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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 

 

This past Sunday was a full day. I had the privilege of hearing "Ashes to Fire" by the 
Reverend Jeff Saddington at our 8:15 chapel service and the joy of commissioning 
our graduates, honoring our military and their families, and the unveiling of the memo-
rial plaque and cross. 

 Memorial Day weekend weather caught many of us by surprise. We continue to pray 
for those affected by the flooding. John Knox Ranch sustained damage from wind and 
flooding; you may see images at Memorial Day Weekend Flood at John Knox Ranch. 
They are in need of volunteers, supplies, and monetary donations to get the Ranch 
ready for Summer Camp. Click on this link for more information on how you can help 
with JKR Relief & Recovery:  http://www.jkrsummer2015.myevent.com/?1432557571 

 I had the privilege of joining a select group of clergy, business leaders, leaders in the 
academic sectors, APD Chief Acevedo, and representatives from APD and the Travis 
County Sheriff’s Office in a forum hosted by the LBJ School of Public Affairs. The 
event was titled “The Faith Community, Law Enforcement, and Race in Austin, Tex-
as,” and it was a promising meeting. I look forward to seeing God continue blessing 
our city and nurturing relationships for the welfare of all our citizens. 'Seek the welfare 
of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf; 
for in its welfare you will have welfare.' (Jeremiah 29:7) 

We are thankful to the Mission Presbytery's Church Development and Evangelism 
Committee for supporting churches wanting to participate in the New Beginnings pro-
gram. We did not choose to participate for fear of our death or demise; rather it is our 
hope to come out of this summer with a new determination and a refined direc-
tion. God is doing a great work through us. We need to trust God throughout the pro-
cess and define this season as our pruning season so God can produce more fruit 
through our lives, our families, and this ministry: “Every branch in Me that does not 
bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that 
it may bear more fruit.” (John 15:2) 

As a child I remember hearing the story about Little Peter Cottontail. As a curious and 
impetuous child, the story seemed stifling. As a parent and pastor, I appreciate the 
emphasis on safety. There are so many messages in the story that help us deal with 
life: How do you provide safety and security in a dangerous world while not stifling 
creativity and qualities for leadership? I don't always have the answer; but when Peter 
barely makes it home after an adventure having lost his coat and shoes, one remem-
bers why it is so important to communicate with each other and create a safe environ-
ment for learning—and of course we are reminded that there are consequences for 
our actions and decisions. 

Please join us in 8:15 worship at the chapel when Pastor Lydia Hernandez and Mrs. 
Doris Bailey will continue conversations about loving and caring for our children. After-
wards, please join us for Family-Friendly Worship at 10:15.  

Save the date for our Vacation Bible School. We will have a workday on June 
13th, and the VBS will begin on June 14th. The theme is “G-Force: Love in Action.” 
The scripture lesson comes from Acts 17:28 – “In God we live, move, and exist.” 

 

God Bless  

 

Pastor James Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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Save the Date 
2015 Vacation Bible School 

June 14th-17th, 21st 
 

Email maryjomojica@yahoo.com with 
questions and volunteer opportunities 

VBS Workday is June 13 at 3:00 PM 

NCFA children and  

Youth Ministry  

Volunteers are needed 

You are needed 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our 

ministry: 

         - Assist utopia in the nursery 

         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 

         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 

         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED 

         - VOLUNTEER FOR OUR 2015 VACATION BIBLE    

          SCHOOL (JUNE 14TH-17TH, 21ST)   
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Please join us exploring: 
JESUS LOVES CHILDREN:  CAN WE? 

NCFA at Waller Creek Chapel 
4100 Red River (enter on 41st) 

each Sunday 8:15 am 
 

May 31 – Doris Bailey, Elementary Teacher 

June  7 – Grace Washington,  
Breakthrough Austin Development Director 

Mentoring 1100 students 6th grade -  
College graduation 

 
June 14 – Dr. Emilio Zamora &  

Dr. Angela Valenzuela -After School Child Care 
 

June 21 – Greg Freed, Travis County Juvenile  
Defense Attorney 

More students drop out of high school in Austin  

than anywhere else in Texas.  Each dropout costs 

the state $3268  for the rest of their lives. 
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ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician. 
 

