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Dear NCFA Family and Friends, 

 

We had a wonderful time in the Lord on Tuesday.  We were blessed to have 

guests from Covenant Presbyterian Church and students and staff from Austin 

Seminary to join us for food, fun, and fellowship. 

Abraham Weaver came home and it "showed out."  It was a joy to reconnect 

and to sing familiar songs with an ole friend.  As his pastor, I had the joy of com-

missioning him for the work he's called to do in the city of Austin. 

Please join me in celebrating our Deacons, who organized the event, served us a 

great meal, and came out in full force!  Between the generosity of each person 

and the donors/purchasers of items in the silent auction, we were able to raise 

additional funds to help with emergency needs. 

I'm grateful for Rev. Jeff Saddington, who covered Ash Wednesday while I was 

in San Antonio.  We have a great group of leaders who are very capable of hon-

oring God and blessing our church family and community with your 

gifts.  Thank you for serving. 

Please remember that the Lenten season is supposed to draw us closer to God. 

God desires our hearts more than the sacrifices we make throughout the season. 

I have asked you to identify your goals so that you know why you are sacrificing 

and struggling during this season and year.  The outcomes and accomplished 

goals make the challenges more worthwhile. 

On Sunday, seminarian Sam Okyere Mireku will preach at the 8:15am chapel 

service. Worship will take place at the NCFA Chapel on the Perry Estate. 

We will have a child-friendly, family-friendly worship service on Sunday. We 

will be blessed by the NCFA Children and Youth Choir singing and Nikkie 

Shubitz providing a Time with our Children.  After worship, you are invited to 

go into Rm. 7 for the continued Belhar Confession conversations. Childcare will 

take place in my office and be supervised by Ms. Utopia Williams.  Please pray 

for our Session as we deliberate over important matters with regard to our 

church and its ministries. 

Pray for the women of our church, who will be leading us in worship next week 

as a part of "Celebration of the Gift of Women Sunday.  Rev. Lydia Hernandez 

will preach at 8:15am and CRE Estela Sifuentes will preach at 10:15am on the 

8th.   

2 Thessalonians 1:11 
11 To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of 

his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every work of faith by 

his power, 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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  Conversations around 
the Belhar Confession 

Sundays February 22 and March 1 

12:30 – 2:00pm 
  

A lively study of the “Belhar Confession” 

 Deacon Ashley Phillips, Convener 

Soup and sandwich lunch and childcare provided. 

  

The “Belhar Confession” is the first confession from the 

Global South to be considered for inclusion in The Book of 

Confessions of the Presbyterian Church USA.  For a copy, 

see pcusa.org/resources/belhar. 
 

Childcare will take place in Pastor Lee’s office.  NCFA, 

we need to make sure that we picked up our children 

and cleaned the Nursery prior to 12:30 p.m.  

LENTEN DEVOTIONAL STUDY 

Six-Week Study Hosted  

by Genesis Presbyterian Church 
 

 Curriculum:  Austin Seminary 

Lenten Devotional     

 Led by: Seminarian Cliff Frederick  
 cliff.frederick@student.austinseminary.edu 

 

 Where: GPC Library 

     When: Morning/Evening options 

Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am  

- Feb. 19, 26, Mar. 2, 12, 19 

  OR 

Tuesdays, 7-8pm - Feb. 24,  

Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  
 

Please note: These events will not have child 

care or meals provided.  Please plan  

accordingly.   

https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=x5HYYCb_Ek6CKpVwC6OLTG80mXvgCtIIHtituxLmsYSJEIhwSfWhZCkghColb22sbBdLu8rmHFY.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fpcusa.org%2fresources%2fbelhar
https://connect.emailsrvr.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=F38YP3GJw0yte_XkjjOpRxr5CyJNFdIImnBtc7tSmdsEoYYY4HgKuLOrijevcOBGbuNPAX86Xpc.&URL=mailto%3acliff.frederick%40student.austinseminary.edu
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To ensure that we best support the Lenten Devotional 

hosted by Genesis and led by Cliff,  

the Rev. Jeff Saddington will offer the 6-class series on 

the Gospel of Mark  

after Easter and starting April 9th.   

