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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 
 

Our Lord and our Master constantly exhibited great confidence in the people he 

came to serve. It is amazing when you consider one with all power who has the 

capacity to see potential in his people and tries in every way to affirm and nur-

ture their potential. Our world wants to stifle growth and exploit weaknesses; 

Jesus blesses and stretches. We experienced it with Jairus's daughter and the 

woman with the issue of blood. We experienced his disappointment when the 

people limited his great work because they judged him an illegitimate prophet 

among them. 

The Miracle of the Fish and Bread….I have seen people do incredible things re-

lying upon their faith in God and God's strength in them. As we prepare for the 

miracle of the multiplicities, I wonder if it is more important for us to eat the 

seed, hoard the seed, or sow the seed? In fear and pain, I have eaten and hoarded 

the seed, but when I am at my best, I sow the seed into something far greater 

than me, and it is God-honoring. 

We are grateful for Sherry Kenney, who came and shared pertinent information 

with our church. And I'm thankful for the great feedback that I've heard regard-

ing the sermon by The Reverend Dean Smith. He reinforces the value of market-

place ministers as he serves CASA. 

We are solidifying our efforts with Nancy and David Reece so that we can begin 

the sewing class and opportunity for home economics. 

Upon receipt of the report from Elders Caly Fernández and Benton Hooks along 

with seminarian Matthew Aldas, the Session will determine our next steps with 

New Beginnings. 

Opportunities to provide supplies for our roadside “We Care” bags and nonper-

ishable goods for our Food Pantry cart are not meant to make anyone feel guilty. 

You give to the unified budget, and these are opportunities should you desire to 

give outside of it. 

We are working hard to make sure that our children are taken care of in the 

Nursery until they are ready to graduate. Henny Trifiro will serve as a caregiver 

alongside of Utopia Williams, Stacy Robinson, and Rev. Trish Holland. 

On Sunday you are invited to listen to a candidate for ministry during our 

8:15am chapel service. I will be preaching at the 10:15am service, where we will 

commission Saul and Cheyenne to go to John Knox Ranch, and we will also 

have the opportunity to commission Csinese Harrell to Cape Town, South Afri-

ca. 

Please continue to pray for our nation, our leaders, our grieving families, our re-

covering saints, our caregivers, our enemies, and all of the wounded healers. 

I am grateful for my time away, and I am ready for us to get back to work. Jesus 

reminds us that “we must work while it is still day, for night comes when no per-

son can work.” I cannot wait to show you the massive work done to ensure that I 

have a rose garden in my backyard. God is good. We are blessed. 

 

God Bless 
 

Pastor James Lee 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 
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ARE YOU A MUSICIAN??   
A pianist? A guitarist? A soloist? 

 

Our 8:15 am service at the NCFA Chapel  
on the Perry Estate 4100 Red River 

is in need of a musician.  
 

If you can help, or know someone who might be able 
to, please contact Trish Holland, 512-461-6250 cell 

or 512-892-0680 home. 

 

NCFA children and Youth Ministry  

 

 

 
 

 
 

Please consider ways you can help 
 solidify our ministry: 

 
         - Assist utopia in the nursery 
         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 
         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 
         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED 
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  Prayer and Praise 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 Praise for Rev. Smith’s sermon reminding us of the joy to be found in the 

ordinary tasks of living.   

 Rex is planning his first ever surprise party to celebrate his father’s birthday 

this week.  Lift up all the logistics of planning the event.   

 Lift up Nancy H for relief of pain and for healing.  She has been in the 

hospital for a week.  Lift up Rev. Bill as he tries to comfort her through all 

this.   

 Praise for Tuesday’s expected arrival of Tim and Tracey’s grandson.  Lift up 

Stephanie for rapid recovery from a C-section as she and Colton care for 

their three children.   

 Praise for George H’s 84th Birthday yesterday. Praise for his life and all the 

roles he fills. 

  Praise for Javin’s 14th Birthday today. 

  Praise for Lara’s 26th Birthday on Thursday. 

  Praise for all July birthdays. 

  Lift up travel mercies for Chris as he again drives to El Paso. This time for 

Fortune’s White Coat Ceremony where the medical student is given his/her 

first white coat.  Praise for Fortune’s diligence and hard work that has 

brought him this far in his academic career.   

  Lift up Lauren as she looks for a job.  She has had several promising 

interviews recently.   

 Lift up Kimberly for improved health.  Praise for Sophia leading the 

congregation in the Mission Statement.   

 Lift up Lydia for strength and endurance as she cares for her sister Elizabeth 

who is recovering from surgery.  Lift up Elizabeth for healing, comfort, and 

strength.   

