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Dear NCFA Family and Friends

Thank you for graciously allowing me to serve the greater church. Because of your
grace, I had the privilege this past Sunday of celebrating the 140th anniversary of First
Presbyterian Church of Giddings. Over the years, FPC has invested in us, for which I am
grateful.

You will soon see a picture hanging in my office, a gift from Mo-Ranch President Dick
Powell, the staff, and Board of Trustees as I conclude my 6 years of service.

As I think of the beauty of the Hill Country, I was blessed by the venue of Tiffany and
Justin Wallace's wonderful wedding. I enjoyed meeting their families and friends and
participating in this first step of creating what I consider most important—a working and
loving marriage.

I thank the Rev. Ellis Oglesby for preaching at the 10:15 service. We continue to set
aside the last Sunday of the month for a family-friendly service, and I am grateful to El-
der Mary Mojica for leading the Time with Children. We are always glad to hear from
our Youth Choir being led by Connie Jones.

I am thankful for Covenant member Stewart Young for cleaning the carpets in Room 7
and the Administrative Office.

We continue to make plans to work with CommUnity Care Clinics and Healthy Start
from ECI (Early Childhood Intervention) by providing a place for diabetes education and
care. The Clinic is able to provide this service as a result of receiving a grant from the
Episcopal Health Foundation. We also look forward to offering cooking classes provided
by Capital Area Food Bank. Now we get to see the benefit of sowing and reaping. Thank
you for your generosity during the Super Bowl of Caring, where proceeds went to the
Capital Area Food Bank. Hopefully, we will be able to help our members and others
once we start planting in our designated plot in the Patterson Park Community Gardens.

As we think about our future and leaving a legacy for our little ones, I met with Rick
Young, President of the Texas Presbyterian Foundation. I know that many of you invest
in other organizations outside of the church, and I am encouraging us to think of ways in
which we can include NCFA in our legacies. It is not about being morbid but rather help-
ing us to steward our resources and invest in our future. In the coming two weeks we
will celebrate the lives of family and friends who have died recently: Robert Peña will be
remembered in our Sanctuary on Sunday, May 15, at noon; Rev. Lydia’s brother Daniel
Hernandez at El Buen Pastor this Sunday, May 1, at 2pm; and this afternoon I will be
memorializing my friend John Davis. What mark will you leave on our community and
church?

This weekend I will travel to Corpus Christi to meet with the General Council as we pre-
pare for our June Presbytery Meeting and continue the ministry of Mission Presbytery. I
want to encourage you to share the Gospel lesson where Jesus says “If you love me you
will keep my Commandments and my words.” Even if we struggle with different Scrip-
tures in the Bible, there are principles that remain true. Secondly, I pray that we will be
more in tune with the Holy Spirit who serves as our Advocate, Counselor, and Guide,
directing our paths. The Spirit of God leads Paul outside of the city where he has the
opportunity to meet with Lydia. The message is important for leadership to be aware of
those on the outside, as well as to encourage leaders on the outside to stay the course
because God is at work and they are not alone.

Sunday, please join us as Elder Danita Nelson will preach at the 8:30am service in our
Sanctuary, and I will preach at 10:15am. This upcoming week you will receive your
quarterly statement. It is a way for us to ensure that we are all on the same page with
regard to processing your donations and meeting our budget.

Thank you for your prayers and your commitment to God and our church.

God Bless You All
Pastor James H. Lee

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor

NCFA CONNEXION! WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG



April 30, 2016

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse!

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor

NCFA CONNEXION! WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG

Thinking with Christ's Mind
Loving with Christ's Heart

Serving with Christ's Hands
Featured below are just some of the areas within NCF

where your time, talents, or treasures are currently encouraged:

** CARING AND SHARING **

(1) Drive a friend to church: Can you help one time?
Contacts: Scott, scotteric@gmail.com; Carol, saddington@gmail.com

(2) Provide a main dish to store in the church freezer for members or
friends going through difficulties? Label contents, date, your name,
wrap well (foil, plastic wrap), and leave in the NCF kitchen freezer.
Contact: Deacons Ashley, Carol, Cathy T., Kathryn, Roxann, or Scott

** WORSHIP TEAM **
(1) Set out the Communion elements, or wash the chalices afterwards?

Contact: Nancy H., mousiemama51@yahoo.com
(2) Attendance Data Entry – Contact: Robert, rpbooth66@mgail.com
(3) Ushering, Greeting – Contact: Matthew, matthewaldas@icloud.com
(4) Audio-Visual Help “If Bonnie can do it, so can you!” -BKL

Contact: Robert, rpbooth66@gmail.com; Bonnie, lewser@gmail.com
(5) Worship Preparation - Can you spare an hour once a month?