 

He will facilitate the class using the book Mark’s 

Gospel from Scratch, by Griggs and Myers.   

The study will take place on Thursday evenings April 

9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th, May 7th and 14th.   

Please express your interest so that we can coordinate 

space with Genesis.  Please note, this event will not 

have child care or meals provided.  Please plan 

accordingly.   

 Four areas of focus for 2015 
1.     Retain and minister to visitors 

and members through personal 
contacts, strengthening families, 

ministry-driven events, and 
identifying and utilizing the 

numerous gifts of our members. 
2.     Better utilize social media and other modes of 
communication to celebrate our ministry, share 
resources, and organize ourselves. 
3.     Enhance our Children and youth ministries through 
mentoring, attending their extracurricular activities, 
utilizing their gifts in worship, and assisting in the 
Nursery and church 
school. 

4.    Continuing to 
emphasize Market-place 
ministry and identify the 
various ministries within 
our church and community.  



Leaders from 10 of the Austin area Presbyterian Churches have been 

working on a sermon series for the Lenten Season.  The theme is “Worth 

1000 Words.”  As Pastor Lee and others preach sermons throughout the 

Lenten Season, please consider images that help you express your faith, 

illustrate your emotions, and draw you closer to God.   

"Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary use words." - Francis of Assisi   
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Please continue to pray for all of our  
Mission and Evangelism efforts:   

 
Austin Club House, Austin Presbyterian Seminary,   

Cabo, Café Justo, Chiapas, Patterson Park Commu-
nity Gardens, Cuba, Mo-Ranch, NCFA Health Fair, 

Summer Food Program, and Sudan 
 

 CroP Walk  —  March 1st 

Coming up: Chiapas Mission Trip 
 

March 18-25, 2015 
 

Minute mission and fundraising  
will be February 8th.  

Please see Elder Caly Fernandez  
and Rev. Lydia Hernandez 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d
 
R

iv
e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
      

February 22 – Sam Okyere Mireku 

March 1 – Sam Mancillas 

March 8 – Rev. Lydia Hernandez 

March 15 – Estela Sifuentes, CRE 

March 22 – 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wil-

shire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encourage 

seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
 

Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Study of the  

Belhar Confession  

Sundays February 22 & March 1 

12:30 – 2:00pm 

 

February 22 

Family Friendly Worship 

NCFA Session Meeting 

 

February 24  6:30 –9:00 pm     

Men’s Ministry Dinner and Bible 

Study, in the NCFA Kitchen 

 

February 25  6:30pm     

Churchwide Potluck Dinner, in 

the NCFA Kitchen  

       

February 26  12noon     Bible 

Study at Connie Jones’s home 

    February 28   8:30am      

4th Saturday Morning Bible Study 

in the NCFA Kitchen 

 FEBRUARY 

2/1      Tim Lenz 
2/6      Rey Mojica 
2/7      Gina Cox 
           Tracey Lenz 
2/8      Angel Hernandez 
           Yejae Shin 
2/9     Mary Ann Akujor 
2/11   Pastor James Lee 
2/12   Destiny Edwards 
2/14   Reece Listach 
    “     MaryAnn Ramirez 
2/17   Ashley Phillips 
2/20   Nikkie Shubitz 
          Eli Smith 
2/26   Navy Dajae Shin 
          Oliver Smith  

               2/24 Mary and Randy Mojica 
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  Prayer and Praise  
February 15, 2015 

 

 Praise that Ben's mother Ann finished six weeks of 

rehab! Thanksgiving for her joy in being able to 

attend our Ash Wednesday service.  

