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"We are currently in a season of transi-

tion as we discern who God is calling 

to serve as our next pastor.  

 

Our elders, deacons, church staff, and 

members are stepping up to make sure 

our weekly worship and activities con-

tinue in a Spirit-led and joy-filled way.   

 

As always, we remain committed to our 

mission to love our neighbors, grow in 

grace, and live by faith." 

New Covenant Fellowship  
of Austin 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Praise for Caly’s opportunity to celebrate her mother’s birthday 

in McAllen last weekend and for the news that her mother plans 
to come visit her in Austin soon. Thanksgiving for brother Car-
los’s birthday today and also for the successful outcome of 
Caly’s spinal procedure last week.  

 

 Lift up Genevieve for patience in her eagerness to receive stu-
dents into her preschool program and also for a good match of 
families to apply to “La Petite Maternelle Fleur de Lys.” 

 

 Prayers for our brother Rex as he faces surgery Tuesday for ba-
sal cell carcinoma removal near his eye, that his great anxiety 
may be relieved. 

 

 Thanksgiving for daughter Jessica’s hard work these past three 
months that will result in her graduation from rehab tomorrow 
(Monday) and for the great hopes she has for herself to remain 
sober and face a bright future. Thanksgiving for the help and 
prayers she has received from many folks in our church. 

 

 Prayers in the spirit of everything that’s been done here today, 
as in Becca’s sermon, that justice may really roll down like wa-
ters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, that it be in 
our hearts, in the hearts of our neighbors and friends, and in the 
hearts of the people that we have elected, that they understand 
what they have promised to do for us in the days week, months, 
and years ahead. 

 

 Prayers for Kimberly and Jimmy’s two homeschool co-ops in 
which chicken pox is running rampant due to families choosing 
not to vaccinate their children. 

 

 Praise for Becca’s sermon, for creating the space for us to be 
thoughtful in prayer about the state of social justice in our world 
right now. Recalling recent studies, one naming Austin as the 
most economically segregated city in the country, and another 
showing that if you happen to be from a low-income community 
in central Texas and are in middle school, you have less than a 
6% chance of getting a post-secondary degree of any kind. 
Breakthrough Central Texas tries to help break the cycle of pov-
erty through access to college education, and so my praise is 
that at a recent fundraiser, a half million dollars was raised for 
Breakthrough. My prayer is for the families working every day to 
fight against a system that reduces opportunities, and that even-
tually programs like Breakthrough will not be needed. 
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PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thanksgiving for the church’s new server and workstations. Lift 
up Georgette for patience and peace as the kinks are worked out.  

 
 Thanksgiving for two beloved children, Charlie and Eliott, and the 

opportunity to celebrate their November birthdays jointly this 
weekend. Prayers that the Lord will always be in their hearts and 
with Ashley and Scott as they try to be the best parents they can 
be.  

 
 Lift up the community of Sutherland Springs in the wake of their 

tragedy last week, and lift up our Session as they discern how to 
respond to the safety concerns that are raised. 

 
 Lift up Danita as she and family head to Houston to resolve an is-

sue, and prayers for Dario who is not feeling well.  
 
 Prayers for the Mojica family and their leadership of 50 youth on 

two busses going to/from Colorado.  
 
 Lord, as we struggle in a time where we can see injustice all 

around, help us to see Your path forward and help us to see how 
we might be Christ’s hands and feet and be mobilized to carry for-
ward Your justice. Keep us from being overwhelmed by the work 
ahead, keep us seeing that glimmer of hope, not being stopped by 
our limitations but seeing how complete Your justice and how 
complete Your peace is. We are grateful for the lives You have giv-
en us and the role You have given us to play every day in moving 
us forward. As we move forward, let us keep our hearts and our 
minds on You. Let us be ever grateful for the peace that comes. In 
Your Son’s precious name we pray to You today, Amen.  
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  
Sunday,  November 19th    

Rev. Rebecca Longino, Preaching   
Sunday,  November 26th  

Rev. Jeffrey Saddington, Preaching   

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  
share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  
of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  
racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 
with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 
to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  
worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 
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“Justice Rolls Down” 
Amos 1:1-2, 5:14-15, 21-24 