 Lift up Ashley’s mother Brenda as she moves her mother Rita into an 

Assisted Living situation.  Praise for Ashley getting past the morning sickness 

of early pregnancy—pray it stays that way.   

 Lift up rapid healing and recovery of strength for Nancy T when she has 

surgery Friday, July 17.  Praise for this LAST of 18 months of treatment for 

cancer.  Lift up Richard as he shoulders the family responsibilities on top of 

his job.  Lift up Lara for flexibility with changes in her schedule.   

 Lift up safe travel for Pastor Lee when he returns to Austin.  
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

 

 
 

 
19th   16th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   

    Central Presbyterian Interim 

Candidate, preaching 

        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
    1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
            Pastor James Lee, preaching  
            Sunday School –  
    K-5th during Worship 
 

21st  6:30pm Men’s Ministry   

   Dinner, Study at 7pm 
 

22nd  6:30pm Fellowship Dinner;   

     Prayer and Praise at 7pm.  
    
         

26th   17th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
     8:15am Waller  Creek Chapel   

     Danita Nelson, preaching 

        9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
        10:15am  Worship at  
    1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
            Pastor James Lee, preaching 
       Sunday School –  
    K-5th during Worship 
     

July 2015 

 1st    Ausley Trifiro     

        Grace Holland-Washington             

3rd    Aisha Adjei   

8th      Rev. Bill Harris                        

9th    Ireland F. Sullivan            

11th  George Holland 

     Genevieve Booth       

13th  Jayvin Mojica  

14th  Hudson Lee Palacios 

       Judas Andrew Palacios   

   Declua Finn Sullivan  

15th  Chris Unegbu                          

16th  Lara Tallman 

         Rachel Draper-Marion   

18th  Emily Smith    

         Ericson Stumberg       

 20th   Naomi Jones              

     Uly Cox, Sr.  

23rd   Danita Nelson 

         Colton Sullivan        

       Ulysses Cox, Jr.  

29th  Bonnie Lew (Jacob’s Mom)         
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4th     Colton and Stephanie Sullivan 

11th    Robert and Genevieve Booth 

22nd     Richard and Nancy Tallman 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 
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The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

July 19— Central Presbyterian Interim Candidate 
July 25 — Danita Nelson 

August 2 — Matthew Aldas  
 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 
1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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We Care Kits 
 

“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be pre-

pared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give 

the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect.” 1 Peter 3:15  

 

We are currently accepting the following donations 

 

Food/Drink Items: 

Granola Bars or Trail mix 

8 ounce size water bottles 

 

Hygiene/Personal Items:  

Travel Size Toothbrush & Toothpaste    

Travel size hand sanitizer 

Adult white ankle crew socks – size large 

Quart size freezer bags 

 

Please note this is a smaller kit with fewer items.   

All donated items should be placed in the donations box locat-

ed on the back table by the AV equipment.  If you have any 

questions please email me: calyflower2020@yahoo.com  or call 

me at (512)228-4712. 

 

mailto:calyflower2020@yahoo.com
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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NCFA FOOD PANTRY 
 

All are welcome to participate in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 
 

This months  special request:  

Peanut Butter and Crackers. 
 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

+ = 

“Love Thy Neighbor” 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee grower’s 

cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, 
Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which is grown, 
harvested, and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide 
incentives for people to remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see 
Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The 
cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and 
decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee will be delivered 
biweekly to NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

 

 

 

August 15, Saturday  Austin Cluster Gathering, San Gabriel Presby-
terian Church, Georgetown.  Details will follow in newsletter. 
 
September 4, Friday  Church Women United will celebrate with an 
Ecumenical Action  Emphasis theme, meeting 9:30 AM-11:30 AM, 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin, PCUSA, 1507 Wilshire Blvd., 
Saturday  Austin Cluster Gathering, San Gabriel Presbyterian 
Church, Georgetown.   
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 Ephesians 1:3-14    

  
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 

to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 

live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory.  

 
Luke 15:11-32     
                       

11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said 

to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So 

he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered 

all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in 

dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place 

throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself 

out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 
16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no 

one gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. 

But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he 

ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, 

‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the 

best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And 

get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 
25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, 

he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was 

going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted 

calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and 

refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he 

answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave 

for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me 

even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of 

yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the 

fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 

and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this 

brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   

 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Rev. Dean Smith 
July 12, 2015 
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I'm very grateful to be with all of you. This is a very special occasion for me, 

and it's very clear this is a very special church. I hope that's all right that we 

depart from the lectionary for a week and look at the story of the prodigal son, 

although there are many connections between this story and especially what 

we have read together from Ephesians 1.  