 Lift up Jerry’s mother Mary Ann who is in the 

hospital with pneumonia. Lift up discernment and 

respect as the siblings discuss how best to help her 

going forward. Praise that there has been some 

improvement in her condition as of Monday. 

 Lift up Stacie for comfort, strength, and peace. 

Lift up her mother and James as they assist her.  

 Prayers for this world's overwhelming issues and 

the Holy Spirit's intervention. 

 Lift up our church and our fragile congregation 

for strengthening and being reminded of what a 

special place and special people we have. 

 Lift up traveling mercies and good gymnastics 

competitions for the Mojica family.   

 Lift up balance and guidance for Mary as she 

discerns when to say yes and when to say no.   

 Praise for honest conversations with NCF children 

and the greater appreciation they give to the 

adults. Praise for the blessing of seeing results of 

prayer for each child. 

 Praise for Rey’s daughter being in worship with him. 

 Lift up healing of an upper respiratory affliction            

for Vi. 

 Lift up Jenny and her family as they grieve the 

recent death of her great aunt. 

 Lift up the discussion concerning the Belhar 

Confession that the presbyteries are voting this 

spring on whether to include in The Book of 

Confessions.   

 Praise for the diversity within NCF.  
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  Prayer and Praise  
February 15, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Lift up a resolution for a disagreement between 

Caly’s mother and a neighbor. 

 Praise! Daughter Cheryl has a job! Lift up her 

ability to perform her duties. 

 Lift up Tiffany’s stepfather who has taken on 

increased responsibilities within the United 

Methodist denomination on top of pastoring a 

church. The extra work will take him away from 

home during the week and he will only be home on 

weekends. Lift up strength, flexibility, and love to 

sustain his marriage.   

 Praise for the friendship reunion of Trish, Jim, and 

Janelle.   

  Praise for answered prayer that Sam M.'s sister's 

test results are negative. Alma sends thanks to 

NCF for all prayers on her behalf. 

  Praise God that John H. is finding "the way being 

made clear" for ministry and that he passed ALL of 

his ordination exams!  

  Thanksgiving for the freedom to demonstrate all 

sides of issues in our country. Lift up ongoing 

immigration concerns as well as prison reforms. 

  Lift up James for lightened burdens and the 

strength to "run this race with perseverance." 

  Lift up Pam N. 

  Thanksgiving for Shane B.'s sermon, "The Veil and 

the Unveiling," and the reminder that we need each 

other. Like NCF, we can reach across racial divides 

to live as God wants us to live. 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 Buildings & Grounds is in need of persons to help 

one or more days a month with light cleaning and set 

up for Sunday worship. This would typically be done 

on a Friday or Saturday and require between one 

and two hours of your time.   For details see Tim 

Lenz, Chairperson Buildings & Grounds 

 Congregational Life  is in need of folks with the gift 

of hospitality and/or planning events. Contact Mary 

Mojica at maryjomojica@yahoo.com 

 

After worship:  Enjoy fellowship.  Put away the Bibles 

and Hymnals.  Collect the brown baskets and attend-

ance sheets.  Throw away our trash.  Empty waste bas-

kets in the classrooms,  restroom, and kitchen. 



 

Greater Hope Center 
 

Clothing donations can be delivered to our boutique 
located at 4136 E. 12th, Austin, Texas 78723.  

 
We accept all clothing donations during the hours 

we are open: Tuesday and Thursday 4:30 p.m. until 
7 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. until 2 p.m.  

 
We will also make special arrangements for dona-

tions at other hours.  
 

Free clothing for those who need it. 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 
 

 

If you are able to donate food items to 
this table, please feel free to do so and 
bless you for your contribution.  Paper 
bags with handles are also needed and if 
you have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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Did you know the most effective Christian education takes place in homes  
where the adults are growing in their faith? 

Check out one of these opportunities for growing in 2015: 
 

Tuesday Evening Men's Bible Study - 6:30pm - Kitchen 
Men are finishing up a study on the book of Judges by Tim Keller. The next topic will be selected 
by the Men’s Ministry. 

