
May 22, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 
 

 

It has been challenging for me to write the letter for this week. The Session has ap-

proved extending the understanding of our Memorial Day so that we can celebrate the 
lives of those we love. In celebrating their lives, we have to acknowledge their deaths 

and that we must live our lives with their memories and not their physical presence.  

Even as we pursue peace and progress without war, fighting takes place and the casu-

alties are great. Nevertheless, this weekend we take time to honor our military women 

and men and their families. I thank God for those who gave their lives for our civil 

liberties as well as those who are living with the aftermath of those efforts. 

Our church has chosen to also honor our members and friends who have joined the 

Church Triumphant. Their baptisms have been complete, and now they receive their 
reward, a glorious robe and a crown of righteousness. On Sunday we will unveil a 

cross and a plaque which will serve as memorials to honor William Clarke Spinks, 

Susan Leal, Mildred Braxton, Mike Quinn, JJ Baskin, Stacie Bables, and Jane Mack. 
Please come and celebrate those you love as well as these beloved members and 

friends. 

 

Also on Sunday morning we will celebrate Pentecost, which is the promise that God 
would pour out his Spirit upon all flesh. We have the assurance of knowing that we 

belong to God and that God chooses to indwell and abide with us. At 8:15 the Rever-

end Jeff Saddington will preach at the chapel on “From Ashes to Fire,” and at 10:15 I 
will preach at the Wilshire campus on “Promise and Perplexities.” Feel welcome to 

'wear red' this Sunday, if you desire, to reflect the liturgical color of Pentecost. 

·      Please remember our seminarians who are graduating at 2 o'clock on Sunday in 

    the sanctuary of University Presbyterian Church. 

·       Please remember to pray for our Session that will meet on May 31. 

·      Please reach out to our Children & Youth Committee as they prepare for our Va
   cation Bible School, which will take place June 14-17, culminating on the 21st. 

 

I thank God for the privilege of serving as your pastor. As you read the Scriptures 
below, please know that these are some of the many texts that instruct, convict, and 

challenge me as I lead, serve, and love you. 

Romans 15:1-7 
1We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak, and not to please 

ourselves. 2 Each of us must please our neighbor for the good purpose of building 

up the neighbor. 3 For Christ did not please himself; but, as it is written, “The in-

sults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For whatever was written in for-

mer days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the en-

couragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness 

and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance 

with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Fa-

ther of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

 

God Bless  

 

Pastor James Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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JESUS LOVES CHILDREN 

CAN WE? 

Pastor Lydia Hernandez is coordinating a series of 
worship services at the NCFA Waller Creek Chapel 8:15 am 
service focusing on our response to the needs of children 
and our prayers to God, eternal friend of children. 

 

On Sunday, May 17th Lydia spoke on “Praying for the 
Children in Dilley” followed by Elder Caly Fernandez reflect-
ing on a four-year old little girl wishing for her sister in de-
tention in the Karnes Detention City. Commissioned Lay 
Pastor Estela Sifuentes shared the plight of young Hondu-
ran amputees who fall off the top of the train THE BEAST. 
Graduating APTS Senior John Harrison, intern as a chaplain 
at Travis County Jail, claimed Hope through Christ for the 
high percentage of Hispanic and Black youth behind bars. 

 

Lisa Almon, pianist El Buen Pastor Presbyterian, on 
the piano and Daniel Llanes,  flautist and member of Board 
of La Raza, lifted our grief, our feelings of helplessness, and 
our Hope in God’s Spirit, playing flute interludes between 
speakers.  We prayed specifically for each of the 97 children 
and grandchildren of the NCFA congregation. 

 

Please join us exploring: 
JESUS LOVES CHILDREN: CAN WE? 

