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At the End of the Day with  

Pastor James Lee 
 

This is one of Pastor James Lee’s favorite sayings. He usually uses it to tie 

up a discussion that is real and relevant for whomever he’s talking to. 

 

Sometimes the hardest thing about being a Christian is following the rules. It 

seems like the rules apply to everyone except those who are in control and 

those who choose not to comply. If one is not careful, he or she might say, 

“Forget about it!” What do I mean? 

 

Þ Quit giving because people don’t use the money the way I want 

it to be used. 

Þ Quit caring because people only care about themselves and 

 their families. 

Þ Quit sharing because people listen to your words and then 

 do what they want anyway. 

 

If Christianity were just about rules, this could be my response, but it’s not. 

Christianity is about relationship. It’s about working through my personal is-

sues and working with people through their issues. It’s about pursuing right-

eousness and excellence while knowing that it’s empty and futile when we do 

it alone. No, I am not talking about us becoming the Borg from Star Trek. 

Yes, I am saying we need to be in relationship and work together; however, 

our unique gifts and voices are called to shine through. 

 

As the Borg faced individuals who were noncompliant, they would say, 

“Resistance is futile.” I am glad that God made us resilient. We are resilient to 

overcome adverse situations in our lives; resilient to overcome tragedies that 

take us by surprise; and resilient to the pain within us so that we can experi-

ence the promises of God for us. At the end of the day, it’s not about rules but 

rather relationships. It’s not to see how it works in my life. 

 

When I want to lay unholy hands around someone’s neck: 

James 1: 19-20 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be 

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not pro-

duce God’s righteousness.  

 

When I feel taken for granted, violated, or manipulated: 

James 1: 21 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of 

wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the 

power to save your souls. 

 

You see, if it were about rigid rules and rote words, I would have been kicked 

out of the country club a long time ago; however, because it’s about relation-

ship, Jesus says, “I paid the price for that crazy country boy. He’s mine, and I 

know he’s going to do great things for the sake of the Kingdom of God with 

my help!” 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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All Welcome 
 

NEW 
  

 

 

 

THIS SUNDAY 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

9:30AM 
 

Just one requirement:  

A LOVE OF GLORIFYING GOD  

THROUGH MUSIC! 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 13
th

, 2015 

We will meet to approve the slate 

of officer nominees in 2016 
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NCF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  READY TO                              GET ROLLING 

This Sunday, September 6, will be the first Sunday rehearsal of the NCF 

Youth Choir.  The rehearsals take place in Room 7 during the first 10 

minutes of the time when the youth have been dismissed from the church 

service to go to their classes. 
 

These Sunday rehearsals culminate in a once a month performance that is 

always on the last Sunday of the month which is known as Family Sunday. 
 

The NCF Youth Choir is open to participants from age 3 through age 20. 
 

The September song will be a modern version of “We Are the Church!” and 

contains a verse done in rap.  Both young children and the older youth will 

find this song fun to perform! 
 

If more information is needed, please call Connie Jones at 512-947-2869. 

 

NCFA children and Youth Ministry  
Volunteers are needed You are needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our ministry: 
         - Assist utopia in the nursery 
         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 
         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 
         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED   
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 Praise for the birth on Thursday of Doug and Patricia’s 

granddaughter, Layla Pearl; lift up brother Indiana in their new 

family bonding time. 

 Prayers for Fred, a friend from Presbyterian Pilgrimage, as he goes 

through a difficult recovery from surgery in Denver, and also for his 

family. 

 Lift up Bonnie’s longtime friend Frank in California, along with his 

medical team, for Monday’s facial surgery and treatment for cancer.  

 Prayers for a pastor’s sister going through similar cancer treatment. 

 Lift up Nikkie, though she did not get a position she was hoping for, 

she thanks God for the position she has, grateful that God is in charge, 

and trusting there will be new opportunities. Traveling mercies for 

upcoming travels to see nephew Jason’s football debut in Oklahoma 

and to Boca Raton to introduce Lee to Grandmother Alice. 