 

One of the things that I always enjoyed when I owned a home was going out 

and trimming hedges. Seems strange, doesn't it? But my wife would say I 

could spend all morning outside just trimming away with hedges. And I don't 

use electric shears for trimming hedges; I use the old-fashioned clippers 

because I stand back and I look at them, and I snip here and I snip there until 

they are absolutely perfect…and then I take about about a half an hour just to 

admire my work because I really like the way I do hedges! Seems rather 

strange, doesn't it. 

I was thinking about a time, about 25 years ago, when I went out to my 

parents' home in suburban Detroit because of all the things that I wanted to do. 

I wanted to help my dad with some things and thought I'd just go out. I'd 

noticed his hedges the last time I was coming from Chicago to Detroit, and 

they were a mess, so I thought, “Well, I'm just going to go and trim that up, 

and that'll be my gift to my dad.” And so there I was on a cool, crisp October 

morning, trimming hedges out there in front, and just enjoying the beautiful 

weather….Enjoying the effort, enjoying being able to do what I thought was a 

work of art and at the same time recalling how much I hated to trim the 

hedges as a kid! 

Now, it wasn’t just hedges, I hated chores. Even the word “chore” just grates 

on me. Occasionally, my wife will say, “Okay, Smitty, time to get to the 

chores.” She'll say “the chores,” and I'll say, “Oh, please don't use that word. 

Call it any other thing. Call it ‘work’; call it a ‘task.’ But please don't call it 

‘chores,’ because it's just that I get automatically turned off by that.”   

My dad taught me how to trim hedges. I did them in the spring when they 

were overgrown with new growth and in the fall when they needed to be 

trimmed back for the winter. But the problem is, like Abraham Lincoln would 

say, my father taught me how to do work…he just didn't teach me how to 

enjoy it, and I didn't learn how to enjoy trimming hedges. 

When I was a kid, I hated to do chores. Every Saturday morning my father 

would post a list of chores for all four of his children on the refrigerator. I 

never went to my dad and said, “Hey, can I go do such-and-such…go with my 

friends…go bowling…” or do anything until my chores were done, or he 

would have asked “Have you finished your chores?” And so I didn't bother 

asking unless I had, and you could tell how much I hated chores by the way I 

did them. I always waited for the last minute. I remember one time actually 

trimming hedges in a thunderstorm, pouring rain, but my father was due home 

in half an hour and I was not going to have him walking up to the porch and 

seeing me with it still undone. I had no real concern for quality, no real 

concern for how it would look in the end, just finished the chore as quickly as 

possible; and I certainly found no joy in my work.   

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   

 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

Rev. Dean Smith 
July 12, 2015 
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In fact, I didn't just trim hedges; I attacked them! Father would hand me those 

shears, and I would go and cut hedges all day. People walking down the 

sidewalk didn't want to get near me because I had that weapon in my hand. I 

would go and cut hedges all day. “They have to be just right,” and “He's going 

to be home in a few days,” and “Why do I have to do this?” Somehow that 

line of thinking just sort of helped the motion, you know…. My only concern 

in doing chores was what was going to be my reward? And it was relatively 

small-looking now, but it seemed large then. My father never let me use the 

electric trimmers--he had electric trimmers, he just didn't let me use them. 

Maybe it was because he watched me attacking the hedges and thought he 

didn't want to have a headline in the newspaper that said “Local boy 

electrocuted trimming hedges in a thunderstorm….” So he wouldn’t allow me 

to use those kinds of things, and so I had to go out and attack the hedges with 

that most primitive implement. 

So he taught me how to do it with hand shears, and when I didn't do it right, 

then he would come home from work…and I was all done, and I was looking 

at my work thinking “There, it's all accomplished”…and I'd be standing there 

with the shears, resenting the work that I'd done. I would hear the footsteps of 

this man wonderfully dressed in the suit and wingtip shoes, and he had a 

particular gait as he walked. As he would say to me when I got my first pair of 

real dress shoes and we would walk to church, “Son, heel-toe, heel-toe, heel- 

toe.” And so that's the way he walked, and you could hear his gait. I would 

hear those steps coming up behind me, and I knew when I turned around what 

I would see: He would be waving his arms and saying “No! No! No! That's 

not how you trim hedges.” And then he would take the trimmers, and he 

would take me, and he would show me how to eye the hedges and trim along 

to be sure they were just right…and then go back and eye the hedges and then 

trim a little bit more…and eye the hedges and trim little bit more.” He loved 

to do chores, and he could do that for an hour, which was agonizing for me. 

