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FROM THE  
PASTOR’S DESK 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Greetings/Saludos, New Covenant Fellowship of Austin! 
 

 
 

Although the 2017 Solar Season of Summer goes from June 20 
(Solstice) to September 22 (Equinox), in the United States the 
holiday and vacation summertime goes from Memorial Day (last 
Monday in May) to Labor Day (first Monday in September). This 
year Memorial Day is Monday, May 29th, and so here I am wish-
ing you all a happy summer!  
 

So far, some of the NCFA scheduled summer activities are: Pen-
tecost Sunday (June 4), Vacation Bible School (June 16-18), Fa-
ther’s Day (June 18), and our kids attending the Youth Multicul-
tural Conference at Mo-Ranch (July 6-9). Your support and help 
for these events are appreciated. 
 

Whatever your plans may be for individual or family vacation, 
reunions, continuing education, tournaments, conferences, con-
ventions, and other projects, I pray that you all may have a re-
charging, rewarding, and productive quality time.  
 
 
 

Peace/Paz/Shalom:  
Pastor Jesse 

Rev. Jesus Juan Gonzalez 
“Jesse”  
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Matthew 6: 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close 
the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then 
your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward 
you. 
  
 Lift up the Holland family as they grieve George’s death. 

 Praise for students who are graduating.  Lift up safe travels 
for all. 

 Praise for the last month of safe traveling to and from 
gymnastics meets for the Mojica family.  Lift up Christian 
and Angel to remain healthy and injury free as they prepare 
for the national competition coming up the end of June in 
Milwaukee.   

 Lift up the Roundtree family whose house was struck by 
lightning causing significant damage.   

 Praise for the safe arrival in Ethiopia for Kimberley and her 
mother as they travel with Hope for Eternity.  Praise for the 
final resolution of Customs trying to detain all the camera 
equipment.  Lift up good health and safety. 

 Praise for the wonderful birthday celebration enjoyed by 
Caly.  Praise for thespian Saul participating in a Shakespeare 
play.  Lift up safe travel to San Antonio to meet with other 
groups about sanctuary.  Lift up reasonable solutions to the 
issues surrounding immigrants.   

   



May 26, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

 Praise for the love and honor celebrated by George H’s 
family. 

 Lift up Pastor Jesse as he participates in the Seminary 
graduation ceremonies.  Lift up his work for the Board of 
Trustees.  Lift up an upcoming medical appointment for 
surgery. 

 Lift up Doris’ co-worker and her family. Her husband has 
advancing cancer.  Lift up another co-worker whose father 
has advanced cancer.  Praise for another colleague who 
recently gave birth to a healthy baby girl.  

 Praise for another day of life. Continue to lift up Vernon and 
his siblings as they process their grief.   

 Lift up ‘boring reports’ from Vi’s doctors and travel mercies 
when she returns home.   

 Lift up Carol as she cares for her mother in 
Pennsylvania.  Lift up Jeff as he holds down the fort at home. 

 Praise! Craig got an evening job at the Attorney General’s 
office.  Lift up safety as he rides his bicycle to and from 
work.   

 Lift up Ashley as she wrestles with a decision about balancing 
work, life and marriage.   

 Happy May Birthdays! 
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NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP  

Sunday,  May  28th    

Pastor Jesse Gonzalez  

NCFA SUNDAY WORSHIP AT 10:15am  
 

We would love to have you and your family come  
share in the CELEBRATION OF  

THE GOOD NEWS!  
  

We are worshiping in the Fellowship Hall  
of  Genesis Presbyterian Church on the Wilshire Campus  

starting at 10:15 a.m.   
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin PC(U.S.A.)  is a  
racially diverse community informed by the Bible,  

empowered by the Holy Spirit, and motivated to share God’s love 
with all. In response to God’s love, we are called to equip disciples 
to faithfully serve, to encourage seekers to joyfully commit, and to 

implore all to  
worship our Lord, as we love our neighbors,  

grow in grace, and live by faith. 
Join us in the Celebration of the Good News 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 
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INTRODUCTION:  
 

 
 

 
Today’s text can be clearly understood as a pre-
Pentecost announcement from Jesus about what we 
now know as the pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
apostles and disciples. Luke recorded Jesus’ last words 
before his Ascension to Heaven in Acts 1:7-8 saying: The 
times and occasions are set by my Father’s own au-
thority, and it is not for you to know when they will 
be. But when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, you will 
be filled with power, and you will be witness for me in 
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.  
 
