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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

Dear NCFA Members and Friends, 

 

Last week's epistle reading in Acts 19 included the question:  “Did you receive the Holy 

Spirit when you became believers?"  It was a simple but profound question.  How often 

does God provide for our needs but because of our lack of exposure, education, experi-

ences, or whatever explanation you can think of -- we fail to enjoy the fullness of God's 

blessings for us? 

 

Last week's worship service reminded me that we can't put the Spirit of God in a box and 

that when the Spirit leads, we are called to follow.  God blessed us tremendously through 

the ministry of Pastor Rudy Mojica, Sr. and members from His Highest Praise. The ser-

mon, which you can download from and listen to on our website, affirmed several mem-

bers and encouraged us on our journey.  The Praise Team from His Highest Praise were 

right on point with ministering songs and encouraging words accompanying each. 

 

 Please continue to pray for Rick's recovery and his parents, whose abounding love for 

their children make it painful  to see them through difficult times in their lives.  Now, 

pray for all of God's children going through difficult times physically, spiritually, emo-

tionally, financially, and mentally.   

 

2 Corinthians 1: 3-4:  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Fa-

ther of mercies and the God of all consolation, 4 who consoles us in all our affliction, so 

that we may be able to console those who are in any affliction with the consolation with 

which we ourselves are consoled by God. 

 

Beloved once again, thank you for believing in our ministry.  Thank you for investing in 

us and helping us to have a witness in this world, locally, regionally, and globally.  On 

Sunday, you will receive your contribution statements and our 2014 annual re-

port.  Prayerfully, you will be encouraged by blessing us with your gifts and seeing some 

of the fruit resulting from your investments.  God is good.   

 

Last Friday, the Cuba Partnership team for Mission Presbytery gathered to strategize our 

next best steps. On Sunday, we commissioned Patricia to Sudan.  On Wednesday, we 

began solidifying plans for our March mission trip to Chiapas.  This morning, a team led 

by Pastor Lydia and Dr. Cuellar, OT professor at Austin Seminary, went to McAllen to 

continue efforts surrounding the Arte de Lágrimas ministry.  Last evening and this morn-

ing, there were conversations regarding a new partnership with the mission team of St. 

Mark Presbyterian Church in Boerne, Texas and expanding the scope of our partnership 

with Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

 

God is at work in your lives and in our church.  Please make plans to join us Sunday 

morning for our 6th church anniversary and the ordination/installation of church offic-

ers.  Please support our joint Community celebration of the life and legacy of the Rev. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  at 3:00 p.m. here at NCFA.. 

 

God bless and keep you all. 

James 
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January 18, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. 

New Covenant Fellowship is 
hosting a Community Celebration 

of the life and legacy of the  

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

You are invited to our joint 
celebration with he University 

Presbyterian Church, and leaders 
from the Bertha Means Sadler 

Women’s Leadership Academy 

and community 

Did you know the most effective Christian education takes place in homes  
where the adults are growing in their faith? 

Check out one of these opportunities  
for growing in 2015: 

 

Tuesday Evening Men's Bible study - 6:30pm - Kitchen 
Men are finishing up a study on the book of Judges by Tim Keller. The next topic will be selected 
by the Men’s Ministry. 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School - 9:15am - Rm. 7 
This class is studying a book by Bill Hybels and John Ortberg on the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Passion story, “The Lord's Prayer,” and several parables. The scripture is read together and then 
questions in the guide are discussed, making it real to current life.  
 

Thursday Afternoon 12noon–1 pm 
at the home of Connie Jones – 5107 Edenbourgh Ln. 

(north of 290 East, just past Springdale) A study of the writings of the Apostle Paul.  
All welcome, bring a bag lunch as desired. 

January 18, 2015    
during our 10:15 a.m. 

worship, we will      
 ordain and/or install 

new Elders and      
Deacons.   

