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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 

 

 

I am constantly learning about myself and how my strengths and weaknesses af-

fect the way I serve and pastor NCFA. There are times I am too protective, 

which stunts our growth. If truth be known, some say that I am too controlling, 

which means that I step on your “leadership toes.” Believe it or not, I find myself 

challenged the most when I am too flexible—that is, instead of communicating 

adaptability, it communicates lack of order, “anything goes,” or that I don't 

care. Those of you who know me best understand that we have structure, room 

for creativity, and I have a shepherd’s love for each of you. 
 

I am constantly being told that sometimes you have to “let the train wreck.” My 

heart can’t take the carnage of the wreck or the thought of someone getting 

hurt….The concept has real-life implications for me. Ironically, our worship ser-

vice is often a train wreck about to happen—but God always seems to work 

through the complexities and the challenges for God’s glory and our edification. 

Instead of spending a lifetime trying to preserve peace and sacrificing growth, I 

have got to be willing to face challenges. The Rev. Danny Murphy reminded me 

that challenges are going to come in our lives. Our response as reformed Chris-

tians is to recognize the awesomeness of God. We are to pray to God, practice 

acts of faith, and praise God in the midst of trouble and coming out of trou-

ble. Hear the words from 2 Chronicles 2:21 (NKJV):   
 

21And when he had consulted with the people, he appoint-

ed those who should sing to the Lord, and who should 

praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the 

army and were saying: “Praise the Lord, For His mercy 

endures forever.” 

I pray you are encouraged by the mercies of God, which are new every morn-

ing. Amen? Amen! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

On Sunday we will commission our team to go to Chiapas, and Placid and Safia 

back to college. On the 23rd we will commission our teachers and students back 

to school, and we will also be giving out school supplies during our “back-to-

school” weekend. 
 

Thanks for all who attended our New Beginnings event last Sunday. Please try to 

attend the next one this Sunday. (The discussion will coincide with the lunch in 

order to ease the timing.) We will not meet again until the 13th of September, so 

please do your homework and share whatever you can to help make New Cove-

nant Fellowship the best church we can be. 
 

Special thanks to the Rev. Dr. Dan Saperstein for the message last Sunday. We 

are blessed again this Sunday to have Certified Ruling Elder Estela Sifuentes 

preach at our 8:15am chapel service. I will be preaching at our 10:15am service. 

Nominating Committee will meet following the New Beginnings luncheon dis-

cussion this Sunday. Next Sunday, August 23, Deacons will be meeting after 

worship. 
 

Parents and youth leaders, we are in the process of auditing our personnel and 

volunteer folders. On Sunday we will need you to fill out a form to ensure that 

your background information is current. 
 
 

  

God Bless! 

Grace and Peace 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician.  
 

If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 

or 512-892-0680 home. 
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NCFA children and Youth Ministry  
Volunteers are needed You are needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our ministry: 
         - Assist utopia in the nursery 
         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 
         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 
         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED        

 

We Care Kits 
 “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for 

the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” 

1 Peter 3:15  
 

We are currently accepting the following donations 

 Items Needed: 

Quart-Size Freezer Bags 

Granola Bars or Trail mix 

8 ounce Water Bottles 

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste    

Travel size hand sanitizer 

 
 

Please note this is a smaller kit with fewer items.  
 

All donated items should be placed in the donations box located on the 

back table by the AV equipment.  If you have any questions please 

email :Caly calyflower2020@yahoo.com  or call her at (512)228-4712. 

  

mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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NCFA FOOD PANTRY 
 

All are welcome to participate in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s special request is: 

Peanut Butter and Crackers 
 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

+ = 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
                                      KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee grower’s 

cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, 
Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and 
marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to 
remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see 
Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The 
cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and 
decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee are delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

 

 

 

 
August 15, Saturday  Austin Cluster Gathering, San Gabriel Presby-
terian Church, Georgetown.   
 
September 4, Friday  Church Women United will celebrate with an 
Ecumenical Action  Emphasis theme, meeting 9:30 AM-11:30 AM, 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin, PCUSA, 1507 Wilshire Blvd., 
Saturday  Austin Cluster Gathering, San Gabriel Presbyterian 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Lift up Rex’s friend Melissa for encouragement and peace in her 
relationships with her mother and a friend.  Lift up the lunch and 

church meeting that will follow worship.   

