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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

          A Prayer in Celebration of Jesus Christ

 and the Advent Season 

 

Our Father, we long for the simple beauty of Christmas – for all the old familiar 
melodies, words, and symbols that remind us of that great miracle when He 
who had made all things came one night as a babe, to lie in the crook of a 
woman’s arm.  But in that longing, let us even more yearn for your renewed 

presence among us even as we celebrate and expect the coming of Your Son. 

Before such mystery we kneel, as we follow the shepherds and Wise Men to 
bring You the gifts of our love – a love we confess has not always been as 
warm or sincere or real as it should have been.  In this Advent Season, we 
pray that love would find its Beloved, and from You receive the grace  to make 
it pure again, warm, and real. 

 
We bring You our gratitude for every token of Your love, for all the ways You 
have heaped blessings upon us during years that have gone.  And we do pray, 
Lord Jesus, that as we begin this four-week Advent journey of expectation and 
hope, we may do it in a manner well pleasing to You.  May all we do and say, 
every tribute of our hearts, bring honor to Your name, that we, Your people, 
may remember Your birth and feel Your presence among us even yet. 

 
May the loving kindness of this Advent Season and the true Spirit of Christmas 
not only creep into our hearts this season, but there abide, so that not even the 
return to earthly cares and responsibilities, not all the festivities of our own de-
vising may cause it to creep away weeping.  May the joy and spirit of Christ-
mas remain with us now and forever.  In the name of Jesus, who came to save 
His people from their sins, even in this lovely name we pray. Amen.  

 
I am looking forward to seeing all of you all this Sunday.  We have a lot going on 
and I need everybody to be timely, remindful of commitments and responsibilities 
so that this day can be smooth and so that we can all enjoy the blessings.   

 
Friends, please place these items on your calendar and in your prayers:  

 
December 14th: Christmas Fellowship Dinner and preparation of "We Care 
Kits"  
December 21st: Presbyterian Players' play during worship and Session 
meeting (Church Officer Examinations)  
December 28th: Congregational meeting to affirm new leaders, review the 
approved 2015 budget, and approve my Terms of Call.  
January 18th: Church Anniversary and Ordination/Installation of Church 
Officers  
January 18th: NCFA and UPC joint MLK Service at 3:00pm  
 

Pastor James H. Lee  



NCFA CONNEXION! 

December 12,  2014 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

December 14 - Rev. Trish Holland  
December 21 - Pastor James Lee  

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wil-

shire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  

is a racially diverse community informed by the 

Bible, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and moti-

vated to share God’s love with all. In response to 

God’s love, we are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully 

commit, and to implore all to worship our Lord, 

as we love our neighbors, grow in grace, and live 

by faith. 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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2 Peter 3:8-15                                   
8But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 

but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10But the day of the 

Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements 

will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 11Since all 

these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of 

holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 

heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13But, in accordance with 

his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14Therefore, 

beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or 

blemish; 15and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to 

you according to the wisdom given him. 
 

Mark 1:1-8                                   
1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying 

out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4John the baptizer 

appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And 

people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s 

hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one 

who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 

his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 None of the folks back in the day were prepared for what was yet to occur, and at times, neither are we. I 
remember growing up in different churches; we were Presbyterians in Texas, and then we went to South 
Carolina, down the hill we were United Methodist and up the hill we were African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion, and then Aiken, we were Baptists. So the Lord was at work, there was a way for us to understand 
God in these different churches and how they understood and expressed God. And there was this song 
that seemed to be heard and sung in all the churches in South Carolina: “The Lord Will Make a Way 

Somehow.” The Lord will make a way somehow, and we may not see how God will do it, and we may 
not understand how God will do it. But the trust is that the Lord will make a way somehow. That was so 
important for me to hear. It wasn’t logical because I didn’t understand it, but it gave me hope against 
hope. That was so important. In the midst of despair, there was faith that the Lord would make a way to 
resolve a problem; that the Lord would make a way to calm our anxieties; that the Lord would heal 
ailments; that the Lord would vindicate those who experienced wrong; that the Lord would advocate on 

behalf of those needing justice. The Lord will make a way somehow. 

