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Dear NCFA Family and Friends: 

 

 

I am grateful to God for the safe return of our Chiapas Project Missionary 

Team, led by Elder Caly Fernández and supported by team members Elder 

Estela Sifuentes and the tagalong, me. The country is beautiful, and the people 

are innovative and courageous in both precarious and precious circumstances. 

We experienced moments of blockades in the streets to blended worship in an 

outdoor sanctuary. The Lord paved the way for us to establish a relationship 

with Yobel Seminary and CODIPRECH (Comunión de Iglesias Presbiterianas 

y Reformadas de Chiapas). Prayerfully, the way will be made clear for our 

partnership with the Tzeltzal Synod. 
 

The last night we experienced watching the market turn into a community 

event with music, dancing, eating, and families connecting. Even while we 

enjoyed the wonders of Chiapas, we also worked alongside of our hosts, who 

exposed us to economic and education opportunities for marginalized women 

being equipped for better experiences. We were blessed to learn of a chil-

dren’s ministry, where the pastor serves 12-15 children with limited resources. 
 

We are believing God for great things abroad and locally. Upon my return, I 

attended a Promotora Community Healthcare Worker Training at the Thomp-

son Center, a Fellowship of Christian Athletes leadership meeting at the Uni-

versity of Texas, and leadership training for “Art of Neighboring” at Covenant 

Presbyterian Church. We are preparing to come alongside Jessica Lee’s cam-

pus ministry at Texas State University in San Marcos. On Friday, September 

4th, we are hosting Church Women United. Cathy Angell, chair of Disciple-

ship, continues to work with the women of NCFA to further the work initiated 

by our beloved Elder Jane Mack. 
 

I am thankful for the leadership last Sunday of Shane Blackshear, who 

preached at our 8:15am chapel service, and Rev. Ellis Oglesby, who preached 

at our 10:15am service. This Sunday Deacon Lucy Oglesby will preach at 

the chapel service, and I will preach at the 10:15am service, which will be our  

Family-Friendly Worship Service. Come and enjoy faith-filled and fun wor-

ship with the rest of our NCFA Family and Friends. 
 

Our Session will meet after worship to discuss our 2016 budget and future 

plans for NCFA with regard to our space needs to expand our ministry. Gene-

sis presented our 2016 lease agreement with no increases in our rent. We con-

tinue to express our appreciation for Elder Tim Lenz and the Rev. Jeff 

Saddington who continue to serve on the Wilshire Campus Communications 

Group. 
 

We will continue our New Beginnings conversations on September 13th and 

conclude them on September 27th with a Session meeting. Special thanks to 

our Deacons and Nominations Committee who have adapted their meeting 

times so that we can make the most of the New Beginnings process. Please…

Please complete your homework and turn it in. We are looking into other op-

tions to capture information online. The Nominations Committee continues to 

provide great work behind the scenes, and we hope to present the new slate of 

officers to be examined, approved, and trained soon. 

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



August 28, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Elder Robert Booth will be teaching Salsa on Saturday evenings, September 5, 

12, 19, and 26, from 6 to 9pm. Please plan to attend. No assembly or previous 

experience required….Come learn and dance in a safe environment, whether 

you have two left feet and no rhythm or not.  

Last week’s lectionary reading from Ephesians (below) reminds us to be alert 

ambassadors, armed with the armor of God, and to affirm each other so that we 

are able to proclaim the Good News boldly in the community and marketplace. 

In high school I used to love game days. We could wear our jerseys and jeans 

as we entered the gym for the pep rallies. The experiences were great; however, 

no matter how great they were, we still had to play the game. The pep rally is 

over. It’s time to suit up. 

Ephesians 6:10-20  
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power. 11 Put on the 

whole armor of God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil. 12 For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this 

present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly plac-

es. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to 

withstand on that evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand 

therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around your waist, and put on the 

breastplate of righteousness. 15 As shoes for your feet put on whatever will 

make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. 16 With all of these, take the 

shield of faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows 

of the evil one. 17 Take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, 

which is the word of God. 18 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and 

supplication. To that end keep alert and always persevere in supplication for 

all the saints. 19 Pray also for me, so that when I speak, a message may be giv-

en to me to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which 

I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it boldly, as I must 

speak. 
 

