her driver’s license revoked 
due to her advanced glaucoma.  Lift up her family as they all adapt to 

these changes and seek ways to help her.  Lift up PATIENCE for all. 

  Praise for Ashley’s brother getting a job!  Lift up Ashley’s mother 
Brenda as she moves her mother Ouida into her home.  Lift up 
Ouida’s husband who is in care.  Lift up the family as they adapt to 

the changes and provide for care. 

  Lift up the safe delivery of Ashley’s baby girl—sooner rather than 

later, please! 

  Lift up Nikkie’s friend Beth whose 16 year old daughter is getting a 
diagnosis of MS at the same time Beth’s husband was diagnosed 

with a brain tumor.   

 Lift up the safe travels for all going to Mo Ranch this coming 

weekend.   
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 
 
 

 
 
15th    
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Estela Sifuentes, preaching  
   9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:15am  Deacons Meeting  
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 
 Rev. Thomas Daniels, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
 

          Save the Date: November 22, NCF  
      Thanksgiving Luncheon 

               

17th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry    

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

       

22nd     
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Estela Sifuentes, preaching  
   9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:15am  Deacons Meeting  
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 
 Pastor James Lee, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 

Thanksgiving Luncheon 

November 2015 

3rd  Sam Okyere Mireku 
5th  Ellis Oglesby 
8th  Francisco Ramirez 
9th  Krystal Parsons 
15th  Patricia Nemir 
18th  Vi Lee 
 Koryn Irene Aldas 
19th  Charlie Phillips 
21st  Comfort Agbahu 
 Dylan Shubitz 
24th  Vernon Bailey 
25th  Isabella Grace Sullivan 
25th  Carol Saddington 
28th  Matthew Cox 
 Tamara Smith 
30th  Stephanie Lenz Sullivan 
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3rd    Doug and Kathy Smith  
8th    George and Grace Washington  
17th   John and Doreette Ayensu  
30th   Jeff and Carol Saddington  
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invites you to join us for 

worship service!
Every Sunday 8am - 9am

NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

November  — 15 Estela Sifuentes 
November  — 22  Estela Sifuentes 
November  — 29  Danita Nelson 

 
 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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Are  you ready?  

it’s Thanksgiving Time 

At ncfA !!!!!  

 

 

Join us for our  

All Church Thanksgiving 

Luncheon  

Following Our Morning  

Worship Service  

 

November 22, 2015 
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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World of Hope Fair Trade Market  

November 14 & 15, 2015 

                                               

Saturday, November 14, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 15, 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

For one weekend in November, our Fellowship Hall is transformed into a 
world market where unique handmade items are sold for a fair price, sup-

porting and sustaining families around the world. 

Location:  Hope Presbyterian Church, 11512 Olson Drive, Austin, TX 78750 
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
     KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its partnership with Café 
Justo to bless this coffee grower’s cooperative. 

 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They 
market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. 
Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see Caly Fernández to 
place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. 
bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee 
are delivered biweekly to NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

An offer to our youth:  
"I would like anyone under the age of 18 to know that I have 

$10 for any child who can recite a Psalm in worship.  

—Ellis Oglesby 

We Care Kits 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  
 

We are currently accepting the following donations 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars or Trail mix & 8 ounce size water bottles 

 

Hygiene/Personal Items:  

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste, Travel size hand sanitizer, Adult 

white ankle crew socks – size large, Quart size freezer bags. 

  All donated items should be placed in the donations box located on the back table 

by the AV equipment.  If you have any questions please email me: calyflow-

er2020@yahoo.com  or call me at (512)228-4712. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
http://hopeaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/WOHLbasket.jpg
mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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“Devotion—Objective or an  

Outpouring of  Love” 
Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:38-44a  

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 8, 2015 

Hebrews 9:24-28                   

    24For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true 

one, but he entered entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our 

behalf. 25Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy 

Place year after year with blood that is not his own; 26for then he would have had to 

suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared 

once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27And just as it 

is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the judgment, 28so Christ, having been 

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to 

save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

 

 Mark 12:38-44a                                         
 38As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and 

to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 39and to have the best seats in the 

synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 40They devour widows’ houses and for the 

sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.” 41He 

sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 

Many rich people put in large sums. 42A poor widow came and put in two small copper 

coins, which are worth a penny. 43Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I 

tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the 

treasury. 44For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her 

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  

 

Our three words of focus are: Sovereignty of God, Systems, and Stewardship. 