 

Thursday Noon Bible Study, 12 noon –1 pm 
at the home of Connie Jones – 5107 Edenbourgh Ln. 

(north of 290 East, just past Springdale) A study of the writings of the Apostle Paul.  
All welcome, bring a bag lunch as desired. 

 

4th Saturday Adult Bible Study, 8:30 am   
Chapter 3 of "Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians" 

by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Sunday School - 9:15am - Rm. 7 
This class is studying a book by Bill Hybels and John Ortberg on the Sermon on the Mount, the 
Passion story, “The Lord's Prayer,” and several parables. The scripture is read together and then 
questions in the guide are discussed, making it real to current life.  

NCFA Women’s Ministry 

Important Dates and Opportunities 
 

 

February 25, Wednesday  The Wednesday Noon Bible Study will be held 
at the  home of  Connie Jones, 5107 Edenbourgh Lane.  They will study 
Horizons, “Reconciling  Paul:   A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians” 
by Elizabeth Hinson-Hasty. 
 
February 28, Saturday  The 4th Saturday Morning Bible Study group 
(formally the 4th  Wednesday Evening Bible Study) will be held in the 
kitchen at 8:30 A.M.  Lesson 4 of  Horizons, “Reconciling Paul:  A Con-
temporary Study of 2 Corinthians” by Elizabeth  Hinson-Hasty will be 
studied. 
 
March 1, Sunday  CROP Walk, Camp Mabry. 
 
March 6, Friday  Church Women United will meet at 9:30 AM at Crestview 
United Methodist  Church, 1300 Morrow.  The program will center 
around World Day of Prayer. 
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Psalm 30:1-12  1I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, and did 

not let my foes rejoice over me. 2O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and 

you have healed me. 3O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored me 

to life from among those gone down to the Pit. 4Sing praises to the Lord, O 

you his faithful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. 5For his anger is but 

for a moment; his favor is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for the night, but 

joy comes with the morning. 6As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall never 

be moved.” 7By your favor, O Lord, you had established me as a strong 

mountain; you hid your face; I was dismayed. 8To you, O Lord, I cried, and to 

the Lord I made supplication: 9“What profit is there in my death, if I go down 

to the Pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 10Hear, O 

Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!” 11You have turned my 

mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with 

joy, 12so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will 

give thanks to you forever. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27  24Do you not know that in a race the runners all 

compete, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win 

it. 25Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they do it to receive a 

perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one. 26So I do not run aimlessly, 

nor do I box as though beating the air; 27but I punish my body and enslave it, 

so that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualified. 

 

Mark 1:40-45  40A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to 

him, “If you choose, you can make me clean.” 41Moved with pity, Jesus 

stretched out his hand and touched him, and said to him, “I do choose. Be 

made clean!” 42Immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 
43After sternly warning him he sent him away at once, 44saying to him, “See 

that you say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest, and offer 

for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” 45But he 

went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the word, so that Jesus 

could no longer go into a town openly, but stayed out in the country; and 

people came to him from every quarter. 

 

As I thought about the sermon title, I was caught with Corinthians and the image 

of the race or journey—the faith journey that all of us are on. Have you ever 

been part of a group and had everyone be chosen but you? Have you ever found 

yourself in one setting being glad that you ARE the one who was chosen and 

looking back and seeing the heartache of one who was not? As we continue to 

live in this world and to relate with each other, so much of the structures set in 

place almost keep it so that we don’t have to experience that heartache and pain 

of one who is dejected, or rejected. Then sometimes we fail to remember that 

being on the inside can be painful as you look on the outside and see those who 

are not included. 

 

I wanted the sermon today to be “Qualified to Run” because Jesus has qualified 

every one of us to run the race, Amen?! Whereas everyone may have looked and 

said, “You are disqualified because you’re  this,” or “You’re disqualified 

because of that,” Jesus says, “You are qualified because I gave my life for you. 