Finally, from the lectionary reading of  John 6:65-69, we hear Jesus address 

his disciples after watching other disciples throw in the towel. Life can make 

you want to throw in the towel, but I hope you will choose to say “Yes” to 

God’s daily invitation. Hear the words of our Savior and Simon Peter:  

 
65And he said, “For this reason I have told you that no one can come to me 

unless it is granted by the Father.” 66Because of this many of his disciples 

turned back and no longer went about with him. 67So Jesus asked the twelve, 

“Do you also wish to go away?” 68Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to 

whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to be-

lieve and know that you are the Holy One of God.”  
 

I pray that you will continue to trust in the Lord for things great and small. I 

pray that you will say each day with conviction, “Lord, to whom can we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 69We have come to believe and know that 

you are the Holy One of God.”  

Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 



August 28, 2015 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 

NCFA children and Youth Ministry  
Volunteers are needed You are needed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please consider ways you can help solidify our ministry: 
         - Assist utopia in the nursery 
         - ASSIST TEACHERS IN CHURCH SCHOOL 
         - BRING CREATIVE IDEAS 
         - SERVE WHEREVER YOU ARE NEEDED        

All Welcome 
 

NEW 
  

 

 

 

TO BEGIN THIS SUNDAY 

IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

9:30AM 
 

Just one requirement:  

A LOVE OF GLORIFYING GOD  

THROUGH MUSIC! 
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 Lift up proper treatment, effective help, and willing compliance for 

Scott when he sees a doctor on Monday. 

 Praise that Brenda Lee’s recent cancer diagnosis has been determined 

to be much more positive than first thought, and she will be able to 

come visit Ashley and Scott. 

 Praise for the meaningfulness of today’s service, Jimmy and Kimberly 

sharing their musical gifts, and the thought provoking sermon about 

judging. 

 Lift up a family with four children (ages 1 to 11) who have been evicted 

from their home before their new residence is ready for them.  They 

are currently living in a hotel facing financial issues and the beginning 

of school.   

 Lift up an easy labor for Catherine as she delivers Layla Pearl into this 

world.   

 Lift up comfort and solace for Uncle Roy as he slowly declines in 

Hospice Care.  Lift up endurance and patience for his wife and family. 

 Praise for Said’s good appointment with a Neurologist.  Lift up plans 

and approaches that will be made. 

 Lift up a friend for peace, strength, and healing following surgery for 

cancer. 

 Lift up peace and solace for friends grieving the loss of their daughter. 

 Lift up safety and fun for the pool party at the Carooms’ this 

afternoon. 

 Praise for healing for Matthew and Kyrie; for the beginning of 

Matthew’s final year in seminary; and for Kathryn’s news of the 

expected arrival of a new family member come the end of 

March!  Hooray, a new baby for NCF! 

 Lift up Ben’s mother as she recovers from a fall. 

 Praise God for the safe return of our Chiapas missionary team.  Lift up 

the continued spread of The Gospel among the people contacted by the 

missionaries. 

 Ole! Salsa Classes will resume in September. See Robert for details  
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Session Members  

*Rev. James Lee 
Pastor/Moderator 
*Elder Kathy Smith 
Clerk of Session 
*Rev. Bill Harris  
Administration & Personnel 
*Elder Tim Lenz 
Buildings & Grounds 
*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Congregational Life 
*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
*Elder Cathy Angell  
Discipleship  & Women’s 
Ministry 
*Elder Caly Fernandez 
Evangelism 
*Elder Tracey Lenz 
Finance & Stewardship 
*Elder Robert Booth 
Lay Ministry  
*Elder Benton Hooks 
Men’s Ministry 
*Elder Vernon Bailey 
Missions 
*Elder Charles Robinson 
Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  

Connie Jones, Chair  

Kathryn Aldas 

Ulysses Cox 

Naomi Jones 

Samuel Okyere Mireku 

Lucy Oglesby 

Ashley Phillips 

Carol Saddington 

Cathy Trifiro 

Roxann Vallejo 

 