NCFA at Waller Creek Chapel 
4100 Red River (enter on 41st) 

each Sunday 8:15 am 
 

May 31 – Doris Bailey, Elementary Teacher 

June  7 – Grace Holland, Breakthrough Austin  
Development Director 

Mentoring 1100 students 6th grade - College graduation 
 

June 14 – Dr. Emilio Zamora & Dr. Angela Valenzuela -
After School Child Care 

 

June 21 – Greg Freed, Travis County Juvenile  
Defense Attorney 

More students drop out of high school in Austin  

than anywhere else in Texas. 
Each dropout cost the state $3268  

for the rest of their lives. 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



May 22, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

 

Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
 
 
26th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry  
   Dinner, Study at 7pm 
  
 

27th   6:30pm   Light Meal  
  

28th  12noon  Bible Study at  
        Connie Jones’s home 
    

  

31st    Trinity Sunday 
  
    8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   
        Rev. Lydia Hernandez, 
         preaching 
        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
        1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
                        Pastor Lee, preaching 
                        Sunday School –  
        K-5th during Worship 

 

***COMING IN JUNE—CAN YOU 
HELP?*** VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL JUNE 14-17 and 21 

Contact Elder Randy Mojica,  
512-284-6561 

 MAY  2015 

 4th     Anayah Mojica 

 5th     Said Bohn-Hall 

10th    Dexter Lee, Sr. 

 11th   Placid Unegbu 

            Dana Williams 

13th    Mallorie Munoz 

16th    Caly Fernandez 

            Kathryn Aldas 

17th    Luke Oglesby 

 20th   Fortune Unegbu 

 21st    Philippe (Jimmy) Bohn 

            Robert Booth 

 26th   Lillie Daniels 

            Dexter Lee, Jr.  (DJ) 

            Margaret Spinks 

28th     Alex Hernandez 

31st     Pam Nemir 

            Cathy Trifiro 

            Janet Masters     
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
May 24 —  Rev. Jeff Saddington 
May 31—Rev. Lydia Hernandez 

 

Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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 Four areas of  

focus for 2015  
 

1.     Retain and minister to visitors 
and members through personal 

contacts, strengthening families, 
ministry-driven events, and 
identifying and utilizing the 

numerous gifts of our members. 
 

2. Better utilize social media and other modes of communication 
to celebrate our ministry, share resources, and organize 
ourselves. 
3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries through 
mentoring, attending their extracurricular activities, utilizing 
their gifts in worship, and assisting in the Nursery and Church 
School. 
4.    Continue emphasizing 
Marketplace Ministry and 
celebrating the various 
ministries within our church 
and community.   
Continue to reach out into 
the community like the 
Community Garden and  our 
Health Fair in November 

ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician now, as Carol has re-
tired from playing the piano at the early ser-
vice.  (She will continue to accompany the 

10:15 service).  
 

 If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 Connie recommends everyone go see the movie “Do 

You Believe.”   

 

 Lift up Stephanie to be released from bed rest at   

  her doctor appointment Monday. Pray for a healthy 

  pregnancy. 

 

 Praise for Lara’s joy and praise during songs. 

 

 Praise for the RAIN!  (Think of God’s Living Waters.) 

 

 Lift up Rey’s father as he grieves the death of his   

  brother. Prayers for Zaira's mother in the        

  hospital. Praise for Z getting a new car. 

 

 Lift up Patrick’s uncle as he grieves the death of   

  his mother. 

 

 Thank you NCF for loving Stacie B.; and for Pastor  

  Lee being a friend and spiritual guide. 

 

 Lift up students and teachers as the end of the     

  term appears to be an oncoming train. 

 

 Praise for the emphasis on Market Place Ministries, 

  it gets us through our jobs with our sanity intact.   

 

 Praise the Lord!  Praise the Lord! Fortune is       

  transferring to the Medical School in El Paso; lift  

  up a good housing opportunity for him.  Praise for   

  Tracy and son Phoenix being supplied with a car. 

 

 Praise for the baptism of baby Darius. 

 

 Lift up volunteers to enjoy time with our youth, VBS 

  (starts June 14), and babies in the nursery. 

 

 Lift up a member who is with her hospitalized       

  grandmother in Houston.   
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NCFA children and  
Youth Ministry  

Volunteers are needed 
You are needed 

 

Please consider ways you can help solidify our 
ministry: 
 

 Assist utopia in the nursery 
 Assist teachers in church school 
 Bring creative ideas 
 Serve wherever you are needed 
 Volunteer for our  2015 vacation bible school  
    (June 14th-17th, 21st) 

Join us on June 21st for  

Time: 8:45 am – 10:15 am 

Place: NCFA Kitchen 

Who: EVERYBODY! 
 

Email maryjomojica@yahoo.com with 
questions and volunteer opportunities 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

 

 

All are welcome to participate  

in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 

 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME.           