 When we talk about spiritual things, it seems like we always need examples to help us along our way. In 
thinking about preparing the way, we know John the Baptist was preparing the way for the Messiah to 
come. We think progress, when it takes place, needs to be peaceful and orderly. But can you imagine the 
fact that in order for roads to have been established, trees over a hundred years old needed to be uprooted? 

That inhabitants of the land were moved aside so that progress could take place? Challenging and 
disturbing things take place when progress is happening. That’s why we need to hear about new things, 
and we need to hear about old things that make a difference. That’s why it’s so important that we’re 
starting to hear more about the statistics of cancer. Now folks don’t just call it cancer; they can break it 
down and talk about ways in which technology can move things forward. We are finding out about 
different things when we talk about understanding domestic violence. We’re addressing different issues 
when it comes to rape, and we’re addressing different things when it comes to race relations—and it isn’t 

easy. It isn’t easy. 

 I’ve been challenged as the pastor of this church as some would say, “James, why aren’t you more 
outspoken about things?” And what I usually tell pastors and the other folks is that it seems like we 
always ask the groups who are doing the non-traditional hard work to do everything, but we don’t ask the 

big churches that have more resources to do the same things. So, when you pastor a racially-diverse 
church, you pastor a multigenerational church, you pastor a church where the politics are split equally, 

the way they are here….when you do that, then talk to me. 

  

“Preparing the Way: A New Day –  

A New Way” 

2 Peter 3:8-15; Mark 1:1-8 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

 2nd Sunday of Advent – December 7, 2014 
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The other thing I try to emphasize is that when it comes down to our church, our church is uplifting Jesus 
Christ as our Lord and Savior, and we’re not trying to lift up any political or other agendas. I’m an African
-American pastor, and we’re not an Afro-centric church. And so if my agenda doesn’t take precedence, 
neither does yours. If you have an agenda that is your priority, go to where you are called to go, but it’s not 

here. Love you, love you, love you, but Jesus is the top priority here. Amen. 

 I was watching a YouTube of Jon Stewart the other day, and he hosted a comedian from South 

Africa who is addressing a lot of the race issues that are going on. As I was listening to them, it was easy 
to see where the comedian was going; however, eventually, I realized that I have some of the same 
thinking as the larger society he was critiquing. It wasn’t until 2003 when I went to Senegal that I had my 
first time of really thinking about the fact that Africa wasn’t just like National Geographic—oooh! It’s in 
going to Cuba that I see this socialist country and see people who have faith, who express their faith, and I 
see the beauty that was there. My eyes are being opened as I go through life, but when it happens, it 
disrupts my peace. It disrupts what I understand to be “the truth” instead of understanding that there’s 

more to understand. And so there’s a call for us to be open. 

 Having the bris (“brit milah”) of Lee Isaac this week and a growing a relationship with his grandfather 
have blessed me and stretched my understanding of our faith as I walk through and try to understand what 
it means to have a Jewish brother and to be part of a Judeo-Christian faith, to figure out how we match 

things up and celebrate those things while recognizing there is some pain that can come out of trying to 
advance the Kingdom. There are some pains that can come in how we articulate our faith; but there are 
joys that come when we know the Abrahamic covenant of the circumcision that just took place, the 
promise for our brothers and sisters in the Jewish faith, is also the perfect act that allows us to be a part of 
the stars that outnumber the sands so that we as gentiles get to be engrafted into the covenant people 
through Jesus Christ. And so that makes the heart overjoyed! As modern-day Christians, we are awaiting 

the Messiah’s return and our Jewish families are waiting for Messiah to come for the first time. 

 Our sermon title is “Preparing the Way—a New Day, a New Way.” Sometimes it is through 

the disruption of what we understand to be the truth that we understand new truths. As we work 

through the sermon, I want to lift up Prophecy, Preparation, and Power. 