Contact: Tim, running4mexfood@aol.com
(6) Music - Come sing with the Psalm 150 Praise Team; 9:45am rehearsals.

Contacts: Bill, revbill66@gmail.com;
Jimmy, jimmy_bohn@hotmail.com

** CHILDREN & YOUTH **

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL’S “SURF SHACK” – June 13-17
6 weeks to go!
Sunday, June 12th = the kickstart Beach Party Picnic
Sunday, June 19th = a VBS/Father's Day celebration during worship
Specific needs include:
(1) Teachers and helpers in the Nursery and Church School.
(2) Building props and preparing crafts will begin soon.
(3) Volunteers willing to support a fantastic VBS experience!
Contacts: Danita, atinad787@gmail.com; Randy, mothachozen@gmail.com

** MISSION & EVANGELISM **
(1) Mobile Loaves & Fishes – To reserve a spot to volunteer for our
May 6th truck run to provide meals and clothing for our city’s
homeless folks, email Bonnie or Jeff THIS WEEKEND.

Contacts: Bonnie, lewser@gmail.com; Jeff, saddington@gmail.com
(2) We Care Kits – An ongoing outreach of our church to provide
affirmation to our brothers and sisters begging on street corners that God
loves them. Now collecting: Quart-size ziplocs; small sizes of soap,
toothpaste, toothbrush, comb; wrapped hard candy; 8-oz. water; granola
bars; and men’s large white crew socks.
Contact: Caly, calyflower2020@yahoo.com

STEPPING UP
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⇒ Praise the Lord for the life and ministry of Lydia's brother Daniel,
who entered the Church Triumphant Wednesday morning. Prayers of
comfort for Lydia and her family. Traveling mercies for her brother
David.

⇒ Praise for Reverend Ellis’ sermon reminding us that humans are
totally depraved. However, God is redeeming us through the Blood of
Christ and invites us to participate in His work. Praise the Lord!

⇒ Lift up healing and pain relief for a friend Bill who fell and badly
injured his back.

⇒ Praise for a fun and productive church meeting Saturday. Praise for
the loving and fun relationships within NCF.

⇒ Lift up traveling mercies for George, Carver, and Alex as they travel
to Mississippi to visit family.

⇒ Lift up all Heaven’s angels to cast aside the devil and his work against
the church. Lift up every believer to know the freedom we have in
Christ. Especially lift up protection for all missionaries.

⇒ Lift up God’s peaceful resolution to a disputed inheritance.

⇒ Lift up a friend Vera who will begin chemotherapy this week.

⇒ Praise for daughter Natalie’s birthday whose years past 30 will not be
tallied.

⇒ Praise for recent April birthdays including Angel's, Lucy's, and Saul's
coming up.

⇒ Lift up strength and endurance for Vi’s brother as he undergoes
chemotherapy. Praise for smooth sailing for Vi’s current chemo
treatment.

⇒ Lift up Pastor Lee as he travels to Giddings to celebrate the 140th

anniversary of 1st Presbyterian.
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⇒ Lift up Matthew’s aunt as she begins chemotherapy treatments; also,
lift up the relationships surrounding her.

⇒ Lift up all students and their families as they approach the end of the
school year. For those facing many transitions lift up God’s clear
guidance and comfort during this time of uncertainty.

⇒ Lift up a friend whose breast cancer has returned after 12 years. She
will receive an experimental chemotherapy.

⇒ Lift up wisdom for their physicians and healing for friends Gay and
Kathy who each have complex illnesses.

⇒ Lift up Christian for concentration and skill at the double gymnastics
competitions this weekend of High School State and Club
Regional. Lift up Angel as she, too, competes. Lift up travel mercies
for the family as they coordinate all these activities.

⇒ Lift up a strained relationship with a mother fighting cancer—lift up
healing of family relationships. Lift up a beloved half-brother who is
supporting his wife, three small children, and caring for seriously ill
parents. Lift up peaceful resolutions to strained family relationships.

⇒ Lift up a young teacher who has no health insurance and recently
found she has a mass in her lung.

⇒ Praise for Jeff’s safe return from Turkey.

NCFA CONNEXION! WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:30am -- Wilshire Blvd.

Come rise and shine with us
at our 8:30am service
where we glorify God

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns,
and Communion.