 

NCF FOOD PANTRY 

THIS MONTH’S SPECIAL REQUEST: 

PEANUT BUTTER and CRACKERS 

+ = 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 26-28, Tues.-Thurs. Women’s Conference I, Mo-Ranch  
 
May 29-31, Fri.-Sun. Women’s Conference II, Mo-Ranch  
 
June 5, Friday  Church Women United will meet at University Pres-
byterian  Church, 2203 San Antonio at 9:30 PM for their annual Well-
spring Bible Study.  
 
June 18-21, Thurs.-Sun.  Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women, Minneapolis, MN.    “One Body, One Spirit” is the theme 

“Love Thy Neighbor” 
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“Sanctified with a Purpose” 
Psalm 1:1-6; 1 John 5:9-13; john 17:6-19    
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 17, 2015-7th Sunday of Easter 

Psalm 1:1-6  
1Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that 

sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 2but their delight is in the law of the 

Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night. 3They are like trees planted by 

streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not with-

er. In all that they do, they prosper. 4The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that 

the wind drives away. 5Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 

sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 6for the Lord watches over the way of 

the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish. 

 

1 John 5:9-13    
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the tes-

timony of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of 

God have the testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have 

made him a liar by not believing in the testimony that God has given concerning 

his Son. 11And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his 

Son. 12Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does 

not have life. 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of 

God, so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

 

John 17:6-19    
6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they 

know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave 

to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I 

came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their be-

half; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave 

me, because they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 

been glorified in them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 

world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you 

have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I 

protected them in your name that you have given me. I guarded them, and not one 

of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the scripture might be 

fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things in the world so 

that they may have my joy made complete in themselves. 14I have given them your 

word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, just 

as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 

but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They do not belong to the world, 

just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 
19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth. 
 
Today Precious is graduating from the Nursery, and it is a great opportunity as we 

and our children go from the one world out there into this space here where we can 

keep on training  and building up our children, and helping their parents as through 
the baptism of little Austin today….“Sanctified with a Purpose.” When we think 

about sanctification, I want us to understand there's a play on words in many ways. 

“Sanctification” in the way of purging, purifying, in that way Christ is and was sanc-
tified for us. That's a cleansing, in that kind of definition. I want us to understand: 

Salvation is instant, and sanctification is a continuous process. Salvation is instant; 

sanctification is a continuous process.  
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“Sanctified with a Purpose” 
Psalm 1:1-6; 1 John 5:9-13; john 17:6-19    
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 17, 2015-7th Sunday of Easter 

 

I want you to know because part of our journey in life will have us questioning our 
salvation, because you'd say, “Well, if I am, why this is, and why is that?” It used to 

be in the old days that the mark of your salvation was that everything would have been 

perfect; everything would have been lined out. But the reality is that because of your 

salvation, you're now open to seeing things that you would not have seen otherwise. 
Your heart is open to things that otherwise you would not have been open to, and 

many times we want to shut it off. But the gift of salvation means it's been opened up. 

New life has started to take place, and because of it, things are happening all around 
us.  
 

Jesus, as he prays here in this Gospel reading, is praying before he goes to the cross. A 

pastoral prayer before he goes to the cross because he wants to prepare his disciples 

for what is to take place afterwards. He is sanctifying them as he goes to the cross; but 
he is setting them apart as those who are the ones that God gave him, that he cared for, 

that he’s now praying for as he leaves. He’s saying, “God, these are the ones. Heaven-

ly Father, You gave them to me, and these are the ones that I am lifting up today.”  
 

I want to lift up prayer for us. Prayer. Prayer is so important. This is a priestly pastoral 
prayer. He makes intercession for his disciples; and I love it because prayer is person-

al…prayer is personal. He has a relationship with the Father. The Triune God is at 

work here, and out of that relationship there’s time of prayer. “You call me. You sent 

me. I’ve done what You've asked me to do. These are the ones you've given to me, 

and I lift them up.”  
 

But he prays for himself as he's praying for them, and that piece is important. When 

Jesus was challenged and asked what is the greatest commandment, he took the Shema 
coming out of Deuteronomy. But he also came out of Leviticus by saying, “Love your 

neighbor as yourself. Love the Lord your God, but love your neighbor as yourself.” 