 Safe travels for Trish and George as they head to Colorado Wednesday 

for a couple of weeks. Lift up George for relief from ongoing fatigue.  

 Prayers for the safety of Caly’s family and all in the storm-battled 

Dominican Republic and that she may hear from them soon. Traveling 

mercies as Caly takes supplies to McAllen this Saturday; thanksgiving 

for the donated supplies from NCF. 

 Praise God for the safe return of Caly, Estela, and Pastor Lee from 

Chiapas, for the blessings received and given, and for the relationships 

established during their visit. 

 Praises for all visitors present in worship today. Praise for the 

children’s good start to the new school year. 

 Lift up Robert P. for his health and other things happening in his life. 

 Travel mercies for Placid as he returns to Brown.  
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

6th   15th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Vernon Bailey, preaching 

      9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
       10:15am  Worship at  
   1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Rev. Bill Harris, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
   12:15pm Nominations Committee 
            
8th    6:30pm Men’s Ministry   

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

9th   6:30pm Dinner and fellowship 
    

13th  16th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Sam Okyere Mireku, preaching 
   9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:15am  Deacons Meeting  
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at  
   1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Pastor James H. Lee, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
   12:00pm Congregational Meeting 
    12:15pm New Beginnings   

September 2015 

3
rd

 Greg Buford 

4
th

    Sofia Bohn-Hall                         

5
th

  Kathy Smith  

8
th

    Dorrette Ayensu  

12
th

    Joe Parsons  

            Miranda Cortez 

16
th

 Charlie Shin       

17
th

    Kim Parsons   

18
th 

Ricky Palacios                                                                                                                               

Jace Lopez                               

20
th

 
      

 Paula Akujor   

 Paul Akujor                         

22
nd

   Juan Ortiz (“Junior” 

24
th

   Precious Hernandez 

25
th

   Carol Nemir 

26
th

   Clarke Spinks 

  Kellcee Justice 

27
th

   Cheyenne Hernandez  

28
th

    Elena Endres 

          JoJo Akujor 

29
th

       Erin Grisdale 
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1
st
     Comfort Agbanu and Kofi Vida-Torku 

2
nd

    Lucy and Ellis Oglesby     

5
th  

   Jimmy Bohn and Kimberly Hall  

14
th

  Clarke and Maggie Spinks                    

15
th

   Matthew and Erin Grisdale                          

26
th

  Doug and Patricia Caroom      

28
th  

 Bill and Edna Parish             
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d
 
R

iv
e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

September 6 —  Vernon Bailey 
September 13 —  Sam Okyere Mireku 

 

   Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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NCFA FOOD PANTRY 
 

All are welcome to participate in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s special request is: 

Instant Oatmeal and Grits 
 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

+ = 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
                                      KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee grower’s 

cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, 
Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and 
marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to 
remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see 
Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The 
cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and 
decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee are delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

 

 

 
October 2, Friday  Church Women United will meet at 9:30 AM at 
Olivet Baptist Church, 1177   San Bernard.  The meeting emphasis 
is Human Rights Day Celebration:  “Journey  Toward Peace.” 

An offer to our youth:  
"I would like anyone under the age of 18 to know that I have 

$10 for any child who can recite a Psalm in worship.  

—Ellis Oglesby 
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Course Title: Promoting Healthy Choices and Community Changes  

Organization: Office of Minority Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices 

Language: Available in both Spanish and English  

Cost: Free 

CEUs: Non-DSHS Certified CEUs for CHWs 

Location: Online/- e-learning.  

Time: Self-paced 

Go to https://promotores.thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/default_en.asp 

More information: This e-learning program builds the capacity of promotores de salud 
in the U.S. to promote individual- and community-level changes towards good health. It 
aims to equip promotores de salud with the necessary tools to become change agents in 
their communities. 

The Office of Minority Health designed the e-learning program to be used by any promo-
tor de salud, regardless of years of experience or the type of outreach in which they are 
engaged (e.g., nutrition, cancer, women’s health). Its simple layout and conversational 
tone makes it accessible to individuals with a wide range of computer and literacy skills. 
The e-learning program offers case studies, opportunities for self-reflection, and pre- and 
post-tests to assess knowledge gained.  