                 

30th  14th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Lucy Oglesby, preaching 

      9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
       10:15am  Worship at  
   1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Pastor James H. Lee, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
   12:15pm Session Meeting  

           
1st   6:30pm Men’s Ministry   

   Dinner, Study at 7pm  
 

2nd  6:30pm Dinner and fellowship 
   7:00pm Ministry Meetings 
 
6th   15th  Sunday after Pentecost 
     8:15am Waller Creek Chapel   
 Vernon Bailey, preaching 

      9-10am   Adult Sunday School 
       10:15am  Worship at  
   1507 Wilshire Blvd. 
    Rev. Bill Harris, preaching  
     Sunday School during worship;  
    Ages 3-5-Rm 1, Grades 1-5 -Rm 7 
   12:15pm Nominations Committee 
    

August – September 

4
th

    Alexandria Washington 

   Carver Washington 

   T’ahna Daniels 

5
th

  Safia Essien 

7
th

  Aaron Lee 

8
th 

     Roxann Vallejo                        

9
th

     Ben Hooks 

   Chris Cortez 

   Illiyana (Chica) Cortez      

10
th

 Gray Montgomery     

11
th 

 Katasha Williams 

15
th

 D’Sean “De De” Johnson 

17
th

  Mary Mojica 

   Charles Nemir   

         Eddie Daniels III      

24
th

  Zachary Ryan Castilleja 

         Rachel Draper-Marion 

25
th

 Rick Oglesby   

27
th

 Abraham Weaver 

   Eddie Daniels, III 

29
th

 Tyler Weaver 

30
th

 Rev. Jeff Saddington 
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5th         Jimmy Bohn and Kimberly Hall 

25th     Vernon and Doris Bailey 

28th     Bill and Nancy Harris 

28th Bill and Edna Parish 
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i n v i t es y o u  t o  j o i n  u s f o r  

w o r sh i p ser v i c e!
Ev er y  Su n d a y  8a m  - 9a m

N CFA Ch a pel  a t  t h e Wa l l er  Cr eek  Sc h o o l   

410 0  Red  Ri v er  St .

En t er  t h r o u g h  t h e 41st St r eet  Ga t e

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d

 R
iv

e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

invites you to join us for 
worship service!

Every Sunday 8am - 9am
NCFA Chapel at the Waller Creek School  

4100 Red River St.

Enter through the 41st Street Gate

NCFA 

Chapel Hancock Center

41st St 

R
e
d
 
R

iv
e
r

The Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin (PCUSA)

1507 Wilshire Blvd., Ste.6, Austin, TX 78722-1100, 512-334-3041, www.ncfaustin.org

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 8:15am -- 

Waller Chapel 
 

Come rise and shine with us  

at our 8:15am chapel service 

where we glorify God 

through the Word, Prayer, Hymns, 

and Communion. 
 

       41st and Red River, entrance gate on 41st. 
           

In the words of Phillips, Craig & Dean, 

“Come, just as you are, to worship.” 

All are welcome to this traditional,  

intimate style of worshiping our Lord. 

NCFA Waller Creek Chapel  — Upcoming Preachers 
 

August 30 — Lucy Oglesby 
September 6 —  Vernon Bailey 

September 13 —  Sam Okyere Mireku 
 

   Prayerfully seeking a musician called to join this worship service. 

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 

10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family 

come share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall of  

Genesis Presbyterian Church on the  

Wilshire Campus starting at10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  

racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share 

God’s love with all. In response to God’s love, we are 

called to equip disciples to faithfully serve, to encour-

age seekers to joyfully commit, and to implore all to  

worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

 

NCFA Sunday Schedule 
 
 

8:15am - Worship Service 

Waller Creek Chapel   

41st St. and Red River  

 

 10:15am - Worship Service 

1507 Wilshire Blvd.  

9am Adult Sunday School  

10am Fellowship 

10:45am - Children’s Church 
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Rev. James H. Lee, Pastor 

NCFA FOOD PANTRY 
 

All are welcome to participate in our FOOD PANTRY , 

a crisis ministry initiative of the Deacons. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This month’s special request is: 

Peanut Butter and Crackers 
 

If you or someone you know needs food, please take some. 