 Prophecy: 2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who 

will prepare your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’” 

 When we think about prophecy, some may think it ended in the Old Testament. But it didn’t. It continues 

to be prevalent even today. We looked at 1 Corinthians 14where Paul is dealing with tongues as a result 
of the Holy Spirit. It says that when it is done publicly, if it’s just for an individual without interpretation, 
it’s just noise. Ah, but when there’s interpretation, it’s prophecy. It blesses, it edifies the whole 
congregation, the whole church. And so prophecy has its place. But we need to know John comes as an 
image of Isaiah who is coming before Jesus as we understand Isaiah would come before the Messiah, and 
that is the imagery that Mark is presenting for us today. And the Messiah doesn’t come with power, 
although he has all power. He comes as a babe. And he comes as Isaiah 53 said he would come, in the 
spirit of meekness…(I need us to know meekness is not weakness; it’s strength under control.)…comes as 

it says in Isaiah, so that our iniquities, our infirmities were laid upon him, and he came like a lamb or 
sheep before the shearer, and didn’t say a word. I would have had to say something! But our Messiah came 

as was prophesied, and what a blessing. 

And then what we need to know is that sometimes we’re called to prophesy in each other’s life. Speak life. 
Speak hope. Let someone else know that you see Jesus in them, you see the Lord in them, you see good in 
them. You see what others may not see and they may not see themselves; but you see it and you celebrate 
it. We had officer training yesterday, and you know what? The four folks who were there preparing to be 
ordained and installed had this church say, “We see Deacon ministry flowing out of you. We see a 
capacity to care for other people flowing out of you.” They may have been thinking, “Me? Couldn’t be!” 
But they said “Yes” to our Yes, and ultimately they were saying “Yes” to the Yes that God established in 

them. 

 

 

“Preparing the Way: A New Day –  
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There’s a word that I received from Matt Shubitz, Dylan’s father, as we were having a conversation, and 
we were just walking through the struggles that many Jews and African Americans have experienced 
such as slavery, the Civil Rights Movement, the Holocaust and all that’s currently taking place. He 
shared this quote from Martin Niemöller (1892–1984), a prominent Protestant pastor who spoke 

publicly against Adolf Hitler; and as a result of opening his mouth, he spent the last seven years of Nazi 
rule in concentration camps.  Many of us choose to stay quiet, “move along and get along” so that things 

don’t challenge our world. But he said this: 

 First they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a   Socialist. Then they 
came for the Trade Unionists, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Trade Unionist. Then they 
came for the Jews, and I did not speak out—because I was not a Jew. Then they came for me—and there 

was no one left to speak for me. 

 So, instead of allowing “divide and conquer,” that is, as human beings in our 
humanity, as children of the Living God, and as those who are part of the 
human race, and not being brought up by ethnicity or race, make sure we’re 

caring for each other. Amen? 

 So the prophecies came forth as John the Baptist sets the way 6 months earlier than his cousin as he’s 
preparing the way. And he’s thinking, “This is a bad motor scooter”…I’m not even worthy to tie his 

sandals….That’s who’s coming, and I’m preparing the way?!” 

Preparation: 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and 

all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river 

Jordan, confessing their sins. 

Preparation always takes place as something is going to be established. Even Jesus himself says if 
you’re going to build up something, you’ve got to build a foundation; you build as deep down as far as 

you go up. He says in doing it that way you count the cost. Bonhoeffer would have been one to speak up 
also. Count the cost. I don’t want you to start this thing if you’re not going to finish it. The race is not 

given to the swift or the strong but to those who would endure; that’s what we’re called to do. 

 And so—preparation. I love for folks to ask, “The Lord loves me?” Yes. “The Lord made a way for 
me?” Yes. “I’m forgiven?” Yes. “Do I have to join the church?” No. “What do you mean?” No, be a 
friend of this church until you’re ready. And when you’re ready, say “Yes,” and when you say “Yes,” 
there will not be anyone around here who can tell you that you’re not a child of God and you don’t 
belong here. Because you have made the determination; you have prepared; and then when you say 
“Yes,” nothing can move you. There was an old song that said, “Preparation…Prepare the way. And 
Jesus did it. John did it. And I’m saying repent.” We don’t like repent. Repent was good before we said 
“Yes” to the Lord. But all children of God need to repent, this preacher included. And repenting means 

changing of the mind, changing of your heart that needs to take place. And so he says, “Repent.” 