 If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 



May 29, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

 

Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   
31st   Trinity  Sunday  
    8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   
        Rev. Lydia Hernandez, 
         preaching 
        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
        1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
                        Pastor Lee, preaching 
                        Sunday School –  
        K-5th during Worship 
 

2nd   6:30pm Men’s Ministry  

   Dinner, Study at 7pm 

  

3rd   6:30pm   Light Meal  

   7:00pm  Ministry Meetings 
         

7th    3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   
        Rev. Lydia Hernandez 
                     and Grace Washington,
                  preaching 
        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
        1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
                        Pastor Lee, preaching 
                        Sunday School –  
        K-5th during Worship 

 

***COMING IN JUNE—CAN YOU 
HELP?*** VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL JUNE 14-17 and 21 

Contact Elder Randy Mojica,  
512-284-6561 

may-june 2015 

 4th     Anayah Mojica 

 5th     Said Bohn-Hall 

10th    Dexter Lee, Sr. 

 11th   Placid Unegbu 

            Dana Williams 

13th    Mallorie Munoz 

16th    Caly Fernandez 

            Kathryn Aldas 

17th    Luke Oglesby 

 20th   Fortune Unegbu 

 21st    Philippe (Jimmy) Bohn 

            Robert Booth 

 26th   Lillie Daniels 

            Dexter Lee, Jr.  (DJ) 

            Margaret Spinks 

28th     Alex Hernandez 

31st     Pam Nemir 

            Cathy Trifiro 

            Janet Masters     
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
 
 

 Thanksgiving for the chapel sermon, “From Ashes to 
Fire” (Jeff) and the 10:15 sermon, “Promises and 

Perplexities” (Pastor Lee). 

 
 Thanksgiving for John’s blessing of having his mother, 

fiancée, and cousins present in worship and for his 

graduation.  Continued prayers for John’s grandfather. 

 
 Thanksgiving and celebration for the glorious pleasure of 

being free of student loans.  Recovering from morning 

sickness and the celebration of pregnancy.  

 
 Celebration for Lillie turning 7 and the fun beach trip planned 

with her grandparents. Traveling mercies for them. 

 
 Lift up Tiffany’s family as two younger siblings move away 

from home for jobs in other states, leaving her four parents to 
become empty nesters. Prayers that all may navigate the 

transitions well. 

 
 Praise that Alexandra and Carver will enjoy a summer of fun 

activities with one of their teachers. Thanksgiving for their 

opportunity to attend a new preschool this fall with Charlie. 

 
 Thanksgiving for Miranda’s new work at Whole Foods and the 

opportunity for her artistic talents to be recognized and 

valued. 

 

 Praise and celebration for our special friends who graduate 
this afternoon from Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary, including Sam, John, Charlie, Jacqueline, and 

Roberta.   

 Lift up Jenny's grandmother Harriet for restored health. 
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  Prayer and Praise 

 Lift up the victims of yesterday’s flooding, including 1,000 displaced 
people, folks missing or deceased, and so much property 
destruction in Wimberley and San Marcos. Prayers for John Knox 

Ranch which was also inundated.  

 
 Prayers on this Memorial Day that God’s loving arms may surround 

all families grieving the loss of someone who has helped to form 
this nation or keep it free. Thanksgiving for the lives of the beautiful 

saints celebrated in our congregation today.  

 
 Thanksgiving for C.D. Weaver’s artistic creation of “The Good 

Shepherd” Cross and for Chuck C.’s skills in mounting the cross for 

today’s service (as well as his a/v technical expertise). 

 
 Thanksgiving for the life of Doris’s nephew Dennis, who passed 

away on May 1st. Prayers for the presence of the Holy Spirit to 

comfort their family. 

 

 Thanksgiving for a member’s good medical report, renewed 
relationships with siblings, and a new home.  Prayers for furnishing 

the new home. 

 

 Thanksgiving and prayers for a grandmother’s continued recovery.   

 

 Prayers for the Guajardo family and Hope’s recovery from surgery.  

 
 Prayers for Michelle lungs and overall health.  Thanksgiving for 

medical help and family support.  

 

 Lift up Nikkie for restored health. 