If you can help replenish our supply, 

UNEXPIRED NONPERISHABLES ARE WELCOME. 

+ = 
“Love Thy Neighbor” 
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Café Justo 
 

IF YOU LIKE COFFEE OR 
                                      KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES 

 

Consider supporting the NCFA Evangelism Committee and its 
partnership with Café Justo to bless this coffee grower’s 

cooperative. 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, 
Mexico. They market a pure organic coffee which is grown, harvested, and 
marketed in the spirit of justice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to 
remain on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Committee. Please see 
Caly Fernández to place an order. Coffee is available in 1- and 5-lb. bags. The 
cost of a 1-lb. bag is $9 and a 5-lb. bag is $35. Dark roast, medium roast, and 
decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee are delivered biweekly to 
NCFA         
 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!    512-228-4712 

 

 

 
September 4, Friday  Church Women United will celebrate with an 
Ecumenical Action  Emphasis theme, meeting 9:30 AM-11:30 AM, 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin, PCUSA, 1507 Wilshire Blvd.,  

An offer to our youth:  
"I would like anyone under the age of 18 to know that I have 

$10 for any child who can recite a Psalm in worship.  

—Ellis Oglesby 
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Course Title: Promoting Healthy Choices and Community Changes  

Organization: Office of Minority Health, U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices 

Language: Available in both Spanish and English  

Cost: Free 

CEUs: Non-DSHS Certified CEUs for CHWs 

Location: Online/- e-learning.  

Time: Self-paced 

Go to https://promotores.thinkculturalhealth.hhs.gov/default_en.asp 

More information: This e-learning program builds the capacity of promotores de salud 
in the U.S. to promote individual- and community-level changes towards good health. It 
aims to equip promotores de salud with the necessary tools to become change agents in 
their communities. 

The Office of Minority Health designed the e-learning program to be used by any promo-
tor de salud, regardless of years of experience or the type of outreach in which they are 
engaged (e.g., nutrition, cancer, women’s health). Its simple layout and conversational 
tone makes it accessible to individuals with a wide range of computer and literacy skills. 
The e-learning program offers case studies, opportunities for self-reflection, and pre- and 
post-tests to assess knowledge gained.  

Promoting Healthy Choices and Community Changes is a product of the HHS Promo-

tores de Salud Initiative, coordinated by the HHS Office of Minority Health to pro-

mote the increased engagement of promotores de salud in health education 

and prevention efforts.  

SALSA…SALSA…SALSA 

Come on out and join us for some fun, 

fellowship, and fancy footwork. Each Sat-

urday in September from 6 to 9pm, here 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUwODIwLjQ4Mjc5MjYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MDgyMC40ODI3OTI2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTM1NDgyJmVtYWlsaWQ9Y2FseWZsb3dlcjIwMjBAeWFob28uY29tJnVzZXJpZD1jYWx5Zmxvd
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                                    A SPECIAL INVITATION to: 

 

All Churches in the Austin Cluster, Mission Presbytery (MP) Staff, General 

Council, and All Committee Members (both incoming and outgoing)! 
 

You are invited to Mission Presbytery’s inaugural Preferred Path skills training, 

to be held October 2-3, 2015, hosted by Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in 

Austin, TX. 
 

This course will be led by Dr. Karl Slaikeu, psychologist, mediator, formerly 

Transitional Shepherd of MP (2014), and founder of the Preferred Path Ministry 

(www.preferredpathministry.com), a program that has been in place at 

Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church in Austin since 2008.   
 

Course summary: This course provides an introduction to collaboration and 

conflict resolution in light of biblical principles, and provides practical experi-

ence with tools for communicating, building consensus and resolving conflict in 

church, family, work, school, and neighborhood settings. 
 

Key words: Strengthening relationships, positive communication, respectful 

listening, dialogue, consensus building, reconciliation, unity, conflict resolution, 

mercy, justice, peacemaking, community life, discipleship, spiritual disciplines, 

and tools for living. 
 

