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FROM THE  
PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings/Saludos, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The first recorded use of the Greek word tριάς [later trinitas in Latin (#3) 
and then trinity in English] was in the year 170. The first Trinitarian 
structured creed was the Nicene Creed in the year 325 and finally the 
Apostles’ Creed was adopted in the year 398. 
 
It took almost 4 centuries to agree on this doctrine that became the back-
bone of the theology and orthodoxy of the christian faith.  The develop-
ment of the doctrine responded to the different heresies that arose during 
those centuries. 
 
This year Trinity Sunday is observed on Sunday, June 11th, and it is an 
occasion to come together over this last event in the Liturgical Calendar, 
and hear from our Summer Intern Jenny Saperstein preaching.  
 
Stayed tuned for our Vacation Bible School on June 16-18 and our June 
24th Garage Sale. 
 
 
 

Peace/Paz/Shalom:  
Pastor Jesse 

 

Rev. Jesus Juan Gonzalez 
“Jesse”  
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Please join me in welcoming Austin Presbyterian Theological 
Seminary rising Senior Jennifer “Jenny” Saperstein as our 
2017 Summer Intern. NCFA continues its longstanding mutual 
benefit relationship with the Seminary providing students with 
the opportunity to practice their pastoral training and skills. 
 

Bio: Jenny has been a student at Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary since Fall 2014 when she and her 
husband Patrick moved here from Greeley, Colorado. Jenny 
grew up in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), the daughter of a 
minister. She has been ordained as both a deacon and an elder 
in the church. She is currently a member of First United 
Presbyterian Church of Loveland, Colorado and is under care as 
an inquirer with them and the presbytery of Plains and Peaks 
(in Colorado). Jenny is hoping to move to candidacy this Fall. 
Jenny has one more year of Seminary and will graduate next 
Spring 2018. Jenny and Patrick have often worshipped with 
New Covenant Fellowship since arriving in Austin. They have 
one child, Jacob, who will be a year old in June. Fun fact: When 
they got married, Patrick took Jenny's last name! 
 

Jenny will be joined by husband Patrick, son Jake, and mother 
Liz, so please be sure to also welcome them! This is a shared 
internship between NCFA and Genesis Presbyterian Church, so 
Jenny will spend the first 5 weeks with us (starting May 30th) 
and the last 5 weeks with GPC.   
 

While with us, Jenny will visit with Session, Committees, and 
Men’s; will help with VBS, leading one Wednesday Night Prayer 
& Praise, serving Communion, and preaching on three Sundays; 
and will attend Mission Presbytery summer meeting in New 
Braunfels.   
 

Let us all do our best in providing Jenny with a valuable and 
rewarding internship experience. 
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 Thank you, Pastor Jesse, for the sermon explaining how we 
are all members of the Body of Christ. 

 Praise for Cathy T. enjoying having her daughters both in 
Austin after a 3 ½ year separation.  Lift up their employment 
opportunities and joy in everyday life. 

 Praise for Danita’s new granddaughter Zara Elena finally 
making her appearance—right on time.   

 Lift up Rex’s father and caregivers as they provide for his 
needs.  Lift up the city of London as the people struggle to 
recover from multiple Radical Islamic terrorist attacks.   

 Lift up a friend Julie as she grieves the recent death of her 
mother.   

 Lift up the Holland family as they grieve George’s death.   

 Lift up Lucy’s brother Michael as he enjoys good times with 
his family and adjusts to living with cancer. 

 Praise for “boring reports” from Vi’s annual visit to the Mayo 
Clinic.  Hallelujah for actual improvement!  Vi says, “I believe 
that if we are thankful for what we have, God will give us 
more.” 

 Praise for the celebration at the Community Garden and the 
appearance of produce.   

 Greetings to NCF from the pastor in Chiapas. 
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 Praise for Kimberley arriving home safely from her mission 
trip to Ethiopia.  Lift up healing from the virus she caught in 
transit.   

 Lift up all people grieving the loss of loved ones.   

