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NCFA Family and Friends:  

 
 

It is my prayer that you have a great weekend. I know that all of us feel chal-

lenged by what’s happening in the news. It is heartbreaking to hear of mass 

shootings and the shooting of children, teenagers, police officers, etc. Now is the 

time in which we are called to exercise our faith and embody Biblical principles. 

As difficult as it is to live with other people and their peculiarities, it is also diffi-

cult to forgive ourselves and others who have hurt us. How do we live out 

Luke 6:27, where Jesus said, “But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your 

enemies! Do good to those who hate you.” If that’s not hard enough, how about 

Matthew 25:45—“And he will answer, ‘I tell you the truth, when you refused to 

help the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were refusing to help me.’” 

I have loved our church and community for the ways in which these Scriptures 

help guide our care and treatment of others. It is why people invest in our minis-

try from across the nation and across economic, political, ethnic, generational, 

and denominational affiliations. On December 13 we will be turning in our stew-

ardship cards and praying for God to faithfully help us to carry out God’s pur-

poses through NCFA. (Pledge cards are available on the back side table this 

Sunday.) Even if you cannot commit financially to the ministry, please submit 

your prayer requests and goals for 2016, as your lives, families, and God-

honoring dreams mean more than money. Our unified stewardship glorifies God 

and helps to encourage us to be all that God has called us to be on this side of 

glory. 

This Sunday morning we will begin holding our 8:15 worship service on the Wil-

shire campus. Please come and enjoy a more contemplative reformed worship. 

During our 10:15 worship service we look forward to a Christmas tableau pre-

sented by the Presbyterian Players, as directed by Deacon Connie Jones. 

Let’s finish the year strong! We will have our Christmas Fellowship Dinner on 

the 20th. The families from Covenant Presbyterian Church and the community 

will bless those who are part of the Angel Tree ministry. We will have a Congre-

gational Meeting on the 27th. Consider signing up for our January 1—first Fri-

day of the month—Mobile Loaves & Fishes truck run to deliver a meal and 

clothing to bless our brothers and sisters in need. On January 17 we will cele-

brate our anniversary and our former and new officers. 

Our Lord and Master prepared us for these 

days. Not only did he instruct us to pray that 

we would escape and be able to stand before 

God, he told us to stand up and raise up our 

heads because our redemption is near. As the 

redeemed of the Lord, we must pray and 

stand, which means remain engaged and be 

not afraid to engage the world in the ministry 

God called us to when God called us out of 

the darkness and into God’s marvelous light 

and family. 

Advent blessings abound, 

James  

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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2015 Matching Grant 

GOAL $30,000.00                Current Donor Gift $15,000.00 

GOAL $15,000.00                 NCFA Current  Gift $2,350.00 

       What are the ways I can give? 

 Mail a donation to the church office  

 Leave a donation during one of the services, or events 

 Online https://ncfaustin.cloverdonations.com/donation 

 
Faithfully, 
Pastor James Lee 

All Welcome 
 

  

 

 

 

 
THIS SUNDAY 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

9:30AM 

 

Just one requirement:  

A LOVE OF GLORIFYING GOD  

THROUGH MUSIC! 

Bring your voice and hands to clap! 

The Presbyetian Players present 

 

 

 

 

 

December 6, 2015 

during 10:15am worship service 
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Stewardship Dedication 

December 13th, 2015 
 

 

 

 

We are using the acronym J O Y, which stands for “Jesus, 

Others, and You,” to help us focus on the scripture refer-

ence, “You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 

all your strength, and with all your mind; 

and your neighbor as   yourself.” (Luke 10:27)   

 

The cards not only reflect God’s provisions for your family but also 

allow our Session to discern the best way to match the pledges with 

the 2016 budget. 

 

  

 

 

December 27th, 2015 
During this meeting the Session will present the ap-

proved 2016 budget and the congregation will vote to 

approve Pastor Lee’s terms of call so that he may con-

tinue to serve as our pastor. 
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Study of the Gospel According to Luke, January/February, 2016 

Led by Rev. Jeff Saddington, Chaplain, Hospice Austin, 512-426-8805 

 

Luke is the Gospel of focus during the new church year 
beginning at Advent 2015. Lectionary preachers have nearly 50 
opportunities to proclaim the Word using a Lukan text during 
this coming church year. 