Format:  

Experiential Learning Model (ELM), begins Friday, October 2, 5:30 pm with a 

light supper, program 6:30-9:30 pm; Saturday, 9 am – 2:30 pm, with lunch at 

noon. 
 

Topics: 

1 – What is the Preferred Path (and do I really need this)? 

2 – The Conflict Grid (a tool for every step of the way). 

3 – Communicating well (strategies for difficult conversations). 

4 – Poles apart (‘You’ll never get these two together!’). 

5 – Resolving conflict (standard solutions in interpersonal peacemaking). 

6 – Integrating the Preferred Path into Church and Family life (how to keep de-

nial, court, and power plays from ruining your life). 
 

Course Fee: This training is offered at no charge to MP staff, General Council, 

and committees as a part of MP’s enrollment in the Preferred Path Ministry 

(www.preferredpathministry.com). 
 

A limited number of slots will be available to members of churches in the Aus-

tin community for fee of $25 per person (reduced from $95 per person) to cover 

meals and materials. 
 

Registration:. Go to this link to sign up: http://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040c45a8a82fa75-preferred 
 

Course Materials: Each participant receives course manual and access to on line 

follow up tools. 
 

Questions: Rev. Nancy Reeves (Mission Presbytery Transition Team rep-

grace.nereeves@gmail.com, or 512-517-7181) 
 

Please be sure to share with all leadership in your congregation!.   
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New Covenant Fellowship is a racially      

diverse community informed by the    

Bible and empowered by the Holy  

Spirit.  We are called to equip disciples to 

faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joy-

fully commit, and to implore all to worship 

our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace and live by faith.  

 

 

NEW COVENANT FELLOWSHIP IMPLEMENTS OUR  

MISSION BY EQUIPPING INDIVIDUALS TO LIVE FOR 

CHRIST AND MINISTER THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. 

 

FOUR AREAS OF FOCUS FOR 2015  

1.  Retain and minister to visitors and members 

through personal contacts, strengthening fami-

lies, ministry-driven events, and identifying and 

utilizing the numerous gifts of our members. 

2.  Better utilize social media and other modes of 

communication to celebrate our ministry, share 

resources, and organize ourselves. 

3.  Enhance our Children and Youth ministries 

through mentoring, attending their extracurricu-

lar activities, utilizing their gifts in worship, and 

assisting in the Nursery and Church School. 

4.  Continue emphasizing Marketplace Ministry, cel-

ebrating the various ministries within our church 

and community, and reaching out into the com-

munity like the Community Garden and our 

Health Fair in November. 

 

The Six Great Ends of the Church 

The proclamation of the gospel for the  salvation of human-

kind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual  fellowship of the  

children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the 

preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteous-

ness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 

world. (Book of Order G-1.0200) 

VISION STATEMENT 

MISSION STATEMENT 
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Judges 2:11-18                                                  
11 Then the Israelites did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and 

worshiped the Baals; 12 and they abandoned the Lord, the God of their 

ancestors, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt; they followed 

other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were all around them, 

and bowed down to them; and they provoked the Lord to anger. 13 They 

abandoned the Lord, and worshiped Baal and the Astartes. 14 So the anger 

of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to 

plunderers who plundered them, and he sold them into the power of their 

enemies all around, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies. 
15 Whenever they marched out, the hand of the Lord was against them to 

bring misfortune, as the Lord had warned them and sworn to them; and 

they were in great distress. 16 Then the Lord raised up judges, who 

delivered them out of the power of those who plundered them. 17 Yet they 

did not listen even to their judges; for they lusted after other gods and 

bowed down to them. They soon turned aside from the way in which their 

ancestors had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the Lord; 

they did not follow their example. 18 Whenever the Lord raised up judges 

for them, the Lord was with the judge, and he delivered them from the 

hand of their enemies all the days of the judge; for the Lord would be 

moved to pity by their groaning because of those who persecuted and 

oppressed them. 
 

Psalm 1                                                          
1 Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the 

path that sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers; 2 but their delight is in 

the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day and night. 3 They are 

like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, 

and their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper. 4 The 

wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 5 Therefore 

the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation 

of the righteous; 6 for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but 

the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

Luke 12:13-14                                                
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 

family inheritance with me.” 14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to 

be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 
 

I’ve been thinking a lot about judgment for the past couple of weeks. On 

Thursday I was in court, and there were lawyers and a judge. I was the 

plaintiff, and there were defendants, and…did I mention there was a judge? 