Though not using a direct mention of the Holy Spirit 
and the consequential empowerment, it is only John the 
Evangelist who gives us such a promise, even using an-
other powerful binding element between the Father 
and every faithful disciple. 

The Love That Binds 
 

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
May 21st, 2017: 6th Sunday of Easter  
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TEXT  
 

The word that gave the editors of the Bible the clue to 
entitle verses The Promise of the Holy Spirit in verse 16 
is παράκλητος (paraklétos) = from pará, "from close-
beside" and kaléō, "make a call" – properly, a legal advo-
cate who makes the right judgment-call because close 
enough to the situation. Para kle tos ("advocate, advisor-
helper") is the regular term in NT times of an attorney 
or lawyer – i.e., someone giving evidence that stands up 
in court. It is the basis of our modern understanding of 
a person performing the role of paramedic or paralegal. 
Para kle tos was translated as Helper: I will ask the Fa-
ther, and he will give you another Helper, who will 
stay with you forever. 
 

Five times Jesus makes reference to agape love: 
Verse 1:  If you love me (agapate), you will obey my 
commandments. 
Verse 21: Whoever accepts my commandments and 
obeys them is the one who loves (agapo n) me. 
My Father will love (agape the setai) whoever loves 
(agape so ) me; 
I too will love (agape so ) him and reveal myself to him.  
 

Ancient Greek philosophers identified four forms of 
love: kinship or familiarity (in Greek, storge), friend-
ship (philia), romantic desire (eros), and self-emptying 
or divine love (agape). Modern authors have distin-
guished further varieties of love: limerence, amour de 
soi, and courtly love. Non-Western traditions have also 
distinguished variants or symbioses of these states. 
Love has additional religious or spiritual meaning—
notably in Abrahamic religions. This diversity of uses 
and meanings combined with the complexity of the feel-
ings involved makes love unusually difficult to consist-
ently define, compared to other emotional states. 
 

The Love That Binds 
 

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
May 21st, 2017: 6th Sunday of Easter  

http://biblehub.com/greek/agapate_25.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/agapo_n_25.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/agape_the_setai_25.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/agape_so__25.htm
http://biblehub.com/greek/agape_so__25.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Familial_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Storge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_%28love%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eros_%28concept%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limerence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amour_de_soi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amour_de_soi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Courtly_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_views_on_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religion
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_but_not_religious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abrahamic_religions
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LESSON:  
 

 
 

 
The word "love" can have a variety of related but dis-
tinct meanings in different contexts. Many other lan-
guages use multiple words to express some of the dif-
ferent concepts that in English are denoted as "love"; 
one example is the plurality of Greek words for "love" 
which includes agape and eros. Cultural differences in 
conceptualizing love thus doubly impede the establish-
ment of a universal definition.  
 

Although the nature or essence of love is a subject of 
frequent debate, different aspects of the word can be 
clarified by determining what is not love (antonyms of 
“love” isn’t). Love as a general expression of positive 
sentiment (a stronger form of like) is commonly con-
trasted with hate (or neutral apathy); as a less sexual 
and more emotionally intimate form of romantic attach-
ment, love is commonly contrasted with lust; and as an 
interpersonal relationship with romantic overtones, 
love is sometimes contrasted with friendship, although 
the word love is often applied to close friendships. 
(Further possible ambiguities come with usages 
"girlfriend," "boyfriend," "just good friends.")   

The Love That Binds 
 

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
May 21st, 2017: 6th Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_words_for_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_identity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apathy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emotional_intimacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lust
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Friendship
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Abstractly discussed love usually refers to an experience 
one person feels for another. Love often involves caring 
for, or identifying with, a person or thing (cf. vulnerabil-
ity and care theory of love), including oneself (cf. narcis-
sism). 
 