 
We will also celebrate 
the 6th Anniversary 

for NCFA as a PCUSA 
Congregation and the 

Rev. James Lee as 
Pastor.  
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
     January 18—John Harrison         
January 25— Rev. Trish Holland 

February 1 and 8—Pastor James Lee 
February 15 —Shane Blackshear 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wil-

shire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  

is a racially diverse community informed by the 

Bible, empowered by the Holy Spirit, and moti-

vated to share God’s love with all. In response to 

God’s love, we are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully 

commit, and to implore all to worship our Lord, 

as we love our neighbors, grow in grace, and live 

by faith. 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder George Washington IV 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Jane Mack 
Women’s Ministry 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Jimmy Bohn 

Ulysses Cox 

Katie Harris 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Kathy Smith 

Carol Saddington 

 

 

January 18th 

NCFA’s 6th Church Anniversary 

Ordination and/or Installation of 

Church Officers during 

10:15 a.m. worship. 

 

January 18th 

3:00 p.m. at NCFA 

You are invited to our joint  

Celebration of the  

life and legacy of the  

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

with the University Presbyterian 

Church and leaders from the 

Community and  

Bertha Means Sadler and 

 Women’s Leadership Academy 

 

January 25th 

Family Friendly Worship 

Celebration of January Birthdays 

NCFA Session Meeting 

 

January 31st 

Tentative NCFA 

Leadership Retreat. 

 January 

1/1     Kimberly Hall  

1/3     Katie Keeler Harris  

1/4     Doug Caroom 

1/5     Michelle Bach 

1/6     Josh Harris 

1/13   Patricia Caroom 

          Tiffany Williams 

1/15   George Washington IV 

1/16    Elle Divine 

           Stacy Robinson 

1/17    Nora Quinn 

1/25    Awudizi Vida-Torku  

1/29    Roman Duran 

           Doug Smith 

              1/5 Charlie and Wonho Shin 

             1/21 Ashley and Scott Phillips  

            1/31 Oliver and Elizabeth Smith                



 

Greater Hope Center 
 

Clothing donations can be delivered to our boutique 
located at 4136 E. 12th, Austin, Texas 78723.  

 
We accept all clothing donations during the hours 

we are open: Tuesday and Thursday 4:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  

 
We will also make special arrangements for dona-

tions at other hours.  
 

Free clothing for those who need it. 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 
 

 

If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and if 
you have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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  Prayer and Praise  
Praise for the Holy Spirit and prayers of NCF getting Nancy through the past 

year of treatments for cancer. 

 

Lift up safe travel for Nancy and Richard as they travel to Illinois to celebrate 

his mother’s 90th birthday. Lift up Lara and her caregivers for a stress free 

time together.  

 

Praise for Pastor Mojica’s sermon about the Holy Spirit within us. We have to 

let the Holy Spirit work! Praise for the music provided by His Highest Praise 

Choir. 

 

Lift up the people of France as they deal with the terrorist attacks of this past 

week. Lift up a friend whose child was safely in the school across the street 

from one of the attacks.  

 

Lift up Patricia’s plans for the next trip to Sudan. There are several potential 

conflicts to overcome. Praise for the commissioning and the pep talk about 

going. Praise that Cyrus has recovered enough to return to doing surgery; lift 

up his increasing stamina as begins to expand the hours he works. Praise for 

Catherine’s birth 30 years ago during the last big snow storm in Austin—a 

memorable day for everyone.  

 

Lift up Ashley as she facilitates the “Growing Divide in Austin” presentations 

and the monthly breakfasts covering issues of diversity and inclusion. Lift up 

her ability to remain neutral in the discussions.  

 

Praise for the interesting discussions enjoyed with the middle and high school 

students lead by John, Ellis, Matt and Randy.  

 

Praise for Rey’s 30th birthday coming up this week. 

 

Lift up Rey’s friend Charlie as he grieves the death of his mother caused by 

cancer. Lift up Rey to be available to answer any hard questions Charlie may 

have.  

 

Praise for Rick’s successful surgery. Lift up his recovery which is going very 

slowly due to swelling. Lift up Lucy and Ellis for patience as they assist Rick 

raging under the influence of steroids. Praise for grandparents’ loving care of 

Luke. 

 

Praise from Pastor Mojica for the invitation to preach today at NCF. Praise 

that DJ’s latest MRI looks good! Lift up his sister to not feel lonely as she 

deals with some health issues. Lift up Pastor Lee as the Holy Spirit prepares 

him to preach at His Highest Praise Church. 

 

Praise for the birth of a daughter to Kathryn’s brother and his wife. Praise for 

a visit in Ft. Worth/Dallas with family. Praise for the good news that the PET 

scan looks clear for a friend recently diagnosed with cancer. Lift up Matthew 

as he undergoes some medical tests.  