 

 Prayers for the family injured in a bad wreck  
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We celebrate those who have served, 

most notably Clarence Benjamin, Cameron Caroom, 

Carter Caroom, Ulysses Cox, James C. Greene, Matthew 

Grisdale, Aquanetta Hicks, Benton Hooks, Benny Lopez, 

Rachel Marion, Oliver Nelson, Frank Oduro, Ricky 

Palacios, Robert Pena, and Doug Smith.    
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
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r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
May 31—Rev. Lydia Hernandez 

Doris Bailey 
June 7 —- Grace Holland Washington 

June 14—- Dr. Emilio Zamora and Dr. Angela Valenzuela 
 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

 
All are welcome to participate  

in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 

 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

 

NCF FOOD PANTRY 

+ = 

 

 
 
 
 
 
June 5, Friday  Church Women United will meet at University Pres-
byterian  Church, 2203 San Antonio at 9:30 AM for their annual Well-
spring Bible Study.  
 
June 18-21, Thurs.-Sun.  Church-wide Gathering of Presbyterian 
Women, Minneapolis, MN. “One Body, One Spirit” is the theme 
based on 1 Corinthians 12:12-27.  The Gathering, held once every 
three years, is an opportunity for Presbyterian women from across 
the country (and around the world!) to gather for worship, educa-
tion, community-building, fun and renewal. 

“Love Thy Neighbor” 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

Everyone join us on June 21st for  

8:45 am – 10:15 am in the NCFA Kitchen. 

Email maryjomojica@yahoo.com with 

questions and volunteer opportunities 

mailto:maryjomojica@yahoo.com
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee 
and its partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee 

grower’s cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador 
Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which 
is grown, harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal 
is to provide incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. 
Please see Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1
- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. 
Dark roast, medium roast, and decaf are available in ground or 
whole beans. Coffee will be delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

The Drums are calling... 

Have you ever wanted to play traditional African drums? 
Do you want to explore drumming as a form of fun and meditation? 

Looking for inspiration, motivation, and wellness? 
 

Then WisDrum is for you! 
 

WisDrum, presented by Drum Cafe', is interactive drumming designed for 

faith-based programs. WisDrum transcends denomination and dogma. 

It is named after the wisdom and enlightenment we all seek from our 

spirituality and from one another. 

WisDrum Cafe' is a deep, profound experience that unites, aligns, and 

uplifts the spirits of those who share it. 

  

WisDrum Cafe' 
Saturday, June 6th 
2:30pm - 4:00pm 

St. James' Episcopal Church 
1941 Webberville Road 

Austin, TX 78721 
$15 (cash at the door ) 

proceeds benefit CDF Freedom Schools(r) - Austin 
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“Promises and Perplexities“ 
Romans 8:22-27; Acts 2:1-21    

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 24, 2015-Pentecost Sunday 

Romans 8:22-27 :  22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 

bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 
patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 

pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 

27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 
the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.  

   

Acts 2:1-21 : When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of 

fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave 
them ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 

Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each 

one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we 

hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and resi-

dents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pam-
phylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 

both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 

speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to 

one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled 
with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and ad-

dressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, 

and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only 
nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 

17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 

flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall 

see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men 
and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I 

will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, 

and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord shall be saved.’  

 
The sermon title is “Promises and Perplexities,” and it's important for us to realize 

that the promises of God are there, and they are in place for us in advance so that we 

might have them in our time of need. There are times when we want full clarity. We 

want to understand it all, to see it all so that we can walk, and believe, and trust. And 
it just is not that way. The just shall live by faith. Romans 8 says “Now hope that is 

seen is not hope.” But then in doing so that we don't see it, then we can learn to be 

patient in it as God reveals it. I don't like it. I'd like to know what's going on so that I 
could have some peace even in the midst of all that's happening.   

 

But then, if I'm honest, sometimes ignorance is bliss because in knowing, you have to 
deal with the knowledge—the Good, the Bad, and the Ugly. But the promises of God 

are there, and the perplexities of life are there, and they're a part of our reality.  