Last week I also had lunch with a friend of mine, a dear friend who I learned 

is an adulteress. And this is not the “Oh, I got drunk at the Christmas party” 

kind of adulteress. This is the “I’ve been living a double life for over a year” 

kind of adulteress. It was hard to stay away from judgment in that 

conversation.   
 

“Don’t Judge Me" 
Judge 2:11-18; Psalm 1; Luke 12:13-14 

 

Rev. Wm. Ellis Oglesby 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

August 23, 2015 
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But what really got me thinking about judgment was the Amy Schumer movie, 

“Trainwreck.” Did any of y’all see that? It starts out with Amy smooching on 

this guy, and you hear her voiceover where she says, “I have a boyfriend…but 

that’s not him.” And there’s another picture of her smooching with some other 

guy, and she goes, “Yeah, that’s not him, either.” Then she’s smooching with a 

third guy, and she says, “Well, that’s not him, either…but don’t judge me.”  
 

Don’t judge me? You’re smooching with three guys that aren’t your boyfriend 

and you don’t expect me to judge you???!   
 

Well, Jesus says something about not judging. And so we’ve got some 

Scriptures that we’re going to talk about a little bit today on this subject. First, 

we’re going to talk about what Scripture actually means with that—it’s a very 

narrow sort of meaning—and then we’re going to look at two ways that the 

Scriptures and this thought of judgment can play a role in our lives—where the 

Scripture speaks to us even beyond its original meaning. 
 

The ancient world was a very black-and-white kind of place. There weren’t a lot 

of grey areas, like “Maybe it’s good,” “Maybe it’s bad”—none of that. We 

heard it in Psalm 1—There are two ways…there is the way of the righteous and 

the way of the ungodly, and “the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but 

the way of the ungodly shall perish.” That’s it, there are only two ways.  
 

Now that hurts our modern sensibility a little bit, right? “Oh, everyone’s got 

their own path,” etc. Well, this is where our Reformed tradition is very helpful.   
 

Calvin reminds us that indeed there are only two ways, and all of us are on the 

wrong way: the way of the ungodly. Who is on the way of the righteous? No 

one. As Paul writes in Romans 3:10, “As it is written, there is none righteous, 

no, not one.” That’s the empty set. We are all the ungodly without Christ.  
 

And then we say, “Oh no, that’s so unfair….I mean, what do I do? I maybe 

cheat on my taxes a little bit, and I’m sort of prideful….But that guy over there 

is a mass murderer, you know? So why are we both in the same bucket? There 

is a world of difference between us.” 
 

Well, there is a world of difference between ants, too. The smallest ant on the 

earth is five millimeters, and the largest ant is about two and a half inches. 

That’s a big difference, but they’re both ants. It doesn’t matter; they’re both 

ants.  
 

So we’re all in this sinner bucket, and thankfully it’s Christ who lifts us out of 

this. But in the ancient world they didn’t see it that way. Basically, everyone 

thought that they were on the right side and that the other people were the 

ungodly. And so when Jesus says “Judge not,” what he is saying is don’t say 

that someone else is the ungodly. Don’t say that someone else is on this other 

path that you’re not on. In fact, this verse in Luke 6:37 actually clarifies it a 

little bit when it says, “Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and 

ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven.” So this idea in 

Scripture that this kind of judging we’re not supposed to do is about judging 

people’s eternal fate. That’s a no-no, and that’s what it means; that’s it.   
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We live in a world today where 75% of Americans say that Christians are 

judgmental. They don’t say that in a nice way, like they’re not praising us for 

that, and so I think there’s some room for some thinking about ways that not 

judging makes sense in a modern context.   
 

And the first one I’m going to point out is from the New Testament—this really 

odd Scripture we have from Jesus. These guys come to him and say, “Hey, 

Jesus, settle this problem,” right? And what is Jesus’ reply here? “Who made 

me a judge over you?” Well, I would like to reply, “The Lord Creator of the 

Universe made you judge over everyone….” But we don’t talk back to Jesus 

like that…but I think it, anyway.   
 