In addition to cross-cultural differences in understand-
ing love, ideas about love have also changed greatly over 
time. Some historians date modern conceptions of ro-
mantic love to courtly Europe during or after the Middle 
Ages, although the prior existence of romantic attach-
ments is attested by ancient love poetry.  
 
The complex and abstract nature of love often reduces 
discourse of love to a thought-terminating cliche . Sever-
al common proverbs regard love, from Virgil's "Love 
conquers all" to The Beatles' "All You Need Is Love." St. 
Thomas Aquinas, following Aristotle, defines love as "to 
will the good of another." Bertrand Russell describes 
love as a condition of "absolute value," as opposed to rel-
ative value. Philosopher Gottfried Leibniz said that love 
is "to be delighted by the happiness of another." Meher 
Baba stated that in love there is a "feeling of unity" and 
an "active appreciation of the intrinsic worth of the ob-
ject of love." Biologist Jeremy Griffith defines love as 
"unconditional selflessness." 
 
CONCLUSION  

The Love That Binds 
 

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
May 21st, 2017: 6th Sunday of Easter  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulnerability_and_care_theory_of_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vulnerability_and_care_theory_of_love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narcissism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Ages
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thought-terminating_clich%C3%A9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proverb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgil
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amor_Vincit_Omnia_%28Caravaggio%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amor_Vincit_Omnia_%28Caravaggio%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Beatles
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_You_Need_Is_Love
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Aquinas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Thomas_Aquinas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aristotle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bertrand_Russell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relative_value_%28economics%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Relative_value_%28economics%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gottfried_Leibniz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meher_Baba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meher_Baba
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeremy_Griffith
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In grammar the verb describes the action between a 
subject and the predicate. In the beginning of the Gospel 
of John, Jesus is identified as the Logos: a word, being 
the expression of a thought; a saying. Lógos ("word") is 
preeminently used for Christ, expressing the thoughts of 
the Father through the Spirit. Agape is a common term 
(used 330 times in the NT) with regard to a person 
sharing a message (discourse, "communication-speech"). 
It is a broad term meaning "reasoning expressed by 
words." 
 
Agape love is far above and beyond romantic love or 
sentimental love expressed by an emotional feeling in a 
heart shape. Agape love is action; it is an attitude. In-
deed it requires passion to translate such a relationship 
with Jesus and with the Father into obedience and resil-
ience.  Now 1 Corinthians 13 could make more sense to 
us regarding Agape love as the only one that can meet 
the Apostle Paul description. No other kind of love such 
as eros, philia, and storge could ever have been as un-
conditional and steadfast as agape. 
 
This is our agape love declaration for God through Jesus 
Christ:  I do obey your commandments. This is the love 
that really binds together with the Father, with the Son, 
and with our faith communities. 
 
Amen.    
 

The Love That Binds 
 

Psalm 66:8-20; John 14:15-21 
 

New Covenant Fellowship of Austin 
May 21st, 2017: 6th Sunday of Easter  
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Join us for the Grand Opening of Patterson 

Park Community Garden  

And 

The ribbon-cutting of the donation of the 

“Dance of the Cosmos Sculpture” to Patter-

son Park! 

Saturday, May 27th:  10 am - 12 pm 

Event will include: 

Coffee, Tacos, Ice Cream  

Live Music 

Screen Printed T-shirts by Bibliographia 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn
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SAVE THE DATE!! 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdnservices.group.com%2Fmedia%2F5576077%2Fcamp-out-vbs-2017-min.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.group.com%2Fcategory%2Fministry-resources%2Fchildrens-ministry%2Fvbs%2Fcamp-out.do&docid=yBdTb7k3nA-_QM&tbn


May 26, 2017 

Being Real, Relevant, and Racially Diverse! 

NCFA CONNEXION!                  WWW.NCFAUSTIN.ORG 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

Friends, we need your help.  We are our best when we 

serve together.  Please consider ways you can help our 

ministry leaders and ministries. 