 

Devotion, is it our objective or is it an outpouring of love? There are so many different 

messages within this text. Throughout the sermon I will talk about some of the Old Testament 

texts that are part of our lectionary, but for a matter of reading and time, I decided not to have 

us read them all.   

 

When we find ourselves going through life, it's devotionals that help draw us closer to God.  

When you doubt, it's good to have a devotional where you can read and have someone else's 

words help you navigate life. When you are discouraged and you need hope or inspiration, it 

is good to have another resource that can help you to stay focused. Devotionals in and of 

themselves are just other words, other books, but they are needed to help us draw back to the 

Master. You would say, “Well, if you're a good Christian you shouldn't need a devotional.”  

Well, if you're a good Christian, you will know that you need a devotional! We all know 

we're supposed to pray, but I want to ask you: In 24 hours, how many hours a day do we 

pray? And when we pray – those hours – how much of it is praising God? How much of it is 

recognizing the needs of others and interceding on their behalf? Or how much of it is, “Lord, 

my God, where are you? How long?” Devotionals help us. And guess what, it's all right. It is 

all right! Sometimes at the end of your devotional, you have prayer. You read scripture, you 

hear something, and have prayers.  And that's important.   

 

I'm having the opportunity to officiate a number of weddings and to be with couples as they're 

preparing to get married. I say it is more than just a wedding. I know you're preparing for the 

wedding; you've been dreaming about the wedding. But what's most important is the 

marriage. What's most important is the devotion that you have for each other. The counseling 

is important, but the devotion is more important. About halfway through – you can't ask in the 

beginning because most folks don't want to go into premarital counseling because they think 

the preacher may try to talk them out of the marriage – so, I've got to wait until the middle, 

when I ask the question: “If this person to your left” or “If this person to your right never 

changes, would you still marry him or her?” Most say “Yes!” because they're devoted. Then 

about four or five years…seven, ten, or fourteen years later they come to me praying for that 

person to the left or to the right. And I ask the question: “Isn't this the person you said that if 

he or she never changes that you would marry for as long as you both shall live, and in 

sickness and in health? What happened?” He didn't change. She didn't change. Whatever it is, 

snoring, shopping, etc., they were doing it before you got married. So, what changed is your 

devotion to whatever it is, or whoever it is that you said you were devoted to. I wanted us to 

know, Devotion: is that the objective or is it an outpouring?  
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“Where Were You?” 

Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 8, 2015 

Wherever your heart is, that's where your treasures will be. That’s scriptural to say your 

heart  will tell you. And so will your wallet. We've had folks who will analyze our budget—

stewardship season—and say, “Your budget will tell you where the priorities of the ministry 

are.” So, sometimes is it Mission and Evangelism? Is it C&Y, Children & Youth? Is it…

whatever?! And the focus will be there. Your devotion….Is it the objective? Or is it an 

outpouring of love? 

  

Sovereignty of God: 

We'll find out in the text, as we talk about the sovereignty of God, that God's devotion to us 

was an outpouring of love. Because our God through Jesus Christ came and gave his life for 

us. And we say, “Okay, I know that, that's the same old story.” Well, in Hebrews it tells us 

he came as a high priest presenting the sacrifice, once and for all. Once for all times, and 

once for ALL!  All. Once and for all. So, unlike the old school, he would not have to keep 

coming, coming, and keep coming. The other thing in God's sovereign ways that we know is 

he did it before we were able to do anything about it! Do we get that?! We're being taught 

that we are supposed to pull ourselves up by our own bootstraps; and God says, “Not on this 

one. There's nothing you can do, because once sin entered in, in my holiness, it’s done! All 

you can do is take the offerings and present them before me.”  