 Lift up people dealing with times of transition, issues with 
children, issues with jobs or workplace conflicts.   

 Praise for the Pre-K graduates writing their own play starring 
Charlie as Wonder Woman, Carver as The Flash, and 
Alexandria as Volcano the Puppy.   

 Praise for Jake’s 1st birthday tomorrow. 

 Schools out for summer—watch out for children, lift up their 
safety at all times.  Lift up safe travel for families.  

 Lift up caregivers Tracey and Carol caring for aging mothers. 

 Praise for NCFs college graduates:  Henny, Placid, and Safia. 

 Praise for Debbie graduating from Medical School.  Carol will 
help her move to Baltimore to begin her Internal Medicine 
Residency at Johns Hopkins.  Lift up save travel for the move. 
Lift up the newlyweds while they are separated this next year 
by residency obligations.   
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Sunday,  June 11th    

Jenny Saperstein 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  
share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  
of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  
racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 
with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 
to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  
worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 
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INTRODUCTION:  

The Christian holiday of Pentecost (Ancient Greek: Πεντηκοστη  
[η με ρα], Pentēkostē [hēmera], "[the] fiftieth [day]") is celebrated 50 
days from Easter Sunday, counting inclusive of Easter Sunday itself, i. 
e. 49 days or 7 weeks after Easter Sunday. Therefore, it always occurs 
on a Sunday. It is also the 10th day after Ascension Thursday, which 
itself is 40 days from Easter, counting inclusive of Easter Sunday itself. 
 
The Christian Pentecost is based on the New Testament, where it re-
fers to the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ, as described in the Acts of the Apostles 2:1–31. 
According to Luke in Acts 2, the descent of the Holy Spirit occurred 
during the Jewish day of Shavuot (Hebrew: שבועות   , lit. "Weeks"), the 
Feast of Weeks, a prominent feast on the calendar of ancient Israel 
celebrating the giving of the Law to Moses at Sinai. Subsequently, 
"Pentecost" may refer to the Pentecost of the New Testament and 
Shavuot of the Old Testament. Shavuot is a significant event shared by 
Jews and Christians, but Christians do not commonly celebrate it as a 
separate holiday. 

 
In the Christian liturgical year it became a feast commemorating what 
is described by some Christians as the "Birthday of the Church." 
The holy day is also called "White Sunday" or "Whitsunday," especial-
ly in the United Kingdom, where traditionally the next day, Whit Mon-
day, is also a public holiday. In Eastern Christianity Pentecost can also 
refer to the entire 50 days of Easter through Pentecost inclusive; 
hence the book containing the liturgical texts for Paschaltide is called 
the "Pentecostarion." 

The One and Same Spirit 
 

Numbers 11:24-30; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 4th, 2017: Day of Pentecost  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inclusive_counting
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Spirit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_%28Christian%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_Christ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Acts_of_the_Apostles
http://bible.oremus.org/?passage=Acts+2:1%E2%80%9331:1&version=nrsv
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavuot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Israel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_given_to_Moses_at_Sinai
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shavuot
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whitsunday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whit_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Whit_Monday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paschaltide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pentecostarion
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In Germany Pentecost is termed  "Pfingsten" and often coincides with 
scholastic holidays and the beginning of many outdoor and spring-
time activities, such as festivals and organized outdoor activities by 
youth organizations. The Monday after Pentecost is a legal holiday in 
many European nations. 
 
From the early days of Western Christianity, Pentecost became one of 
the days set aside to celebrate Baptism. In Northern Europe Pentecost 
was preferred even over Easter for this rite (or “sacrament”), as the 
temperatures in late spring might be supposed to be more conducive 
to outdoor immersion as was then the practice. It is proposed that the 
term Whit Sunday derives from the custom of the newly baptized 
wearing white clothing, and from the white vestments worn by the 
clergy in English liturgical uses. The holiday was also one of the three 
days each year (along with Christmas and Easter) on which Roman 
Catholics were required to confess and receive Holy Communion in 
order to remain in good ecclesiastical standing.  
 