 And as he does that, he’s saying forgiveness of our sins will no longer be something that will be tied to 
a little sheep, a little dove that has to be killed. Why not? Because God has provided a Lamb. The same 

one who comes with power is that Lamb, and he has atoned for our sins. He has paid the price. So 
repent. They hadn’t known about it. When you look at John the Baptist, he’s dealing with the folks 
being baptized, and then other folks come—the religious leaders. They come and he says,“Who warned 

you, you brood of vipers, running away like snakes? Running from the fire?” I’m thinking that’s not 
what a pastor says when he wants folks to join the church! John the Baptist is saying, “No, don’t just 
come here to avoid hell, to avoid fire; come because you want to have a relationship. Come because you 
are willing to repent and say, ‘I’m not God; You are God. I don’t have it all together; I need Your help. I 
recognize my mess, and I need You.’ Do that, come on, and get wet! Be baptized.” It’s a special thing 

that happens as a part of the preparation. 
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Why did that need to happen? In Isaiah 40, it says, 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she 

has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all 

her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert 

a highway for our God. 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the 

uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the glory of the Lord shall be 

revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 

 Hope doesn’t come if everything is perfect. Hope comes out of despair. Order comes out of chaos. And 
so God has to act in the midst of the things that are contrary to where we think they ought to be in a world 

where God reigns. And so the comfort of the Lord comes. They had been waiting 400 years. You say, 
“How long, Lord?” Can you imagine waiting for 400 years?! And now the Messiah comes, and so that is 
a way to give us hope. When we cried, “How long, Lord? How long do we have to go through this? How 
long will it take for us to get our breakthrough? How long till a miracle takes place? How long do I have 
to do this treatment? How long do I have to take all these pills? How long, Lord?” There is a time for 

preparation to continue on. 

 Power: 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 

stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 Jesus did not come with power. But what does John say? “He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.”  Power! Dynamite! And guess what? That’s in you. Better than milk that “does the body good.” 
Better than Gatorade….It’s the Spirit of God, and it’s in us. And you’re saying, “Nooo.” Tell me, are 
there some times you held your peace when everything inside you wanted to say something? Spirit of 
God. Are you open to learning some things you didn’t know before, and because you are, you’re able to 

learn and see things with a new understanding? Spirit of God. I said it last week, are you loving some 
people who aren’t loveable? Spirit of God. Have you forgiven some folks who there was no way in the 
world you could forgive? Spirit of God. Fruit of the Spirit that’s ever-present. Why? Because he came. 
And the power is not to bully or bulldoze; it’s the power of meekness. As Pilate was saying to Jesus, “I 
have the power” and telling him all that he could do, Jesus was quiet. Jesus could have called legions 
(2,000) to rescue him. But it’s not about this power. It’s about God’s power and God doing some things, 

doing some work. 

 And so I want us to choose to say, “Lord, in this Advent season, I need You to come forth in a new way. 
Last week we asked for hope in the midst of despair. This week, Lord, give me peace in the midst of the 
storm. Let me keep preparing the way for You to come and for You to keep showing up.” Because of that 
conversation with my brother, I want us to recognize the difference between “peace” and “shalom” here 

in case you missed it in the Newsletter: 

 
The ancient Hebrew concept of peace, rooted in the word "shalom," meant wholeness, 

completeness, soundness, health, safety, and prosperity, carrying with it the implication 
of permanence. Rabbi Robert I. Kahn of Houston, TX captures this understanding in the 
following: "One can dictate a peace; shalom is a mutual agreement. Peace is a temporary 
pact; shalom is a permanent agreement. One can make a peace treaty; shalom is the 
condition of peace. Peace can be negative, the absence of commotion. Shalom is positive, 
the presence of serenity. Peace can be partial; shalom is whole. Peace can be piecemeal; 

shalom is complete." 

True peace, “shalom,” is when things are orderly, in the place where they need to be; and it isn’t just for 

today and gone tomorrow. It is fully established in our Lord and our God. 
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As we leave today, I want us to PROPHESY—that means speak life into someone else. That’s hard for 
us because we’re used to criticizing, seeing the wrong, and telling someone, “You need to correct this 
and do that.” I want us to start saying something nice, and I don’t mean “Ooh, that’s a nice tie.” Not 
that, but instead, “I’m thankful for you in my life.” “When I didn’t have the capacity to trust, you 

proved to be trustworthy.” “When I doubted myself, you spoke into me and said, ‘You’re alright, you 
can do this thing.’” Say that to someone else. It’s going to be hard, but guess what? The Holy Spirit will 

let you do it. 