 

Study Text:  Luke’s Gospel from Scratch: The New Testament or Beginners  
                       by Donald Griggs and Paul Walaskay 
                                 ISBN 978-0-664-23499-7 

 
When/Where: Thursdays, 7-8pm, January 7, 14, 21, 28; February 4, 11, 18,  
         2016.  Fellowship Hall 

 
Class Format: As with our study of Mark, we will need to pre-read Luke and be 
willing to engage in discussion, prayer, and even occasionally end in singing a 
relevant hymn. We will rely on the Holy Spirit to reveal to us what the Holy Spirit 
wishes us to see and hear in this great summary of the life and work of Jesus by 

doctor Luke, a very careful and detailed author. 

In anticipation of your interest, a dozen books have been purchased and are for 
sale for $13, first come, first served. Please contact Jeff Saddington for purchase 

and payment. 

The Gospel of Luke is a marvelously rich text, uniquely containing so 
many familiar teachings, such as the Good Samaritan, the Prodigal Son, Zac-
chaeus in a sycamore tree, and a young Jesus conversing with teachers in the 
temple. It also relates stories of Jesus that are found in other Gospels, such as 
the Feeding of the 5,000 and a different version of Matthew’s more familiar Beat-
itudes. It contains the most familiar of the Jesus birth narratives, with a manger, 
shepherds, angels, and no room at the inn. Food is also a theme, as Jesus in 
Luke is often going to a meal, at a meal, or leaving a meal, and each setting 

presents a wonderful teaching moment for us! 

In Luke men and women serve side by side, and Jesus is very clear about the 
need to care for the least, the last, and the lost, and anyone who is out on the 

margins of society. 

Come, be immersed in study!  It will be a wonderful time to be together in the 

Word because of what all of you seekers bring to it. ALL ARE WELCOME!! 

Until the whole world hears! 
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 Lift up Nekia and George while she is deployed in Iraq and he 

holds down the fort at home. 

 Lift up continued recovery for Tracey’s mother Cathy; lift up 
both Cathy and Al; and praise for a great Thanksgiving time 

with family. 

 Lift up Sherry and Max—he has chemo-induced leukemia, but 

his sister is an exact bone marrow match! 

 Lift up a friend, Katie P., age 28, who has just been diagnosed 
with cancer.  Lift up a 12-year-old boy who has just been 

diagnosed with diabetes.   

 Praise for Rey and his 13-year-old daughter being blessed with 

time spent together. 

 Praise for Pastor Lee’s sermon—it meant a lot to me. 

 Praise for Rick’s almost complete recovery from an eye injury. 

 Praise for protection in a car accident that derailed Jimmy’s 

parents' plans but allowed them to visit longer. 

 Lift up 14-year-old Stephan, his family, and medical team as he 

undergoes brain surgery for a tumor. 

 Lift up Sarah facing Stage IV recurrent cancer. 

 Lift up a long-term friend whose father is dying.   

 Praise from Nikkie for all the church families in her life; for the 
“Hanging of the Greens”; andfor good memories of Jane Mack 

and the many ways she is woven into the fabric of NCF.   

 Praise for Lee’s 1st Birthday and the many blessings he has 

brought.   

 Praise for Rosa being able to work through channels toward 

citizenship and resuming her normal life. 

 Praise for the Saturday Morning Bible Study and the wonderful 

fellowship. 

 Lift up Pauline who is hospitalized with a systemic infection.   
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

6th    

             2nd Sunday of Advent   

        8:15am  1507 Wilshire Blvd.   

  TBA, preaching                

   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  

   Team Rehearsal  

       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 

     Pastor James H. Lee, preaching 

     Sunday School during worship;  

    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 

   Deacons will meet after worship 
 

8th   6:30pm Men’s Ministry    

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

9th  Church Fellowship Dinner at      

   6:30pm;  
      

13th             3rd Sunday of Advent   

                    Stewardship Sunday 

        8:15am  1507 Wilshire Blvd.   

   Rev. George Holland, preaching                
        9-10am  Adult Sunday School 
   9:30am  Psalm 150 Praise  
   Team Rehearsal  
       10:15am  Worship at 1507 Wilshire 

     Pastor James H. Lee, preaching 
     Sunday School during worship;  

    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
 

20th  Christmas Fellowship Luncheon 

   The families from Covenant Presby  

   terian Church and the community will 

   bless those who are part of the Angel  

   Tree ministry.  
 

