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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 

I pray that you're experiencing God's presence and peace and your lives. Even 
when we find ourselves facing new challenges and calamities, we have the 
consolation of knowing God is with us. Our Lord said, “I will never leave you 
nor will I forsake you.” Even when we feel doubtful, discouraged, and in des-

pair, we have assurance that the Divine is always there. 

 
We have a lot going on in the next couple of weeks, so eat your Wheaties and 
put on the whole armor of God. On Saturday from 10 to 2 we will have our An-
nual Health Fair. Up to 75 families and individuals will receive immunization 
shots. Come and learn how to cook healthy meals; learn tips to help someone 
with diabetes; learn yoga techniques; receive seedlings to furnish your own 

garden; and participate in the raffle to receive a gift card from Natural Grocers. 

On Wednesday, November 11, we are invited to join Covenant Presbyterian 
Church for dinner and a discussion on faith and race. On Sunday, November 
15, Pastor Thomas Daniels will preach at NCFA's 10:15 service, and I will 

preach at Covenant. 

We continue to receive blessings during our 8:15 chapel service at the Perry 
Estates; unfortunately, we will have our last worship service at the chapel 
on November 29 so that the Perry Estates renovations can begin without run-

ning up against safety matters. 

We have close to 40 members of NCFA going to MO-Ranch for our All-Church 
Retreat, which is being held November 13-15. Please contact Elders Randy and 

Mary Mojica for more directions. 

Several weeks ago, many of you received The Art of Neighboring, the book that 
we are studying for the rest of the year. On Sunday you will receive small 
group discussion packets for studies at your homes, jobs, etc. Our focus will 
be on “JOY: Jesus, Others, and Yourself”—how these priorities are reflected in 

our lives, conversations, actions, behaviors, and prayers. 

Tonight representatives from NCF will be serving others through the Mobile 
Loaves & Fishes ministry. Please contact Rev. Jeff Saddington for more infor-

mation or to serve. 

Special thanks for those responsible for everything associated with the prepa-
ration, removal of the moldy carpet in my office, and the installation of vinyl 
planks. 
 
Don't forget to celebrate our veterans on the 12th. We continue to give thanks 
to God for all of our military women, men, and families for their current and 

past service on behalf of our nation and civil liberties. 

On Sunday we will compile the final list of those receiving Thanksgiving bas-
kets this year. Please sign up for our Thanksgiving potluck luncheon 

on November 22. 

 

 

God bless and keep you all.    

James  

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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All-Church Retreat  

at MO-Ranch 
 

Friday, November 13th 
Through                   

 Sunday, November 15th 

 

Join us for our  

ALL-Church Retreat  

for fun and fellowship!  

We will enjoy group activities,  

family-style food, and the beautiful 

amenities and scenery at  

MO-Ranch.  

This event is for the WHOLE  

family and it’s FREE! 
 

For more information or to sign up 

please email Elders Mary and Randy 

Mojica 

 maryjomojica@yahoo.com 

 mothachozen@gmail.com 
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2015 Matching Grant 
 

 GOAL $30,000.00    

Current Donor Gift $15,000.00 

NCFA Challenge  $15,000.00 

NCFA Current  $1,150.00 

       What are the ways I can give? 

 Mail a donation to the church office  

 Leave a donation during one of the services, or events 

 Online https://ncfaustin.cloverdonations.com/donation 

 
Faithfully, 
Pastor James Lee 

All Welcome 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS SUNDAY 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

9:30AM 
 

Just one requirement:  

A LOVE OF GLORIFYING GOD  

THROUGH MUSIC! 

Bring your voice and hands to clap! 
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  READY TO                              GET ROLLING 

 

The rehearsals take place in Room 7 during the first 10 minutes of the time 

when the youth have been dismissed from the church service to go to their 

classes. 
 

These Sunday rehearsals culminate in a once a month performance that is 

always on the last Sunday of the month which is known as Family Sunday. 
 

The NCF Youth Choir is open to participants from age 3 through age 20. 
 

The October song will be a modern version of “We Are the Church!” and 

contains a verse done in rap.  Both young children and the older youth will 

find this song fun to perform! 
 

If more information is needed, please call Connie Jones at 512-947-2869. 