Second, PREPARE. Keep making preparation for  God to come into your  life in different ways. 
I’m trying to clean my house for my family to come for my daughter’s graduation. I’m saying, “Lord, 
help!” And everybody who walks in is saying, “Lord, help!” Preparations are being made—can’t hide it 
under the bed or in the closet—but continue to prepare the way. (And for my “Dustbunny” investors, 

you have been helpful.)  

 And last, POWER. Rely on the power of the Almighty, God’s power , to resist temptation, to resist 
trying to control everyone around you in your own life and allow the Lord to take God’s true place in 

your life—on the throne of your head, your heart, and your body. Amen. 

 Great and Awesome God, 

Thank You for our time together. Thank You for Your Word. Thank You for the images. Thank You for 
prophecy to remind us that Isaiah would come before the Messiah and that John came in that image. 
Thank You for the Peter text to remind us that we’re called to be patient and that that patience is Your 
salvation to allow us to get things straight so that we can have this good relationship with You. And that 
although repentance seems like a four-letter bad, it’s not. It’s good and not bad. Bless us as we are 
going to try to prophesy and speak life into other people as we keep on asking You to help prepare ways 

into us and as we allow Your power to reign. Through Jesus Christ our Lord we pray. Amen. 
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Luke 1:46b-55 
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      Prayers for Kimberly Bohn, recently diagnosed with double pneumonia; for Jimmy as he cares 

for the family; for the children; and for Kimberly’s parents as her father is in the ICU.  

 Lift up the family of 8 in Round Rock who is starting over after losing everything to water 

damage. (See email for specifics at the end of these prayers; contact Elder Randy if you can 

help.) 

 Lift up those affected by the severe weather in the Philippines, the Northeast, Colorado, and 

also in California with the mudslides. 

 Praise God for Vernon’s recent opportunities that may help move his career forward as a 

massage therapist.    

 Praise God that son Cyrus was able to visit for Thanksgiving and is sufficiently recovered to 

resume practicing medicine. 

 Lift up Patricia and Doug as they anticipate and plan for his nonagenarian parents’ visit this 

coming week. Prayers for wisdom and patience as challenges arise, and thanksgiving for this 

opportunity to share hospitality with these special parents. 

 Praise for the progress of transformational mission work in South Sudan since Patricia’s first 

visit in 2007 when there were no Christians there. Thanksgiving for the blessings last week of 17 

new believer baptisms in the village of Natchukut, where she has been encouraging the people 

for 3 years to trust God and forgo their pervasive witchcraft and fighting. Praise for the new 

Toposa pastor, a young man who attended their Good News Bible School. Thanksgiving also for 

today’s 12 baptisms at the mother church in Kapoeta where members are very inspired and 

called of God to start and maintain new Bible Story groups. Praise God for the support of our 

congregation through prayers and financial help. 

 Thanksgiving for Mary’s brother’s wife who has overcome many obstacles to graduate from UT 

Austin. Prayers for her future plans. 

 Thanksgiving for John’s safe travels. Praise God for his Presbytery’s approval to pursue a call.  

Continue to lift up his family following the death of his beloved grandmother who taught him 

how to be the Christian that he is today. Lift up his grandfather and his stepdaughter (John’s 

aunt) as his primary caregiver. Prayers for his 8-yr.-old nephew Philip in the midst of chemo 

treatments for a rare tumor. Praise for the wonderful faith and testimonies of his cousins. 

 Praise for the encouragement Lydia has received from Pastor James and Pastor Trish to reach 

out to Hispanic congregations. Prayers for good leadership in these churches. 

 Lift up the leaders of our country and around the world for wise decision-making.  

 Prayers for a favorite seminary professor who lost his young adult son to suicide and for all who 

have deep despair in their lives. 

 Lift up Uncle Sherman and brother Kenny. 

 Celebration of Lee Isaac’s birth and the occasions of his brit-milah (bris) and baptism on the 

same day, as he begins his journey in the Judeo-Christian faith as a blessed child of God. 