 
Rev. Rebecca Longino 

 
New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 

November 12th , 2017: 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

As I child, I recall making repeated attempts to read the Bible 
from start to finish. When I received the Student Bible in 5

th
 grade 

Sunday school, I opened those fresh pages with the ambitious 
plan of reading it all the way through. Genesis? No problem. 
Those familiar stories about Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham and 
his family. Those were easy to engage in. Exodus? Such an ex-
citing story! I read with fervor the story of Moses and the people 
being freed from Egypt filled my heart. Leviticus? Well, my excite-
ment started to level off as I worked through the legal discourse 
of that book. Numbers and Deuteronomy? My reading plan began 
to fizzle and taper off to nothing. Playing my Gameboy seemed 
much more fun. I couldn’t manage to get past those less exciting 
books of the Bible, even after repeated attempts. It wasn’t until 
much later that I was able to accomplish the task of reading it all 
the way through. 
 
It’s true the Old Testament is not always the most engaging thing 
to read. It is long and complicated. Not exactly a page turner. Def-
initely not a beach read.  
 
But we can’t use that as an excuse to dismiss the Old Testament. 
We can’t just skip past those many pages and jump to the New 
Testament. Because we can’t fully understand the New Testa-
ment without the foundation laid in the Old Testament. If we want 
to understand the story of Jesus. If we want to understand why 
God chose to come be with us, we must understand the backsto-
ry. We must consider the centuries upon centuries of events that 
led to Jesus coming to be with us.  
 
through just a bit of the Old Testament. The session of this 
church has graciously invited me to preach for a few months. I get 
to be with you through the end of December. And I’ve decided to 
use the Narrative lectionary for these two months. I like the way 
this lectionary starts in the Old Testament and works its way 
through one Gospel each year. As we wind down on ordinary 
time on the liturgical calendar, making our way toward Advent 
and Christmas, we’ll be looking at some of the key stories in the 
Old Testament. The ones that help explain the world’s need for 
Jesus.  
 
To get us started this week, we’re jumping in pretty far into the 
Old Testament.  This is most definitely beyond the point that I 
reached when trying to read the whole Bible as a child.  But nes-
tled among the books of the prophets is this short book of Amos.  
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Amos marks a major turning point in this Old Testament. He is 
the first one to call out Israel for their behavior, and declare that 
God was going to destroy them for it. No, you didn’t mishear that. 
Amos declares that God is going to destroy God’s people. Yikes. 
This sounds a lot like the actions God took around the time of No-
ah. When humanity utterly failed and God called for a re-do of ep-
ic proportions. That same level of intensity and anger is ex-
pressed through the prophet Amos. To call Amos a Debbie 
Downer, would be an understatement.  
 
He describes God as a warrior. As this fierce and angry God. This 
is the stereotypical image of God many people have. There’s no 
mention of God’s goodness and faithfulness that we see else-
where – like in Isaiah which we’ll get to in a few weeks. It’s not 
surprising that Amos was rarely quoted or written about in Chris-
tian commentaries until recently because there doesn’t appear to 
be much hope in this text. I once heard someone say that if you 
like the prophet Amos, you probably don’t understand him. The 
words of Amos are harsh, to say the least.  
 
We don’t know a whole lot about Amos himself. He was some 
sort of shepherd from the Southern Kingdom, sent to the Northern 
Kingdom to prophesy. His words come during a time of relative 
peace. So it wouldn’t be surprising that the people are dismissive 
of his warnings. I can imagine them responding to Amos with 
skepticism. “God is angry at us?” they might ask. “Then how do 
you explain the peace and prosperity we’re living in now? God 
seems to think we’re doing all right” they might respond.  
  
But Amos sees no future for Israel. According to him, they are at 
the point of no return. 
 
He calls them out for their worship, stating God is appalled by it. 
He doesn’t mince words: “I hate, I despise your festivals, and I 
take no delight in your solemn assemblies.” God’s anger is appar-
ent.  
 
But it’s important to note that Amos isn’t talking about the worship 
itself. The prayers and liturgy were probably just fine. I doubt God 
cares about their style of music in worship. The concern is about 
the worshippers themselves because their lives didn’t reflect their 
display of worship. Amos is calling them hypocrites for saying and 
doing one thing in worship, and something completely different 
the other six days of the week.  
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The people of God who were once oppressed in Egypt, have now 
become the oppressors. Amos calls them out for their greed and 
for letting others live in poverty. He calls them out for their milita-
ristic society. For advancing their own good at the expense of oth-
ers. There are a small group of people who hold most of the 
wealth. And that elite group holds all of the power. Amos sees 
how these wealthy folks take advantage of the power to gain 
even more wealth. The rich get richer and poor get poorer. 
 