But that's what it was like.   

So when I first heard the story about the Prodigal Son, I identified with him. I 

knew how he felt. Life for me was just chores. It was just one thing after 

another. A long list of “Have To’s,” I’d have to do this, and I’d have to be in 

by curfew, and I’d have to go to bed at a certain time. When I was an 

adolescent, I’d “have to” take a shower every day. That was the attitude of the 

younger son. He felt himself fenced in by obligations and by duties. How he 

longed to be free! How he longed to be away from his father because his 

father was all about duties and obligations. If he could get away from him, 

he'd be away from all the have to’s in his life. How he longed to go to the 

“Land of I Don't Have To”! 

Don’t we all? Think of the number of times that as we were growing up we 

longed to go to the “Land of I Don't Have To.” I wanted to go to college, I 

wanted to get away from my parents, I wanted to go as far away as possible. I 

really believe that my children chose their colleges by the distance they were 

from their home—and not whether it was a good school or not. “So why does 

it have to be North Carolina?”  

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   
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“It just does, Dad, it just does.” So off she went to go to the “Land of I Don't 

Have To’s.” “What time did you get in last night?” “Oh, 2 or 3 o'clock in the 

morning.” “How come you came in so late?” “Well, I don't know.” “How 

come you didn't come in by curfew?” “I don't have a curfew.” Or I'd go to my 

son when he was in college and I’d say, “Son, these sheets on your bed are 

kind of crunchy; have you changed them at all this semester?” And I knew 

what the answer would be: “No, I don't have to.” 

 

And so over and over again, it's one of the reasons why we'd like to be 

wealthy, because there'd be a host of things for which we could say “I don't 

have to.” That's what the son longed for, and then came that surprising 

response from his father, even though he rudely says to his father “I wish I had 

the inheritance now,” which was in effect saying “I wish you were already 

gone.” And then to his surprise one day his father said “Take the money and 

run. You can go now.” He divided up his property and gave his inheritance to 

the younger son. 
 

You know, there's something that human beings fail to take as seriously as 

God does, and that’s our freedom…that we have the freedom in every 

circumstance to do as we please. And perhaps the most fateful decision that 

God ever made in creation was to allow us our freedom. In fact, the only way 

we could have it is if God allowed it, which means that in God's grace He 

allows us even to refuse and to rebel against that grace. 
 

Well, life in the “Land of I Don't Have To” can seem pretty liberating, pretty 

empowering, at least for awhile. It's so great to stay out late, it's so great to 

spend any kind of money, it's so great to do whatever you please and not have 

anyone hovering over you saying “You have to do this” and “You have to do 

that….” And to know that you're in the “Land of I Don't Have To,” it’s kind of 

heady stuff. 
 

The problem, though, is that the further you get away from the have to’s of 

God and the have to’s of life, the further you move from the wisdom and 

presence of God because they are inseparable.   
 

The truth is that life is full of have to’s because we live in a cause-and-effect 

world. If we fail to do certain things, we may not get the results that we want 

to get. The laws and obligations that we have in life aren't just arbitrary rules. 

They are not just hoops that we have to jump through, but they are the natural 

consequences of the way we live our lives:  

- If you want to be healthy, well, you have to eat right or you have to exercise.  

- If you want to have good kids, you have to love them and discipline them and 

raise them right.  

And that requires a lot of have to’s.  
 

- If you want to have a good marriage, you have to be loving and respectful to 

your spouse.   

- If you want to grow spiritually, you have to trust God and obey God's 

commands. 

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   
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There are a lot of things in life that are just organically arranged that way. 

Kind of like the law of gravity: You don't break the law of gravity; it 

invariably breaks us. By the same token, although life in the “Land of I Don't 

Have To” can be a better standard of living, it might not be too pleasant. It 

may not be very rewarding or very fulfilling.  

There may not be much joy in the life of Have To. We get so focused on 

doing everything that God commands us that sometimes we get to the point of 

seeing everything in life as commands rather than grace. We fail to see they're 

all expressions of God's grace and God's love in our life. Usually we think that 

having obligations in life especially towards God makes us legalistic in our 

output, but it doesn't because God's grace should free us from every sense of 

obligation and duty in the sense of working for God. But legalism isn't about 

whether we have obligations or not. Legalism is about the way we regard 

those duties and obligations. Jesus said it's about our hearts; it's about our 

attitude.   
 