 

That’s a part of “Systems,” my next “S,” but I need us to know the sovereignty of God. We 

need to know the sovereignty of God when we are suffering. The widow woman suffered. 

What do you when your source of income has died? What do you do when society says who 

you used to be, you're no longer her because of him dying? What do you do when you still 

need to survive, and it seems like everybody else is going on about their business, as if you 

have no significance. That could be the experience of a widow woman. We don't know that 

about this woman, but we do know that that is a part of the circumstances. James would 

remind us that pure and undefiled religion is what? To care for the widows and the orphans. 

Because we serve a God who is concerned about justice and mercy! God is sovereign!  

 

God is sovereign and knowing.  In 1 Kings, which was a part of our readings, there was a 

widow woman with a son facing a famine, and in that famine would need to be cared 

for...and God worked it out. God worked something out in a mighty way when a Naomi and 

a Ruth are together. And these two women are together in such a powerful way. A woman 

who was known as bitter because she's lost her husband and her two sons. And, she is left 

with two daughters-in-law! (I had to play with that, just a little bit!) One went back to her 

own, and the other, Ruth, said, “Your people are my people. Your God is my God. I'm 

staying with you.” But the sovereignty of God knew that Ruth's devotion to Naomi and 

Naomi's devotion to Ruth would help lead a way for our kinsman Redeemer to come and be 

a part of the story that redeems all of us. Amen? 

 

I need you to know the sovereignty of God knows where you are right now. Spiritually. 

Emotionally. Financially. God knows you and where you are. And for some of us, whew!!! 

The others of us are like, “Thank you!” But you know, it matters. The reason I lifted up the 

anxiety piece so much earlier is that there comes a time in life when we say, “God, you're 

not here.  You're not around, so I gotta do it.” We won't say that audibly, but we'll think it in 

here (pointing toward head) and say, “...because you don't have it, or you won't, I will.” And 

that's not where we're called to be. Amen?   

 

Systems:   
I shared a little bit about the systems because it came out of Hebrews 9. The system then 

would have been after the fall that you would present a sacrifice at the temple—you would 

bring your sacrifice to the temples, the priest will deal with it, then prayers are done, and 

you go home. Everything is blessed—Yeah, God! That works well as long as you have 

resources to buy the pigeons, the goat, the bulls…. But sometimes the system can leave you 

worse off than you were before the system was in place, not because God is crooked but 

because sometimes profit for us is more important than people. (I'm going to leave that 

alone.) 
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That isn't what the Lord wanted. Some would say it’s so important for us to know that 

Jesus observes a person in a time of giving. But he’s not worried about the system, he’s 

worrying about the people affected by the system. And he’s watching a person who could 

have said, “It's because of the system, I quit. Because of the system, I'm hardening in my 

heart. Because of the system…. No more. I can love God, but not God's people.” And 

there's a call to move beyond the system, back to the sovereign. Amen? And that's why our 

devotion is important. 

 

Don't just—and you'll hear me—I don't want us to come to church just to come to church! 

“I came…ca-ching!” “I’m here…ca-ching!” “Okay?...ca-ching!” “Sign my name on the 

roster…ca-ching!” God wants a relationship, not religion. Relationships matter, they 

matter.  

 

And so the system was in place, and Jesus corrected the system in just a little way, by 

saying to everyone else, “Ya'll gave…but she gave out of her poverty.” Whew! And it 

wasn't just poverty. In the Greek it might have just meant “out of her poverty” or all that 

she had to live on because that's what the scripture said. But how many of you have given 

out of your poverty? Don't raise your hands. Your poverty of time? Your poverty of 

energy? Your poverty of resources? Your poverty of grace? Your poverty of mercy? Your 

poverty of fear? Out of that level of poverty. And you said, “I've given all I can give, and I 

can't give any more.” That's the part I want you to hear, that the sovereignty of God cares. 