You are qualified because I love you. You are qualified, and I’m putting my 

righteousness upon you. Will you receive this gift that is yet for you? And when 

you run the race, run the race with the destination already assured because you 

have received me and I have received you.” Isn’t that a good thing? It’s 

something when the race is already fixed! 

“Qualified to Run” 
Psalm 30:1-12; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45    

 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
 

February 15, 2015—Transfiguration Sunday 
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I know, we’ve got to go up, go down, and go through some tough situations; 
but at the end, right when you pass through, it’s glory. It’s Glory! And to be 
with him, and even as he prayed that prayer so that those who would remain, 
when it is time for them to leave, that they would come and they would be 
where he is, and that’s our destination. That’s where we’re called to go. And 
I’m going to let you know, there may be some things that you’re not qualified 
for here on this side of glory; but on the other side of glory, oh yes, the crown 
of righteousness is already yours. Amen! 

As we work through the sermon, I want us to think about “Compassion,” 
“Cleansing,” and “Choices.” 

Compassion: 1I will extol you, O Lord, for you have drawn me up, and did 
not let my foes rejoice over me. 2O Lord my God, I cried to you for help, and 
you have healed me. 3O Lord, you brought up my soul from Sheol, restored 
me to life from among those gone down to the Pit. (Psalm 30:1-3)   

You hear the compassion coming powerfully from the psalmist as he cries out to 

extol the Lord. Sometimes we want to get out of our suffering so quickly that we 

forget what it was like to be in it and then to come out of it. The psalmist says he 

goes through the whole process and gets to a place where he is able to rejoice in 

the confidence of a God who has compassion. Our God has compassion. Over 

and over and over again, God forgives. God gives chance after chance after 

chance….Even the God of the Old Testament again and again shows 

compassion. Even in the ugliness of Revelation there is still compassion and 

grace. Compassion is shown. When the leper is there and comes before Jesus, he 

says, “If you choose to, you can heal me.” And it says that Jesus shows 

compassion. The Greek word for showing compassion illustrates a sound or 

gesture that Jesus makes.  The sound is like “Uuugh” or a a grunt coming out of 

Jesus.  They are not really sure why. Some would say the grunt is because the 

leper is calling on him again, again, and again.  To show compassion requires 

Jesus to get past himself and not say “I keep cleansing or healing you.  When are 

you going to get it?” Or there’s that grunt when you know there’s a force, 

there’s a system, there are things that happen that keep perpetually binding up 

people and families, and you say, “I’m tired of it!” Or Jesus could be grunting at 

leprosy, this disease devastating this leper and so many others, who were 

outcast.   

Lepers would have been in a colony.  To prevent others from becoming 

ceremonially uncleans by touching them, lepers would have to warn people of 

their condition by saying, “Unclean, unclean.”  Jesus could have grunted in 

response to a system that wouldn’t solve a problem.  It wouldn’t transform or 

liberate people.  The system and people in it would protect their positions or 

status.  They would let things remain the way they are----status quo, laissez 

faire. But yet Jesus has compassion. There’s a call for us to model our Master, 

having compassion. I know we can easily get “compassion fatigue.” You’re not 

called to be Christ or have a Christ complex; but I want to invite us not to harden 

our hearts. There are some times when I have to roll down the window and give, 

not because the other person has a need, but it’s because I have a need. Because 

I’ve gotten my heart a little hardened to what I can’t do and still realize, “You 

know what, Lord, you can. You can.” And so the act of compassion is not for 

them, it’s for me. And the way God is, God will make what is from me for them. 

And then we can continue to live out our core value, “Blessed to be a blessing.” 
 