  Lift up Kyrie for rapid recovery from a procedure scheduled for 
Tuesday.  Lift up Matthew for healing from an illness that has laid him 
low this week.  Lift up Kathryn as she cares for her family through all 

of this. 

  Praise from Ashley for the blessing of two negative test results 
within her family.  Thank you, Rev. Saperstein for a moving 
sermon.  Anyone interested in participating in bridge-building 
conversations that take place every Friday morning at 9:00 please see 
Ashley for details.  Lift up Ashley’s grandfather’s wife Brenda Lee 

who has recently been diagnosed with lung cancer. 

  Praise for our guest pianist Derrick blessing us with his talents.  Lift 
up his cousin Reuben who is grieving the death of his mother by 

cancer and has now discovered that his cancer is spreading.   

  Praise for Dick being able to celebrate 50 years of surviving 
diabetes.  When it began he asked the Lord for 50 years.  Now he is 

hoping for an extension. 

  Praise for Caly celebrating two birthdays in her family this week—her 

brother and her daughter Illyana.   

  Praise for six years of marriage for Robert and Genevieve. Praise for 
a good summer in Quebec with family.  Praise for travel mercies 

driving there and back.  Welcome back, we miss you!  

  Lift up a mother whose recent blood tests reveal thyroid problems 
and the onset of diabetes.  Lift up the outcome of further tests which 
will define the problems and possible treatments.  Lift up younger 

sisters to follow God’s guidance and to make good choices.   

  Praise for recent celebrations in the Tallman Family—Lara had her 
26th birthday; Richard and Nancy celebrated 43 years of marriage; 

and best of all Eli asked Amy to marry him and she said, “YES!” 

 Praise for the three rows of family gathered for Declan Finn Sullivan’s 

Dedication Ceremony.   
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  Prayer and Praise 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  Praise for the police officers who attend NCF.  Thank you for your 
hard work at a very difficult job; and, for keeping the rest of us safe in 
spite of the negative media coverage of the few bad ones who cast 

aspersions on the good.   

 Lift up Austin Pastors’, Austin Police Department’s and the Travis 
County Sheriff’s Department’s efforts to creating ways to bring our 

greater community together.   

 Praise for Zaida’s good family times, a patient and saintly father, and 
a car full of women and children who were blessed with travel 

mercies on a trip to Mexico.  Thank you for the prayer support. 

 Lift up Nancy H. for continued healing.   

 Praise for Ben’s 67th Birthday today.  Praise also for August 

birthdays. 

 Lift up healing for Nikki’s broken heart as her mother’s eyes observe 
the violence of the world.  Lift up assurance that God has it all in His 
hands even when we don’t see it.  Matthew 5:4 tells us, “Blessed are 
those who morn, for they will be comforted.”  May God’s love through 
Christ carry us through the suspicions, fears, and hatreds that 

separate us.   

 Lift up all vets with PTSD. 

 Lift up Roxanne for peace in her home as she assists Robert with his 

issues.  
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 
 

 
                 

16th  12th  Sunday after Pentecost 
    8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
    CRE Estela Sifuentes, preaching 
        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
    1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Pastor James Lee, preaching      
  Sunday School during worship;  
   Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7, 
   New Meeting  
        
         

18th  6:30pm Men’s Ministry   

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

19th No events this Wednesday.   
 

23rd  13th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Shane Blackshear, preaching 

      9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
       10:15am  Worship at  
   1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Rev. Wm. Ellis Oglesby, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
   12:15pm Nominations Committee 
   12:15pm Deacons Meeting 

August 2015 

4
th

    Alexandria Washington 

   Carver Washington 

   T’ahna Daniels 

5
th

  Safia Essien 

7
th

  Aaron Lee 

8
th 

     Roxann Vallejo                        

9
th

     Ben Hooks 

   Chris Cortez 

   Illiyana (Chica) Cortez      

10
th

 Gray Montgomery     

11
th 

 Katasha Williams 

15
th

 D’Sean “De De” Johnson 

17
th

  Mary Mojica 

   Charles Nemir   

         Eddie Daniels III      

24
th

  Zachary Ryan Castilleja 

         Rachel Draper-Marion 

25
th

 Rick Oglesby   

27
th

 Abraham Weaver 

   Eddie Daniels, III 

29
th

 Tyler Weaver 

30
th

 Rev. Jeff Saddington 
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5th         Jimmy Bohn and Kimberly Hall 