If I didn’t know any better, I might think Amos were talking about 
our society today. We too live in time where there is a major gap 
between the wealthy and the poor. Here in our nation, the top 1%, 
the wealthiest people in our society, hold more than 20% of the 
wealth. CEO’s continue to give themselves massive bonuses 
each year, while the working class struggle paycheck to 
paycheck. Good healthcare is available in this nation, but recent 
cuts to Medicare and other programs are making it harder for the 
poor to get the care they need. Public schools in wealthy neigh-
borhoods have got it good. But those in the poorer neighborhoods 
struggle to keep their buildings maintained and classrooms 
properly equipped. There is an affordable housing crisis right here 
in Austin, where families who have lived here for generations are 
being pushed out because the cost of living goes up each year. 
Gun violence has a very clear correlation to poverty. It is estimat-
ed that on average, 7 children die each day from gun violence in 
our country. Most of them living in poor communities. Other trage-
dies of gun violence, like the one in Sutherland Springs just last 
Sunday, could have been prevented if men with a history of vio-
lence weren’t allowed to buy assault rifles. But in our nation, 
things fall through the cracks. There are loopholes. Reasonable 
gun reform has not yet happened. Because the ones who write 
the laws are the ones who have the wealth and have the power. 
And they use that power to keep life good for themselves at the 
expense of others.  
 
The prophet Amos would be appalled by all of this. No doubt he 
would have harsh words for our society. And he would have 
harsh words for us in the church.   
 
Amos would call us out for praying for peace, but not working for 
peace. Amos would call us out for eating the meal at communion, 
but failing to feed our hungry neighbors. Amos would call us out 
for claiming we value justice and righteousness, but fail to live 
those values out in every aspect of our lives.  
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Amos would be critical of what we say and do the other 6 days of 
the week. Pointing out the ways that our lives outside of worship 
don’t reflect what we do each week in worship. That we aren’t liv-
ing lives of justice and righteousness. That we aren’t helping the 
disadvantaged and advocating for them. Genuinely loving our 
neighbors as we love ourselves.   
 
I wonder if Amos would have any hope for us. He sure didn’t for 
the people of Israel.  
 
But as we look at this text, this message of despair and impend-
ing destruction, we do see glimmers of hope.  
 
For one, God did not destroy the people of Israel as Amos was so 
convinced God would do. God held to that covenant sealed by 
the rainbow after the flood. That mass destruction would never 
happen again. Although, a few decades after Amos spoke these 
words, the Northern kingdom of Israel did fall apart. The people 
were scrambled and scattered as a result of their behavior. But 
God did not give up on them completely.  
 
And we see another glimmer of hope, as Amos reveals what is 
important to God: justice and righteousness. God has a heart for 
justice and righteousness.  
 
This is good news for those who are poor. For those who are sick 
and can’t afford their medication. Good news for those children 
who attend substandard schools. For those who have to relocate 
because the rent is too much. Good news for those who fall victim 
to gun violence.  
 
The good news is that God is more than the angry God so often 
portrayed in the Old Testament. God is good and faithful and de-
sires justice and righteousness to prevail. God wants the best for 
all people.  
 
The imagery that Amos uses is telling. He declares “Let justice 
roll down like water, and righteousness an ever-flowing stream.”  
 
That word for water he uses is the same word used way back in 
Genesis. The same word used to describe the primordial waters 
of creation. The waters that supported the very foundations of the 
earth. The ones present before God began to create. Amos is tell-
ing us that God’s love for justice goes back to the very beginning. 
That it is foundational to who God is and what God desires for us.  
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And so as we carry these words of Amos with us, let us be re-
minded that God’s fervent hope is that we may be restored to that 
original hope and dream. That we might embody justice and right-
eousness in all that we do. That all people will be restored and be 
made whole.  
 
As the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr said in his “I Have a Dream” 
speech: “the arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward 
justice.” God continues to be faithful to us as we journey ahead, 
with the fervent hope that justice and righteousness will prevail. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
 
___________________________ 
https://www.salon.com/2016/10/26/more-than-just-the-guns-
poverty-and-inequality-should-be-blamed-for-americas-gun-
violence_partner/ 
http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/
PopupLectionaryReading.asp?LRID=5 
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2017 Matching Grant Update 

WE HAVE MADE IT OVER THE HALFWAY MARK !! 
 