But what he’s gesturing to is really profound. Jesus is the final judge and our 

final hope, right, but that doesn’t make him the judge of every little thing. I 

went to court, and there was a judge, and she was appointed to judge; and that 

was the right thing for her to do because that’s what she was called do in that 

context. Now if she had met me outside and said, “Ellis, you really dress 

poorly,” well, she is not the judge of how I dress, right?  
 

And so we’re called to judge when we’re called to judge; but when we’re not 

called to judge, we’re not to judge. Now this sounds so obvious….Until you’re 

driving down the street and some bozo cuts you off, and you know that guy is a 

bozo because he cannot drive, and….well, you’re not a traffic cop. It’s not your 

job to judge him. Don’t judge him! Or we’re in the grocery store and there’s this 

little old lady with $200 worth of pennies she’s counting out, and we’re thinking 

“Oh, this crazy lady should not be….” But we’re not her banker, and it’s not for 

us to judge.  
 

There is this amazing thing that happens when we stop trying to be the judge of 

the universe: We can relax! 
 

If it’s not up to us to judge every person who does every little thing we don’t 

like, then we can rest into that, and we can focus on what we do because of 

course we are to judge our own actions.  We are to show good judgment.   
 

Now another thing about this judgment in the ancient world is that when you 

judged someone to be a sinner, they were unclean, and you didn’t have anything 

to do with them.  You didn’t hang out with them, you were better than they 

were, and you stay away from them.  
 

So I can know someone who’s doing something that I think is wrong or sinful 

or ungodly. I should use my own judgment and decide not to join in. I’m not 

going to pass judgment on that person, but I do have to consider whether I want 

to hang out with him. Is it a good idea for me to chill with this guy who is doing 

tings that I choose not to do because Scripture teaches me they are sinful? 

Should I still be his friend? The Bible has a pretty clear answer for that, and it’s 

a bit surprising. Who does Jesus get in trouble for hanging out with? Sinners 

and prostitutes and tax collectors.  So we’re going to look at “What would Jesus 

do?” And the answer is “Sure. Definitely. Hang out with them.” Maybe Christ 

can use you to bring light into the darkness.  
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There is an exception to this and it falls under the heading of self-preservation. 

We must not be so confident in our righteousness that we think we are above 

falling into sin. We aren’t. The worst mistake we can make is thinking, “That 

person is an adulteress, and I would never commit adultery.” That’s the wrong 

answer because there is no sin that we are not capable of committing. In the 

right circumstances, with the right amount of alcohol or whatever, we are 

capable of doing it. The posture we should take is, and Luther wrote it this way: 

“Fritz fell into whoredom yesterday; I hope I don’t fall into whoredom 

tomorrow.” Therefore, my friendship with this sinner becomes a cautionary tale 

of what could happen to me if I don’t watch out. 
 

We’re not called scripturally to avoid sinners unless what they’re doing is likely 

to pull us into sin. So if my buddy comes over and says, “Ellis, my favorite 

piano player is on tonight at the brothel. Let’s go listen to him.”…Yeah, I’m 

probably going to bow out of that, and it’s not because of a judgment against the 

person. It’s because the activity the person wants to engage in is not something I 

want to engage in. That does not make me better than this person. That does not 

make me less of a sinner. 
 

But we are called to use good judgment for ourselves even as we’re called not 

to judge others.   
 

So I’m going to close by repeating what I just said, which is this:  
 

First, when Jesus says “Don’t judge,” what he means is not to condemn other 

people. 
 

Second, we run into people all the time who are doing things that we would not 

do. And unless we’re called to judge them, like if we are on a jury, or we are a 

police officer—then let’s not judge them. 
 

Third, let’s continue to hang out with sinners and their friends. Love them and 

invite them to church, but don’t think we’re so far above their sin that we would 

never participate in it. 
 

Finally, let’s do our best to stay out of the situations where we are likely to fall 

into sin. 
 

In the name of Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, Hallelujah! Amen.  
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