25th     Vernon and Doris Bailey 

28th     Bill and Nancy Harris 

28th Bill and Edna Parish 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d
 
R

iv
e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

August  16 —  CRE Estela Sifuentes 
August 23 — Shane Blackshear 

August 30 — Lucy Oglesby 
 

   Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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2 Samuel 18:5-9; 15, 31-33   5The king ordered Joab and Abishai and 

Ittai, saying, “Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” 

And all the people heard when the king gave orders to all the 

commanders concerning Absalom. 6So the army went out into the field 

against Israel; and the battle was fought in the forest of Ephraim. 7The 

men of Israel were defeated there by the servants of David, and the 

slaughter there was great on that day, twenty thousand men. 8The battle 

spread over the face of all the country; and the forest claimed more 

victims that day than the sword. 9Absalom happened to meet the 

servants of David. Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule went 

under the thick branches of a great oak. His head caught fast in the 

oak, and he was left hanging between heaven and earth, while the mule 

that was under him went on. 15And ten young men, Joab’s armor-

bearers, surrounded Absalom and struck him, and killed him. 31 Then 

the Cushite came; and the Cushite said, “Good tidings for my lord the 

king! For the Lord has vindicated you this day, delivering you from the 

power of all who rose up against you.” 32 The king said to the Cushite, 

“Is it well with the young man Absalom?” The Cushite answered, “May 

the enemies of my lord the king, and all who rise up to do you harm, be 

like that young man.” 33 The king was deeply moved, and went up to the 

chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, he said, “O my son 

Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O 

Absalom, my son, my son!”  
 

Ephesians 4:25-32   25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us 

speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 

another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, 27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up 

stealing; rather let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, 

so as to have something to share with the needy. 29Let no evil talk come 

out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is 

need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not 

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal 

for the day of redemption. 31Put away from you all bitterness and wrath 

and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 32and be 

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 

Christ has forgiven you.  
 

Ephesians 5:1-2  1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved 

children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, 

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  
 

 

“Anger, Truth, and Reconciliation” 
A reflection on the anniversary of the Ferguson shooting 

2 Samuel 18:5-9; 15, 31-33 

Ephesians 4:25-32; 5:1-2 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Saperstein 

Co-Leader for Mission, Synod of the Sun 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 9, 2015 
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I grew up as a child of privilege. My parents, both of whom were children of 

immigrants, were living the post-World War II dream of upward mobility. They 

bought a large house in the suburbs populated with other families escaping the 

crowds – and diversity – of the city. When the Civil Rights Movement forced 

the integration of our schools, which effectively had resulted in two different 

districts, many of our neighbors put their kids in private schools. Mine did not. 

But I lived amid contradictions of which I was not really aware.  
 

Like many of my neighbors, my family had a domestic helper, in part 

necessitated by the demands of having a profoundly disabled younger sister. But 

our maid and nanny was not just an employee, to me she was a friend. To my 

five-year-old mind, the fact that she was African American and was named 

“Willie Mae” associated her in my mind with the great baseball player Willie 

Mays – and my life was all about baseball at that age. 
 

At the time, I considered this situation normal. But when I entered school, I 

began encountering the contradictions I lived. I remember distinctly my first 

awareness of privilege and race. I had become friends with one of the African 

American kids in my class. And I started putting things together. So I asked 

Willie Mae one day after school if she had any children. I don’t know why this 

thought hadn’t occurred to me in the several years I had known her. She 

indicated that she did, that she had a little boy. I asked who watched him when 

she came to watch me and my siblings, and she said her aunt did. And it struck 

me as somehow unfair that I was enjoying Willie Mae’s time and attention, 

whereas her own son could not. And I imagined that maybe my friend at school 

might have been her son, or someone like him. I felt sad and a bit ashamed.  
 

It wasn’t for years – more like decades – that I was able to put together that 

experience, and probably hundreds more, into a more complete understanding 

of race, privilege, and society.  And I am still learning. 
 