24th  Christmas Eve service from 6:30-7:30  

27th Congregational Meeting  

DECEMBER 2015 

12-1  Favour Unegbu     
12-2  Connie Jones      
    Sam Okyere-Mireku  
12-3  Cathy Angell  
12-4    Matthew Grisdale  
12-5    Marion Sanchez    
12-9  Jennifer Olson      
12-9  William Moreno    
12-12  Destiny Edwards   
12-15  Pat Nemir 
12-16   Oliver Smith 
12-17  Joe Lopez 
12-22  Chuck Coffman 
12-22  Christian Mojica 
12-24  Bill Parrish 
    John Ayensu 
    Sherrena Lee 
12-28  Randy Mojica 
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- Wilshire Blvd. 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am  service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

                                              1507 Wilshire Blvd.  
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come share in the CELEBRA-

TION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  Genesis Presbyterian 

Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.    

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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NCFA 
Sewing/Craft Class 

  

 

 

Sunday, December 20, 2015 

1:00 pm (after service) 

  

Classroom 7 

1507 Wilshire Blvd. 

  

Ages 7 and up. 

Light Snack will be provided 
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Calling All Central Texas Sisters! 

  

Join us for Real Talk for Real Women when we 
discuss the hard stuff of forgiveness. 

Parents, husbands, boyfriends, co-workers, 
friends and others we love can leave deep 
wounds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1. How do I muster the will to act like a Christian, 
   even when I don't feel like it?  

 2. How can my ability to forgive empower my walk 
   with Jesus?  

 3. Under what circumstances is forgiving myself  
   the most challenging part?   

  

We're all gathering at Highland  Business Cen-
ter, Room 201 from 9:00-11:00 am on Saturday, 

December 5, 2015. See you there!  

                                                            
Austin Community College 

            5930 Middle Fiskville Rd,  

ustin, TX 78752 

  

  Questions? Contact Rev. Denise Pierce 
at hdnp@sbcglobal.net.  

mailto:hdnp@sbcglobal.net
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“Poised for God’s Righteousness” 
Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36    

 

Pastor James H. Lee 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 29, 2015 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 

fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 
15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up 

for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In 

those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is 

the name by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 9How can we thank God enough for you in return 

for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day 

we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith. 11Now may our God and Father himself 

and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you 

increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound 

in love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you 

may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all his saints. 

 Luke 21:25-36 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 

and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea 

and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is 

coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be 

shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power 

and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 

raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29Then he told 

them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they 

sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already 

near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass 

away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will not pass away. 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, 

and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all 

who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that 

you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, 

and to stand before the Son of Man.” 

As we enter again this Advent season, one would say it’s the ‘birthing time’ 

or ‘New Year’s’ for us in the Christian church. It’s also time again when we 

consider God or the Divine embarking upon humanity, coming as Christ the 

babe. And then, as we hear from the text, he comes as Christ, the King of 

kings; and, Lord of lords. Both are what we are supposed to be considering 

and thinking about throughout this Advent season, and it is a glorious time. 

 

I love singing, “Glorious Day.” Why? “Living, He loved me. Dying, He 

saved me. Buried, He carried my sins far away. Rising, He justified freely 

forever. One day He’s coming, oh glorious day, oh glorious day!  
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“Poised for God’s Righteousness” 
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New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 29, 2015 

There is no question in our minds that we want what’s best for our lives; and, 

if it doesn’t cause too big of a sacrifice, we want what’s best for other people 

as well, right? Although we serve a God of abundance, we experience and 

sometimes expect scarcity to be our reality. But it doesn’t have to be that 

way! Our focus is on the righteous God—the righteous God who is setting 

things in place, in the right standing, for a right purpose. Our focus on being 

poised for God’s righteousness is that it is God who has positioned us in place 

for righteousness to abide. It is that we ourselves purpose in our hearts, just 

like you would hear in 2 Corinthians 9:7, purpose in our hearts to give, 

purpose in our hearts to be used by God so that God’s righteousness may 

abound.  
 

And then it’s also a time in which we practice our faith. These are those times 

when we pray. Scriptures tell us to pray without ceasing—pray always. We 

prepare. “Prepare ye the way of the Lord.” (Isaiah 40:3; Mark 1:3) Prepare, 

even as we prepare for Thanksgiving and Christmas. I prepare for God to do 

something amazing—at times when it seems like nothing good can happen 

around us. Practice what it is that we are called to do and to be.  
 

Retired basketball player Allen Iverson was given a hard time about practice, 

and he was saying to the world, “Why are you talking to me about practice, 

when I’ve had calamity happen to one of my best friends? Why are you 

talking to me about practice, when we had a great opportunity to win a great 

game, and we didn’t win the game….and you’re focusing on practice?!” 

Twofold: 1) Practice says when you practice it, you begin to perfect it. It 

becomes a part of your rhythm. It becomes a part of you, and it’s easier for 

you to do it when you practice. 2) The other side of what he’s saying is don’t 

focus so much on practice that you lose the bigger picture that is taking place. 