 

NCFA children and Youth Ministry  
Volunteers are needed You are needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our ministry: 
         - Assist utopia in the nursery 
         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 
         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 
         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED   
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 Lift up empathy and endurance for Kay as she assists her husband 
Jim through chemotherapy treatments for lymphoma.  Lift up, 
comfort, courage, and relief of pain for Jim. 

 Lift up encouragement, comfort, adaptability, and provision of care 
needs for a patient recently paralyzed. 

 Lift up friends and neighbors whose homes and businesses were 
flooded in the weekend’s rains.   

 Lift up young people overcoming alcohol addiction and praising God 
for His deliverance.  Lift up other young people who need the same 
deliverance and encouragement.   

 Lift up Tiffany’s stepmother for recovery from a heart attack.  Lift up 
Tiffany’s father as he cares for and supports her through this difficult 
time.   

 Praise for the birth of 9 lb. baby boy Dean to Nikki’s sister-in-law.   
 Praise for the sermon! 
 Lift up Cathy A’s Aunt Pat who will be going through chemotherapy 

following a recent bone marrow test.  Lift up Cathy’s cousin Nancy 
who has left her job to care for Pat. 

 Lift up relief from pain for Elizabeth.  Lift up wisdom for the treating 
physicians as they seek an effective means to help her.  Lift up 
patience and compassion for Oliver as he helps her. 

 Praise that in this congregation we both hear--and feel--The Word. 
 Praise for the safe arrival of Sam O’s family.  Lift up a smooth 

transition to their new home in Dallas as Sam leads a church there. 
 Praise for a job opportunity. 
 Lift up Nekia as she prepares to deploy to Iraq.  Lift up her husband 

George as he awaits her return.  Praise for people willing to serve the 
USA—we all benefit from their sacrifices.   

 Lift up all marriages; pray for the capacity of hearing each other’s 
hearts, seeing things in a new light, and believing that God 
mysteriously makes two become one. 

 Praise for God’s presence and preservation during the recent car 
accident that totaled James’ car. 

 Lift up wisdom for NCF leaders as they seek to guide us.  Lift up NCF 
members not present in worship today. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

8th  24th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 TBA, preaching  
   9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:15am  Deacons Meeting  
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 
 Pastor James H. Lee  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
               

10th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry    

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

11th  5-8pm  NCFA and Covenant focu 

    on Race and Faith   Dinner and D 

    Discussion in the FEB at 3003  

    Northland Drive, Austin, TX 78705 
 

13th -15th    

  All-Church Retreat Mo-Ranch 
       

  15th    
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 TBA, preaching  
   9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:15am  Deacons Meeting  
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 
 Rev. Thomas Daniels, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
 

          Save the Date: November 22, NCF    
    Thanksgiving Luncheon 

November 2015 

3rd  Sam Okyere Mireku 
5th  Ellis Oglesby 
8th  Francisco Ramirez 
9th  Krystal Parsons 
15th  Patricia Nemir 
18th  Vi Lee 
 Koryn Irene Aldas 
19th  Charlie Phillips 
21st  Comfort Agbahu 
 Dylan Shubitz 
24th  Vernon Bailey 
25th  Isabella Grace Sullivan 
25th  Carol Saddington 
28th  Matthew Cox 
 Tamara Smith 
30th  Stephanie Lenz Sullivan 
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8th    George and Grace Washington  
17th   John and Doreette Ayensu  
30th   Jeff and Carol Saddington  
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invites you to join us for 

worship service!
Every Sunday 8am - 9am

NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

November  — 8 TBA 
November  — 15  TBA 

 
 

   Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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World of Hope Fair Trade Market  

November 14 & 15, 2015 

                                               

Saturday, November 14, 9 a.m.- 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 15, 12 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

For one weekend in November, our Fellowship Hall is transformed into a 
world market where unique handmade items are sold for a fair price, sup-

porting and sustaining families around the world. 

Location:  Hope Presbyterian Church, 11512 Olson Drive, Austin, TX 78750 
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
     KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its partnership with Café 
Justo to bless this coffee grower’s cooperative. 

 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They 
market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. 
Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see Caly Fernández to 
place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. 
bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee 
are delivered biweekly to NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

An offer to our youth:  
"I would like anyone under the age of 18 to know that I have 

$10 for any child who can recite a Psalm in worship.  