And that it is not just a system for us to live from moment to moment, day to day, from 

problem to problem, from situation to situation. But to experience life! And even in those 

moments of giving out of your poverty to have someone say, “Whew! Did you see what 

she did? Did you see what he did? He/she gave out of their poverty!” That's a good thing. 

That's a great thing. Why? Because what do we usually do? “Oh, it was nothing, 

shucks….” or “Why are we thanking them; that's what they're supposed to do; isn't that 

what we pay them to do?” or “Isn't that what you're supposed to do as Christians?” So 

every now and then, you want to do the right thing. And some would say, “You know, that 

is a great thing you did….to God be the glory! What a wonderful thing that you have 

done.” More people run to success. More people run to compliments. More people will do 

the right thing when you celebrate them doing what—the wrong thing? No, the right thing!  

 

That's who we are. We ought to be people who are blessing others. “Blessings”...we keep 

saying are the core value! “We are blessed to be a blessing.” Don't clog up the conduit! 

Don't!  

 

Stewardship: 

So now we go to the last part about our stewardship. About halfway through this year, I 

realized that I had been so caught up in trying to work through things, solve things, fix 

things, and recover from things, that I had a whole lot of things around me. It was almost 

like I needed it. I’d go to the office and I needed things so that I could give to others as a 

resource. But there was also a place where I was saying, “If I have these things, I won't be 

hurt again. If I have these things, I won't go without again. God, in your sovereignty, you 

didn't provide. You didn't protect, so I must do it for myself.” I was in poverty. And God is 

moving me out of a poverty of a broken spirit so that I can now start giving.   

 

Why? We are called to be stewards over any and every thing that we have. Amen? And 

having stewardship over time, over talents, over tithes, and over our families and our 

relationships means we have a choice: to keep investing in them or hold onto them and 

strangle them….I mean, I'm not saying choke them, but I'm saying you can hold onto 

something so long that it can't grow. It can't develop because you’re holding onto it. No, 

you gotta let it go so it can be free and so can you. Amen?  
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And, so, in this season of stewardship, in my poverty, God is calling me to trust him 

again and to release some things. So I had to release around 15 pairs of pants because 

they were too big….That was the khakis…and then the blues…and then the greys. Y'all 

know what I'm talking about, right? And the people who received them were in 

amazement, because men don't give away anything unless it's got a hole in it or can't be 

used again. (And even then, we'll cut them in half, and wear them as shorts…and if not, 

use it as a rag to do something with….”I can use that in the garage sometime….Touch up 

something with that!”) So they received, and they were like, “Good God, we could do 

something with it!” 

 

Stewardship. I know it can be fearful to have and to lose. But trust that the Sovereign will 

give. I know it is challenging to go from month to month, from paycheck to paycheck, 

and be asked to give. You're like, “Really?” Be a good steward; make your dedication; 

talk with God; and move forward.   

 

Had a friend of mine who when I talked to him about tithing, he looked at me like, “Are 

you out of your mind?” I said, “Well, yeah, most of the time; but at this time I just want 

to talk to you.”  He said, “There's no way I could tithe….Look at this, and look at this!!” 

I said, “So, well, why don't you decide what you can do? And you and God talk about it 

and say, 'Lord, if I got two percent, I want to dedicate this two percent. Can we just go 

with two, and see what you can do and see what I can do?'” That brother today is debt-

free! That brother today gives not only his tithes but his offerings to the church, above 

and beyond. Why? He was faithful over a few things; and God made him ruler over many 

things! He gave, and it was given back unto him.   