That’s happening all around us. We can choose to focus on the chaos and get 

frustrated and put in despair; or we can focus on the fact that God is about to 

do something incredible, in a position where it looks like nothing good can 

come forth out of this situation, as in the 37th chapter of Ezekiel. And in 

John 1:46 they asked, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Oh yes, 

our Lord and Master came forth! These are things that we want to think 

about. 

 

As I work through the sermon, we will consider Anticipation, Action, and 

then Acclamation. 

 

Anticipation: Yes, the Scriptures tell us to be alert or aware; however, if you 

don’t anticipate what’s going to happen, when you see it, you are totally 

surprised. Yes, the anticipation can cause anxiety, but it can also provoke 

determination to carry out a plan. Now by itself, anticipation is neither 

positive or negative. The important thing is that information comes, and we 

get to choose how we are going to respond to the information and to the 

situation. The Gospel lesson indicates that there will be fearing and 

foreboding. When we fear, we “flight or flight.” When we fear, we isolate, 

interrogate, but most of all we insulate so that we are protected from the 

outside forces, factions, and faces. 
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Yet in the Epistle the writer expresses another picture for those who are 

suffering and struggling. In the midst of Paul writing back to the 

Thessalonians, hear these words: “9How can we thank God enough for you 

in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night 

and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore 

whatever is lacking in your faith.” They’re going through. We get to hear 

about their struggle. And the words of affirmation are, “You need to know, 

we are praying earnestly for you. And we can’t wait. Can’t wait until we see 

you face to face! And our prayer is that whatever is lacking in your faith 

will be restored.” 
 

It’s not an “ostrich ministry,” where we stick our heads in the sand or get 

preoccupied with more important priorities and say, “I don’t see anything, I 

don’t hear anything, and I don’t know….” No, it’s staying engaged, even 

from afar. We must do the work of the Father while it’s still day because 

when the night comes, we can’t work. We’re called to work together for the 

sake of Christ, anticipating that he’s coming and saying, “God, I will be an 

instrument of your glory and help to bring forth righteousness here on this 

earth.” Why? Because we are poised. 
 

Sometimes that is how I feel when I’m getting ready for service on Sunday 

morning. I’m ready a little early today because I’m excited about worshipping 

together, preaching, and celebrating who God is and what God is doing in our 

lives. People are suffering and they’re going through; but our steadfast faith is 

giving us hope. Being consistent even when we’re going through…that’s a 

wonderful thing! We’re in a right place for God’s righteousness to abound 

and abide. Amen?! 
 

Actions: 
34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 

and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you 

unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of 

the whole earth.  
 

Jesus wants the people to be on guard. He wants us to be alert and be aware of 

what’s happening around us so that we are not caught up in a trap, we’re not 

caught in a place where we’re not aware of what’s going on. See, if we’re not 

careful, the event itself could catch us in a trap! “Oh Lord, he’s here!” Or the 

things leading up to his coming can leave us in a trap. ”How did I get here? 

When did I start doing that? When did this happen?” And now you find 

yourself stuck. So there’s a call for us to be aware, but also for us to be in 

action. 
 

What does Jesus say? He says, “Don’t let your hearts be weighed down with 

dissipation. Don’t get disillusioned.” We have more saints who find 

themselves being disillusioned instead of being drawn to God—who are 

turning away. Don’t be disillusioned by life’s daily worries.  
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When some of the disciples heard Jesus talking about how he would be the 

“Suffering Savior,” they left. Jesus turned to his core team, his disciples, and 

he said, “Well, are you all gonna go also? Do you want to leave also? You 

know, it’s about to get tough.” They said, “Lord, where can we go? You are 

our all in all, you are our salvation, you are the answer!” Peter asked, “To 

whom shall we go? Even if we go there, it may seem easier, but it is not the 

right place; it is not with the right person; and we’re not living according to 

God’s purpose.”  

 

And so I invite you, at a time when people are getting disillusioned, focusing 

on the news, focusing on what they see and what they hear, hear what Jesus 

says: “Don’t let your heart get weighed down in dissipation”—being 

wasteful, being distracted, being self-indulgent—but stay on the journey.  

 

Then the drunkenness….Many times we want to focus just on alcohol for 

what it is. He says don’t be trying to escape or numb your way through life. 

No matter what it may be that we choose to use, he says “I need you to stay 

engaged. I need you to be in me, and I’ll be in you; and together we’ll make it 

through.” 
 