Promoting Healthy Choices and Community Changes is a product of the HHS Promo-

tores de Salud Initiative, coordinated by the HHS Office of Minority Health to pro-

mote the increased engagement of promotores de salud in health education 

and prevention efforts.  

SALSA…SALSA…SALSA 

Come on out and join us for some fun, 

fellowship, and fancy footwork. Each Sat-

urday in September from 6 to 9pm, here 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
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                                    A SPECIAL INVITATION to: 

 

All Churches in the Austin Cluster, Mission Presbytery (MP) Staff, General 

Council, and All Committee Members (both incoming and outgoing)! 
 

You are invited to Mission Presbytery’s inaugural Preferred Path skills training, 

to be held October 2-3, 2015, hosted by Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in 

Austin, TX. 
 

This course will be led by Dr. Karl Slaikeu, psychologist, mediator, formerly 

Transitional Shepherd of MP (2014), and founder of the Preferred Path Ministry 

(www.preferredpathministry.com), a program that has been in place at 

Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in Austin since 2008.   
 

Course summary: This course provides an introduction to collaboration and 

conflict resolution in light of biblical principles, and provides practical experi-

ence with tools for communicating, building consensus and resolving conflict in 

church, family, work, school, and neighborhood settings. 
 

Key words: Strengthening relationships, positive communication, respectful 

listening, dialogue, consensus building, reconciliation, unity, conflict resolution, 

mercy, justice, peacemaking, community life, discipleship, spiritual disciplines, 

and tools for living. 
 

Format:  

Experiential Learning Model (ELM), begins Friday, October 2, 5:30 pm with a 

light supper, program 6:30-9:30 pm; Saturday, 9 am – 2:30 pm, with lunch at 

noon. 
 

Topics: 

1 – What is the Preferred Path (and do I really need this)? 

2 – The Conflict Grid (a tool for every step of the way). 

3 – Communicating well (strategies for difficult conversations). 

4 – Poles apart (‘You’ll never get these two together!’). 

5 – Resolving conflict (standard solutions in interpersonal peacemaking). 

6 – Integrating the Preferred Path into Church and Family life (how to keep de-

nial, court, and power plays from ruining your life). 
 

Course Fee: This training is offered at no charge to MP staff, General Council, 

and committees as a part of MP’s enrollment in the Preferred Path Ministry 

(www.preferredpathministry.com). 
 

A limited number of slots will be available to members of churches in the Aus-

tin community for fee of $25 per person (reduced from $95 per person) to cover 

meals and materials. 
 

Registration:. Go to this link to sign up: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040c45a8a82fa75-preferred 
 

Course Materials: Each participant receives course manual and access to on line 

follow up tools. 
 

Questions: Rev. Nancy Reeves (Mission Presbytery Transition Team rep-

grace.nereeves@gmail.com, or 512-517-7181) 
 

Please be sure to share with all leadership in your congregation!.   
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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 Psalms 45:1-2, 6-9  

My heart overflows with a goodly theme; I address my verses to the king; 

my tongue is like the pen of a ready scribe. 2You are the most handsome of 

men; grace is poured upon your lips; therefore God has blessed you 

forever. 6Your throne, O God, endures forever and ever. Your royal scepter 

is a scepter of equity; 7you love righteousness and hate wickedness. 

Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond 

your companions; 8your robes are all fragrant with myrrh and aloes and 

cassia. From ivory palaces stringed instruments make you glad; 9daughters 

of kings are among your ladies of honor; at your right hand stands the 

queen in gold of Ophir.  
   
James 1:17-27                                                                  
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, 

coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 

by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his 

creatures. 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce 

God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 

growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that 

has the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the word, and not merely 

hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the word and 

not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they 

look at themselves and, on going away, immediately forget what they were 

like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 

persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be 

blessed in their doing. 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle 

their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. 27Religion 

that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for 

orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 

world.  
   