Today, as I am sure you are aware, marks the first anniversary of the shooting 

of Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri. Even now, the exact details of what 

transpired that day are unclear. But its impact is unquestioned. “Hands up, don’t 

shoot” and #blacklivesmatter have become cultural memes. Ferguson has 

entered our cultural shorthand like Selma or Birmingham and now Charleston. 

The name Michael Brown has entered the litany of iconic victims alongside 

Emmett Till, and Trayvon Martin, and Eric Garner, and more recently Sandra 

Bland—and far too many others. The Ferguson shooting, along with the protests 

that followed, has begun a conversation about race in our nation that hasn’t 

happened since the assassination of Martin Luther King. 
 

But my sermon today isn’t about race, per se, but rather about how to live and 

respond as Christians to events such as the shooting of Michael Brown or the 

Charleston massacre. I have to admit that my eagerness at accepting James’s 

invitation to preach today was somewhat muted when I looked at the lectionary 

passages assigned to this Sunday. They seemed disconnected and lacking in 

depth. It wasn’t until I saw them through the lens of Ferguson that they took on 

a coherence for me. 

“Anger, Truth, and Reconciliation” 
A reflection on the anniversary of the Ferguson shooting 

2 Samuel 18:5-9; 15, 31-33 

Ephesians 4:25-32; 5:1-2 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Saperstein 

Co-Leader for Mission, Synod of the Sun 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 9, 2015 
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The story from 2 Samuel is one of the most moving in the Old Testament. The 

stories of King David read like an ancient “Godfather Saga.” David is Vito 

Corleone, the head of the clan and the Don of Israel. And the events of his 

family are as violent, tragic, and dramatic as the famous Mario Puzo novel.   
 

Most of us can tell you some of the events of David’s life. There are the heroic 

stories of his rise to power from being a shepherd boy, his defeat of Goliath, his 

military conquests, and so on. But we also know the villain stories: his adultery 

with Bathsheba and David’s murder-by-proxy of her husband Uriah. At that 

point, the stories of David turn more tragic and personal. David’s eldest son 

Amnon rapes his half-sister Tamar. Tamar’s brother Absalom is the Michael 

Corleone of the saga – the son who wants to do the right thing in the worst way. 

So when David refuses to discipline Amnon, Absalom avenges his sister 

himself and kills Amnon, and launches a rebellion against his father, even 

setting up a rival government. David is forced to wage war against Absalom’s 

army, and 20,000 die in battle.  
 

Now think about that. 20,000 young men killed. An enormous loss of life. But 

as far as David is concerned, only one life matters, and that is Absalom. Despite 

Absalom’s perhaps justified rebellion, David loves him and wants him spared. 

So he publicly orders his generals, saying whatever they do, bring back 

Absalom alive.  
 

Well, war is not predictable, and battles are ugly and chaotic. When David’s 

army strikes, Absalom’s army flees to a forest – a wise move to escape their 

pursuers, but a rapid retreat into a thicket poses its own dangers. Absalom rides 

his mule under a large oak, and his hair gets caught up in its branches, 

suspending him in midair. And here is where 2 Samuel and Ferguson converge. 

David’s army – the state police, if you will – know their orders. Bring back 

Absalom alive. Absalom may not be innocent, but he is unarmed. But rather 

than follow orders, whether by malice or the adrenaline of war, they used 

Absalom as target practice for their spears and beat him like a human piñata.  
 

Runners are sent back to the king to bring the grim news. When the runners are 

spied, there is speculation of good news. David’s aides want to know the 

outcome of the battle, but only one question matters to David – Is Absalom 

safe? And when he is told the grim news, he mourns uncontrollably. 
 

This is a raw moment. We have become accustomed, perhaps inured, to seeing 

them on our nightly news. “Absalom, O Absalom!” becomes “Trayvon, O 

Trayvon!” “Michael, O Michael!” “Eric, O Eric!” times a hundred and a 

thousand. As people of faith and compassion, the chorus becomes wearying. 
 

Psalm 130 is not one of the Psalms attributed to David, but it echoes his grief. 

“Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord; O Lord, hear my voice!”  The Psalm 

is sometimes known by the Latin translation of its opening words, “de 

profundis” and is commonly read at funerals.  

