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FROM THE  
PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings/Saludos, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin! 

 

Among many exclusive features of New Covenant Fel-
lowship of Austin is to show their affection to fellow 
members and visitors with either a handshake or a 
hugshake.  
 

On my first Sunday at NCFA, last November 6th, I had the 
chance to meet the creator of the hugshake, Jacob Lew 
(10), when he and his mother Bonnie led the assurance 
of pardon and passing of the peace of that Worship Ser-
vice and I loved it. Later I learned that while it originally 
was just a grammatical mishap by Jacob that caused 
laughter it became a more inclusive expression of show-
ing both pardon and peace every Sunday Worship at 
NCFA. 
   

If you have not visited with us lately or yet, I encourage 
you to do so soon to be greeted with either a handshake 
or a hugshake - or both. Let us show the delight of having 
you in the Koinonia of NCFA.  

 

Peace/Paz/Shalom: Pastor Jesse 
 

Rev. Jesus Juan Gonzalez 
“Jesse”  



July 1, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 Thank you from Pastor Jesse for your prayer support and visits 
this past week.  Praise for healing and being able to be in 
worship this morning. 

 Lift up Trish to be filled with family love and support. 
 Praise for the Aldas family, including the newest member, being 

able to worship with us this morning. 
 Lift up expanded time and energy, strength, calm, and 

perseverance for Dawn as she digs out from under an avalanche 
of family stressors this week: due to advancing Alzheimer’s her 
father was admitted to a Memory Care unit; her mother fell and 
broke a hip; and her brother needs to be admitted to a rehab 
unit.   

 Praise for the NCF members who worked the w-h-o-l-e garage 
sale Saturday. Kimberley’s cookies alone brought in 
$40.00.  Many, many items found new homes and no longer 
need to reside in paid storage.  

 Lift up travel mercies for the Mojica family as they travel to 
Wisconsin for the National Gymnastics Competition.  Lift up 
calm, concentration, and strength for Christian and Angel as 
they compete at this elite level.  Lift up love, tolerance, good 
humor, and generosity between family members so they can 
enjoy the entire time together.  

 Lift up a seminarian whose mother fell and broke a hip.  Her 
condition is worsening and the family may have to face very 
difficult decisions.  Lift up God’s grace and wisdom to surround 
them all. 

 Praise for a friend who has Alzheimer’s and is recovering nicely 
from a broken hip.  The rehab unit is treating her well. 

 Praise for Mary and Randy having an interesting and insightful 
20th High School Reunion.  

 Thank you to Summer Intern Jenny for the sermon today as well 
as the homily at the Wednesday evening service.  After a 
particularly difficult day her words were comforting.  

 Lift up travel mercies for Caly’s sister Isabel as she returns from 
the Dominican Republic.  

 Praise! Craig has a new bicycle!  It is lighter and easier for him 
to manage to lift onto the bus when he goes to work.  

 Praise for the members who represented NCF at Presbytery.  
 Lift up safe travel and good times for the many friends and 

families on the road this summer.  
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Sunday,  July 2nd     

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez   

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  
share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  
of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  
racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 
with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 
to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  
worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 
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In case you were unaware of the selection of the texts for the week, I have 

been using the Revised Common Lectionary, which directs us to certain 

scriptures, taking a three year tour of the bible.  So that this happens to be 

the text for the Sunday has nothing to do with the fact that my mother-in-

law is in town this weekend.  

 
In fact, this week’s text is only a little further on from last week’s text, 

when we heard about how Jesus had assembled his twelve disciples and is 

giving them instructions for going out to proclaim the gospel. And he em-

powers the disciples to go forth as healers, tending those who are sick and 

needy. But this is no easy task. Once assembled he not only gives them 

authority for what they will do, he warns them of what this will do to 

them.  

 
Which leads us to some very grim and challenging texts. Instead of focus-

ing on the unity we strive for and hope for, these verses show how broken 

relationships can be. And what makes it confusing is that Jesus seems to 

be saying this is what he wants. He says, “Do not think that I have come 

to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 

sword” (10:34). That doesn’t sound like the Jesus I know and love, but 

here it is in scripture. So the question is, WHY, Jesus? Why? Why would 

you say this? Why would you seem to condone violence? Why would you 

talk about family betraying family? Why would you seem to ask us not to 

love our closest relatives? Why? You say I am supposed to love you 

more, but what does that mean? Why am I risking alienation from my 

family? The answer? Well... it’s complicated. 

 

Perhaps it is so hard to hear where God is loving in this text because ra-

ther than focusing on the uplifting message of Jesus’ ministry, it speaks to 

the harsh realities of a broken world. In the verses before today’s reading 

Jesus is sending his disciples out like “sheep into the midst of 

wolves” (10:16)… he tells them to anticipate all kinds of persecution: 

court trials, floggings, and family betrayals: “Brother will betray brother 

to death, and a father his child, and children will rise against parents and 

have them put to death; and you will be hated by all because of my 

name” (10:21-22). And after this Jesus says in verse 26, “Have no fear of 

them!” Jesus is basically saying, “Do not panic when your family is upset 

because choosing me over them IS a big deal.” Jesus is saying: “I know 

that things are going to be hard, but that doesn’t mean that what I am ask-

ing you to do isn’t worthwhile. It is worth MORE than anything else, even 

more than your families, even more than your own life.”  