 

As we work through the sermon today, I just want to lift up the Assembling of our-
selves together. Then what is also important for us to lift up is the Amazement that 

happens when the people of God assemble themselves and are in the presence of the 

Divine. The last piece is to lift up us as Ambassadors.  
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“Promises and Perplexities“ 
Romans 8:22-27; Acts 2:1-21    

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 24, 2015-Pentecost Sunday 

Assembling:  And so they were all assembled together , and one might say, 
“Well, how did the assembling happen?” As we all know, we assemble here—at least 

we know that our services begin whether we're here or not at 10:15. Well, they would 

have known that the assembly would have taken place at a time that you go to the 

Synagogue to have a time of learning and debate on one day. And then you would 
know that you go to the Tabernacle to bring and to lift up your sacrifices on another 

day. They would have had festivals as a part of their lifestyle, a part of who they 

were, and so they would have celebrated the time of the Passover; and that is remem-
bering that you put the blood over the doorposts so that God would bypass and save 

those who were there in the time of Egypt so that they could be passed over and be 

saved. So they would have understood that. They also would have understood the 
Festival of the Tabernacle. And again, when you bring your first fruits to God as a 

way of being grateful.  

 

There are some who may say, “Well, I don’t have as much as he did” and “I didn't 
have as much as she did.” What you did have is a gift from God. You steward the 

resources you have. There’s something about being grateful to God for what you 

have that makes that relationship so special because you know there's someone look-
ing at what you have and saying, “If I only had what he or she had.” And so even 

then they would have understood the tabernacles. But this is called the Festival of the 

Weeks, of the Pentecost. So again, bringing forth your harvest and giving it to the 
Lord, they would have known to do that.  

 

You know we have our offering time which so important; and the assembling of our-

selves together is a way for us, as Hebrews would say, “Do not forsake the assem-
bling of yourself.” Why? Because it's in the assembling of ourselves together that 

together we are able to praise God; together we are to be reminded that this world is 

not all there is and that there is a way in which God has already intervened. And even 
in our times of brokenness and our times of pain, we are to be reminded that God 

understands and God has made a way through Jesus Christ. And so it is in their as-

sembling and in our assembling that we are able to come and we are able to bring our 

gifts and to say, “Lord, thank You for these gifts. May they be used for the building 
of Your kingdom. May they be used to transform our lives; and God, may they be 

used to provide shelter for us, transportation, clothes, and food, on a practical side. 

Thank you, Lord.”  
 

And so they were assembling for a reason, but something else happened: Lo and be-

hold…“Those folks over there, they look a little different…but they seem to be 
speaking our language. Uh-uh, not our church, not the way we do things. Did you 

know…now, I know the Spirit of God isn’t falling on them. Really? You know, 

when I figured God was going to do this new thing, I figured the new thing would be 

the way we do our thing and they would just be tweaked just a little bit….” And I am 
so glad for God doing that new thing because when we read this Bible, we still read it 

from a Western perspective; but when you understand that it was Jews and we are 

Gentiles, and without God doing the new thing, we would be excluded….My God, 
thank You for Pentecost—for a new thing, for pouring out Your Spirit, for expanding 

an understanding of what it meant to be Your people so that we might be engrafted 

and included with those who were only Yours to be now all who are Your people. So 
an amazing thing happens on Pentecost!   
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“Promises and Perplexities“ 
Romans 8:22-27; Acts 2:1-21    

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
 

Pastor James H. Lee 
May 24, 2015-Pentecost Sunday 

Amazement: So then the text says they were amazed and they were perplexed. 
Have you ever looked at something awesome, and some people were cheering like 

“Whoaaa!” and other people were like, “Huh? What is going on?” It’s kind of like 

how some people come into our church and say, “Is this Presbyterian or not?”; and 

others are saying, “Yes”; and still others are saying, “What is this?”—And it is God 
at work. It's giving life; it's giving hope; it's giving direction; it’s giving people a 

place to be something that recognizes the diversity in God's creation and yet says, 

“You can all be one in my home.”  
 

And so there's amazement, there's perplexity, and not understanding what's going on; 

and there's a lot of amazement and perplexity going on around the world. How do we 
handle what is happening in our churches? How do we handle what is happening? 