 

Praise for God’s intervention to prevent an accident in heavy traffic as Chris 

avoided a wrecked van. Lift up Angela for good health. 

 

Praise that it has been 15 years since Mrs. Mojica received a diagnosis of 

cancer. 
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  Prayer and Praise  
Lift up Lydia and her team as they travel to McAllen to assist with 

immigrants. Also, lift up the needs of Cubans trying to enter the US. 

 

Lift up a 14 year old who is getting radiation for Stage IV cancer and may 

have chemotherapy. 

 

Lift up the treatments for John’s 8 year old nephew who has a lump on his 

neck.  

 

Lift up the mother of a dear friend of Ellis's who suffered a debilitating 

stroke.  

 

Praise that Naomi is now officially a citizen of the United States of America. 

 

Lift up Stacie as she pursues medical advice/treatment for cancer.  

 

Lift up George as he returns from Jackson, Mississippi with the twins after 

visiting his parents and running a marathon.  

 

Thanksgiving for John's sermon in the chapel, "The Spirit Upon Us." 

 

Lift up Vernon and Doris as they grieve the deaths of their neighbors; prayers 

that justice for them will be served. 

 

Prayers of healing, peace, and comfort for Rev. Dr. Peter Muroko (Tumaini 

Outreach Fellowship Presbyterian Church) following a car accident. 

 

Lift up all who are broken in spirit and faith. 

 

Lift up Susan V. for healing following her painful fall at home; praise for her 

husband's support.  

 

Prayers for Sam M.’s niece and her husband as they witness their faith on a 

West Virginia university campus. 

 

Prayers that when we receive gifts we may feel blessed and not turn them 

down in pride.  

 

Praise that when Pastor Lee began his ministry he accepted a multicultural 

church calling that has brought our congregation together to glorify God. 

 

Thanksgiving for Pastor Lee's opportunity to see the movie "Selma" (about 

Martin Luther King, Jr.), and for the courageous people then and now who 

are united against fear and hatred.  
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Genesis 1:1-5 1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth 
was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from 
God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the 
darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the first day.  
 

Acts 19:1-7   
19 While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2 He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied— 7 altogether there were about twelve of them. 

Mark 1:1-11 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.   2As it is written in 
the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 
your way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight,’” 4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am 
not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you 
with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”   9In those days Jesus came 
from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And just as he was 
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending 
like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”  
 
Our scripture from Acts this morning greets us with a single question: “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” And even though Paul asks it like it’s simple, it’s 
a loaded question, and it’s tough to answer. It’s also almost certain to be divisive, because for 
some people the answer will be “Yes,” and for some people, the answer will be “No.”   
 
The people who feel able to say “Yes” might be tempted to feel arrogant, to boast as if they 
are somehow better or more mature Christians. They might take after the Sons of Thunder, 
James and John, and ask to sit on the right and on the left hand of the Lord in heaven.   
 
The people whose answer is “No” might immediately feel defensive, as if the person asking 
the question is somehow saying their faith isn’t complete, that it isn’t good enough. Or, on the 
other hand, they might scoff, as if receiving the Holy Spirit is somehow intellectually   
 
Our scripture from Acts this morning greets us with a single question: “Did you receive the 
Holy Spirit when you became believers?” And even though Paul asks it like it’s simple, it’s 
a loaded question, and it’s tough to answer. It’s also almost certain to be divisive, because for 
some people the answer will be “Yes,” and for some people, the answer will be “No.”   
 
The people who feel able to say “Yes” might be tempted to feel arrogant, to boast as if they 
are somehow better or more mature Christians. They might take after the Sons of Thunder, 
James and John, and ask to sit on the right and on the left hand of the Lord in heaven.   
 
The people whose answer is “No” might immediately feel defensive, as if the person asking 

January 11, 2015 – Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

“The Spirit upon Us” 

Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:1-11; Acts 19:1-7 

Seminarian John Harrison 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin  

 8:15am Chapel 
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The people whose answer is “No” might immediately feel defensive, as if the person asking 
the question is somehow saying their faith isn’t complete, that it isn’t good enough. Or, on the 
other hand, they might scoff, as if receiving the Holy Spirit is somehow intellectually 
untrustworthy or bizarre, or as if the testimony of the Holy Spirit is inadmissible as evidence, or 
tends to confuse the truth.   
 