I Love You More 
 

Matthew 10:34-39 and Romans 6:1-11 
 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 25th, 2017: 3rd Sunday in Pentecost 

 

Jenny Saperstein 
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The disciples are not going out into a feel-good Leave-it-to-Beaver kind 

of world. That this is what would have been normal to expect says a great 

deal about why the world needed to hear Jesus’ good news in the first 

place – the world desperately needs to know God’s radical love so they 

can live in loving relationship with one another. Consider this: family 

bonds in the ancient world weren’t based on love alone, if at all. The fam-

ily unit is also called the household, and it was a structure of authority. 

The household structure had the father as the ultimate authority, but there 

were other ranks of control in the household, often divided by gender, and 

nearly every household also had slaves as a part of that system. Under this 

authority structure, what the master of the house said or believed was 

what the rest of the household was supposed to believe as well. Anything 

different was a punishable offense. Moreover, the social order was based 

in honor and shame.  To believe different wasn’t just an offense, it was a 

blemish on the entire household. And it was that way of thinking that vali-

dated honor killings. This type of social structure still exists today in some 

cultures, which can inflict horrific violence, most often against women 

and girls who are the most vulnerable with the least power in these house-

hold structures. Jesus knows that his message challenges those power 

structures. Those structures are threatened by Jesus’ message of God’s 

radical love. AND THAT IS A GOOD THING! But it is a dangerous 

thing.  

 
We must remember to hear the authoritative power structures that are be-

ing ruptured when Jesus talks about setting man against father, daughter 

against mother, daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. The power 

structure is not being overturned simply because it is, but it is being over-

turned in favor of accepting Christ as the only true authority for all rela-

tionships. In these passages, Jesus is being honest and bracing his disci-

ples for the high costs of discipleship. To be a follower of Jesus was very 

likely to be at odds with the head of house and all the other dynamics of 

power in the household. To proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord is to put God 

before the household, to put God before family. To proclaim the gospel is 

to say, if I am forced to claim membership in a household let me dwell in 

the house of the Lord! If I must submit to authority let it be to that of my 

Heavenly Father! For God LOVES us. God has created us to be in loving 

relationship with God. God created us in God’s image to be in loving rela-

tionship with one another. Love that is not based on freedom and equality 

and has no room for authority and power, apart from God. 

 
 

I Love You More 
 

Matthew 10:34-39 and Romans 6:1-11 
 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 25th, 2017: 3rd Sunday in Pentecost 

 

Jenny Saperstein 



July 1, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 
So when Jesus says he has not come to bring peace, but a sword, Jesus is 

reminding his followers that he is not here to keep the status quo. Jesus is 

saying that peace does not come from maintaining this type of hierarchy 

in families; peace does not flow from protecting the family name or hon-

or. Peace is not found in pride. Nor does peace come from the Roman 

Empire’s Pax Romana so-called-peace of the sword through violent op-

pression. True peace is not upheld by endless military occupations. Jesus 

is telling us that the true peace of God is what happens only after the 

world is turned upside down. True peace comes only after fighting against 

oppression of all forms. And that is not meant to be cruel, but it is meant 

to overcome the injustices that are imposed by the power structures of a 

militant empire and warped patriarchal family systems. 

  
Jesus’ message is radical upheaval, but notice too, that Jesus does not 

command his disciples to take up their swords, but to take up the cross 

instead. The cross is not a symbol of power, but of vulnerability. Carrying 

around the cross is an exercise in humility, not in self-righteousness. We 

may take up a cross to follow Christ, but we do not crucify ourselves – we 

do not set out to be martyrs, but we do carry around our vulnerability. We 

know that we might be hurt, but we take the risk of speaking truth to pow-

er in love. We love Christ by challenging both society and our loved ones 

to expand their horizons to love God and neighbor. Jesus asks us to con-

front the sins that break relationships.  Jesus wants us to confront the bias-

es both in ourselves and in our relatives and friends. To overcome our 

pride and our prejudices and become vulnerable. We do this to follow 

Christ to a vision of renewed relationships – all people in full community 

with one another. We do this because we know there is no other authority 

but Christ. We do this because God’s kingdom is built by love extended 

beyond family to the unfamiliar. We follow Christ by reconciling the es-

tranged and welcoming the stranger.  

 
As hard as it is to be vulnerable by openly defying unjust authority and 

corrupt power figures, how much harder is it to do put God before a be-

loved parent or child? How much harder is it to risk losing the relation-

ships we hold dear, the people we love the most? How can we say, Jesus, 

I love you more? Why would we want to say it? Families are more than 

household social structures of authority. Families are still the first place 

we experience love and the interdependence and interconnectedness of 

human relationships. And yet Jesus says, “whoever loves father or mother 

more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter 

more than me is not worthy of me.”  