So there is only one thing left to do-keep  it moving 

to the top.   

 

 

Current Amount   

Matching Grant to Date:   $   7,423.00 

Leadership Pledges                     $  1,200.00 

Balance Due to Meet    $   6,377.00 
$15,000 Match        

GOAL  $30,000.00 

$15,000.00 

$13,000.00 

$9,000.00 

$7,423.00-Current 

$5,000.00 

$4,000.00 

$2,000.00 

$1,000.00 
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Saturday, November 18
th

 at 5pm 

We need help after the craft show to reset 

the fellowship hall back up for Sunday 

morning worship 

Sunday, December 10, 2017 

Called Congregational Meeting to elect new officers 

and receive a finance report. 

 

Please plan to stay after service. 
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The Williamson County Sheriff’s Office, 
joined by local agencies and organizations, 
is hosting a security summit to address the 
needs of places of worship in and around 
the Williamson County area. The summit 
will present attendees with free training de-
signed to educate citizens on “Active Shoot-
er Events” as well as recommended re-
sponse options prior to and during an 
event. 
 

Williamson County Sheriff ’s Office 

Security Summit – Places of Worship 

 

Hosted By:  
Celebration 
Church  
601 Westing-
house Rd.  
Georgetown, TX 
78626 

 

 

Sunday, November 19th 
3:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
 
 

RSVP with the number 
of people in your party 
to: 
 
 

bschaefer@wilco.org 
 
 

In Partnership With: 

Cedar Park Police  
Department 

 
 

Florence Police Department 

Georgetown Police  
Department 

 
Granger Police Department 

Hutto Police Department 

Jarrell Police Department  

Leander Police Department 

Liberty Hill Police  

Department 

Round Rock Police  
Department 

 
Taylor Police Department 

Thorndale Police  
Department 

 

mailto:bschaefer@wilco.org
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Saturday, Nov 18, 2017 
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Announcements

www.ncfaustin.org

Café Justo  
 

 

 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based in Salvador Ur-

bina, Chiapas, Mexico. They market a pure, organic coffee 

which is grown, harvested and marketed in the spirit of jus-

tice. Our goal is to provide incentives for people to remain on 

their family lands.  

 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evangelism Commit-

tee.  Please see Caly Fernández to place an order.  Coffee is 

available in 1 and 5 pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is 

$10.00 and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medium roast 

and decaf are available in ground or whole beans. Coffee will 

be delivered biweekly to NCFA. 

 

Contact Caly to make your  

purchase today!  (512)228-4712 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Rebecca Longino 
Interim Session Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

* Elder Cathy Angell 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  
Ulysses Cox 
Rey Mojica 
Ashley Phillips 
Scott Phillips 
Roxann Vallejo 

              

 
19th             
    24th  Sunday after Pentecost 
   9:30am    Praise Team Rehearsal  
         10:15am   Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

     Rev. Rebecca Longino, Preaching  
Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5  

(Room. 1);  
  10:45am   Elementary – Grades 1-5  

      (Room 8)     
       10:45am   Junior/Senior High  
       (Room 5)  
21st      
 6:30pm   Men’s Bible Study - Dinner 
 7:00pm  Bible Study 
 
22nd          
 6:30pm  Fellowship Dinner & Bible 

      Study-CANCELLED 
 
23rd & 24th  Happy Thanksgiving 
      Office will be closed in  
      observance of the holiday. 
26th             
    Christ the King Sunday 
   9:30am    Praise Team Rehearsal  
         10:15am   Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 

     Rev. Jeffrey Saddington, Preaching  
Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5  

(Room. 1);  
  10:45am   Elementary – Grades 1-5  

      (Room 8)     
       10:45am   Junior/Senior High  
       (Room 5)  

             NOVEMBER 

3
rd

   Sam Okyere Mireku 

5
th

   Ellis Oglesby 

8
th

   Francisco Ramirez 

9
th

   Krystal Parsons 

15
th

   Patricia Nemir 

18
th

   Vi Lee 

  Koryn Irene Aldas 

19
th

   Charlie Phillips 

21
st

   Comfort Agbahu 

     Dylan Shubitz 

24
th

  Vernon Bailey 

25
th

  Isabella Grace Sullivan 

25
th

  Carol Saddington 

28
th

  Matthew Cox 

 Tamara Smith 

30
th 

 Stephanie Lenz Sullivan 

3rd  Doug and Kathy Smith 

30th   Jeff and Carol Saddington 

November 2017 


