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At the End of the Day with  

Pastor James Lee 
 
 

This is one of Pastor James Lee’s favorite sayings. He usually uses 
it to tie up a discussion that is real and relevant for whomever he’s 

talking to. 
 

Are there times in your life when it seems like you are being 
pulled from many directions, or that you are always pouring 
out rather than others pouring into you?  It seems like the res-
ervoir of life is being run dry and your progress is la-
bored.  The harder you try — the harder things get.  It is during 
these times that we need to hear the words from John 7:38: “If 
anyone believes in me, rivers of living water will flow out from 
that person’s heart.”  It’s is not so much that we don’t believe 
in God; we don’t trust the God of all ages and time, to be rele-
vant for our situations today.  As a result, we keep trying to 
live life with our own limited resources.   
 

In his devotional, Grace for the Moment, Max Lucado speaks 
of the moments he stops to read and reflect on God’s words, 
“There I receive anew his work for my sin and death, the ener-
gy of his Spirit, his lordship and his love.  Drink with me from 
his bottomless well.  You don’t have to live with a dehydrated 
heart.  Receive Christ’s work on the cross, the energy of his 
spirit, his lordship over your life, his unending, unfailing 
love.  Drink deeply and often.  And out of you will flow rivers of 
living waters.   
 

 At the end of the day, we are called to trust God in all situa-
tions.  By doing so, we receive the abundance of his grace and 
mercy, which replenishes our souls to do the impossible.  Oth-
erwise, we are like the Dead Sea, which is lifeless, instead of 
the Sea of Galilee, which serves as a channel of living waters 
from the Jordan River.   
 

 

 

 

God Bless You All 
 

 

Pastor James H. Lee 
 

 

 

 

 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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Thinking with Christ's Mind 

Loving with Christ's Heart 

Serving with Christ's Hands 
 

 

          Featured below are just some of the areas within NCF 

where your time, talents, or treasures are currently encouraged:  
 
  

* CHILDREN & YOUTH * 
          Mark your calendars: 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT AND PICNIC – March 27th at Noon 
Watch for publicity describing ways we can all help! 
 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL’S “SURF SHACK” – June 13-17  
The kickstart Beach Party-themed Picnic is Sunday, June 12th, and the week 

will culminate with a June 19th VBS/Father's Day celebration during our 

worship service.  

Help is needed NOW and LATER!!  

(1) Teachers and helpers are needed in the Nursery and Church School.  

(2) Building props and preparing crafts will begin soon.  

(3) Volunteers willing to support a fantastic VBS experience are happily 

encouraged to join the C&Y team.  

Contacts: 

Elder Danita Nelson, atinad787@gmail.com;  

Elder Randy Mojica, mothachozen@gmail.com  
 

*CARING AND SHARING* 
A new NCF member needs weekly rides to church, just one way.  

Can you help occasionally? 

Contacts: 
Deacon Scott Phillips, scotteric@gmail.com  

Carol Saddington, saddington@gmail.com  
 

*WORSHIP TEAM*  
Extra hands and voices needed at this time:  

1. Communion Preparation  

    Contact: Nancy Harris, mousiemama51@yahoo.com  

2. Ushering  

    Contact: Elder Matthew Aldas, matthewaldas@icloud.com  

3. Audio-Visual Assistance  

    Contact: Elder Robert Booth, rpbooth66@gmail.com  

4. Worship Preparation 

       Contact: Tim Lenz, running4mexfood@aol.com 

5. Music  

Join our Psalm 150 Praise Team; come rehearse at 9:45am before worship. 

Soloists welcome, please speak with Pastor Lee (2 weeks' notice works best).  

Contacts:  
Rev. Bill Harris, revbill66@gmail.com  

Deacon Jimmy Bohn, jimmy_bohn@hotmail.com  

5. After-worship - assorted helpful things  

    Contact Elder Matthew, matthewaldas@icloud.com 

6. Early Service - Now at 8:30am - Ask how you can help:  

    Contact Rev. Trish, geotriholland@yahoo.com 

mailto:atinad787@gmail.com
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mailto:mousiemama51@yahoo.com
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WHAT’S NEXT 

Some of you may have heard me say, “NEXT is the most recent best thing to 

happen, for me!” That statement may have piqued some interest, because then I 

have to explain what NEXT Church is all about.  The NEXT Church mission 

statement follows:  

“Sparking imaginations, connecting congregations, offering distinctively 

Presbyterian witness to Jesus Christ.” 