How do we make room for some without excluding others? How do we hear each 

other? I want to tell you, there was a Peter. And there are you, all of us who are the 

same ones who are amazed, who are also the same ones who are perplexed, who are 
called to bear witness to bear witness. And so I want us to be the people.   

 

As I shared with Charlie and John, who will open your hands to receive the gift? And 
you may say, “Well, James, I already have the gift,” and I’m glad. But I still invite us 

to ever receive the gift of new life in Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, 

the Comforter, the Advocate, the One who is there with us in all seasons, at all times, 
to receive the gift. If you close your hands, you can't receive. I can tell you, I've been 

watching our church fight with closed hands, left and right; and in doing so have not 

given a gift—received gifts, took gifts, kept gifts—but have not given gifts. And I 

know why—because we're trying to preserve and to protect and also prepare a way. 
And sometimes they seem mutually exclusive when they're not called to be.  

 

And I'm inviting us to allow this creative God who can do exceedingly abundantly 
more than what we think or imagine to do a new thing in us. To look for possibilities 

and the way they can happen. This church did something amazing in the fall. There 

was a chance we could have died, and we mutually compromised, and we worked in 

amazement and perplexity. I watched us be the church.   
 

Oh, by the way, this is the birthday of the church—Pentecost. And by the way, let's 

remember the words Jesus said to Peter—you know, after affirming him, thinking 
about himself being the Big Daddy Rock—Jesus said, “No, little pebble, I need you 

to understand I'm the foundation, and the very gates of hell will not prevail against it. 

This church belongs to God; it does not belong to us. Can I get an Amen? You don't 
have to like it—“Amen” is just “I agree,” or “You’re meddling, Preacher, so just 

move along.”   

 

Ambassadors:  
Ambassadors are ones who know that they're called to represent; and the Word of 

God will let us know that we are supposed to be God's ambassadors here on Earth, 

and to help interpret, and to be the ones who can help verify the truth. A witness to 
the truth. Peter was that one. He was an ambassador, he was a representative. “You 

know those people are drunk.” “Now, hold up. It's nine o’clock in the morning. 

They're not drunk.” And this is the part I totally love. He speaks not from his per-
spective. He speaks not from the perspective of those folk over there. You know 

whose perspective he spoke from? Their perspective.  

 

In his book, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey writes—and I 
know it comes from others too—but the quote is “Seek to understand more than to be 

understood.”  
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What would happen if Pentecost took place and we quit worrying about tongues, and 
we started being open to hearing other people from their perspective, and then having 

it impact our lives in such a way that they feel affirmed, even if we feel a little un-

comfortable? Every spouse has asked their spouse, “Did you hear what I said?” And 

the other person says, “Yeah, I heard.” They say, “Well, why do you keep asking? 
Because if you heard me, I expected there to be a difference in how you treated me 

based upon what you heard…because relationally, I couldn't see the person that I 

loved and who loves me acting the same way if they heard me.”  
 

Are we just listening so we can critique? Or are we hearing so that we can represent 

the Almighty God who can do great and awesome things in and through us as chil-
dren of God and ambassadors.  

 

You might say, “I don't know all I need to know; I really don't want to go….”  Wel-

come to the club! But that's why Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “Go and wait in Jerusalem so 
that you can receive the dunamis, the power of the Spirit. And at that point you will 

be witness of me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the utmost parts of the world. 

Receive the gift.” “But I don't know how to pray.” “There's craziness going on, and 
half the time I don’t feel like my prayers are being answered.” Welcome to the club! 

There’s some promises. In Romans 8 we read it there right around that 26th verse: 

“We don’t know what to pray.  We don’t know how to pray as we ought.” It is easier 
to pray to God and say that I am praying with limited perspective and power, but 

your purposed me to pray with you and for others.  Our acknowledgment and partici-

pation allows the Holy Spirit to discern our personal and corporate needs and takes 

prayers and groanings to the One who knows everything and who can do something 
about our concerns, and does so!  

 

So all you do is pray and say, “Spirit of God, You do what You do; and God, You do 
what You do because I've done all I can do.” Amen? Makes it a whole lot easier to 

do our job if we remember we're ambassadors, representatives of God, and God is 

not our ambassador, our representative. We’re in God's plans and God's purposes; 

those will prevail. Scriptures say “Many are the plans of man, but the purposes of 
God will prevail.” Line up with God and watch God do something amazing.   