 

Now, you're thinking, “Pastor, in this stewardship time you're asking me to give all my 

stuff then, as if I'm being irresponsible?” No, I'm not. After having the car wreck, they 

totaled my car that was paid off…that was paid off…PAID OFF…And didn't give me 

what the value of it was, for me. I went to a car dealership and said, “Hmm, that looks 

like a good car, I love it, and I could be a good pastor in that….” I won't look like a pimp, 

but I can be a pastor; I can ride that sucker! And the brother brought the contract to me, 

and I said, “What?? I can't afford the car. I definitely can't afford this car!” He said, “But 

I want to sell you a car.” I told him, “I know you do! I want a car. But I don't want to buy 

the car today and have to give it back to you tomorrow!” Because my money tells me I 

can't do it; I'm a steward over the resources. I'm a steward over people who I've talked to 

and said “Don't invest beyond your means.” I ran to ROOOR (Workers2Work) and my 

buddy Ellis said, “Why don't we talk about this? It’s a ministry of the church, it can do 

this; we can have provisions.” He even talked about a truck—ahhhh! And the Spirit said, 

“Boy, sit down, shut up, and listen. You're running because you're anxious. You're 

running to try to replace something because you experienced loss. You were in 

confusion. Stop, and see the salvation of the Lord! Stand still. Listen.” In good 

stewardship sense, sometimes you gotta say, “No.” You've got to sacrifice for the greater 

good. Will I get another car? Yes. Does it have to be this week, next week? No. Have a 

plan; follow the plan; and sit and watch God do something amazing. 

 

Stewardship. The Lord says to Elijah, “Go east. There's a woman, a widow with a son. 

Go to her. I have commanded her to feed you, to take care of you.” He goes east. He 

meets the woman. He's in dire straits. She's in dire straits. And you know what he had the 

audacity to do? Ask her to fix him a meal. “Are you out of your mind?! Do you know the 

struggles I'm going through?” she says. (That's using my sanctified imagination!) “I'm 

about to eat my last meal, with my child, and we're going to die. And you want me to 

feed you, preacher…feed you, prophet...feed you, man–who’s a part of the system that 

has left us out here in the first place!! Really??!!” Well, she does. He tells her, “Do it and 

you'll be blessed.” She does; and for the life of the famine that they face, her meal never 

ran out, and neither did her oil.  
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I want us to be good stewards over God's resources. I want us to listen to what God is 

saying for us to do—not to be irresponsible but to listen and to do it. The woman who 

was the widow gave out of her everything, out of all that she had; and, out of her poverty. 

I don't know where you are. And I'm not asking you to give beyond; I won't do it. But 

what I am asking you to do is consider how you do give, and where you give, and why 

you give. Because it belongs to God!  And I will tell you, even if we’re here or not here, 

God will be here. Amen? 

 

Last piece of the stewardship: Naomi's devotion to Ruth. She met a kinsman named 

Boaz. There were two of them in the town. One brother said, “I don't want it, no 

responsibilities, I pass.” But Boaz said, “Yes.” And in the process of doing it, they marry. 

They have a child. His name is Obed. Obed is the father of Jesse, who is the father of 

David–the king—who our Messiah came from. God stewarded that whole process so that 

in His sovereignty He could redeem all of us. And in doing so, Jesus can deal with sin, 

once and for all.   

 

Do we get it?  We may struggle with our sins; and we may struggle with the sins of this 

world.  But with God in us, guess what? It's been dealt with. He is coming back again. 

But what is he coming back again to do? What does the text say, in that ninth chapter 

(Hebrews)? To rescue those who have trusted in him. To rescue. To call us back. Would 

one do that if one knows that everything is perfect? No! God, in God's sovereignty knows 

it's not perfect. And so God is coming back. Anybody want to see God? There’s an old 

saying; the preacher would say “Everybody wants to see God, but nobody wants to die!” 

I understand that. But we are called in this flesh to die so we can go home and receive our 

rest and our reward…put on the good robe that fits! And have a resurrected new body. 

Amen?  

 

As you leave, if you are discouraged, I pray you become encouraged. If God can work 

through a widow in the Old Testament and in the New Testament to perform a miracle 

that said “You are blessed and you are part of my process of blessing others,” God can 

say that to you, a male or female in 2015. Amen? God is sovereign; and, though we may 

feel God leaves us and forsakes us, God has not! Systems…. We're part of them—we just 

are. But you get to choose how you're going to live in it. Are you going to be one who 

brings about a change, or are you going to be one who just says, “Keep it the way it is”? 

And finally, steward what you’ve got. Steward it! 

 

Amen.  

 

 