I was honored, and humbled, to have 

an opportunity to speak before the 600 

participants gathered at First 

Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, 

February 22-24, for the NEXT Church 

national gathering. The three days 

spent in worship and workshops with 

teaching elders, students, educators, 

youth leaders, and ruling elders was 

enlightening, invigorating, and 

educational.   

The reference to sparking imagination was evident during worship services that 

featured creative and traditional elements in liturgy – including a global range 

of expressions in praise. The music incorporated Gospel, pipe organ, hymns, 

and African drumming.  

My presentation focused on New Covenant Fellowship, of course! Our church 

family is on the leading edge of NEXT Church concerns: a denomination that is 

genuinely diverse, inclusive, and reconciling. A quote used to support my 

position is, “Diversity is being invited to the party, inclusion is being asked to 

dance.” I shared an example by telling an account of one of our newest 

members, Rex, serving as a liturgist. He read the scripture from a Braille Bible; 

and the children of our congregation were invited to touch his book while he 

demonstrated how to use it.  

The big idea is that everyone is welcome in a multiracial, multicultural, and 

intergenerational church; and all are encouraged to fully participate. I 

acknowledged that the effort is often hard work.  

The three-day conference offered more than 40 workshops, with topics ranging 

from nonviolent communication to an introduction about using YouTube – the 

art of hermeneutical vlogging! A highlight was the keynote by Allan Boesak, a 

preacher and teacher who is deeply and passionately involved in global 

struggles for human rights; social, economic, and ecological justice; and gender 

and sexual justice across the world. He is the first holder of the Desmond Tutu 

Chair for Peace, Global Justice and Reconciliation Studies, and founding 

director of the Desmond Tutu Centre for Reconciliation and Global Justice at 

Christian Theological Seminary and Butler University in Indianapolis. He is 

renown as a leader of the South African Dutch Reformed Church.  Most 

memorable among the points shared during his presentation are the three “R’s 

demanded by reconciliation: real, revolutionary, and radical.  

“Faith at the Crossroads,” the theme for the 2016 Next Church National 

Gathering, implies that we, the church, are on a journey. We’ve travelled far, 

yet, given the transformative power of reconciliation and the witness by those 

who shared through sermons, presentations, and interaction, I am inspired.  The 

road ahead, our future, is bright, and I am looking forward to what lies ahead. 
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 Lift up Nekia and George while she serves her tour of duty in Iraq and he 

remains in Texas. 

 Praise that Kimberly is home from the hospital. Lift up rest, nutrition, and 

healing for her. Lift up Jimmy, Sofia, and Said as they help her get well. 

 Lift up Caly’s mother, Altagracia Illuminada, as she is hospitalized with an 

infection. Lift up shared caregiving from all her children. Lift up Carlos upon 

whom most of the caregiving duties fall. 

 Praise for the sermon! 

 Praise for APTS giving its highest award to our own Christine!   

 Lift up Pastor Lee and Vi as they travel to Atlanta to participate in John 

Harrison’s ordination. Lift up good interactions with family in the area.   

 Lift up humble, honest, honorable people for election to positions of 

leadership. 

 Lift up families—particularly children—as life happens. Protect the innocence 

of the children from the hardships of the world.   

 Thanks for the many blessings God has given me, including another year of 

life. 

 Matt is home after a remarkable recovery from a bone marrow transplant. 

Lift up his continued health. 

 Lift up John, Ryan’s father-in-law, who is hospitalized with complications of 

MS.   

 Praise for Pastor Peter sharing God’s amazing intervention in his daughter 

Caroline’s life in Kenya. She was left with quadriplegia after an accident in 

2001.  After years of immobility, she is gradually regaining some movement!   

 When she lost the ability to write, God gave her a good memory so she 

continues to do her job.   

 Praise for 4 NCF folks helping Mobile Loaves & Fishes feed 75 people on 

Friday.   

 Lift up encouragement and perseverance for Jeff as he works with patients in 

hospice and their families. The patients' ages range from 2 weeks to 90+ 

years.  Lift up Jeff’s teenage great-niece Katie who has an undefined illness 

possibly neurologic in origin. Praise for blessings in son John’s life in 

California. 

 Thank you to all who participated in today’s service to honor the gifts of 

women. A special thank you to Elizabeth for her wise counsel as Christine 

worked on the sermon. 

 George H. spoke for the NCF men:  We appreciate the gifts women bring to 

life!   