“Qualified to Run” 
Psalm 30:1-12; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; Mark 1:40-45    

 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
 

February 15, 2015—Transfiguration Sunday 
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Cleansing  
The cleansing is a powerful piece because when Jesus heals the leper, he tells 
him to go and show himself to the priest. That would have been the way that 
the priest can now declare that he was clean, and that having been declared that 
he was clean, he could now be a part of society. Otherwise, he was still an 
outcast, one saying “Unclean, unclean, unclean.” There are those who don’t 
have a skin disease who found themselves walking around saying, “Unclean, 
Unclean…. I made a mistake then; I made a mistake, and God can’t forgive me. 
God can’t forgive me. You see why I am here? I made this mistake, and this is 
God’s judgment. This is why I’m here—for this reason…for that reason…and 
it ever lingers over me. Unclean, unclean, unclean.”  

And I know we don’t like talking about blood, and some have differentiated 
between what does it mean for “atonement”; and I need us to understand he 
gave his life once and for all, and he’s never going back to the cross again. That 
blood was shed for the payment of our sin. There was a cleansing that took 
place, and in Mark, Mark wants to remind us that Jesus has authority; all the 
way through these last couple of readings, these pericopes, he’s reminded us 
Jesus has authority…authority over life, authority over death, authority over 
things above and below. And it’s something when you recognize his authority 
in your life that transforms you in ways you would have never thought. And 
sometimes that cleansing is not just for what’s on the outside, it’s for what’s on 
the inside. Oh, to have the Lord cleanse your heart from brokenness, cleanse 
your heart from pain that you’ve experienced, cleanse your heart from 
relationships that have hurt you, cleanse your heart from experiences with 
people, whose faces you see again and again. A cleansing. A cleansing for the 
times when you are a victim and you get to be made a victim again, or then a 
villain. “If you only had, it never would’ve.” Cleansing, cleansing.  

Go show yourself to the priest. “But wait a minute, I know I have to do 
something to get this cleansing, right? I know I should do something—let me 
give you some money.” No. Jesus didn’t make him do a thing because he had 
already done the right thing when he came to Jesus and recognized his 
authority, his power, all at once.  

Now if we had read the Old Testament reading, it would have had a ruler 
named Naaman who had come to Elijah the prophet, and he just told him to go 
wash in the dirty river, dip himself seven times….    And the brother was 
offended! How much are we offended when someone would tell us, “If you 
really want to be cleansed, if you really want to be liberated, forgive.” How 
dare you! You don’t know what he did to me. You don’t know what she did to 
me. Would you rather pay the money or pay with health issues, because we’re 
holding onto some stuff? Is it easier to dip seven times in some dirty water to 
be made whole and to be cleansed, or is it better to hold onto it and carry it with 
you? Go and show. Oh, and by the way, when you do, don’t tell anybody. 
You’re going to see it over and over in the gospel of Mark. Every time Jesus 
says don’t tell anyone, what do they do? They tell it. You know what, Jesus, 
there’s a lesson I need to learn. ’Cuz every preacher tells folks, “We need to go 
and share the Good News. We need to let folks know that God loves them and 
they’re forgiven.” And yet folks stay within the four walls. We say, “I don’t 
know what to say.” “They may ask me a question I don’t know.” “Maybe you 
ought to keep the news to yourself….Don’t tell anybody they’re loved. Don’t 
tell anybody they’re forgiven. Let’s hold the gospel and not share it.”  

Choices:  
We all have choices. The choice that we see evident in the Psalm deals with his 

prosperity. The psalmist said, “I shall never be moved.” 7By your favor, O 

Lord, you had established me as a strong mountain; you hid your face; I was 

dismayed.”  Sometimes in our prosperity we choose to relish in it and fail to 

recognize that God made it possible for us.  It isn’t until we are in trouble or 

fail to sense God’s presence that we realize that how reliant we are upon the 

God. It is then that the psalmist is moved to prayer and asks,  
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9“What profit is there in my death, if I go down to the Pit? Will the dust praise 

you? Will it tell of your faithfulness? 10Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O 

Lord, be my helper!” 11You have turned my mourning into dancing; you have 

taken off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 12so that my soul may praise 

you and not be silent. O Lord my God, I will give thanks to you forever.” 