 

To close out the sermon, I need us to know that our text in the Old Testament was 
Ezekiel and it was a part of our Call to Worship. The prophet was told by God to go 

into a place of dried and utter despair and say “Can these bones yet live?”  Well, you 

know what the prophet said? “I don't know, you’re God.” You know what God did? 
God said “Speak.” Ambassadors. I want us to start speaking life, hope where there is 

despair, and truth in love, and trust that God will bring forth life. We are a resurrec-

tion people, aren’t we?! He is risen! He is risen indeed! Secondly, John in that 15th 

verse reminds us that Jesus had to go, and when he would go, he would send the 
Comforter, the Advocate. Jesus ascends—we had Ascension Sunday last week. He 

ascends, the Spirit comes. God never leaves us orphaned, and that's what Jesus said 

before he left, that was his prayer and his promise. He fulfilled it. We’re in perplexi-
ty, but the promises of God have not failed. Let’s live them out—Amen?!  

 

Let us pray: Lord, we thank You for this day, for those people, for Your word, for the 
life that we have yet to live, and for Your patience in allowing us to grow into Your 

knowledge and Your purpose, to learn how to live as those who need a savior, those 

who needed love, who needed forgiveness, needed mercy and grace, and to be those 

who will share it with others so that they might experience it for themselves. To You 
be glory and honor both now and forever more, we pray. Amen.  
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Acts 2-1-21:  1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, 

and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, ap-

peared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them were filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 
ability. 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jeru-

salem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 

heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, they 
asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, 

each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, 
Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 

and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking 

about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one anoth-

er, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new 
wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 

“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to 

what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in 
the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 17‘In the last 

days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your 

sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and 
your old men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 

those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show por-

tents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky 

mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming 
of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the 

Lord shall be saved.’ 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b:  24”O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you 

have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 25Yonder is the sea, great and 

wide, creeping things innumerable are there, living things both small and great. 
26There go the ships, and Leviathan that you formed to sport in it. 27These all look to 

you to give them their food in due season; 28when you give to them, they gather it up; 

when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. 29When you hide your 

face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they die and return to 
their dust. 30When you send forth your spirit, they are created; and you renew the 

face of the ground. 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; may 

the LORD rejoice in his works— 32who looks on the earth and it trembles, who touch-
es the mountains and they smoke. 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will 

sing praise to my God while I have being. 34May my meditation be pleasing to him, 

for I rejoice in the LORD. 35b Bless the LORD, O my soul. Praise the LORD!” 

Romans 8:22-28:  22 “We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 

pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 

fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who 

hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. 26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And 

God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28We know that all things work 

together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 

 

John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15:  26”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my 

behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the begin-
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John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15:  26”When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you 

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on 

my behalf. 27You also are to testify because you have been with me from the begin-

ning. 4But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes you may 

remember that I told you about them. “I did not say these things to you from the 

beginning, because I was with you. 5But now I am going to him who sent me; yet 

none of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6But because I have said these 

things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts. 7Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is 

to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate will not 

come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8And when he comes, he will prove 

the world wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 9about sin, because 

they do not believe in me; 10about righteousness, because I am going to the Father 

and you will see me no longer; 11about judgment, because the ruler of this world 

has been condemned. 12“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the 

truth; for he will not speak on his own, but will speak whatever he hears, and he 

will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, because he 

will take what is mine and declare it to you. 15All that the Father has is mine. For 

this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.” 

   The title of this sermon, “From Ashes to Fire,” is not a typographical error. 

Carol is too good an editor to let this pass through her sharp eye and very red pen-

cil! While fire does produce ash, today we will reference the Easter cycle that be-

gins on Ash Wednesday and ends here at the Day of Pentecost. Ashes were placed 

on our heads on Ash Wednesday as a sign of penitence as Lent began. Today we 

read in the book of Acts about fire appearing on the heads of the disciples on the 

Day of Pentecost. We have truly gone from ashes to fire!  