Mark 7:1-23                         
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from 

Jerusalem gathered around him, 2they noticed that some of his disciples 

were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing them. 3(For the 

Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their 

hands, thus observing the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat 

anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are also many 

other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze 

kettles.) 5So the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your 

disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled 

hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, 

as it is written, ‘This people honors me with their lips, but their hearts are 

far from me; 7in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as 

doctrines.’  

“Matters of the Heart: They Do Matter” 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-23 
 

Rev. James H. Lee 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 30, 2015 
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8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
9Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment 

of God in order to keep your tradition! 10For Moses said, ‘Honor your 

father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of father or mother 

must surely die.’ 11But you say that if anyone tells father or mother, 

‘Whatever support you might have had from me is Corban’ (that is, an 

offering to God)— 12then you no longer permit doing anything for a father 

or mother, 13thus making void the word of God through your tradition that 

you have handed on. And you do many things like this.” 14Then he called 

the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and 

understand: 15there is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, 

but the things that come out are what defile.” 17When he had left the crowd 

and entered the house, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18He said 

to them, “Then do you also fail to understand? Do you not see that 

whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile, 19since it enters, not 

the heart but the stomach, and goes out into the sewer?” (Thus he declared 

all foods clean.) 20And he said, “It is what comes out of a person that 

defiles. 21For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions 

come: fornication, theft, murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, 

licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil things come from 

within, and they defile a person.”    
 

The sermon title for today is “Matters of the Heart: They Do Matter.” They 

do matter. You might say, “Did we have to read the whole Bible in the 

worship service?” Yes! It was so important when I was reading the Psalm for 

us to think about praise and worship and being able to appreciate someone 

else as the psalmist does in that Psalm reading. When you hear later on Jesus 

confronts folks for giving him lip service or Isaiah saying lip service, that’s 

not what he was saying to the psalmist. The psalmist was sincere in doing 

that, and I will tell you I almost wanted to brush my teeth after reading a 

whole lot of sweet stuff in that Psalm—2You are the most handsome of men; 

grace is poured upon your lips.” Do you know, the psalmist is talking about 

our Messiah, our Savior, as a foretelling of who he is and what he has done? 

Has anyone here been thankful for the grace and the mercy of our Lord and 

our God through Jesus Christ? Yes, I want him to be as soupy sweet, syrupy 

sweet as he wants to be, whatever he wants to be, because I need mercy and 

grace, and it definitely suits my case. Amen?! And we will hear different 

things that will come from the Gospel and from the epistle. 
 

Some folks said “Well, James, why are you wearing this very colorful stole?” 

This stole was given to us from the folks in Chiapas. We came and we 

established a relationship with the Yobel Seminary and Codeprech, which is a 

group of reformed churches. Two women were ordained in ministry and as a 

result were kicked out of the larger church; and so they formed churches that 

will allow them to be ordained pastors and leaders. Codeprech is the name of 

that union, and we joined with them. There’s a possibility in the future that 

we will have a relationship with the Tzeltal Synod, but those are the two that 

we were able to work with, and this is their gift to me….I was presented the 

gift and then asked to preach.   
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When we think about new changes that are taking place, there is a tool often 

used by groups and organizations called SWOT: It refers to your Strengths, 

Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats. It’s so important for us to know 

what our strengths are so that we can celebrate those strengths, build on them, 

and move forward with them. It’s also good for us to be aware of what our 

weaknesses are so that we know how to shore up our strength or to look for 

other people who have gifts where we’re weak so that they can come and fill 

the gap. Then we look for opportunities, and also see where the threats are.  
 

In a sense that’s what we’ve been doing with New Beginnings. We’ve 

already had two sessions, and we’re going to finish up on the 13th, 20th, and 

27th. If you haven’t participated, I invite you to join in. We’ve had a 

commitment for it from the Session, and so Ben, Caly, and Matthew have 

been working hard, and we need your help as we move forward. September 

13th, 20th, and 27th.  
 