—Ellis Oglesby 

We Care Kits 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  
 

We are currently accepting the following donations 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars or Trail mix & 8 ounce size water bottles 

 

Hygiene/Personal Items:  

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste, Travel size hand sanitizer, Adult 

white ankle crew socks – size large, Quart size freezer bags. 

  All donated items should be placed in the donations box located on the back table 

by the AV equipment.  If you have any questions please email me: calyflow-

er2020@yahoo.com  or call me at (512)228-4712. 

x-apple-data-detectors://4
x-apple-data-detectors://5
x-apple-data-detectors://6
http://hopeaustin.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/WOHLbasket.jpg
mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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“Where Were You?” 

Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 
 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 8, 2015 

Revelation 21:1-6a                                   
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them; 4 he will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5 And the one who was seated on the 
throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words 
are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring 
of the water of life. 
 

John 11:32-44                                              
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her 
weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some 
of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man 
from dying?” 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and 
a stone was lying against it.39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory 
of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When 
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bo5und with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 

In my head there are different ways to title this sermon:  A couple years back it was “When 

Words Begin to Gain Meaning” because there were some other things that were happening. 

But today it is “Where Were You?” Where were you?! WHERE WERE YOU??!! Have you 

ever asked a question of God? Where were you? And a lot of times, again, you've heard me 

say it over and over again: As Christians we were told we’re never supposed to question 

God. And yet, if we never question the One who knows it all, how will we ever get an 

answer? Amen? You can call me, and I can call you, and we can talk about it. But we have a 

limited understanding of what's really happening. Isaiah would remind us that God's ways 

are not like our ways—they’re much higher, more than what we can comprehend. And yet 

the question still comes forth in a different way from these sisters of Brother Lazarus who 

did it in a most respectful way. But at the end of the day, they asked, “Where were you? You 

know, I know if you'd been here everything would have been all right; but you weren't here. 

I know you’re all-powerful….I know you’re almighty….I know you’re the resurrection from 

the dead….But you weren't here. And our brother is dead.” 
 

As a part of the way to work our way through the message, I want us to think about the 

Message, the Misunderstandings, and then the Ministry.   

The Message:  

The message had gone out before Lazarus had passed that “our brother, your friend, is ill, 

he’s sick, and he needs your attention.” So, that was already there. But the reality was that 

Jesus was doing ministry; and because he was doing ministry, he said in essence this is not 

unto death….He has a greater understanding, and he kept working. Now, when you say God 

is sovereign and God knows what's best, and we get to read the end of the story, we say, “It’s 

okay” because we see what Jesus was trying to do. But if you're living it, it seems like you 

hear a different word, that delay is denial. Have you heard the old saying, ‘Delay is denial’?  

But sometimes delay opens up the door for development and for the divine to take place. But 

the message we get is “Denial.” I'll say it in a different way:  NO! Not here, and not now. 

And none of us like to hear “No.” 
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But there's a part of the message that was going forward, the message for those who are with 

Jesus as he continues to do ministry when everything is going on, and it is that there are 

times and there are places where there are things that seem bigger and different than what 

we understand them to be. And we have to live with that….we have to live with that! But 

Jesus has come. Now y’all, if you really read the text, he hadn’t even to gone their house! 

And I’m like, Jesus, that’s not good Pastoral Care 101! Your friend, your disciples’ brother 

is dead,  and you didn’t go to the house to minister? They went to where he was. That's in 

the text, and that's when the message came forth. She was waiting, did it in a humble way, 

didn’t disrespect him. “If you had been here, our brother would not have died.” And there 

are so many messages within that.   
 

Sometimes we want God to intervene, and when God intervenes, we say “Yes! Victory! 

Everything is the way I want it to be!” And sometimes when God intervenes, God calls our 

loved ones home, and we're like, “Excuse me?! What are you thinking? Why now, and why 

me, and what good can come from this?!” And I want us to own that. Because these aren't 

just words for the sake of words. If we believe that he is the resurrection and the life, there is 

a way in which God calls us home to glory. DEATH IS NOT PUNISHMENT. There was a 

day, and we have moved away from that thought, that death is rest for the worn-out body…

reward for those who have labored…an opportunity to take on a resurrected body without 

any illnesses or sickness and be able to rejoice with the other saints in the presence of the 

Almighty. Amen?   
 