For me, as a child who was baptized into the church, I’ve known all my life that the right 
answer is “Yes.” But no one has ever taught me how to claim that yes as my own. And I don’t 
know how you would teach something like that. It’s something that just seems to happen. As 
Jesus tells Nicodemus, “The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, 
but you do not know where it comes 
from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8) The 
Holy Spirit coming upon us is something we need to witness before it can become true in our 
eyes.   
 
The Holy Spirit is something completely beyond our control, and it seems to be beyond even 
the limits of our imagination until we have seen it, until we have perceived it in our lives. And 
not only that, but it’s often beyond our range of sight. We often have to be content with a 
tunnel vision we fall into, where we couldn’t recognize the Spirit even if it was blowing in our 
faces.   
 
Acts ends with Paul quoting Isaiah to the people he can’t convince, that they will indeed 
listen, but never understand, and will indeed look, but never perceive. And there are times I 
can totally relate to that. There are times when I speak as if the very breath in my lungs is not 
the breath of life that God first breathed into the dust.  
 
The letters of Scripture make at least some kind of sense, but the Spirit of Scripture is elusive! 
The letters formed into words and sentences and handed down across the generations are so 
much more neatly packaged than a sense of trust in the Lord, a sense of confidence, a sense 
of rest and safety within the Lord’s protection. And so the baptism of John is a lot easier to 
process for someone like me as they grow up trying to understand what our faith means. I see 
I have two coats while others have none, and I repent. I see someone who is hungry, and I 
know without a doubt that my Lord has commanded me to feed them. And I repent. I take the 
call to bear fruit worthy of repentance like a spur in my side, and it keeps me awake to the 
command to love my neighbor materially, as well as spiritually.    
 
And that’s a crucial, critical foundation for the way of Jesus Christ. We should absolutely be 
ready to live into a new normal when we are baptized into the Christian faith. We should be 
ready to see ourselves and to see the world around us as reflected in the prophet’s eyes. But 
the baptism of John is not the baptism of Jesus. It’s not enough by itself, nor was it ever meant 
to be. The eyes of the prophet are scary indeed if we can’t see love in them, too. The eyes of 
the prophet are oppressive if we can’t see in them the desire to help. The words that tear us 
down are nothing less than violent if they come to us without the promise to build us back up 
again.  
 
I. Repentance is important, but the reason it’s not enough is that it depends on our own 
agency. It’s limited by our own willpower, and the truth of our fallen condition is that whatever 
we are able to do, or achieve, or deliver, or perform will never be enough. Paul himself says it 
in Romans when he says “For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is 
what I do.” St. Augustine testifies to ten years of hard struggle to make himself righteous, and 
when all he makes himself is miserable, he hears the Spirit say with kindness and 
encouragement, “Why are you relying on yourself, only to find yourself unreliable?” 
 
If you hear nothing else today, beloved, imagine hearing God say to you, “No, dummy! Stop 
being so stubborn and let me help you! My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  
 
Repentance and forgiveness are essential, because we all screw up, and we all need grace. 
And that is what John’s name means in Hebrew, “God is gracious.” But the human condition 
also means we need help. We need someone to deliver us from the house of bondage before 
we can be free. And that’s what the name Jesus means in Hebrew: “God helps,” or “God 
delivers,” or “God is freedom.”  
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+3:8&version=NRSV
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When we try to be righteous by ourselves, we taste only despair, and so Jesus came to be 
righteous with us, for us, and in spite of us, so that we might know the taste of milk and honey.
   
Trying to work our way to righteousness is like Martha clanging around in the kitchen while 
Jesus and Mary sit in the living room to take a rest and enjoy each other’s company.   
 
I like the way the Gospel of John puts it even better, when Jesus says, “You have already 
been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. 
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches.” To bear fruit worthy of 
repentance, we need to abide in the vine. It is the vine that will supply us with what we need to 
be a healthy branch.   
 
When the prophet Jeremiah promises a righteous branch of David will be raised up, he names 
that branch with a phrase, “The Lord is our righteousness.” Not ourselves. Not the river 
Jordan. Not the laws we keep or the laws we repent from breaking. The Lord is our 
righteousness, and the Lord sends out the Holy Spirit to give us comfort that this is so.    
 