I'm reminded of the Apostle Paul’s words in 1 Corinthians 13:3 as he spoke 

about devotion.  Remember what he said, “Even if I give away all that I 

possess to the poor and sacrifice my body to the flames that I may boast all 

these things God I have done for you, but do not have love, I gain nothing.” In 

other words it's all in vain when the fruit of obedience is apart from genuine 

devotion. I'm reminded of that in the story of Jesus and Peter in the last 

chapter of John. When Jesus has breakfast with Peter and asks him a series of 

three times, “Peter, do you love me? I just need to know, do you love me?” 

And each time he says “Yes,” Jesus says, “Well then, feed my sheep; care for 

my lambs.” 

There's a command. Once they settle that question of devotion, everything 

else after that is a command that Peter is perfectly willing to follow. You see, 

all the commands or God are intended to bring us closer to God's heart into 

the person of God. 

But when we separate obedience from genuine devotion, we just end up with 

selfish pride. Perhaps it's so we can boast of all that we're doing for God as in 

the words of the older brother. Perhaps it's to be able to boast all these things I 

have done for you, God….Now what are you going to do for me?  And we 

begin to think maybe that obedience is a way for us to earn our way into a 

relationship.  

I think of a friend of mine who once told me the story that was sort of a 

formative story of his youth. He was swimming with friends in California, and 

the undertow pulled him out and he drowned, but they pulled him to shore, 

gave him CPR, and brought him back to life. And I'll never forget him looking 

me in the eye and pointing his finger at me and saying, “And you know what? 

After that day, every single breath that I took was a gift of grace.” And I 

looked at him and said, “What about all the breaths before that….Did you 

earn those?” You see, it didn't suddenly become true that every breath was a 

gift of grace. It only became true that you suddenly realized it by being 

brought back to life.   

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   
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And sometimes we talk about the have to’s in our faith in order to substitute 

obedience for relationship with God. Sounds strange, but I think it happens to a lot of 

us. Soon God becomes little more than a philosophy, or a theology, or a concept 

rather than an authentic relationship. 

If you were to ask me why I think young people are walking away from the church, 

that's what I'd point to. We are not helping them build a personal relationship with 

God. Instead, what we're trying to do is influence their theology, their thinking, and 

their practice--which may explain why it is that when God shows up, it's not with a 

few more chapters in the law, it's in the person of Jesus.  

I've always wanted to write a sequel to this story. One time I sat down and I wrote 

sequels to several of the parables, and I even thought about publishing it. My wife 

read it and said “Don't.” But I've always imagined what the day after would be in that 

story. Here's what I imagine:  

I imagine that you hear the rooster crow off in the distance. The sun is about to rise, 

and you hear stirring going on in the house, and somebody is in there making 

breakfast for everyone else. And after breakfast is made and all prepared, it's laid out 

for everyone who is going to go out in the fields.  We look in the distance as the sun 

is rising, and we can see the shadow of this one sort of jauntily walking along off to 

the fields off to work. And you realize it's the younger son because it's his first day of 

work; it's his first day of getting to go to work 

Have you ever been unemployed? I was unemployed, spent about a year being 

unemployed and scared to death. Then I spent time working contracts here and there, 

part-time arrangements over the next few years to try to hold the family together, pay 

bills, and do all that kind of stuff. Now at the place where I work, at CASA of Travis 

County as the Director of Volunteers, my boss will regularly call me in and say, 

“Look, you can't be working all these hours. You're working way too many hours.”  

And I say, “No, no, no; you don't understand. I get to work all these hours. I don't 

have to do this.  And as long as I'm not in trouble, I'll probably keep working all 

those hours. 

For the first time in his life, the younger son doesn't have to go to work anymore. He 

gets to. There's something wonderful in our lives when suddenly that switch takes 

place. There's something wonderful that happens when you know you don't have to 

change your address. You don't have to change your job you're in, you don’t have to 

change clothes….You just have to change your mind and realize that everything that 

seems like I have to is really a get to. And everything in your life will be transformed.  

You might even find yourself enjoying things that you used to hate, say, chores like 

trimming hedges. Which is what I was thinking on that day when I finished up and 

was admiring my work and thinking “What a transformation!” I remember when I 

hated to do this and I didn't do it very well. And as I was thinking that, I heard the 

footsteps; only this time the footsteps weren't that confident stride of a man in 

wingtips. They were slippers of a man in his bathrobe and slippers in the last six 

months of his battle with cancer. By springtime he would be gone. And as he walked 

up behind me and I could hear the not-quite-as-confident shuffling along of his 

footsteps, I knew when I turned around what I'd see, and he didn't disappoint me. As 

soon as he did, I saw him going “No, no, no, you don't have to do that.” I said, “I 

know that, Dad, I know that.”  

Amen. 

”From Have To to Get To” 
Ephesians 1:3-14; Luke 15:11-32   
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