And so there's a way in which the message needs to come clear and say: “I had an 

expectation, and you did not meet my expectation. I wonder where were you? Why did you 

not intervene right now?! I need to ask it.” That's what you do in relationships. We have a 

relationship with God. If God is just the immovable god who does not care, you don't ask 

that god that kind of question. But our God who does care, God who becomes human like 

us, who endures what we endure….it is that God that you cry out to. “If you had been here, 

my brother would still be alive. If you had been here, this would not have happened…that 

would not have happened…that would not have happened. And so there is a question that 

happens.   

The Misunderstandings:  

There's also misunderstanding. The misunderstanding is that God doesn’t  care…that Jesus 

did not care. And he did and he does. He did because he did come. He did go to Bethany. 

And he was in proximity so that he could minister. There are different misunderstandings 

about how do we interpret his being upset. Some would say he was upset because Lazarus 

was dead and that he broke his heart. But if you already know a miracle is about to take 

place, are you really that upset? I just want to ask the question: If I know what I'm about to 

do with God’s help, am I really going to be upset? If I know when I go to a car dealership 

that I will get a car on the other side, and I gotta go through all the paperwork, am I going to 

be upset? NO! Am I really going to be that upset if I’m at a restaurant and I’m hungry as all 

get-out and I have to listen to the waiter say, “Can we get you something to drink? Can we 

get you an appetizer?” I just want the meal, but am I really going to be that upset?  Did he 

care about Lazarus? Yes, he did! Have you ever had your heart broken when people 

misunderstand you that you're really trying to help? And in the process of trying to help 

them, they think you're trying to hurt them?  

Jesus’s heart was broken not because of Lazarus, because he already knew God was about to 

raise Lazarus. It was about Martha and Mary, I mean the ones who sat before his feet…the 

one who told him back in the day, “She's in here sitting before your feet, and I'm up here 

doing all the cleaning, the cooking, and everything else!” And his response then was, 

“Martha, chill, she's really doing the right thing.” When you hear those that you love 

misunderstand you, that’ll break your heart! But what does he say? “Where have you laid 

him? Where have you laid him?”  
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Galatians 6 – I've been mulling over this text over and over again. “If anyone is found 

in a fault, those of you who are spiritual, restore such a one, considering yourself lest 

you also fall.”  Agghhh!!! Sometimes I love the Word of God, then other times if I 

could blot out or tear out that piece. No! If you're in a position and this person has 

harmed you, put yourself in their position and minister to them. Put yourself in their 

position and hold back. And y’all know that's hard for me! ‘Brother of Thunder’—hey, I 

can identify with John, and James….I’m like, “Call ’em down, Lord Jesus!” Weapons of 

our warfare, they’re not carnal, but mighty through God! Can we lay hands on them, 

Lord, just a little bit? No! There’s a greater work that is before us.    
 

Misunderstandings. Even the scribe (on seeing Jesus weep) said “See how he loved 

him.” Jesus also knows this: that the miracle that is about to take place is going to move 

his sentence up. When you’re about to make a sacrifice that no one can even begin to 

comprehend, and they don't know that this one miracle is enough to make every political 

force, everything come against you because you perform the miracle, and you have to 

decide “Am I going to do it or not?” Let your child ask you for something when the 

money is funny at the end of the month, and you have to look at him and you say, “No.” 

And you know you will look at all that disappointment. Or you can say “Yes,” and get 

yourself in a bind. Jesus KNOWS it. And all of that is raging, warring inside himself!    
 

I want us to know that misunderstandings happen, but there's stuff that happens with us 

that happened within Jesus. All the answers are not easy.  Sometimes you have to choose 

the better of the worst. I'd love to say the “better of the best,” the best of the decisions, 

but sometimes there are some bad decisions, and you’ve still gotta pick the best of the 

ones that are bad.  And then there are some good ones and you choose the best of the 

good ones.   
 

The Ministry:  

Now that we're done without the negativity, let's go on to the ministry. The ministry 

takes place in such a special way…. Martha did what Martha would do, and he’s kind of 

like, “Martha, didn’t I tell you if you believe, you were going to see the glory of God?” 

She knows but figures that's for later—“I’m talkin’ about right now!” See, there was a 

time, y’all, and we may not be in that time today, but even in the civil rights times, the 

difficulty with the young folks up north and the older folks in the south was they called 

Christianity the ‘pie in the sky’ religion. They said, “You’re all goin’ through down 

there and waiting’ for something ‘by and by,’ but we want somethin’ right now!” We 

want the pie right now! And Jesus had to let Martha know, “Baby, I'm not just the 

resurrection and the life for tomorrow….I'm the resurrection and the life for today.” 