How many of us love ourselves? Now, I don’t mean when people talk about you. I 
don't mean when you have to defend yourself. I mean do you love yourself in the mid-

night hours? Do you love yourself when you wake up in the morning? Do you love 

yourself in the quietness of life? Because God loves you! And when you truly under-
stand what it means to love yourself, then you can love some other people.  
 

When you truly understand what it means to be loved…oh, what a gift! I don't have to 

jump through hoops. I don't have to do cartwheels; and thank the Lord, I don't have to 

run a marathon to be loved by God. And so now God says this is what my love is, and 
I want you to know I love you. And you say, “Well, James, why are you adding that 

piece?” Because Jesus, praying for himself, says he understood what it meant to be 

loved, be in relationship with God, and so he prayed for himself and then he prayed 

for those that he loved. And it’s that stuff that we’re called to do. Then when he prays, 

“Everyone You gave me—I took care of. Your Word—I made it known to them. 

They know it. They believe it.” Did they always obey it? Did they always follow it? 

No, and neither do we. But he gave it to them. And I love it!   
 

This is the time when I have to throw in the Psalms because it is in that Psalm reading 

that we are to be like those who are like a tree planted by the waters, letting the roots 

go deep so that we might be able to get the nourishment that comes from the Word of 

God. You know what we use? We use the Word of God as stones so we can throw ’em 
at each other…take your glass house and shatter it…take my glass house and shatter 

it….But there's life in the Word of God to sustain. The Psalmist would have said, 

“Thy Word have I hidden in my heart that I might not sin against you. Thy Word is 

like a lamp unto my feet into my pathway that lights it up.  Thy Word tells me I can 

come into the house of the Lord and worship You.”   
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“Sanctified with a Purpose” 
Psalm 1:1-6; 1 John 5:9-13; john 17:6-19    
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 17, 2015-7th Sunday of Easter 

So there's a gift there; but the Word also says, “Do not sit in the seat of the scorner.” 

Oops! Why? Because when we do, we start looking at each other a little crazy. When 

we do, we start looking at God in ways that are not God-honoring. And when we do, 

we start to wonder, “Is God really in control, and is there purpose for my life?” There 

is purpose for your life! You have been set apart; you have been sanctified with a pur-
pose. Every single one of you.  
 

I want you to remember that because your life matters, and if you are a part of this 

church, it matters. We need your gifts—the ones you hide, the ones you hold onto, and 
the ones you celebrate and allow us to utilize. We need every one of them.   
 

And so Jesus prays. He prays—personal, a relational thing. The next part has to do 

with security and protection. I keep trying to remind us that, just because storms come 

in our lives, it does not mean the Lord isn’t protecting us. Even when our hearts are 
broken, it doesn't mean the Lord isn't protecting us. The reason I say that is, could you 

imagine if God didn't stop some of the things that God has stopped that were coming 

our way? Oh, yeah….God has stopped some of the things that have come your way 

and mine…let some of them come through but not all of them. That's the kind of God 
that we serve. Jesus says, “I protected them.”  
 

And if you ask the disciples, they’re like, “Well yeah, but we went through some stuff 

with you, Jesus. Some of us were disowned. Some of us had to give up our profession. 
And although your people today read, “Birds of the air have nests, and foxes have 

holes, but the Son of God has nowhere to lay his head…,” well, if we were with you 

that meant we didn't either. I’m just trying to pull out the pretty words in the book here 

for us because every now and then we think they didn't go through anything and that 
this word doesn't have relevance. It does! Can you imagine being pregnant on a mule 

and no place to bear your child…and you have the Son of the Living God, the Al-

mighty One in your womb? You think that was easy? Life isn't always easy. But Jesus 
says, “I protected them.”   
 

He protected them, and he's protecting you, and he's protecting me. He said, “Secure 

them. Protect them.” Why? Because they have a purpose. You have a purpose, not 

only for the family that you are connected to, but to this family. A/V, setting aside peo-
ple for getting the sacraments ready, not only for bulletins, youth choir, music, time for 

making sure the sanctuary is prepared for worship….Some of you are sowing in ways 

that go beyond the finance for education, for administration. That's just in here, but that 
isn’t just here: Marketplace ministries are where you can do work outside of the church 

that has meaning. People are being educated; people are being liberated; resources are 

being connected because of you. There are folks who are caregivers—and we have 

more caregivers in this church than you will begin to understand.  
 