1507 Wilshire Blvd.

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean,

“Come, just as you are, to worship.”

All are welcome to this traditional,

intimate style of worshiping our Lord.

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am

We would love to have you and your family come
share in the CELEBRATION OF

THE GOOD NEWS!

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall
of Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus

starting at 10:15 a.m.

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.) is a
racially diverse community informed by the Bible,

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share
God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are
called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-
age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,
grow in grace, and live by faith.

Join us in the Celebration of the Good News

NCFA Sunday Schedule

8:30am - Worship Service
1507 Wilshire Blvd.

10:15am - Worship Service
1507 Wilshire Blvd.

9am Adult Sunday School
10am Fellowship

10:45am - Children’s Church

NCFA CONNEXION! WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG
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Session Members

*Rev. James Lee
Pastor/Moderator
*Elder Kathy Smith
Clerk of Session
*Rev. Oliver Smith
Administration & Personnel
*Elder Bill Harris
Buildings & Grounds
*Elder Randy Mojica
Children and Youth
*Elder Ben Hooks
Discipleship & Men’s/
Women’s Ministry
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica
Finance & Stewardship
*Elder Robert Booth
Congregational Life/
Lay Ministry
*Elder Vernon Bailey
Missions/Evangelism
*Elder Matthew Aldas
Worship & Membership

Deacons
Kathryn Aldas
Ashley Phillips
Scott Phillips
Carol Saddington, Chair
Cathy Trifiro
Roxann Vallejo

1st 6th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Early Worship at Wilshire
Elder Danita Nelson, preaching
9-10am Adult Sunday School
9:45m Psalm 150 Praise

Team Rehearsal
10:15am Worship at Wilshire Blvd.
Pastor James Lee, preaching

Sunday School Ages 3-5
(Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7)
Session Meeting in Kitchen
Evangelism Meeting in Rm. 7

3rd 6:30pm Men’s Ministry Dinner,
7pm Study

4th 6:30pm Fellowship Dinner
7:00pm First Wednesday Night

Ministry Meetings

5th 6:30pm-Diabetes Class

8th 7th Sunday of Easter
8:30am Early Worship at Wilshire
Rev. Trish Holland, preaching
9-10am Adult Sunday School
9:45m Psalm 150 Praise

Team Rehearsal
10:15am Worship at Wilshire Blvd.

Pastor James Lee, preaching
Sunday School Ages 3-5

(Rm. 1); Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7)
Deacons will meet after worship

1st Matthew Castilleja

4th Gemma Munoz

6th Jhaliah J’nae Edwards

11th Kayla Zajicek

15th J.T. Longino

Abraham Agbottah

16th Kofi Vida-Torku

Alida Tallman

18th Aquanetta Hicks

22nd Wonho Shin

24th Lucy Oglesby

25th Angela Mojica

Lydia Marion

27th Saul Cortez
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Mother’s Day

Morning Tea

Join us in the kitchen at 9:15 am on May

8th for refreshments to celebrate the

Mother figures in our lives.

Switchin’ it up a bit! Join us Sunday Morning at 9:15 on

June 19th and we’ll “taco” ‘bout great dads!!

TACO’s with the DADs!!
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KUDOS TO OUR TWO SEMINARY SENIORS!

As described in the Seminary publication "Windows," Christine Wagner and
Matthew Aldas were recently awarded fellowships--"elected by the faculty
to acknowledge their academic excellence and promise for ministry." Chris-
tine was received the David L. Stitt Fellowship, and Matthew received the
Alsup-Frierson Fellowship for Excellence in Biblical Exegesis and Herme-
neutics.

Regarding Christine, Professor Cynthia Rigby wrote, "In 20 years of teach-
ing I have not known any student who better exemplifies what it means to be
a member of the Austin Seminary community. Christine is a learner who
takes advantage not only of the classroom, but of every opportunity to en-
gage in formation....She is unafraid to have joy, unafraid to question, un-
afraid to compliment, unafraid to receive and be shaped by criticism. She is
my teacher in the ways of faith, and I look forward to continuing the journey
together as colleagues in ministry."

Regarding Matthew, The Reverend James Lee wrote, "During his internship,
I had an opportunity to see Matthew demonstrate his love for the biblical
language, exegetical process, and theology. Our call was to help Matthew
become more comfortable determining the hermeneutical bridge, which
helps pastors and theologians move from research to relevance. Matthew is a
hard-working and inquisitive theologian, who pursues the integrity of the
biblical text and the care of his wonderful family."