I was watching an awesome movie about a golfer who found himself with a 

chance to win, and all he had to do was to chip the ball up on the green and 

putt it. Most likely he was going to win because the other golfer was going to 

have to take extra chances in order to get a birdie and beat him or at least tie 

with him. But when the guy took the shot, he messed up and the ball went 

into the water. And then instead of taking a drop, he tried to hit the ball in the 

water; and then when his father was talking to him, he was like “I don’t want 

to listen to you now! I’ve been listening to you all my life!” His dad walks 

away, he loses in front of the whole world, and as he’s driving away in 

brokenness, he finds himself looking at this farmer in the pasture, and this 

bull, and he hits a bunker. And so he needs to have his car repaired, and a guy 

comes and talks to him. The movie is called “Seven Days in Utopia,” and I 

lift that up for you to watch sometime. One of the things he said in the movie 

is “S. F. T.”: You need to See—see the shot and see how you need to make 

the ball spin and move so it can go into the hole. See it. Then you need to 

Feel it—feel the motion in your body, the rhythm you need to take in order to 

make the shot happen. And then you need to Trust—trust what you see and 

what you feel. And, you know, when Christian folks get ahold of that, it 

means you need to Seek and know that God is with you, Feel confident about 

what you see, and then Trust the Lord that it’s all going to work out. There’s 

another saying that says when you begin, begin with the end in mind.   
 

So I’m giving us a couple of concepts: I want us to start seeing things, 

believing things even before they ever happen, and then I want us to think 

about the things that we’re participating in now. How do we want to see them 

finished, and what will we do differently so that the goal that we want to 

happen will happen not because other people change but because we change. 

I shared with the young people that it wasn’t about the Scriptures being what 

you can’t do; it’s about what you can do. That's why the psalmist said that he 

would hide the Scriptures in his heart. We need to hide it in our heart.  
 

As we work through the sermon, I want us to think about Devotion, 

Distortion, and then Declaration.  

“Matters of the Heart: They Do Matter” 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9; James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-23 
 

Rev. James H. Lee 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 30, 2015 



September 4, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

Devotion: 
And so you hear from the Pharisees, the teachers, who have been observing 

Jesus’ disciples, saying, “Why do they eat without cleaning their hands?” 

Now, young people, that was their thing that they were trying to teach—I 

want you to wash your face, I want you to brush your teeth, I want you to 

bathe, and I want you to wash your hands. I need all of us to wash dishes 

between the times we eat so we can eat on clean things. But for here what 

they’re trying to teach is “Here’s a tradition, here is a way of understanding, 

and your disciples are not following the rules.” The principles are that it’s not 

just about the doing, but it’s about the intention of our heart when we’re 

doing it. So the Pharisees and the teachers are challenging Jesus: “Your 

disciples are not doing…. What kind of teacher are you?….Do y’all have any 

understanding, any rules, or just anything goes?” I thank God that it was 

Jesus because the old man in me would’ve just risen up: “Who are you?” and 

“Who do you think you are?” But Jesus didn’t do that. He goes from talking 

about hands and stomach to say “Devotion—these folks, they devote 

themselves with lip service.  Praises that come up, but their hearts are far 

from me, which says, if you know the right thing to do on other things, like 

washing hands and washing dishes, then you ought to know how to do even 

the bigger things or even the smaller things. But you don’t, you give me lip 

service and it’s not what’s coming out of your lips that are defiling you. It’s 

the result of things that are in your heart that come out of your body and your 

activities that are defiling you.” Amen?  

 

So the devotion is we will love God with our heart, our mind, and then we do 

it with our strength, and God will help us to do that because sometimes we 

don’t want to worship God. Sometimes we wished the Word wouldn’t come 

and instruct us, but we need to because we’re devoted to God. But we’re 

devoted to a lot of things, and so we need to be devoted to the Lord. Amen. 

So it’s a powerful thing about the devotion. It doesn’t mean that we’re not 

supposed to have traditions.  Doesn’t mean that we’re not supposed to receive 

instructions. No, but what it does mean is when we make things an idol and 

say we’ll do it this way, that I don’t have to obey God and trust God, I get to 

keep creating and constructing things my way, and then after awhile we 

become what? Demigods, because we get to be creative and constructing? 