10Hear, O Lord, and be gracious to me! O Lord, be my helper!” 11You have 
turned my mourning into dancing; you have taken off my sackcloth and 
clothed me with joy, 12so that my soul may praise you and not be silent. O Lord 
my God, I will give thanks to you forever. 

The psalmist chooses praise God and not to be silent.  The psalmist chooses to 

give thanks to God regardless of his circumstances.  It is hard when you’d rather 

be a mourner than a rejoicer. Because the pain is what we know. The liberty is 

what we don’t know. To break that cycle? Oh, my God, I find joy when I’m with 

some other folks. I know I talked a couple months ago about the “testiphony,” 

but I do love the testimonies. I love when people try to out-tell you about the 

goodness of the Lord. Because we’re so good at telling the bad stuff—“The 

Lord didn’t do this,” and “The Lord didn’t do that.” “If God did this, then why 

would God not?” Instead of saying, “No, God did. And God is doing. And I’m 

thankful to God for that.” The choice. 
 

The choice was that the leper had a choice to listen to Jesus or not. Guess what? 

He didn’t. He went around telling everyone, and because he did, everyone came 

running to Jesus. At one point that’s good, because we want everybody to run to 

Jesus. But it limited the capacity in which Jesus could minister. You see, there 

are times when people want to run from miracle to miracle, from revival to 

revival, from pinnacle to pinnacle. I’m going to let you know, we’ve got to come 

down off the mountain.  

This is Transfiguration Sunday, when Jesus brought the folks and they were on 

the mountaintop. Peter saw Moses, saw the prophet, and knew that Jesus was the 

fulfillment of the law, and he said, “Let’s make some tabernacles, we could stay 

up here!” No, we have got to come on down. He was trying to move them again 

from a concept of miracle to miracle so that you can live. Having faith means 

I’ve got to learn how to live when I’m up and when I’m down. Up, Down; Joy, 

Sorrow; Pain, Despair, Doubt, Distraught, Hopeful; Faithful, Faithless—every 

extreme—and choosing still to say, “Yes, Lord, yes to your will, yes to your 

way; oh Lord, with your help I will obey.” 
 

Then the last choice, the choice that came from Paul. Paul begins to remind us 

about a race; you’re on a race, and I’m on a race, and our destination has already 

been chosen. You see, somebody else may have disqualified you, but God says, 

“I have qualified those whom this world disqualifies.” And so now you need to 

run. I want to let you know, if you’re running track, you’ve got to run in your 

lane…run in your lane.  
 

What are your gifts? What are your passions? What are your joys? You may say, 

“Well, James, why are you asking me that?” Because you are not called to run 

someone else’s race. You’re called to your race. You’re not called to exercise 

someone else’s gifts. You’re called to exercise your gifts, your passions; and 

when you do, you make a choice to say, “God, I value what you have poured out 

in me.” You will not allow anyone outside of you to devalue that gift, and you 

won’t allow yourself to devalue the gift. You know we do that sometimes, don’t 

you? You tell God “Thank you.” Let’s do it together: Lord, thank you for the 

gifts you have sown in me. Lord, help me appreciate what you have gifted me to 

do. Lord, help me to appreciate what you have gifted me to do. Lord, help me to 

not listen to other people but to listen to you.” It’s a choice.  
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Now, I know you all believe I don’t know how to say “No.” And I do. I say no to more 

than folks think I say no to. But I also want you to know if you have the disease of 

people-pleasing which keeps you from saying no, that every “Yes” is a “No.” Pause. 

For every Yes is a No. So you will not please someone by saying Yes. You will 

disappoint someone by saying Yes. And you will disappoint someone by saying No. So 

every Yes is a No. You need to ask God to help you make the best choice out of many 

goods. A Yes to church seven days a week can mean No to family seven days a week. 