 Praise the Lord!  Lift up Sarah who is dealing with cancer. Lift up people who 

are struggling with illness. 

 Lift up God’s ability to bring new and good out of brokenness.   
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:30am -- Wilshire Blvd. 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:30am  service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

                                              1507 Wilshire Blvd.  
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  

share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  

of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:30am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.    

 

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



NCFA CONNEXION! 

March 11, 2016 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 

Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Oliver Smith 
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Bill Harris 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Ben Hooks 
Discipleship  & Men’s/
Women’s Ministry 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions/Evangelism 
*Elder Matthew Aldas 

Worship & Membership 

 
Deacons  
Kathryn Aldas 

Ashley Phillips 

Scott Phillips 

Carol Saddington, Chair 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 
 

                    

                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Set your clocks up one hour on March 13th 

 

13th          5th  Sunday in Lent 

         8:30am   Early Worship at Wilshire  

       Elder Danita Nelson, preaching 

         9-10am   Adult Sunday School  

         9:30am   Psalm 150 Praise  

        Team Rehearsal  

        10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

        Pastor James Lee, preaching 

          Sunday School Ages 3-5    

           (Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7) 

   12 noon  Deacon Meeting in Kitchen 
                    

15th    6:30pm Men’s Ministry Dinner,  

   7pm Study   
 

16th  6:30pm Fellowship Dinner 

   Prayer and Praise at 7pm 
 

20th          Passion/Palm Sunday 

         8:30am   Early Worship at Wilshire  

       Sheila Sedberry, preaching 

         9-10am   Adult Sunday School  

         9:30am   Psalm 150 Praise  

        Team Rehearsal  

        10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

        Pastor James Lee, preaching 

          Sunday School Ages 3-5    

           (Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7) 

    

       14th—18th Spring Break 

1st   Nancy Tallman  
5th   Matthew Aldas 
    Kali Christman  
    Rev. Lydia Hernandez  
7th   Kwasi Agbottah  
9th   Christine Wagner 
11th  Gianna Mojica  
12th  Nhyira Okyere Mireku 
17th  Jason Lee  
    Christopher Davis  
19th  Hosea J. Lee  
20th  Sam Buford  
22nd  Crystal Unegbu      
    Jacob Pan Lew  
23rd  Nina Buford  
29th  John Harrison  
    Jessica Lee  
    Almari Alvarez  
31st  Jumarcus Daniels    
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Easter Sunday   

Family  Egg Hunt  

and Picnic 

 

 

Please join us after worship!! We will have a joint Easter egg hunt 

with Genesis and then share in a picnic on the beautiful campus.  

If you are able, please donate stuffed eggs, minus chocolate, to 

be hunted. 

 If you have an extra Easter basket, please share that too with a 

child that may find themselves with out one.  

Please bring your own packed picnic and a nice blanket or lawn 

chair to sit on as we take a moment to break bread and reflect on 

the blessing of Resurrection and what is before us. If you have 

extra, please bring to share with those that may not have  

prepared a lunch.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Contact Mary Jo Mojica for more details 
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NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP PICTURE DIRECTORY 

Please come and be recognized as part of  
the New Covenant Fellowship Church Family by  

having your photograph taken any Sunday before or after 
 worship by appointment with Oliver.  

 

Signup sheet on back table each Sunday. 
  

Available Dates:  March 6—— before worship only, 13, 20, 27 
 

Free Appointments 

Free-Will Offering for Portrait Packages 

Tour for Diversity in Medicine  
Thursday, March 24, 2016 

JW Marriot Hotel 
 
Tour for Diversity in Medicine is joining the Student National Medical Associ-
ation (SNMA) to offer a special program for 9th-11th grade high school stu-
dents!  

 
With an enthusiastic group of minority physicians and medical students, we 
will facilitate our specialized set of workshops focused on college prepara-
tion, strong academic habits, and the importance of public health in the 
health professions. Students from across the Austin, TX area are invited to 
join us for a day of motivation! Visit www.tour4diversity.org for registration 
information. Students will be required to arrive on campus with a signed pa-
rental/guardian permission form also found on the website.  
 

Parents and Guidance Counselors are invited! 