God is the one who’s supposed to be doing that! Amen. So our devotion is 

unto the Lord.  

 

A lot of times in order to kind of prove how devoted we are, we one up each 

other, you know what I mean? “I may be bad, but I’m better than she is…

better than he is” and that’s a little bit of what they were doing. I want to 

remind us there are different examples in the Scriptures that talk about how 

important it is for us to remove the plank in our eyes before we talk about 

removing the speck in someone else’s eye—can I get an Amen? I’ve been 

walking around with planks, and the Lord said it’d be better to just remove 

the plank. So I’m going to invite us to do some plank removals, okay, and let 

God handle the specks.  
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The other thing I want us to hear is when we devote ourself to the Lord, there 

are some other things that need to take place. It is said that “every good and 

every perfect gift comes from the Lord.” I get a gift and I’m happy, aren’t 

I? Aren’t you going to be happy? And He gave us the gift (the gift is Christ) 

and the gift gave us purpose, and we get to live. But sometimes things get in 

the way of our devotion, and so I’m going to meddle just one more time and 

ask us to be mindful of the 21st verse that can affect our devotion. And I was 

blown away because I thought the word “rank” was just a new word. But it 

says 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to 

listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for your anger does not produce 

God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank 

growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that 

has the power to save your souls. 22But be doers of the word, and not merely 

hearers who deceive themselves. That’s a hard word but good word, isn’t it?   
 

Now, Doug said earlier the bad news is we’ve all sinned. The good news is 

we confess it, God forgives it, we’re cleansed, and we can all say “Praise the 

Lord!” Amen. But the key thing is God sees it, knows it; we live it, know it, 

and think we can hide it and get away with it. God says why don’t you just 

confess it? Let’s clean it up and let’s move forward, sound like a plan? 

That’ll help our devotion. You won’t be afraid to come to me and I'm still 

gonna come to you, but at least we can do this thing together. That blesses 

our devotion. I want us not to look so much on “Well, you do it this way, you 

do it this way, and you do it this way.” I want us to know our behavior affects 

the people around us. Some people are boisterous, and some people are quiet 

and do it their way; but both ways have a way of hurting and impacting 

people. Amen? You can do some neat stuff and do some hurtful stuff; you 

can do some rough stuff and hurt some people. And we need to recognize 

what we do that hurts people.  
 

Distortion: 

They wanted to distort the truth, and Jesus said no. If you understand the 

spirit of the law, the cleaning of the hands and the cleaning of the tools are 

really supposed to be a cleaning of the heart. And we see that perfectly in 

Psalm 51 when David messed up—he found out that he messed up and God 

knew about it, and he went “Oh no….” He said, “Create in me a clean heart 

and renew in me a right spirit.” Why? Because he knew he messed up. 

Then he says at the end, “Lord if you do all of this for me, I will teach 

transgressors your way.” And some may say, “Well, are you looking down 

on other transgressors?” And he says, “No, I messed up. I know some other 

folks who are messing up, and they think they’re being cast out. I'll let them 

know “Hey, He forgave me, and He’ll forgive you. He loves me I love you.” 

All those things get to follow through.  

 

Some people distort the truth. He said you're distorting it. You do lip service 

but you're not doing the right thing. Not so much what’s coming in your 

mouth that defiles you, but what’s coming out of your heart, which comes out 

of the body, and, you know, goes down the sewer—that’s the stuff that 

defiles you.    
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Distorted. I want to invite us to invite the Lord into those places in our lives 

where we want to do the right thing and struggle to do it. I want to invite us 

to ask the Lord to help us in our relationships, where we're looking for 

someone else to do the right thing before we do the right thing. The psalmist 

said “Your word will I treasure in my heart so I won't stand against you.” 

See, we didn’t bring anyone’s life into this world. We didn't purchase 

anyone’s salvation. And Jesus gave us the key and said, “If you remit anyone 

their sins, they are forgiven.” Why would Jesus give us the key to forgive 

other people? Because he wants us to do what? Forgive other people. It's a 

heart thing, just do it.   
 