Congratulations, Christine and Matthew!
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NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP OF AUSTIN

DIABETES EMPOWERMENT EDUCATION

M���� 31, 2016 THRU M�� 5, 2016
6:30 – 8 ��

***A���� 28�� ��� M�� 5�� ������� ���� �� ���� �� ������, ����� �������� �� 
�� ��������� �� � ����� ����.***

NCFA – F��������� H���
1507 W������� B���., A����� - 78722

INSTRUCTOR:
CALY FERNANDEZ, CHWI/CERTIFIED DIABETES INSTRUCTOR

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:
CALY FERNANDEZ AT CALYFLOWER2020������.���
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Café Justo
Café Justo is a coffee grower coopera�ve 
based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico.
They market a pure, organic coffee which is 
grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit
of jus�ce. Our goal is to provide incen�ves for 
people to remain on their family lands.

Orders will be arranged through NCFA”s Evan-
gelism Commi�ee.  Please see Caly Fernández 
to place an order.  Coffee is available in 1 and 
5 pound bags. The cost of a 1 pound bag is
$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark
roast, medium roast and decaf are available in
ground or whole beans. Coffee will be deliv-
ered biweekly to NCFA.

Contact Caly to make your
purchase today!
(512)228-4712
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“The Lost Highway”
Micah 7:1-7; 2 Corinthians 4:1-12

Rev. Wm. Ellis Oglesby

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin
April 24, 2016– 5th Sunday in Easter

Micah 7:1-7
Woe is me! For I have become like one who, after the summer fruit has
been gathered, after the vintage has been gleaned, finds no cluster to eat;
there is no first-ripe fig for which I hunger. 2The faithful have
disappeared from the land, and there is no o left who is upright; they all
lie in wait for blood, and they hunt each other with nets. 3Their hands are
skilled to do evil; the official and the judge ask for a bribe, and the
powerful dictate what they desire; thus they pervert justice. 4The best of
them is like a brier, the most upright of them a thorn hedge. The day of
their sentinels, of their punishment, has come; now their confusion is at
hand. 5Put no trust in a friend, have no confidence in a loved one; guard
the doors of your mouth from her who lies in your embrace; 6for the son
treats the father with contempt, the daughter rises up against her mother,
the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; your enemies are
members of your own household. 7But as for me, I will look to the LORD,
I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.

2 Corinthians 4:1-12
Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry,
we do not lose heart. 2 We have renounced the shameful things that one
hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God’s word; but by the
open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of
everyone in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled
to those who are perishing. 4 In their case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 For we do not
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as
your slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who said, “Let light shine
out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7 But we have
this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this
extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 We are
afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to
despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10

always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus
may also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while we live, we are always
being given up to death for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be
made visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at work in us, but life in
you.

* * *
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(Song) “The Lost Highway” by Hank Williams, Sr.

I'm a rollin’ stone all alone and lost / For a life of sin I have paid the cost
When I pass by all the people say / Just another guy on the lost highway

Just a deck of cards and a jug of wine / And a woman’s lies makes a life like
mine
Oh the day we met, I went astray / I started rolling down that lost highway

I was just a lad, nearly twenty-two / Neither good nor bad, just a kid like you
And now I'm lost, too late to pray / Lord I take a cost, oh the lost highway

Now boys don't start to ramblin' round / On this road of sin are you sorrow
bound
Take my advice or you'll curse the day / You started rollin' down that lost
highway

* * *
The Lost Highway. You know what I’m talking about, don’t you? I don’t
mean the highway that we can’t find. I’m talking about the highway for the
lost. You know where it goes, don’t you? The band AC/DC wrote a song
about that same road. It’s called “The Highway to Heck.” Do you know what
Heck is? It’s where you go when you don’t believe in Gosh....

You know where the Lost Highway goes? It leads straight away from
God. Here is something you might not have known: I’m on it. Here is
something else you might not have known: You’re on it, too.

Who me? That couldn’t be true. I’m in church. I volunteer for Mobile Loaves.
I say my prayers every night. Surely, you couldn’t mean me. I do mean you.
(And don’t call me Shirley.)

This morning we’re going to talk about the uniquely Calvinistic doctrine of
Total Depravity. This is simply the belief that all humans are 100 percent
wicked and wholly incapable of doing anything good. Are we a little bit good?
No. We are all bad and we deserve nothing but God’s wrath. God says no to
us.