CHRISTIAN  FUN EVENT 
YOUTH/FAMILY— Spring 2016 
  
Elgin CHRISTmas Tree Farm 
Sunday,  March 20, 2016 
 

3:00pm - 7:00pm (come and go)--Worship 
4:00 (led by FUMC Elgin Praise Band) 
 

 Individual Junior High and High School Youth Welcome  
All church Youth Groups welcome  

Families welcome 
 

$6 youth (anyone under 21) / adults free- very welcome (over21) El-
gin CHRISTmas Tree Farm is a proud supporter MP ACT missions  

Elgin 2016 

http://www.tour4diversity.org/
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Wednesday Night 
Fellowship 
Homework Help
5 – 6 PM and 7 – 8 PM

Bring your homework. Enjoy a family –
friendly meal. Finish assignments.
Beginning January 13, 2016

 
 

      2nd / 4th Sundays,  
        Noon-1:30pm 

following Worship  
 

 Do you love math, hate math, or need help with math? 

 Are you getting ready for a big test or college entrance exam? 

 Bring your arithmetic, addition, subtraction, multiplication,  di-

vision, geometry, trigonometry,  statistics and calculus math 

problems. 

 All school-aged students, elementary through undergraduates 

 2
nd

 and 4
th

 Sundays, immediately following worship service  

 (Noon – 1:30 PM) 

 Maša Prodanoviċ holds a Bachelor of Science in Applied Mathe-

matics from the University of Zagreb, Croatia and a PhD in 

Computational Applied Mathematics from Stony Brook Univer-

sity, New York. She is an Assistant Professor  and Chevron 

Teaching Fellow in the Petroleum and Geosystems Engineering 

Department at the University of Texas at Austin. 
 

Don’t  miss out on this  

wonderful opportunity! 

Don’t  miss out on this wonderful opportunity! 
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“Life in the Press” 

Philippians 3:14-4-1  (NRSV)                                                    

Rev. Denise Nance Pierce 
February 21, 2016 

Second Sunday in  Lent 

Philippians 3:14–4:1  14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the 

heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let those of us then who are mature 

be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too 

God will reveal to you. 16Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live 

according to the example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the 

cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with 

tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in 

their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in 

heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be 

conformed to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to 

make all things subject to himself. 

4 1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

The Word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. Let us now 

assemble as a people of God, gather around this great text under the leadership 

of this awesome man of God in the person of your pastor, the Reverend James 

Lee.  
 

James said that we’re old…yet we’re not that old. Okay, so it won’t surprise 

you that when I was a young high school girl, in a group of friends, your 

pastor was always our pastor. He was always cautioning us. What to do and 

what not to do. What to say, what not to say. How to handle ourselves and 

not handle ourselves. And so even though he made the very wrong choice to 

come to the University here in Austin….I still beloved him as my friend, so 

much so, tho’ I don’t know if you remember this, James, but there was a 

Texas A&M and UT game played right here in Austin, and I was like on the 

tenth row, somehow sitting on the Longhorn side, tho’ I’m not sure how that 

happened. But my friend is coming out of the tunnel with all these other 

guys in burnt orange, and I yell as loud as I can, “James!”—and I think you 

heard me. It was awesome to see him then, and it is awesome to see him 

now, and I’m so glad that the Lord would put our lives together and knit us 

together in such a purpose. He didn’t tell you this either, but the reason I 

went to Austin Seminary is because of your pastor, who encouraged me to 

apply and to go, and even told me that there was such a thing as a 

scholarship for tuition and encouraged me to apply. And so my journey there 

is due really to your encouragement and your pushing, and I just thank God 

that we are friends. 
 

Not only do I give honor to the man of this house but I want to give honor in 

his absence to the man of my own house, my husband Darrell, who right now 

is on the soccer field with our daughter. Y’all know that, right, like “What? 

Ten o’clock on Sunday morning, really, that is the game time?!” And so we 

just split, and he’s doing Daddy duty, which is holy in itself, right? And I am 

doing this duty which I was graciously invited to do and am so glad to be here.   
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Prodigal would certainly NOT describe his tit-for-tat older brother seething 

with righteous anger behind the barn. He seems more than a little up-tight. But the 

decidedly prodigal character in Luke’s memorable story is the father. He plays a 

wasteful old fool by the culture’s standards. What dignified Hebrew father picks up 

his robes and runs to embrace his lost son, the very one who shamed him, throws his 

arms around the beggar, kisses him, showers him with presents, and throws a party in 

his honor? That older brother would have a lot of company behind the barn. Maybe 

you’d be there; maybe I would, too.  
 