Declaration: 

The declaration comes in a powerful way for me at the very end. 20And he 

said, “It is what comes out of a person that defiles. 21For it is from within, 

from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, 
22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, 

folly. 23All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” He  

already declared evil. I was in Chiapas, and as I was talking to the preacher, I 

kept seeing the people walking in, and walking in, and I said “Man!” I told 

the preacher my eyes were getting a little green. He said “Green?” When he 

saw an African American talking about green eyes, he thought “Whoa.” No, 

I'm not the Incredible Hulk. I said “I’m getting a little green with envy.”  

AND his eyes popped open, and I said “Now, I know I’m not supposed to be 

envious.” I'm thankful for what I have, but if you keep looking over there, 

you’re not going to take care of what’s here.  
 

So I want us to start declaring some stuff in here in our hearts as the stuff that 

needs to get out, and start devoting stuff in here to do the right thing and be in 

the right place. I want us to declare some stuff in here and say, “Oh, you 

know what? I can do that.” “The Lord gave me that gift, and so I’m declaring 

today I will serve here.” “I’m going to serve here, and I’m going to do some 

things here.” Why would you do that? “Because I’m declaring that I am a 

child of the Living God, and God placed me here for a reason and I have 

work to do.” You mean you do that because you have to do it—you know, 

works righteousness? No, don't distort the gift. To have the gift of life, to 

have the gift of a mind, to have the gift of creativity, to have the gift to work 

on computers, to have the gift to play or sing, to have the gift to understand 

math, to have the gift to write, to have the gift to edit, to have the gift of art, 

and say “I’ll give it to everyone else, but I won’t give it to you, God.” What 

are we declaring our gifts that come from God for? We’re declaring it to 

everyone else but to God. When I came back from Mexico, I had to sign a 

piece of paper which meant I had to declare everything that I got there as I 

came back into the States. I want us to say “Hey, Lord, I’m declaring some 

things, and they have value, and I recognize their value, and I’m giving them 

back to You.” Amen.  
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The last part of the declaration:  It says that pure and undefiled religion is that 

in which we take care of the widows and the orphans, folks who are in 

distress. I want us to be a people who just say “I want to be that person that’s 

available to you, God. I'm already overworked, I feel I don't have enough 

resources, but if You say so I will do so.” Now I'm crazy enough to do it, but 

y’all can do it on your own time. But when you do it, something rich 

happens. My lawn mower broke, and I was just like “God, really?” So I went 

to Craigslist, found a less expensive lawn mower, and went over to the man 

to make the purchase. And it’s like being on an airplane, the last thing you 

want to do is have another conversation with someone saying, “Oh, you’re a 

preacher.” But he could tell because I kept running my mouth. I wasn’t 

listening, I was talking. But we spent 45 minutes on the back of his tailgate, 

just sitting and talking about the Lord. Talking about the struggles of being a 

parent, and parenting, and trying to do it this way, and sometimes you do 

your best and you mess up, and then how you try to work it out trying to be a 

spouse, how to have the right attitude when you work. I got to declare “God, 

You are awesome,” and I also got to declare that I found a new friend and his 

name is Mike. One day Mike will come in here and worship with us, and 

when he does y’all are going to hear me say “Praise God” because I’ll see 

God do what God does and that’s blow our minds! Amen.  

 

Let's pray. God, there's so much more in that word, and so I just ask that you 

will help us hear what we need to hear. Help us hide your truths within us, 

and help us to heed it. We don't just want to be hearers, we want to be 

hearers and doers. We don't want to just look figuratively in a mirror and say 

OK and leave; we want to make the changes or allow you to make the 

changes that are necessary in us. Not because somebody else said it but 

because we see it. You’ve pointed it out and it needs to take place, and so we 

pray now that you would make our devotion to you more sincere. Help us 

when we try to distort the truth to fit our world, our paradigms, and help us 

to declare the things that are not right and that we welcome you, your word, 

so that it can bring a change in our life. Help us to hide it in our heart so that 

we will not sin against you. It’s in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.   
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