Jesus knew he was about to leave. He knew what the disciples were going to be pre-

pared for, and so he wanted them to be protected. He said they're not of the world; 

they're in it, but they're not of it. Neither was I, neither are they. And this world hated 
me and it’s gonna hate them. I need us to hear that too, because not everyone's happy 

about your faith, and it's not always “going along to get along.” Every now and then 

we have a little salmon kind of ministry. You know how that it is, you've got to go 

against the flow, and that's not fun. And, unfortunately, you know what happens on the 
other side of the stream when you go upstream if you’re a salmon? Bears. Because the 

bears have enough sense with nature to know they're coming up because they're trying 

to prepare to make more baby salmons, and so let’s eat! Just need us to know that eve-
ry now and then when you’re going up, you could be facing another challenge. And 

you may say, “Well, James, that's an ugly picture.” It's a real picture, but it's a good 

picture. When you know you have a purpose…because there's some people who are 

going upstream, and they’re like, “Is it worth it?” and you’re like, “Yes!” “But I’m 
tired.” “Keep on going!”  
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“Sanctified with a Purpose” 
Psalm 1:1-6; 1 John 5:9-13; john 17:6-19    
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 17, 2015-7th Sunday of Easter 

We will reap if we faint not. “How do you keep doing?”  “ I keep holding on.”  “What 
do you hold?” “I’m holding onto the Master’s hand.” “Well, what about this, and what 

about that?” “What about ’em? The only one that’ll make a difference is our Lord and 

our God.” Who does Jesus pray to? God. The Incarnate One says, “I am about to go 

with You, and I’m praying for the very ones You gave me so that when I leave as the 
Protector, they will have protection, and I know You’re going to send the Comforter 

which is another Protector, but I need You to do what they need.”   

There are members in this church who are concerned about their housing, their health, 

what are they going to eat, how the bills are going to be paid. What are all of these the-

ological conversations—how will they impact how I raise my child, how I live my 
faith, how I come to my church? And all of their concerns are real. And so here Jesus 

said, “Lord, protect them so that they'll keep the main thing the main thing, that they'll 

abide in You and me, and I'll abide in them.” Amen?  

The last part is he says, “I’m sanctifying myself so that they also may be sanctified in 

truth.” Sanctified. That’s a powerful thing. He already prepared himself, set apart as 

the one who emptied his divinity to become a human being, to live and die for us. But 
then he sanctified himself as the one who, according to Hebrews, after the order of 

Melchizedek, the final high priest, presents the final Lamb of God to be slain to atone 

for your sins, to atone for my sins, to pay the right price for your sins, to pay the right 
price for our sin. So when we say in Communion “Paid in Full,” guess what? Paid in 

Full.  

 

“Now I'm about to go to a cross so that sikanu, which is the Greek word for right-

eousness may happen. Sanctification is the process so that everything will be in right 

standing. So I’m doing it now so that when they walk out and live this life in their 

imperfection, they might be sanctified. They might be declared righteous so that they 

might represent me in this world and reflect Your glory through me.” 

I might have eisegeted a little bit instead of exegeted from the text, but in the end that's 
what it means. And he said, “And may your spirit according to 1 John testify to the 

truth.” And our truth is he lived, he died, he was buried, he was resurrected, he as-

cends—today is Ascension Sunday. He sits on the right hand of God the Father Al-

mighty. He intercedes for us, and as a result of that work, the Holy Spirit comes, rests, 
rules, and abides with us. That's the Gospel…that's the Good News—can I get an 

Amen?!  

 
Because of that our sin debt has been paid. So let's live as liberated people. Let's love 

as liberated people. It ain't just a gushy-gushy love. I said it last week and I'm gonna 

keep saying it—it is a hard love; it's a love when we’re not lovable. We weren’t ready 
when Jesus came and gave his life. It said that “while we were yet sinners he died for 

us.” So how dare we not love others when they're not ready? As those who are grateful 

for what he did for us, do it to others, not because you have to, not because the preach-

er said to, but because you're grateful. Thank you, Lord!  
  