This story of Luke’s is really the story of “The Prodigal Father”—extremely 

generous, abundant, not counting the cost, and counting nothing as waste. Does he 

offend us? He is the same type of character we meet in the parable of the laborers in 

the vineyard who paid those who had worked an hour the same wages—a denarius, a 

full day’s wages—as those who had worked ten. This is the God who showers rain 

equally on the just and the unjust. This is Jesus who stood up in Nazareth declaring 

good news for ALL people, lavishly given, and for that, was about to be pushed off 

the cliff edge by his friends and neighbors. 
 

It is easy to take offense when we feel shoved out of the story. But wait a 

minute. Is anyone really left out? Or has the story just become more expansive? 

Leaving the festivities for a moment, the loving father sought out the older son to 

reassure him that he was always with him. All the vineyard workers in the parable 

are, indeed, paid fairly. The rain doesn’t stop falling on the just in order to fall on the 

unjust. In Nazareth, the good news was being preached to everyone, Jesus’ sisters and 

brothers first of all. 
 

From whence springs the offense, the sense of injury and the desire to 

respond scornfully? Could it just be that none of us really wants to share the treasure? 

Are we convinced that there can’t be enough to go around, so that we each want to 

hoard it—to feel like we or “our kind” have a monopoly on God’s supply? Or to feel 

like we somehow deserve it? Have earned it? Possess it? Or do we so deeply and 

sincerely doubt our worthiness that we cling to any sign of special favor, and cringe 

in fear and disgust when it seems to go to someone else.  
 

Could this be why the church, historically, has been slow to acknowledge the 

abundant gifts of women? Can we imagine the story of a prodigal daughter, one not 

so much running off with the inheritance in order to squander it on dissipate living. 

No, she had long forgotten that inheritance was even an option for her. Consider her 

more of a secret and lost heir, lost even to herself. She had contented herself on the 

pods the pigs would eat for a long, long time. She never asked too much; she kept her 

place. Then one day she began to wake up and remember her eternal father—or her 

mother who had always loved her—and a place of belonging and freedom, and in 

breathless hope and excitement she started the long journey home. 
 

In today’s gospel we find her at Bethany in the house of Simon the Leper. A 

similar story in John’s gospel identifies her as Mary of Bethany, the same woman 

who sat at Jesus’ feet in rapt attention (to her sister’s consternation). Meeting that 

Man had stirred her up; she hadn’t been the same since. She was content in his 

presence and bereft elsewhere. When he looked into her heart, spoke her name, and 

told of his home, the Kingdom of God, she knew she had been born for just this—

born into an eternal kingdom, a beloved daughter and rightful heir right alongside 

Jesus and her sister, Martha, and her brothers.  
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Jesus had awakened her out of slumber and into a heaving world that cried 

out for God. Always sensitive to the cries of wounded animals or sick children, now 

she could hear her whole world crying out for the Messiah. “Hosanna!” they had 

called. “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  
 

And he was here now, again in Bethany! Surely she had to see him. She 

could sense the ominous undercurrents behind the glad shouts. The deep, sad look in 

his eyes told her that the fullness of time was at hand. Such fullness, she felt as if her 

heart would break. She had to see him; she had to honor him with the very best she 

had, the most beautiful and rare and right thing. 
 

Immediately, she went to the flask of spikenard oil, stored deep in the earthen 

walls of the family home. Its alabaster casing glowed in the last rays of golden light 

from the setting sun, as she lifted it into her satchel. All the family’s wealth lay here, 

encased in this one bottle, a year’s worth of wages by any count. What would her 

sister say, she wondered? Surely she would understand. Hadn’t she been the first one 

to see that their friend was indeed the Messiah of God?  
 

“No time to worry now,” she thought. “No time to stop and think this over. 

The time is at hand, and my hand must break open the bottle and anoint him with oil, 

my beloved, my Lord, and my God.” She hurried out into the gathering dusk. Sweet 

smells from the flowering orchards wafted on the breeze. All the way to the door of 

Simon’s house, the words of the Song of Songs played through her mind: 

Your shoots are an orchard of pomegranates 

    with all choicest fruits, 

     henna with nard, 

nard and saffron, calamus and cinnamon, 

    with all trees of frankincense, 

myrrh and aloes, 

    with all choice spices— 

a garden fountain, a well of living water, 

    and flowing streams from Lebanon.   (Song of Songs 4:13-15 ESV) 
 

 Through the door oil lamps flickered. “There he is!” She broke the flask deftly on a 

hewn stone bench. Their eyes met, and she felt the deep welcome that she always 

found there. It was as if he was expecting her. Clearly, no one else was! She could 

sense the shock waves circling through the group of men, and Simon had already 

jumped up in disgust. She could hear their shouts as she poured the precious nard on 

his precious head. “It is finished,” she thought. Suddenly the full weight of her 

outrageous act overcame her. She heard the anger in their voices. They were scolding 

her, condemning her. She had been a fool. They were right. What had she been 

thinking? Of course she should have been thinking of the poor, the little ones he 

always cared for along the way. 
 