I Love You More 
 

Matthew 10:34-39 and Romans 6:1-11 
 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 25th, 2017: 3rd Sunday in Pentecost 

 

Jenny Saperstein 
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But Jesus does not say DO NOT love your family. Jesus says do not love 

them MORE than you love him. Because Jesus is asking us to love in a 

radically different way – a way that is deeper than familial bonds.  

 
God reminds us that there is more depth and breadth to love than the bond 

between parent and child. We get it wrong if we see the family as the first 

source of love, because it is God’s love for us, manifest in all creation that 

allows for love at all. At their best, families are models of love. But saying 

“I Love you More, Jesus” is saying even the most intimate love I have 

with my family can be better if it includes the freedom for us to love God 

and care for our neighbor. We cannot truly love one another if we keep 

one another from following God by making ourselves more important, 

through idealized devotion or structural authority. The love of Christ is 

what liberates us in our relationships, it frees us from being self-centered 

by allowing us to be self-giving, following God’s gracious love which is 

embodied in the dynamic unity of the Holy trinity.  

 
Because God first said “I love the world” we are here. And God was pre-

sent with us in Jesus Christ. Jesus taught us how to love God and neigh-

bor, and sent out his disciples to proclaim God’s love for all. And Jesus 

showed us what it means to be truly vulnerable to love through his death 

on a cross. And in Christ’s resurrection we know that God’s love will al-

ways triumph over our brokenness. Because we have been baptized in 

Christ we too have died to sin and live in grace. Because we live in a new 

life in Christ, we can now turn to God and say I LOVE YOU more than 

sin! And because we say I love you more to God, God asks us to take up 

our crosses and follow Christ in being vulnerable to the world, proclaim-

ing God’s love and loving our neighbors.  

 
Those of us who have decided to love God more than anything else, find 

that our new life in Christ is what allows us to feel the pain of those who 

are least protected. Loving God more means grieving for those who are 

victims of violence. Loving God more means outrage on behalf of those 

who are trapped without rights. It means aiding those who are fleeing per-

secution and offering sanctuary to those who seek it. Loving God more is 

protecting those who are at risk for simply being who they are. Jesus calls 

us to take up our crosses and follow him, breaking away from toxic rela-

tionships, dying to sin, and being alive to God. That is our mission. We 

are called to go out into the world to build new relationships that break 

down barriers, seek justice for the oppressed, and be vulnerable as we pro-

claim the saving death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s ultimate “I 

LOVE YOU MORE.” 

I Love You More 
 

Matthew 10:34-39 and Romans 6:1-11 
 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 25th, 2017: 3rd Sunday in Pentecost 

 

Jenny Saperstein 
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Café Justo  
 
 
 
Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Ur-
bina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure, organic coffee 
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of jus-
tice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on 
their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Commit-
tee.  Please see Caly Fernández to place an order.  Coffee is 
available in 1 and 5 pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is 
$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medium roast 
and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee will 
be delivered biweekly to NCFA. 

 

Contact Caly to make your purchase  
today!  (512)228-4712 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HYMN SING and POTLUCK DINNER  

 

NCFA is invited to join Genesis Church on July 2, 
2017. There will an opportunity for  

everyone to select their favorite hymns. 
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 

 
If you are able to donate food items to this table, please 
feel free to do so and bless you for 
your contribution.  Paper bags with 
handles are also needed and if you 
have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Jesus (Jesse) Gonzalez 
Interim Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

* 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  
Ulysses Cox 
Rey Mojica 
Ashley Phillips 
Scott Phillips 
Cathy Trifiro 
Roxann Vallejo 

              

 

2
nd

         4
th

 Sunday after Pentecost 
 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 
              Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

 
4

th
  The church office will be closed in 
 observance  of Independence Day.   

 
    6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 
   7:00pm Bible Study 
 

5
th 

      5:30pm  Worship Committee Meets 
   6:30pm Fellowship Dinner 
   7:00pm  Bible Study 
6th-9th  
  MoRanch Multicultural Conference, 

Pastor Jesse and CRE Vi Lee, and Teens.  
 

9
th

           4
th

  Sunday  after Pentecost 
 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

      Jenny Saperstein,  
APTS Summer Intern 

 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 
(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

             JULY 

 1
st 

    Ausley Trifiro                
    Grace Holland 
3

rd 
    Aisha Adjei    

8
th

     Rev. Bill Harris                        
9

th 
    Ireland F. Sullivan            

11
th

   George Holland       
    Genevieve Booth        
13

th
   Jayvin Mojica         

15
th

   Chris Unegbu                          
16

th
   Lara Tallman           

    Rachel Draper-Marion    
18

th
   Emily Smith              

    Ericson Stumberg         
20

th
    Naomi Jones                    

    Uly Cox, Sr.   
23

rd
    Danita Nelson           

    Colton Sullivan                                                                                                              
    Ulysses Cox, Jr.                                  
29

th
   Bonnie Lew  

4th   Colton and Stephanie Sullivan  

11th   Robert and Genevieve Booth  

22nd  Richard and Nancy Tallman 

July 2017 