TEXT  
 
1 Corinthians Chapter 12 (Not traditional account of Acts 2:1-13) 
Verse 11:   But it is one and the same Spirit (Pneuma), who does all 
this; as he wishes, he gives a different gift to each person. 
 
In Greek: All moreover this things works (energei) the one and the 
same Spirit apportioning personally to each as he wills. 
 
Verse 4: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts (charismato n)…  
Verse 5: There are different ways of serving (diakonio n)… 
Verse 8: The Spirit gives one person a message full of wisdom 
(sophias); the Spirit gives another person a message full of 
knowledge (gno seo s). 
Verse 12: Christ is like a single body (so matos), which has many 
parts; it is still one body (so ma), even though it is made up of dif-
ferent parts.  
Sṓma – the physical body of animals and humans. Sṓma is also used 
figuratively for the mystical Body of Christ (= the Church, the one peo-
ple of God).  
Psychosomatic medicine is an interdisciplinary medical field explor-
ing the relationships among social, psychological, and behavioral fac-
tors on bodily processes and quality of life in humans and animals. 
 
 

The One and Same Spirit 
 

Numbers 11:24-30; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Communion
http://biblehub.com/greek/pneuma_4151.htm
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http://biblehub.com/greek/diakonio_n_1248.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/sophias_4678.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/gno_seo_s_1108.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/so_matos_4983.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/so_ma_4983.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interdisciplinary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quality_of_life
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LESSON:  

 
 

Instead of reflecting only on Luke’s account of the fulfillment of Jesus’ 
promise 10 days after his ascension into heaven during the Festival of 
Weeks, I chose 1 Corinthians, the more practical text, as one depicting 
how the Holy Spirit was working in an active Christian community 
like the church in Corinth. 
The word Pentecost in itself has no etymological root as well as no 
grammatical connection with the Spirit or spiritual gifts. It is, of 
course, logically related to the coming of the Holy Spirit and spiritual 
gifts granting only because it happened during this festival. 
We can surely speak of the spirit of Pentecost referring to the extraor-
dinary manifestation of the Paráklētos (the Helper) but not get stuck 
on the name or the concept of Pentecost. 
Nowhere in the universal creeds and the confessional documents of 
the Reformed Tradition is a second baptism – i.e. baptized by or with 
the Holy Spirit – required as a proof of salvation. And nowhere in the 
Directory of Worship a Pentecost-style baptism described or mandat-
ed.  
 

Is the Holy Spirit really active among us? 
Yes, this text in 1 Corinthians reveals to us how the Holy Spirit is ful-
filling its commission as the helper and advocate of the Body of Christ 
and its many members. 
 

 

The One and Same Spirit 
 

Numbers 11:24-30; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 4th, 2017: Day of Pentecost  
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Don’t you think the Holy Spirit is in you? Listen to this. 
Verse 11 would read like this: But it is one and the same Spirit 
(Pneuma), who works (energei) all this; 
energéō/en, "engaged in," which intensifies érgon, "work") – proper-
ly, energize, working in a situation which brings it from one stage 
(point) to the next, like an electrical current energizing a wire, bring-
ing it to a shining light bulb. 
 
Don’t you think you are a charismatic person?  
Xárisma (from "grace," xáris) – properly, the operation of grace 
(divine favor), i.e. a grace-endowment to edify the Church (note the -
ma suffix, focusing on the end-result of the endowment of grace). 
Xárisma ("grace-gift") divinely empowers a believer to share God's 
work with others, i.e. Spirit-empowered service to the Church to carry 
out His plan for His people. Xárisma (but not limited to) "spiritual 
gifts." Xarismata (the plural form) literally means "grace-
endowments."] 
Verse 4 would read like this: There are different kinds of spiritual 
charisma. You may not be a popular or charming person, but even if 
you have just one gift or talent, you are a charismatic person. 
 