If we put our hope in the baptism of John alone, it’s like we’re saying “Tomorrow I will be 
ready.” “Tomorrow I’ll have what it takes.” Maybe tomorrow I’ll be ready to be a good husband. 
Maybe tomorrow I’ll have what it takes to be a good father. Maybe tomorrow I can be a good 
mother, a good wife, a good daughter, a good neighbor, a good citizen, a good steward, a 
good leader. But if we live like that, our life will pass us by like fruit slowly withering on the 
vine, and we will be left bitter and cold, without joy or comfort.  
 
That was never the message God had in store for us. That was never the message God sent 
the prophets to say. The gospel of Jesus Christ isn’t just the hope that we can say “Yes” to 
God tomorrow. It’s the assurance that God says “Yes” to us today. Jesus calls us into this 
obedience and into this faith “so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be 
complete.” The Holy Spirit comes “so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.” The One who created us has said “Yes” to us so that God’s joy can grow within 
us, and so our joy can be complete.  
 
Paul sums it up simply in his letter to the Galatians when he asks, “Does God supply you 
with the Spirit and work miracles among you by your doing the works of the law, or by 
your believing what you heard?” 
 
Well, hear it and believe it, Children of Light. It is not our righteousness that makes God love, 
but God’s love that makes us righteous. Before you can say “Yes” to the Lord, the Lord has 
already said “Yes” to you. The Lord is our righteousness, and the price of our freedom has 
already been paid.   
 
II. That gets us to verse 5 of today’s scripture from Acts:  “On hearing this they were 

baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul laid his hands on them, the Holy 
Spirit came upon them. And they spoke in tongues and prophesied.   
 
While most of us know, doctrinally at least, to say “Yes” when someone asks us, “Did you 
receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” it’s hard not to get hung up on the part 
about speaking in tongues, and prophesying, of seeing visions, and dreaming dreams.   
 
One of my good friends from a past adventure, named Jason, put it plainly, in four 
straightforward words that have stuck with me since he said them to me over three years ago. 
He grew up in a very religious household, and was educated in a very religious school; and yet 
he still wasn’t able to say “Yes,” and he still wasn’t able to agree that he had indeed received 
the Holy Spirit. He could not say the grace of faith was within him, because for him, it all came 
down to the question “Where are the miracles?” 
 
And that’s a very reasonable place to get hung up. The New Testament says, after all, that we 
know Jesus is the messiah because the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 
Jesus and the apostles did all these deeds of power, wonders, and signs so that it might be 
abundantly clear that when they say our sins have been forgiven, they say it with authority.   
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But where does this authority leave us when my friends die of exposure, or addiction, or a car 
wreck, or cancer? Where does this authority leave us when people with physical and mental 
disabilities continue to be reduced to begging in the street? What miracles do I have to offer to 
back up the assurance that God loves them, even when all the world is telling them the exact 
opposite? I cannot raise the dead. I cannot heal the sick. I cannot cast out demons, nor can I 
kiss a leper clean. By what authority, then, can anyone believe me when I say with conviction 
and with every ounce of hope in my body that God loves them?  
 
While the Lord has not given us the authority to offer conclusive proof, that does not mean we 
cannot offer testimony. We cannot prove to someone that the Holy Spirit is at work in 
ourselves and in the community around us, but we can offer witness to what the Holy Spirit 
has done in our lives.  
 
Make no mistake—I believe in miracles. When a son forgives his father and peace abides 
within him, that is a miracle. When someone is laid low by depression and somehow manages 
to get out of bed in the morning, that is a miracle. When a child is conceived, and born, and 
grows into a healthy adult, that is a miracle. When you hurt someone, judge them, reject them, 
scorn them, and deride them, and then they receive you into their house again, that is a 
miracle. And it grows and it flowers out of a power, and a presence, and a deep abiding love 
that we cannot create.  
 
When we stand at the foot of the cross in our Good Friday moments, and it feels all but certain 
that God has left us orphaned, a spark remains alive within us, waiting for even the tiniest 
flutter of wind. When the embers die down low and the light is all but gone, a little spark 
remains, waiting for someone to kneel down beside the ashes and blow, first gently, and then 
with all their lungs can hold, to fan up the flames and to keep the fire burning, even when it 
cannot keep burning on its own. We are baptized into the hope and the promise that someone 
is always going to be there for us to keep the fire burning. In our baptism, we are never alone.
  