 Praise for Matt S.’s presence in worship and for the growing relationship as a Jewish brother in 

the family.  

 Praise for Trish’s quilts and pillow, signed by the congregation, for our young people in 

celebration of their baptisms and in recognition of the baptismal vows to be upheld by the 

congregation. 

 Traveling mercies and praise for the blessings of Robert’s beach vacation with his family. 

 Praise God for our and Nancy’s blessing to hear her husband and son sing together the 

beautiful song, “Center of My Joy.” 

  Prayer and Praise  
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 Praise God for the generosity of this church in its support of the Workers2Work program. 

 Praise for the doctors who performed Rick’s last surgery, which resulted in some high re-test 

scores. Prayers for his upcoming surgery in January to relieve continued seizure activity.  

 Thanksgiving for this morning’s worship services and messages—for Christine’s sermon (“The 

Beginning”) and for Pastor Lee’s sermon (“Preparing the Way—A New Day, A New Way”).    

 Praise for the word “shalom” and its fuller meaning as described below (from the Newsletter/ 

Pastor’s Letter) this past week as we seek peace during this Advent season. 

 

The ancient Hebrew concept of peace, rooted in the word "shalom," meant wholeness, 

completeness, soundness, health, safety, and prosperity, carrying with it the 

implication of permanence. Rabbi Robert I. Kahn of Houston, TX captures this 

understanding in the following: "One can dictate a peace; shalom is a mutual 

agreement. Peace is a temporary pact; shalom is a permanent agreement. One can 

make a peace treaty; shalom is the condition of peace. Peace can be negative, the 

absence of commotion. Shalom is positive, the presence of serenity. Peace can be 

partial; shalom is whole. Peace can be piecemeal; shalom is complete." 

 Lift up colleagues whose boldness to speak up has opened the door to a great opportunity in 

their workplace. 

 Lift up Carol & Jeff’s sister-in-law Beth whose knee replacement was successful two weeks ago 

but resulted in agonizing circulatory issues. 

 Lift up the joys of the Christmas season and prayers that we may deal with the stresses that 

weigh us down. Prayers for the suffering, the lonely, and the sick. 

 Prayers for hope and reconciliation in our nation for the hurt, anger, unrest, and 

misunderstandings stemming from racial and law enforcement issues.       

 Lift up seminary graduate Steven C., who accepted a position near D.C. at Arlington 

Presbyterian Church to direct a homeless ministry. Prayers for healing in his personal life. 

 

 * * * * * * * 

LOCAL FAMILY OF 8 STARTING OVER FROM SCRATCH: 

 

From: Randy Mojica <mothachozen@gmail.com> 

I've recently learned of a Round Rock family in desperate need due to water damage of all their 

possessions last week. If you would like to donate ANYTHING, please let me know. Everything is 

needed asap. It is a family of 2 parents and 6 kids. The mother is working multiple jobs. Please bring 

on Sunday.        

***Urgently need mattresses, washer, and dryer*** 

Also: Food, Furniture, Curtains, Appliances, Clothes (see sizes), Toiletries 

 

Mother:  Size 8 pants; Medium Ladies shirt/blouse; shoes size 7 

Father:   Size 32" X 32" pants; Large shirt; men's shoes size 7 

(Both parents need heavier jackets since they “walk everywhere.") 

Young Man (16)  Large shirt; 36 X 32 pants; shoes size 8.5 

Girl (11)  Size 14-16; shoes 3.5 

Girl (8)  Size 10; shoes 2 

Boy (5)  Size 7-8; elastic waistband pants, preferably; shoes 12.5 

  Prayer and Praise  

mailto:mothachozen@gmail.com
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Christmas story with a twist will be presented by The Presby-

terian Players during the church worship service on December 

21st. It's called Mixed-Up Roles and was written by NCF church 

member Connie Jones. She said it has a slight nod to the TV 

movie called The Best Christmas Pageant Ever.  

Starring in this play is Vernon Bailey as Gabriel, the leader of 

the angels. The Little Angel who gives Gabriel grief is being 

played by Kyrie Aldas.  

This play has three temple priests instead of three wise men 

and they are portrayed by Tim and Tracey Lenz and Doris Bai-

ley.  