   The Easter cycle is always a real emotional rollercoaster, isn’t it? It begins 

with 40 days of Lent when we are brought low, reminded of our human weaknesses 

and sins and focusing us on what it means to be a follower of Jesus. After six 

weeks of Lent, we experience the super high of Palm Sunday. Here we celebrate 

King Jesus entering Jerusalem on the back of a borrowed donkey at the beginning 

of the week, with the crowd waving palm branches and shouting ‘Hosanna!’ But 

oh so quickly we are pummeled and scattered with a week of increasing betrayal, 

denial, desertion, followed by two trials and a crucifixion, all by Friday. King Jesus 

was dead.  

   The low of Lent to the high of Palm Sunday, to the deeper low of the cross. It 

could not get worse for believers than Good Friday. But as Jesus predicted multiple 

times in the Gospels, within three days the tomb in which he was buried was found 

empty of his body. Soon the disciples learned that he had been resurrected. The 

disciples and others subsequently met the risen Christ, proving his resurrection. He 

is Risen! He is Risen, Indeed!”   

Their emotions then and our emotions now move to an all-time high! But 

then what? Once the disciples had seen the risen Christ, what then? Had they studied 

well enough under Jesus so that they knew what to do next? Were they ready to go 
off on their own to perform healing miracles, just like Jesus? Were they prepared to 

go tell the nations about Jesus Christ, when in fact they seemed more comfortable 

huddled together behind locked doors? Maybe they would just call it a day and go 
back to their former jobs of fishermen, tax collector, and just good ’ol plain man on 

the street.   
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But this did not happen, did it? The story of Jesus Christ did not die with the 
women who ran from the empty tomb in Mark, too afraid to say anything. The story 

of Jesus Christ did not die with the disciples hiding in the Upper Room the night of 

his resurrection, or again, huddled in the same place a week later when Jesus ap-

peared to Thomas who wanted to see to believe in the risen Christ.  

Believers today, all of us, are proof that somehow, someone took the Good 

News of Jesus Christ and put it to print and proclaimed it by voice to each succeeding 
generation over the past 2,000 years. That is the equivalent of nearly 100 generations. 

Isn’t that amazing!  

But how did this happen? Was it entirely the work of fallible, sinful, forgetful 

men and women we meet in the Gospels? No, of course not. Jesus Christ knew that 

women and men throughout the rest of time would be unable to withstand the perse-
cution that would be placed upon believers trying to share the Good News. Jesus 

knew that these 100 generations after Jesus’ resurrection could not appropriately un-

derstand who Jesus was and what the Good News is. Jesus knew that we are more 

likely to run and hide, deny and betray, and forget and fumble if we are left only on 

our own. 

Realistically, have any of you played “Whisper Down the Lane?” It is an old 
party game where one person whispers a message to someone sitting next to them 

and then each person whispers it to the person next to him or her. After this is repeat-

ed through the entire group, the last person states out loud what the message was. 
And it is NEVER the same message as the one that began the cycle. So how could 

humans be counted on to reliably share the Good News of Christ all by ourselves for 

100 generations without some sort of powerful help?  

In John 15 today, Jesus promised to send an Advocate to help us. And in 

Acts 2, the Day of Pentecost is the day we celebrate that the Advocate brought fresh 

wind, fresh fire, and fresh power into the midst of the disciples.  

Our Bibles here at New Covenant Fellowship say “Advocate.”  What does 

your Bible say in John 15, verse 26? I have looked at approximately 30 translations. 
The various words used in these other Bibles for the Advocate are: Comforter, Coun-

selor, Friend, Spirit, Companion, Strengthener, Standby, Helper, and Paraclete. Para-

clete is the term used in original Greek: Parakletos. For today, let’s call it the Advo-

cate. So, just who is the Advocate, and what does the Advocate do for us? 

First, it is important to say that while our God is one God, we humans experi-

ence this God in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. This is called 
the Trinity. We all affirm this each time we say the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene 

Creed, or the Brief Statement of Faith.  

Each of these three persons, God, Son, and Holy Spirit are equal. They each 

do everything, and they each have been in existence from the beginning of creation. 

This is a very complex topic, but the one that we often speak about the least, the Holy 

Spirit, is what the Day of Pentecost focuses on. One job of the Holy Spirit is to be 

this Advocate that we read about in Acts. 