 
III. I don’t think I will ever forget the experience of my confirmation, when I and all the other 13-
year-olds made our first public professions of faith, kneeled at the altar, and received the 
laying on of hands. I could feel all the hands that had raised me, that had lifted me up when I 
had fallen, that had promised to hold me and watch out for me, gathering together to seal my 
membership in the church.  
 
God knows us all individually, and even knows the number of hairs on our heads; but God’s 
covenant is not made or kept on an individual basis. God’s covenant is with the church. The 
many hands laying down upon me were the same hands that lift up our faith in God together. 
And when I received the laying on of hands, I didn’t speak in tongues, but I did rise with a firm 
conviction that I was now one of the bearers of that faith. God’s covenant with us is carried 
across many shoulders tied together and bound together by the Holy Spirit. When I am weak 
in my faith, the hands around me are strong for me. When they are weak, it will be my turn to 
be strong for them. And in that Spirit, be there laughter or weeping and gnashing of teeth, 
there is a deep and abiding joy that we can trust to never be out of reach.  
 
We are gathered and bound together as the body of Christ to stand with boldness in the face 
of doubt. We hold onto hope in the people the rest of the world has declared hopeless. We 
hold fast to the good news that in Jesus Christ, we have been set free to choose the master 
we serve in this life. We proclaim the image of God upon each child we baptize, and we go out 
into the world as if the heavens had torn apart, a dove descended and landed right on our 
heads, and said beyond all shred of doubt, “This is my child, whom I love, and with whom I 
am well pleased.”   
 
If you can hear that and believe it, then instead of seeing someone in their shame and judging 
them, we can look at them as if they have a dove on their heads, too. If you can surrender 
your own desire to earn God’s love and trust in the good news that God loves you already, 
then you might find yourself suddenly speaking a language of love in a way that anybody you 
come across can understand. If you can stop fighting long enough to hear that the victory has 
already been won, that God’s grace is sufficient, you might be able to hear the Spirit 
whispering in your heart, “Abba, Father,” and teaching you how to pray.  
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If we take time to rest amidst our many labors, we might be able to remember that these 
commandments have been given so that the joy of Jesus Christ might dwell within us, and our 
joy may be complete.  
 
If we can labor with joy and continue smiling even when we are hungry, you can shine a light 
in the world that will cut the darkness in two, and you can offer testimony by the grace of God 
and the power of the Holy Spirit that death does not win, that the powers of this world do not 
have the last say, and that nothing, not death, nor life, nor shame, nor sorrow, nor silence, nor 
anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. In the moments when you know these words to be true, then watch out, world, because 
the Holy Spirit is upon you, and is getting ready to get down to business. 

Amen.  May it be so!! 

January 11, 2015 – Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

“The Spirit upon Us” 

Genesis 1:1-5; Mark 1:1-11; Acts 19:1-7 

Seminarian John Harrison 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin  

 8:15am Chapel 
 

"May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you  

      from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it,  

      as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright,  

     even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people  

                 and their causes that need you most, 

and by making you anxious  

                                 to be there to help.  Amen.  
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

Buildings & Grounds is in 
need of persons to help 
one or more days a month 
with light cleaning and set 
up for Sunday worship. 
This would typically be 
done on a Friday or Satur-
day and require between 
one and two hours of your 

time.  

For details see Tim Lenz, 

Chairperson Buildings & 

Grounds 

NCFA Women’s Ministry 

Important Dates and Opportunities 
 

 
March 8, 2015 

Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday: 
We honor women who contribute their gifts to the church  

and community and lift up the bond between young and senior  
women in God’s household. Resources available. 

 
 

June 18-21, 2015 
Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women 

Minneapolis, MN 
For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the 
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or 
free— and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
                             ––1 Corinthians 12:12–27 

DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER NOTICES 

During Georgette Kleinpeter’s  

FMLA Dec. 15 – Feb. 15 

the deadline for putting information in the 

“NCFA Newsletter” is Wednesday at 9pm. 

Please send to Trish Holland  

at geotriholland@yahoo.com.  Thank you! 

mailto:geotriholland@yahoo.com