“Anger, Truth, and Reconciliation” 
A reflection on the anniversary of the Ferguson shooting 

2 Samuel 18:5-9; 15, 31-33 

Ephesians 4:25-32; 5:1-2 

Rev. Dr. Daniel Saperstein 

Co-Leader for Mission, Synod of the Sun 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 9, 2015 
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The “depths” could certainly refer to the depths of human misery and grief. The 

Hebrew word is even more descriptive. According to one scholar, ma’ammaqim 

“names the chaotic forces that confront human life with destruction, 

devastation, and death” [J. Clinton McCann, Jr., “Psalms,” The New Interpreter's Bible, Vol. IV, p. 1205]. 

It is related to the watery chaos of the unordered primordial creation, “the deep” 

over which the Spirit of the Lord brooded in Genesis 1. If you’ve ever felt 

“underwater,” “over your head,” “sinking down,” “at sea,” “swamped,” and 

“overwhelmed,” you are using the same images as the ancient psalmist. 
 

It is easy to feel that way in the wake of the seemingly endless string of stories 

of how racism still afflicts our nation. Not just racial profiling by law 

enforcement, and certainly much more than the use of oppressive symbols like 

the confederate battle flag and sports team mascots. But everything from 

immigration policy to church burnings to employment practices, and even the 

subtleties of teacher attention in the classroom and who gets seated where in a 

restaurant. Racism is everywhere, engulfing us everywhere. My friends tell me, 

“If you think it’s overwhelming to see it, try living it.” Out of the depths, we cry 

to the Lord. 
 

But if the situation is so prevalent, our society so permeated, our attitudes so 

deeply engrained in us, what can we do? It feels like trying to hold back the 

tide. 
 

Our text from Ephesians provides us some guidance, I think. The letter, 

popularly attributed to Paul, addresses most profoundly what it means to be the 

church – to be Christians living together as Jew and Greek, male and female, 

bound and free. It talks about how in Christ old distinctions have been 

overcome in the new humanity, and talks of this unity in metaphors such as the 

Temple of the Spirit, the Body of Christ, and the household of faith.  
 

Nowhere is our unity in Christ stated more explicitly than in the fourth chapter, 

which begins with the exhortation to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 

of peace, for “there is one body and one Spirit… one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all who is above all and through all and in 

all.” One. One. One. One. One.  
 

And what quality most contributes to living out this unity? You might think it 

would be love, and love is certainly important. The writer of the Letters of John 

would say it is love. But the writer of Ephesians, especially in Ephesians 4, 

places another value right alongside love, and that is truth. 
 

At the heart of the chapter is the admonition, “speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ.” This is a 

misleading translation. The verb form in Greek is not “to speak” but a verb form 

of the noun “truth.” More accurately, it should be translated, “truthing in love.” 

The suggestion here is that truth is not a static fact to be accepted. It is a way of 

living and being in community with one another.  
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In verse 25, this theme is picked up again: “So then, putting away falsehood, let 

all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are members of one 

another.” So, it adds, “Be angry, but do not sin…. Let no evil talk come out of 

your mouths, but only what is useful for building up… so that your words 

may give grace to those who hear.” Living the truth is sacramental, a means 

of grace. 
 

There are amazing stories about what happened in Ferguson after the shooting. 

The media focused on the few whose anger or greed led them to rioting and 

looting. But the real story of Ferguson is the persistent pursuit of truth, 

motivated by a tenacious passion for justice. Day after day, night after night, 

people holding vigil outside the police station and courthouse.  
 

Many people point to an event on September 29 which transformed the nightly 

confrontations with police. As one of the participants recounted, 
 

So there were about 20 or 30 people, and police come out 

in their riot gear. There was a row of young protestors in 

the street. The police were saying, “Get out of the street or 

we’re going to arrest you for unlawful assembly. Disperse 

or you’ll be arrested.” And the clergy knelt down in front 

of the police with the protestors behind, and the atmosphere 

completely changed. The protestors – this is amazing – the 

young protestors came up behind the clergy, laid their 

hands on the clergy and knelt as well and prayed. …The 

police were dumbfounded when we did that. They didn’t 

know what to do. It surprised the police and changed the 

atmosphere that night. There were no arrests made. There 

was no tear gas or rubber bullets. The police stood down. 