Understanding this is a central part of what it means to be Presbyterian. Total
Depravity is the T in TULIP, which you may know is an old acronym for the
five main points of Presbyterian belief. It is certainly one of the central tenets
of the Reformed tradition, so if you are an Elder or a Deacon, you have
publically affirmed your agreement.

In practice, this may be the area where New Covenant Fellowship is the least
Presbyterian. Almost every Sunday Pastor James says, “We are children of an
awesome God and that makes us …” (Congregation: “Awesome!”) No. It
makes us bad. Wicked. Utterly corrupt. Rotten to the core and incapable of
good. Since James isn’t here this morning, I finally have my chance to set the
record straight.
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I don’t believe in Total Depravity because I think it’s cool or even because
Calvin thought it was cool. I believe it because it’s in the Bible. Not just once
or twice. It’s the whole way through from Genesis to Maps.

I had a hard time selecting an example for this morning’s reading. In Genesis
8, God says, “the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” Psalms 14
and 53: “There is none who does good.” Jesus in Mark 10: “No one is good
but God alone.” Paul in Romans, “For I know that nothing good dwells in
me, that is, in my flesh. And then there is that delightful verse from 1 John
that is the basis of our confession liturgy: “If we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”

I wish the Bible said we were awesome, but it doesn’t.

Here I need to step back and say that Total Depravity is one way of describing
the human condition. It is not the only way. It’s not even the only one in the
Bible. You may be familiar with this diagram.

It is the yin-yang, the Taoist symbol of balance between our two natures. The
Psychologist Carl Jung believes that this image best represents human
nature. Simply put, we all contain both good and bad.

This diagram represents another understanding of the human condition. You
may remember the Gnostics from my last sermon. We are pure heavenly
creatures kept locked away in this body of death. It’s like an M&M. You’ve
got to get through the coating to get to the good part.
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This diagram represents Nietzsche’s understanding. God and evil are at best
imaginary. All we really have is a kind of amoral power. The more power we
have, the more capable we are of asserting our will. What matters is getting
what you want.

And this is the Presbyterian understanding. All bad.

Remember, these are all ways of describing human nature, but they are not
human nature. Human nature is extremely complicated. These models are
simple, but each of them is helpful in its own way.

One of the disadvantages of Total Depravity is that people get sick of hearing
about how bad they are. You people are bad. Wicked. Evil. Tired of hearing
that yet?

But there are some real advantages.

What do all of these people have in common? We were all surprised to learn
they are horrible people. Guess what? I wasn’t surprised. I knew they were
horrible, because we are all horrible. And that includes me. I want to tell you
an open secret about me. There is not a sin that I couldn’t commit. I am
capable of any sin that has occurred in human history. Thievery. Murder.
Genocide. The right time. The right place. I’d do it.

Understanding this can be very useful in guiding one’s steps. I’ve got a story
about a totally depraved individual.
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Did you know Billy Graham had a predilection to womanize? It’s true. It stayed
with him his whole life. He never acted on that impulse. He stayed faithful to
Ruth throughout their 70-year marriage. But that doesn’t mean he wasn’t tempted.
He was. Here’s how I know: Billy Graham would never let himself be alone with
a woman who was not his wife. Never. Why not? Because Reverend Graham
knew he was not above temptation.

I know several men and perhaps even a woman or two who never would have
believed they could have done what they did. If we accept the truth about
ourselves, we can try to stay out of sin’s way.

Another benefit of Total Depravity is that it is the great leveler. If I’m rotten to
the core, I can’t really blame you for being rotten to the core. I hate it when non-
Christians complain that we think we’re so much better than everyone else. I
think Scripture teaches just the opposite. We’re exactly as depraved as everyone
else.

The non-total-depravity folks, the Roman Catholics, for example, will level two
arguments against this doctrine. Here is the first: In the first chapter of Genesis,
God made humans in God’s image and called us “very good.” How did we go
from “very good” to “no good at all”?

This is easy to explain. It has something to do with an apple. The image of God in
humans was completely destroyed at the Fall. Nothing at all remains. That is how
thoroughly we fell from grace.

The second argument doesn’t come from Scripture. It comes from real life. What
about Mother Teresa? Ghandi? Prince? Maybe they aren’t perfect, but they aren’t
completely wicked. They have accomplished some good works.

Yes, they have. And this is the Good News of the sermon. Christ knows that
we’re wretched, and, nonetheless, He chooses to work in and through us to
accomplish His mighty works. Think about all of the wonderful things Christ has
achieved through His servants: hospitals, orphanages, food pantries, schools, and
universities. I could go on and on.