Amen.  
 

That’s why I push for us to do what we’re going to do on Sunday, and on either 

Tuesday or Wednesday….I want us to be intentional about the time we spend here so 

that we can go home and practice what it is that we’ve learned here. That’s the best 

discipling. We can read as many books as we want; but until we live out what we have 

learned, it’s just tickling our ears and stimulating our brains. Paul says that the athlete 

disciplines him or herself. That’s what we’re called to do: Discipline ourselves, disciple 

ourselves, in ways of reading, praying, saying “No,” maybe hitting the snooze button 

twice and then getting up and doing a little something.   
 

As we get ready for this Lenten season, it’s going to be a time of discipline. And I’ve 

asked us to decide: Are we going to take away or are we going to add to? I’m going to 

try to drink a little less Coke and a little more water. Find what it is that you can choose 

to do that will help you during this season. I want to also let you know that the moment 

you say what it is you won’t do, you will start to crave it like you never did before. 

There’s something in our bodies that reacts when somebody or something says we 

can’t have something, and we think, “I’ve gotta have it!” In choosing, you’ll have life, 

and you’ll have it more abundantly. Choose to continue to run this race, knowing that 

you’re not going to be disqualified but that you’ve got a prize, you’ve got a crown of 

righteousness on the other side, Amen?! 
 

Compassion:  There’s compassion in the Psalms as the Lord ministered to the psalmist, 

and the response is praise and gratitude. Compassion in the gospel as Jesus ministers to 

a leper, an outsider, to let you know you’re on the inside.  
 

Cleansing:  God declares that we are clean because of Jesus.  Jesus cleanses the leper 
and tells him to go show himself to the priest so that he can be declared clean and 
restored to society.  Part of the cleansing being the leper’s reality is that he recognized 
Jesus’ authority.  40A leper came to him begging him, and kneeling he said to him, “If 
you choose, you can make me clean.” How many of us have an entitlement mentality 
and are angry if God doesn’t act according to our plans.  The leper was humble and the 
Lord cleansed him.  

Choices: We get to choose how we will respond to God and respond to life. We get to 
choose whether to minister or to look the other way, to choose to discipline ourselves 
and run our race. I want you to run your race because you know when your gifts are 
shining and you’re excelling; and then guess which way our church goes? FORWARD! 
Our church rises up! We’re blessed when you’re blessed. It’s just a byproduct. And 
where did God call you? Did God call you over there to another church? No, God 
called you here to this church, so we need you here, walking in your giftedness; but it’s 
a choice that only you get to make because this is a volunteer opportunity. 

Let us pray: 

Lord, we thank you, we praise you. Thank you for your Word. Thank you for a 

congregation where, God, I can share things you have placed in my heart, not that I do 

not value my theological education, but that I can pastor the people that you have 

placed under my care as an undershepherd, those whom I love, whose heart I hear, who 

I desire like you desire to excel, to prosper, even as their soul prospers in Christ. Lord, 

keep reminding us of your love, keep cleansing us of our pain, keep giving us hope to 

get up each day and join others in the race so that we may be ready when you call us 

from this side of glory to the next, when we can be in your presence and wear our robe 

and wear our crown and rejoice in you. It’s in Christ’s holy name we pray. Amen. 
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Café Justo 
IF YOU LIKE COFFEE 

OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO 

DOES 
 

Consider supporting the NCFA 
Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to 

bless this coffee grower’s 
cooperative. 

 
Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in 
Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure 
organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and marketed 
in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for 
people to remain on their family lands.  
 
Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism 
Committee. Please see Caly Fernández to place an order. 
Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The cost of a 1-lb. 
bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, 
and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee 
will be delivered biweekly to NCFA         
 
Contact Caly to make your purchase 
today!    512-228-4712 