They eventually left.” [quoted in Leah Francis, Ferguson and Faith, Kindle 

edition, loc. 312] 
 

Another said, “[it was like] their feet [were] drilled into the core of the earth and 

they were pulling out raw magma. It was just [that] level of power” [loc. 424]. Leah 

Francis, author of the newly released oral history Ferguson and Faith, notes the 

clergy – men and women, black and white – were witnessing to a truth not 

portrayed in the media, and were compelled to tell others the truth about what 

they’d seen and heard. 
 

The antidote to anger is justice, not violence. There is no justice without truth. 

And without truth and justice there can be no reconciliation. 
 

When Apartheid was dismantled in South Africa, the leaders of that nation, 

including Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu, envisioned a way around what 

everyone thought would be inevitable race wars of retribution for decades of 

oppression. It involved something ancient yet radical: truth-telling. The truth 

and reconciliation commission brought together victims and their victimizers, 

brought to the light of truth the atrocities that were committed, and invited 

repentance and reconciliation.  
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The truth and reconciliation process is an expression of Ubuntu – a South 

African philosophy of community that says we can only be fully human by 

recognizing and affirming others in their uniqueness and difference. As 

Desmond Tutu put it, “Our people say ‘Ubuntu.’ Ubuntu is something you say 

when someone has wronged you. What you long for is not revenge. What you 

long for is a healing of relationships.” [in Allan Verhey, Joseph S. Harvard, Ephesians, p. 140] 

That is exactly the quality of Christian community expressed in Ephesians. 
 

Let me say it again. The antidote to anger is justice. There is no justice 

without truth. And without truth and justice there can be no reconciliation. 

When our lives and speech are rooted in truth, they become sacraments of 

grace.  
 

Alongside those iconic place names of Selma and Ferguson and Charleston, 

there is another – Jasper. Eighteen years ago, Jasper, Texas was the site of one 

of the most horrific racial hate crimes of our day when James Byrd, Jr., an 

African American, was brutally beaten, chained, and dragged to death behind 

a pickup truck. The details of his death are too gruesome to repeat.  
 

Today in Jasper, members of First Presbyterian Church, under the leadership 

of Pastor Cyndi Wunder, have launched Peace Beyond Understanding, a 

nonprofit community organization that seeks to heal the wounds of racism in 

southeast Texas.  
 

Compared to First Presbyterian Church, New Covenant Fellowship is a big 

congregation. First Presbyterian of Jasper averages about 17 to 20 people in 

worship. Their average age is over 70. They were faced with closing their 

doors when Pastor Wunder arrived from Oregon, of all places. But their 

desperation gave them the courage to risk. They said, if our church is going to 

die, then let’s do what we have always wanted to do but have been too afraid 

to do. They said, “If we’re going to die, then let’s just throw caution to the 

wind and be faithful!” Aided by a grant from the Synod of the Sun, they 

formed Peace Beyond Understanding, and intentionally sought out the local 

African American and Latino pastors to serve on their board. 
 

They planned a special Juneteenth service of reconciliation, bringing together 

members of all three congregations, their first interracial gathering. And then, 

on the day before the service, Charleston happened. And the service of 

reconciliation also became a service of lamentation. They shared their stories. 

For the first time in the history of Jasper, a white church apologized for their 

racial history. When a local African American beauty parlor burned down 

from what is believed to be a racially motivated arson, Peace Beyond 

Understanding was there to help rebuild the salon. Peace Beyond 

Understanding just started this year, but they are already making a difference. 

Their approach is simple: Share your stories, build relationships, practice 

kindness, live the truth.  
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Ephesians challenges us to be “imitators of God, and live in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us.” As a person of privilege, I struggle with 

laying aside the benefits I enjoy.  But that’s what Jesus did for me. He practiced 

Ubuntu, he fulfilled his own humanity by embracing the others in their unique 

difference. He transformed anger into justice by truthful living. And he calls me 

to do the same. 
 

I don’t know what became of Willie Mae, or her son I never met. My family’s 

fortune took a downward turn, we let her go, and we moved away. But I wonder 

sometimes. And I pray for her and my brother from another mother, and I think 

of them every time I read of yet another Trayvon or Michael or Eric. For there 

is too much grieving and too little healing. But thanks be to God, who in Jesus 

Christ embraces us, welcomes us, offers healing and redemption, and hope for a 

new way. Amen. 
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