 Then she heard his voice ringing clearly above their harsh rebuke. As always, it 

silenced them. What was this? He was defending her action, even praising her! He 

talked about kindness to the poor at all times, and the fullness of this time. “She has 

done what she could,” he said, “She has anointed my body beforehand for its burial.”  
 

 At this her heart dropped. Anointed his body for burial! Her premonitions had been 

correct. Only then did the flood of tears come, washing her beloved’s feet. 
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Second Sunday in  Lent 

Today we remember this woman, unnamed in Mark’s gospel, Mary in John’s. Her 

story is being told in churches around the world. Perhaps there have been decades and 

centuries when her story was hardly mentioned, glossed over quickly in the gospel 

accounts. These women in the Bible—they can be such an embarrassment, and their 

gifts somehow so threatening. 

 

 Hannah’s voice rang out today from the Hebrew Scripture, a brave mother offering 

her son, Samuel, as a priest and prophet to God. Her own prophetic voice rings across 

the centuries praising the Holy One who “raises up the poor from the dust” and “lifts 

the needy from the ash heap, to make them sit with princes and inherit the seat of 

honor.”  

 

We remember other biblical women: The Mothers: Eve, Hagar, Sarah, 

Rebecca, Leah, and Rachel; the activists: Shiprah, Puah, Miriam, and Lydia, each 

with her own gifts of gumption, perseverance, courage, feistiness, imagination, and 

wit. Some are respectable and respected, such as Deborah, a mighty Judge of Israel; 

or Esther, brave Jewish wife of a foreign king; or Martha, prophet, friend, and 

supporter of Jesus. Others don’t fit quite so neatly into good society: Rahab, the 

Canaanite prostitute who sheltered the Israelite spies in Jericho; Tamar, who tricked 

her father-in-law into keeping the family line alive; Ruth, a Moabite woman 

strategically placed by her mother-in-law at the feet of a sleeping Boaz; and 

Bathsheba . . . beautiful Bathsheba.  

 

The amazing thing is that these last four are the only women listed in 

Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus! This lineage of unconventional women culminates in 

a fifth, the young Mary of Nazareth—available enough, believing enough, and brave 

enough to say “yes” to God. And notice how God is saying “yes” to her, “yes” to all 

women and men struggling in fits and starts to birth God’s “yes” into the world,  and 

“yes” to each of us as we live into our own small, crucial part in God’s wildly lavish 

and unpredictable story of love beyond betrayal and death. 

 

Notice that in God’s prodigality nothing is considered wasted. Not one 

cluster of grapes, not one grain of wheat. It is all brought to the table. Not one sorrow, 

not one wound is excluded, not one moment of exquisite beauty—all is pressed into 

fine wine and abundant bread for the feast. Prodigal daughters and prodigal sons, 

bring all your gifts, the dazzling ones and the dark and dreary ones, all that you are 

and long to be to the table of our welcoming Brother, Jesus Christ.  

 
Break open the flask of pure nard, the distilled essence of your joys and 

trials, your hopes, and doubts, and most terrible mistakes. Pour this precious oil onto 

his head. With laughter and with tears anoint him not for burial, but for life, 

everlasting life!  

 

In a few minutes we will take and eat and drink the body and blood of the 

Lord of Life. And today, this one time, also do this in remembrance of her. 

 

 

Amen. 
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We Care Kits 
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-

pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  

We are currently accepting the following 

donations 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars, Trail mix, or peanut butter and 

crackers  

Vienna sausage – 5 ounce size cans 

Water bottles – 8 ounce size 
 

Hygiene/Personal Items:  

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste    

Travel size hand sanitizer or hotel size bar soap 

Men’s size small crew ankle length white or 

black socks 

 

Quart size freezer bags 

Please note: this is a smaller kit with fewer items.  

All donated items should be placed in the do-

nations box located on the back table by the 

AV equipment.  If you have any questions, 

please email me: calyflower2020@yahoo.com  

or call me at (512) 228-4712. 
￼ 