Amen?   
 

I need us to understand that because God is the resurrection and the life for us today! 

Are there some things that seem like they're almost dead, and you're like, “If you had 

been there….Where were you?” And, God says “I'm here right now!” And you’re 

saying, “It’s startin’ to stink, Lord, it really is. I'm startin’ to give up…it’s been a long 

time. Are you sure you can do anything with this? Are you really sure?” I want to invite 

us to keep trusting God even when it seems like God doesn't understand, that God isn't 

present, because God is. God is. And if God calls those that we love home, that is rest 

and reward; that is not punishment.   

 

And if you have the capacity to trust and believe, God can do something miraculous with 

that. I’m watching people who are coming out of addictions and living a better life 

because somebody had the audacity to believe. I have phone calls from somebody who 

are reminded me that over 25 years ago I believed when no one else said anyone with 

crack cocaine addiction could make it. And she said, “You believed. You believed.” I’ve 

seen folks who have been in a place where no one thought they could, no one thought 

they would, no one thought they were worthy of it. And because someone dared to 

believe in them through God, God worked out a miracle!   
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And I want us to be those who are our ministering to others with blessings, not burdens. 
BLESSINGS! Dare to believe what is impossible. (Some say) “I'm tired of getting 
frustrated. I’m tired of being this or that.” I understand it, but I want to ask: Has being 
frustrated, talking down on it, being bitter about it, has it really helped you? As folks say, 
how is that working for you? You might want to try God’s way! Try His way, and see 
how God can take that which is bad and work it for the good of those who love God and 
who are called according to his purpose.    
 
And so the ministry takes place, when he calls out Lazarus. Now I’ll tell you when I was 
in the old school, at a different church, they would have built this thing UP dramatically 
and say Jesus said, “Lazarus, come forth!” You know why he had to say, “Lazarus, 
come forth”? Why? Because everyone who was in the sepulchre, everyone who was in 
the grave would have come on out! Because of the Word of the Lord, the authority of 
God, the power of saying, “Come forth.”  I dare you to ask God to come forth in a 
situation where you're struggling. “Lord, come forth. Please, come forth.”  
 
And here's the other piece of the ministry: When he came forth, do you think he came 
forth and skipped out? No! Why not? Because he was wrapped in his burial clothes. 
There are people today whom Jesus has liberated, freed, and healed, yet they're still in 
their burial clothes because no one will let them go. We always want them to remember. 
“Remember what you said to me?! Remember what you did? Do you remember? DO 
YOU REMEMBER??” Jesus is saying, “Unbind them and let them go.” Oh. Let them go.  
And something powerful happens when you let them go. You can let go of what you've 
been holding onto. Holding onto it, how has it helped you? How's that working for you? 
High blood pressure? Stressed? Let it go, and live! Amen! “Where were you?” “Right 
there!” “You didn't do it the way I wanted you…” “That doesn’t  mean I wasn’t there.”   
 
As I close out, I do have to say that when you do ask the Lord questions, there are times 
God will do to you what God did to Job. He told Job, “Gird your loins like a man.” If 
you wear a robe, that means you have to get prepared, and stand up. Because we have to 
ask ourselves every now and then, “Where were you?” Where were you when God 
created the heavens and the earth? Where were you when God divided the ground from 
the water? The sun and the daylight from the darkness? Where were you? Where were 
you? And that is not to intimidate us. It's still to remind us that we are here for God's 
glory, not the other way around. God is not the genie in the bottle. We're here for God's 
glory.   
 
So the Message: Where were you, God? He's here. God’s in all places at all times. 
Misunderstandings:  Sometimes we don't understand, but it doesn't mean that God 
doesn't care. And sometimes you're going to do things for people and they're going to 
misunderstand you. But when that happens.  Galatians 6:1 says “If anyone is found in a 
fault, those of you who are spiritual, restore such a one, considering yourself lest you 
also fall.” And, finally, do Ministry. Our Lord ministered. We're supposed to be 
ambassadors, called to minister. Even when it isn't fun, even if it is uncomfortable...and 
even if it means it’s going to lead me straight to the cross!  