Shepherds in this show are the Mojica men: Randy, Rey, Chris-

tian and Jayvin.  

Angels are Favour and Crystal Unegbu, Precious Hernandez, 

Koryn Aldas, Charlie Phillips, Alexandria and Carver Washing-

ton, Penelope Booth, Jacob Lew, Kaia Grace and Sofie Rogers 

and the three sisters: Destiny, Jaelynn and Andrea.  

A new baby from our NCF congregation will get to play the baby 

Jesus. There is more than one candidate, thus this role is yet to 

be determined. The baby's mother Mary is being played by Chey

-enne Hernandez and Joseph is portrayed by John Harrison.  

Running the light cues will be Robert Booth. The piano accom-

panist for two beloved Christmas carols in this show will be 

Carol Saddington.  
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 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 
 

 

If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and if 
you have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 

 

Looking for a way to give back and make a big impact in our community? Become a 

Community Tax Center volunteer and help more than 20,000 low-income families pre-

pare their taxes for free so that they can use their full refund to put more food on the 

table, pay outstanding bills, and save for the future. We are currently looking for more 

than 600 volunteer tax preparers, client liaisons and Spanish-English translators for 

the 2015 tax season. We need you!  

No tax experience is necessary! We provide all the training you need in December or 

January. You make a 30 or 40-hour volunteer commitment from January 14 to April 15 

and schedule your own shifts based on your own availability – during the day, in the 

evening, on the weekends – at one of our 5 convenient locations around Austin.    

We promise your experience as a Community Tax Center volunteer will be rewarding. 

For more information visit www.foundcom.org and click on “Get Involved” or e-mail volun-

teer@foundcom.org 

http://simplesend.com/simple/t.asp?S=100&ID=57868&NL=831&N=72503&SI=4934099&URL=http://www.foundcom.org/
mailto:volunteer@foundcom.org
mailto:volunteer@foundcom.org
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We Care Kits 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-

pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this 

with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  

We are currently accepting the following donations 

 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars 

Peanut Butter Crackers 

Trail Mix  

8 ounce size water bottles 
 

Hygiene/Personal Items: 

Travel Size Toothbrush  

Travel Size Toothpaste 

Travel size soap or bodywash 

Travel size shampoo 

Pocket size Kleenex 

Pocket size comb (no pointed handle) 

Chapstick 

Adult white ankle crew socks – size large 
 

All donated items should be placed in the donations 
box located in classroom 7.  If you have any questions 

please email me: 

 
calyflower2020@yahoo.com  or call me at (512)228-4712. 

 

NCFA Evangelism Committee and the Children and 

Youth Committee will schedule a date in November to 

put the kits together and kits will be dispersed after Sun-

day services in November. 

mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder George Washington IV 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Jane Mack 
Women’s Ministry 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Jimmy Bohn 

Ulysses Cox 

Katie Harris 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Kathy Smith 

Carol Saddington 

 

 

December 14th: Christmas Fellow

-ship and Dinner  

December 21st: Presbyterian 

Players' Play during Worship; 

Session Meeting  

December 24th: Christmas Eve 

ser-vice from 6:30-7:30  

December 28th: Congregational 

Meeting to affirm new leaders, re

-view the approved 2015 Budget, 

and approve my Terms of Call  

January 18th: Church’s 6th  

Anniversary; Ordination/

Installation of Church Officers;  

January 18th: NCFA and  

University PC joint MLK Service 

at 3pm at NCFA . 

 UPCOMING 

12-1 Favor Unegbu     

   Shelia Wilkins     

12-2 Connie Jones      

   Sam Okyere-Mireku  

12-3 Cathy Angell  

12-4    Matthew Grisdale  

12-5    Marion Sanchez    

12-9 Jennifer Olson        

12-9 William Moreno    

12-12 Destiny Edwards   

12-15 Pat Nemir 

12-16  Oliver Smith 

12-17 Joe Lopez 

12-22 Chuck Coffman 

12-22 Christian Mojica 

12-24 Bill Parrish 

   John Ayensu 

   Sherrena Lee 

12-28 Randy Mojica 

        

12-10   Matthew and Kathryn Aldas 

 