I've been spending some time with some folks, they say, “Lee, why do you spend this 

time, why do you do this with me? You know how I am, you know where I've been, 
and you know what I’ve gone through.” Because I know a Lord; I know a man. And it 

is because of that I've got to do it and I just need you to know it and don't allow any 

human being to get in the way of what God wants to do in your life. Don't do it, be-
cause there's not one who is on this earth today who lived and died for you. They don't 

have a hell to put you in or a heaven to keep you out of. So receive the love. Receive 

the grace. Receive His righteousness and walk as a glorified Child of the Living God. 

Amen. Sanctified with a purpose.   
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Last piece of this. Ya’ll know every time I tell you when I see the Word, I’m like, 
“God, how am I going to have to live this out? And I'm going to embarrass him a 

little bit, but I still have to say it. So all the preparation, getting excited, because I’m 

going to watch Blaine as he's going to the track meet, and I'm ready to go, got my 

wallet, and I think everything is good, and I go there and parking cost me $12. And I 
only have a twenty. And then I think, “Well, thank You, Lord, I’ve got what I need.” 

So I walk with my oxygen over to the stadium and go to the gate so I could pay to 

get in: $10. And I only have $8. “Oh, Lord….” Then, you know I was about to start 
begging the people around us, but I walked over to the gate, and while I was looking 

around, I found me a Jacob, and so I called his name, and he recognized my voice. 

Amongst all the people, he recognized his name and he came to me. He recognized 
me, I told him what my need was, and he went to find someone to help—you know 

there had to be a mom or someone around there! 

I just wanted to give us an everyday practical situation in which the Lord set some 
people apart. Set them apart so that when one of His babies had a need, another one 

was there. So the Jehovah-jireh of the Old Testament of Abraham and Isaac could be 

present even today. (And not only did I get a little bit of money to get on in, I had a 
little extra—just blessed!) God is good all the time….All the time God is good.   

 

As y’all leave, I try to give a little silly situation just to help us. I want you to know 
again you are sanctified, set apart with a purpose, no matter where you are—in edu-

cation, in your home, an APTS brother or sister, a parent who is as I always call 

them the C.E.O. of the house—because there are some CEO's of the crib that make a 

difference—in government, or in school, it doesn't matter….If you're on this earth, 
God sets you apart with a purpose. Claim it; live in it. Jesus prayed. You ought to 

pray. Do you have to have the perfect words? No. All God wants you to do is act out 

of the relationship. Pray. He protected, you’re protected. The last piece is when he 
did, he purified himself, but he purposed for everyone else. He purposed for us. He 

prepared a way that we would have a purpose as he sanctified himself.  

Let's pray. God, bless Your people. Bless our time in times when we might question 

what's going on because there's so much ambiguity, Lord. Help us to trust in You, 

the True and the Living God. Help us to trust Your Word, that it won't just be words 

in a book and won't just be words that are used to manipulate and tear each other 
down, but rather sources of life that give us hope, that give us direction, that give, us 

an example of others who have been through similar situations. The context may 

have been different, but they came through nevertheless, and we thank You, Lord, 
because it continues to tell us over and over again how much You love us and how 

You responded with grace and mercy to the children of Israel. And You're doing it to 

us. Lord, have Your will and Your way in our lives. This we pray in Jesus' name. 

Amen.  
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee 
and its partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee 

grower’s cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador 
Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which 
is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal 
is to provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. 
Please see Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1
- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. 
Dark roast, medium roast, and decaf are available in ground or 
whole beans. Coffee will be delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

The Drums are calling... 

Have you ever wanted to play traditional African drums? 
Do you want to explore drumming as a form of fun and meditation? 

Looking for inspiration, motivation, and wellness? 
 

Then WisDrum is for you! 
 

WisDrum, presented by Drum Cafe', is interactive drumming designed for 

faith-based programs.WisDrum transcends denomination and dogma. 

It is named after the wisdom and enlightenment we all seek from our 

spirituality and from one another. 

WisDrum Cafe' is a deep, profound experience that unites, aligns, and 

uplifts the spirits of those who share it. 

  

WisDrum Cafe' 
Saturday, June 6th 
2:30pm - 4:00pm 

St. James' Episcopal Church 
1941 Webberville Road 

Austin, TX 78721 
$15 (cash at the door ) 

proceeds benefit CDF Freedom Schools(r) - Austin 

 