 FOOD PANTRY AVAILABLE TO ALL 

The New Covenant Fellowship Dea-
cons are now providing a free to all 
food pantry each Sunday.  This is to 
help anyone who needs a little help in 
the obtaining of groceries.  The table 
at the back of the church will have 
canned goods and other non-
perishable food each Sunday.  If you 
or anyone you know needs some help 
with groceries, please feel free to par-
take of the items available. 

 
If you are able to donate food items to this table, please 
feel free to do so and bless you for 
your contribution.  Paper bags with 
handles are also needed and if you 
have extra ones of these, please put 
them on this new food table. 
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        Café Justo 

 
 

Café Justo is a coffee grower cooperative based 
in Salvador Urbina, Chiapas, Mexico. They mar-
ket a pure, organic coffee which is grown, har-
vested and marketed in the spirit of justice. Our 
goal is to provide incentives for people to re-
main on their family lands.  
 

Orders will be arranged through NCFA’s Evange-
lism Committee.  Please see Caly Fernández to 
place an order.  Coffee is available in 1 and 5 
pound bags.  The cost of a 1 pound bag is $10.00 
and a 5 pound bag is $ 40.00. Dark roast, medi-
um roast and decaf are available in ground or 
whole beans. Coffee will be delivered biweekly 
to NCFA. 

 

Contact Caly to make your purchase today!  

 (512)228-4712 
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Session Members  

*Rev. Jesus (Jesse) Gonzalez 
Interim Moderator 
 

*Elder Nikkie Shubitz 
Clerk of Session 
 

* 
Administration & Personnel 
 

* Elder Zaira Amado 
Buildings & Grounds 
 

*Elder Randy Mojica 
Children and Youth 
 

*Elder George Washington IV 
Discipleship  & Men’s/Women’s 
Ministry 
 

*Elder Mary Jo Mojica 
Finance & Stewardship 
 

*Elder Robert Booth 
Congregational Life/ 
Lay Ministry  
 

*Elder Kimberly Hall 
Missions/Evangelism 
 

*Elder Viola Lee 

Worship & Membership 
 

Deacons  
Ulysses Cox 
Rey Mojica 
Ashley Phillips 
Scott Phillips 
Cathy Trifiro 
Roxann Vallejo 

              

 
 
28

th
   

7
th

 Sunday of Easter 
 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 
                Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

 

30
th

   6:30pm   Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 
  7:00pm Bible Study 
 

31
st
  6:30pm   Fellowship Dinner 

        7:00pm  Prayer and Worship Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4

th
   

Day of Pentecost 
 9-10am  Adult Sunday School  
      9:45am   Praise Team Rehearsal  
     10:15am  Worship at Wilshire Blvd. 
                Pastor Jesse Gonzalez 
 Sunday School—Nursery & Ages 3-5 

(Rm. 1);   Grades 1-5 (Rm. 7); and Jun-
ior/Senior High (Pastor’s Office) 

 

6
th

   6:30pm   Men’s Bible Study-Dinner 
  7:00pm Bible Study 
 
7

th
    5:30pm Ministry Meetings 

  6:30pm   Fellowship Dinner 
        7:00pm  Bible Study 

             MAY 

 4
th 

   Anayah Mojica 
 5

th
    Said Bohn-Hall 

10
th

     Dexter Lee, Sr. 
11

th
    Placid Unegbu 

          Dana Williams 
13

th
    Mallorie Muñoz 

16
th 

   Caly Fernandez 
          Kathryn Aldas 
17

th  
   Luke Oglesby 

 20
th

   Fortune Unegbu 
 21

st 
   Phillippe (Jimmy) Bohn 

           Robert Booth 
 26

th
    Lillie Daniels 

           Dexter Lee, Jr.  (DJ) 
           Margaret Spinks 
28

th
     Alex Hernandez 

31
st  

    Pam Nemir 
           Cathy Trifiro 
           Janet Masters     

MAY 2017 

JUNE 2017 