What about Ghandi and Malala and Thomas Edison and Albert Einstein and
Frank Zappa? Surely these non-Christians accomplished some good things?

Of course they have. God has accomplished many good works through non-
Christians, starting at least as far back as the Exodus. Remember God hardened.

Pharaoh's heart against the Israelites? God used King Cyrus to release the
Israelites from Exile.

God can work in and through anyone, including you and me. The important thing
is that it’s God at work.
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This is the key point of today’s New Testament lesson, 2 Corinthians 4:6 and
following:

For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. 7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it
may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs

to God and does not come from us.

What are humans? We’re just a handful of dust. As Paul writes, we are
nothing more than clay containers. The jar isn’t important. The contents of the
jar are. This image represents the concept of God working within us. (Slide
showed continuous motion of light covering darkness, unable to replicate
here.)

This is the exact opposite of “The devil made me do it.” Personally, I don’t
need help from the devil to be mean or to commit some terribly wicked act. I
can manage that all by myself. But to love the unlovable. To befriend the
friendless. To act against my own best interest in the interest of righteousness-
-that requires a little Divine assistance.

This next thing I’m about to say comes more from my experience and the
traditions of the saints than from Scripture. I suspect I could find some good
illustrations from the Bible, but I might have to work on it.

Like this animation illustrates, God doesn’t work in and through us at a
constant rate. Sometimes I’m feeling all Jesus-y and I’m capable of good
works, and sometimes I’m plotting ways to blow up the capitol building on
Congress Ave. What is the difference? And more importantly, what can we
do to have God work in and through us more often?

First, we can’t make God do anything. There is no magical rite or set of
prayers that puts God at our disposal. God is God and we’re not. In the same
way, there is no way to prevent God from using us if God wants to. Pharaoh
and the entire country of Egypt would have been better off if he had not
allowed his heart to be hardened. It wasn’t Pharaoh’s choice.
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But we live between those two extremes. What can we do to give “Christ in
me” a little more leeway? For starters, we can ask. We can ask God to be
present in our words and actions. It’s called prayer. Nothing fancy. “God, I
could use a little help here. Amen.”

Also, it might be a little easier for God to dwell within you if you made a little
room inside. If you get out of the way. Many ancient spiritual traditions speak
of emptying yourself. This is what Christ himself did, according to Paul in
Philippians:

4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of
others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, though
he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to
be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness.

I suppose all of the spiritual disciplines fall into the category of making
yourself a better vessel for God’s purposes: prayer, fasting, hospitality,
service, reading scripture, and gratitude.

Gratitude is the destination of this sermon. I know that Total Depravity leads
some people to shame, and if that is the case with you this morning, then I
have completely failed. The perspective that we are sinful isn’t the Good
News. It isn’t news at all. Everyone knows that.

The Good News is that God elects us to be on God’s team, to help build God’s
kingdom, even though we’re sinful. The ministry I serve lends cars to the
working poor. I’ll let you in on a secret: God doesn’t need my help to give
away cars. God could give away all the cars God wanted to without any help
from me. Instead, God has given me a little ministry. I get to play on God’s
team. And we know that God’s team is the one that wins. I am so grateful God
chose me for that team. God chose you, too. We’re not even benchwarmers.
We get to play.

This is where I wanted to arrive in the sermon. It is actually in the first verse
of our New Testament reading:

“It is by God’s mercy that we are engaged in this ministry.”

Working with God is a gift. A grace. I’ve always thanked God for my stuff.
My family, my house, my guitars, whatever. Last week I realized I should also
give thanks for my chances to serve as God works through me.

Let us pray: Dear God, we thank you for our stuff. Today, especially, we thank
you for the ways in which you work in us and through us for your glory. We
thank you for giving us meaningful work, for letting us play on the winning
team, and for allowing us to help build your kingdom on earth. In the name of
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Hallelujah! and Amen.
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We Care Kits
“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-

pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this

with gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15

We are currently accepting the following

donations

Food/Drink Items:
Granola Bars, Trail mix, or peanut butter and
crackers
Vienna sausage – 5 ounce size cans
Water bottles – 8 ounce size

Hygiene/Personal Items:
Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste
Travel size hand sanitizer or hotel size bar soap
Men’s size small crew ankle length white or
black socks

Quart size freezer bags

Please note: this is a smaller kit with fewer items.

All donated items should be placed in the do-
nations box located on the back table by the
AV equipment. If you have any questions,
please email me: calyflower2020@yahoo.com
or call me at (512) 228-4712.
￼ 