And then he says don’t be overwhelmed by life’s daily struggles. I love that 

in Matthew 6, we hear these words, “How many of you can add to your days 

by worrying about tomorrow?” By worrying about what you will wear, 

worrying about what you will eat, can you add to your days? And the answer 

is, really, none of us. Matter of fact, we can take some days from our life 

because we get so stressed out and overwhelmed! He is the one who is our 

provider. He provided for the lilies of the field and provided for the birds of 

the air. Let’s remember one of the poets who said, “Don’t destroy today’s 

peace worrying about tomorrow’s troubles.” Can I get an Amen? The Lord 

gives you peace today…enjoy the peace! If you have trouble for tomorrow…

deal with that trouble tomorrow. But enjoy the peace for today. Amen? So I 

really want to focus on that, even though times are tough. 
 

It’s not saying “Don’t pay attention,” because he said even the fig trees, when 

you look at them and what they’re doing, they’re telling you that change is 

taking place. You’ll see it in the sun, you’ll see it in the moon, you’ll see it in 

the stars, you’ll see it in the nations—country against country, people against 

people, family members against family members. All because the signs of the 

times are taking place. Instead of being overwhelmed, we are called to 

recognize our position, our purpose, and that we are poised for the 

righteousness of God to abound—Amen? 
 

As I move to our last point, I have a couple of guys who always want to talk 

about the Longhorns, especially when we don’t win. And things get 

atrocious….“So, well, what do you think?” I think we’re poised for 

something great! They say, “Lee, are you crazy!” Yes, I am. I don’t get 

excited about folks who win and who have always been in a position where 

they’ve experienced success. I get excited about people who have been 

experiencing hardship, defeat, and learn how to win. That’s who I want in the 

foxhole with me; I want somebody who knows how to overcome! 
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Acclamation: 

The last part will be the acclamation…a celebration…a way of approving 

what is taking place. Nothing but trouble?….But oh, when you have spiritual 

eyes, and you realize there in Jeremiah, that branch of David is our 

Messiah…42 generations…he is being born, ahh! Acclamation and 

celebration, for our salvation is coming! Even Christ as he is sharing this 

says, “When you see the signs, lift up your head. Stand up, for your 

redemption is near.” That’s exciting! “No, God, you haven’t forgotten us! 

The heavens have been closed for 400 years, but the signs say that you’re 

coming. I can look at them and be in despair, or I can be determined that this 

is the time, and this is the place for your righteousness to abide.” So stand up! 

Raise your head, for redemption is here and now! Marriages, stand up and 

fight! Parents with children, and children with parents, stand up and fight! 

People in the sandwich generation, caring for those above and below together, 

stand up, raise your heads, and fight! Children, when you’re struggling with 

your classes, may not be able to read because you don’t have your 

glasses….Stand up, raise your head, put your glasses on, and fight!  
 

Don’t allow someone else to determine who you are and what you are called 

to do and be when the Almighty calls you to be an instrument for something 

special, right here and right now.  
 

The word “righteousness” in Hebrew is Tsidkenu, which means to be put in 

right standing, as if nothing is wrong. The righteous work of God was taking 

place, and because of it, you are declared the righteousness of God. Can I get 

you to say, “I am the righteousness of God”? I am the righteousness of God! 

And some will say, “Nuh uh!” Who are you to say I’m not? If God called me 

righteous, then I am righteous! Christ’s righteousness has been imputed, or 

poured out, or placed upon us. So the righteousness of Christ is in us, working 

through us, as we work in the world around us. 
 

As I end this sermon, I want us to hear again the words to the song that Carol 

played as our prelude to worship.  

 
“These are the days of Elijah, declaring the Word of the Lord.  

And these are the days of Your servant Moses, righteousness being restored.  
These are the days of great trials—of famine and darkness and sword.  

Still we are the voice in the desert crying, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 

Behold he comes, riding on the clouds, shining like the sun, at the trumpet’s call.  

So lift your voice, it’s the year of Jubilee. And out of Zion’s hill, salvation comes.  
And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh.   

And these are the days of your servant David, rebuilding the temple of praise.  

And these are the days of the harvest, the fields are all white in the world.  

And we are the laborers that are in Your vineyard, declaring the Word of 

the Lord!” 
 

We acclaim, we accept our God coming into this world and fulfilling God’s 

purpose. 

 

Lord, for this time of worship, we say thank you for the reminder of 

evergreens, saying you have come into our house—evergreens that don’t 

change with the season, that are consistent, reminding us of your everlasting 

love and our everlasting life. Lord, we pray for your peace, for your peace in 

Jerusalem and around the world. And we pray, God, that you will continue to 