I have two illustrations which help us understand a little of what the Advo-

cate does for us. 
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First, see what I am holding in my hand—a tube of Krazy Glue. If I put a few 
drops of this on my thumb and another few drops on my index finger and stick them 

together, what would happen?  Would I be able to pull them apart? No—I would be 

in very big trouble! Can Krazy Glue be used for good things? Yes, of course. It can 

bond together more things than we can imagine, perhaps some very heavy things. 
Well, the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is like the best use of Krazy Glue you can imag-

ine. The Advocate bonds us, glues us, unites us to Christ. The Advocate unites us 

also to each other. That is done through our baptisms, when we are claimed forever 
by Christ. Through the Holy Spirit, we are held all the day long even unto our deaths 

in this world to claim the promise of God of life beyond this world. We are freed 

from sin and death so that we may walk in the newness of Christ.  WE are claimed by 
Christ forever, bonded to him like a super, super, Krazy Glue. And THAT glue, the 

glue of Christ to us and to each other is free. That is the Gospel. And it never gets 

unstuck. 

OK, what is this next thing that I am holding? A common extension cord. Do 

you need these for living day to day? Yes, of course; you need these for getting pow-

er out of your walls at home to power your appliances, your clocks, and computers. 
And here is an electric fan that I want to work right here next to me, not over there 

near the wall behind Carol, and not over there near the window behind Susan. I am 

very particular about where I want my fan to be, so how do I get it to work where I 
need it? This extension cord will take power from the wall and power my fan right 

over here. The Advocate, the Holy Spirit, is like the power of God placed in us, like 

fans to spread God’s word. (Red ribbons tied onto the fan blow straight out, symbol-

izing the fire of the Holy Spirit.) We receive the power and the courage to share the 
Gospel, not from our own doing, but by being empowered by God working through 

the Holy Spirit, the Advocate. And THAT fire, the fire of the Holy Spirit is a gift to 

us, and it is free. That is the Gospel. And that is a fire that will never be put out. 

So you see two of the many ways that the Holy Spirit, in the form of an Ad-

vocate, works to spread God’s word. First, by bonding us to the love of Christ and 
next by empowering us to spread the Good News with a power greater than our-

selves. 

When Jesus was with the disciples in his earthly ministry, they did not need 
this power. They had Jesus. He was doing it all. But after Jesus was gone from this 

earth, the disciples were charged to spread the Good News EVERYWHERE! How 

could that happen if they did not have the courage and they did not have Jesus next to 
them? They needed to be bonded to Christ and they needed external power to spread 

that Good News. 

In a few minutes we will read the Affirmation of Faith from the “Brief State-

ment of Faith.”  This section is about all what the Holy Spirit does. Please read these 

words carefully. They are filled with action, they are filled with power, and they are 

filled with changing our lives and the lives of everyone in the world forever. You will 
read that the Holy Spirit sets us free to accept ourselves, to love God and neighbor. 

You will read that the Spirit binds us together. The Spirit inspires us, rules us, claims 

us, feeds us, and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. You will read 
that in this broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage. Courage to pray, to 

share the Good News, to hear the voices of people long silenced, and to work with 

others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
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The very end of the book of Matthew teaches us all that we need to know 
about what Jesus wanted the disciples and us 100 generations later to do in this 

world. At the end of Matthew Jesus’ earthly ministry is over. The disciples will not 

see him in his earthly body again, but listen to the words of Matthew 28:20 as para-

phrased by The Message. 18-20 Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his 

charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train 

everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in 

the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the prac-

tice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after 

day, right up to the end of the age.” 

Jesus would be with them forever through the power of the Holy Spirit. That 

is why the Day of Pentecost is so important. Easter was the beginning of the Resur-

rected Christ, but the Day of Pentecost is the beginning of the sharing of the Good 

News of Christ by fallible people to the rest of the world through the power of the 
Holy Spirit sent by Jesus Christ. We began Lent with ashes on our heads. We end the 

Easter cycle at the Day of Pentecost with tongues of powerful fire dancing on the 

heads of disciples. Ashes to Fire! He is Risen! He is Risen, indeed! 

  

Let us pray the prayer in Ephesians 3:20-21— 

“20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly 

far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in 

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” 
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