Don’t you feel you are a helpful person? 
Diakonía – ministry; active service, done with a willing (voluntary) 
attitude (diakonos).  
For the believer, diakonía ("ministry") specifically refers to Spirit-
empowered service guided by faith (pístis, "the Lord's inbirthed per-
suasion"). 
Verse 5 would read like this: There are different ways of diakonia. 
With or without the ordination for the Office of Deacon, we all are 
servants; we all are called to serve. 
 
And all of these can be felt and experienced when everyone is con-
nected to each other as members (melos) of the Body (soma) of 
Christ. 
Mélos – properly, a member (part) belonging to the whole; 
(figuratively) any function of human personality, such as "sanctified 
imagination" (Romans 6:13; Colossians 3:5; James 4:1). Mélos also 
specifically refers to believers as part (members) of Christ's mystical 
body (Ephesians 5:30). 
Mélos was used in antiquity of instruments of war and implements 
("working parts") of a ship. Paul used it in relation to the various func-
tions of human personality. 

The One and Same Spirit 
 

Numbers 11:24-30; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 4th, 2017: Day of Pentecost  
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CONCLUSION  

 
 
 
 
Verse 3b: and no one can confess “Jesus is Lord,” unless he is guid-
ed by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Connecting the dots, this is the conclusive point: The Eucharist is an-
other symbol of the active presence of the Holy Spirit in our Fellow-
ship. The elements of the sacrament represent the Body of Christ and 
that’s us. Our sisters and brothers serving you the elements represent 
the call to diakonia (service) for everyone. In coming forward to the 
table, we are looking to be energized so our charisma (gifts/talents) is 
helpful in advancing the coming of the Kingdom of God to earth. This 
is also a representation of the one and same Spirit that came upon 
those 120 gathered in Jerusalem 50 days after Passover and 10 days 
after Jesus’ ascension into Heaven.   
 
 
Amen.    
 

The One and Same Spirit 
 

Numbers 11:24-30; 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
June 4th, 2017: Day of Pentecost  
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WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 

 
If you are able to donate food items to this table, please 
feel free to do so and bless you for 
your contribution.  Paper bags with 
handles are also needed and if you 
have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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Café Justo  
Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Ur-
bina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure, organic coffee 
which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of jus-
tice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on 
their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Commit-
tee.  Please see Caly Fernández to place an order.  Coffee is 
available in 1 and 5 pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is 
$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medium roast 
and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee will 
be delivered biweekly to NCFA. 

 

Contact Caly to make your purchase  
today!  (512)228-4712 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HYMN SING and POTLUCK DINNER  
 

NCFA is invited to join Genesis Church on July 2, 
2017. There will provide an opportunity for  

everyone to select their favorite hymns. 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Jesus (Jesse) Gonzalez 
Interim Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

* 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  
Ulysses Cox 
Rey Mojica 
Ashley Phillips 
Scott Phillips 
Cathy Trifiro 
Roxann Vallejo 

              

 

 
11

th
                   Trinity Sunday 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 
                Jenny Saperstein 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

 

13
th

    6:30pm  Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 
   7:00pm Bible Study 
 

14
th

    6:30pm Fellowship Dinner 
   7:00pm  Fellowship Dinner 
 

16
th-18

th  

   Vacation Bible School  
    
18

th
         2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 
                Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

             JUNE 

1
st 

   Eli Smith   
2

nd
      Trish Holland    

    Aria Ella   
4

th  
    Becca Weaver Longino             

    Dana Williams   
7

th
      Edna Parrish  

12
th

    Scott Phillips  
13

th
    Nancy Harris   

    Penelope Booth   
14

th
    Justina Okyere Mireku  

15
th

    Madison Lopez   
20

th
    Richard Tallman   

22
nd  

  Eddie Daniels, Jr.   
25

th
    Alice Hernandez  

     Heather Oglesby               
    Robert Booth   
29

th
    Ulyssess Cox, Jr 

 

12
th

   Charles and Pat Nemir  

18
th

  Ulysses and Gina Cox 

20
th

  Tim  and Tracey Lenz 

JUNE 2017 


